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PREFACE 



TO THE FCCOND LONDON EDITION. 



J. SHALL not offer any apology to the Public, 
behalf of the ensuing Treatise. For if the lead- 
ing sentiments adopted and defended in it corres- 
pond with the unerring oracles, I have no appre- 
hensions from the frowns of men : and if not, it 
would be impossible, by the most laboured apology 
to justify my conduct. 

The doctrine of sovereign grace is here maintain- 
ed, and handled in a practical manner. It has' been 
my endeavour, in the following pages, not only to 
state and defend the capital truths of the gospel, 
in a doctrinal way ; but also to point out their pe- 
culiar importance, as happily adapted to awaken 
the conscience, and comfort the heart ; to elevate 
the affections, and influence the whole conduct in 
the way of holiness. 

To this edition of The Reign of Gracc^ I have 
made lari^e additions. The principal of which is, 
an entire chapter upon Election ; which renders the 
ficheme of doctrines more complete, and the con- 
rents of^the book more answei*able to the title. I 
iilso thought it my duty, in a particular manner, to 
bear a public testimony to that important part of 
I'evealed truth ; having in my younger years greatly 
opposed it, in a Poem On aiaolute Predeatination. 
Which Poem, if considered in a critical light, is 
'lespicable j if in a theological view detestable : as 
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it is an impotent attack on the honor of divine 
grace, in regard to its glorious freeness ; and a 
bold opposition to the sovereignty of God. So I 
now consider it, and as such I here renounce it. 

However the doctrine of Reigning Grace may be 
decried as licentious, it is that very truth which 
God in all ages has delighted to honour ; which the 
divine Spirit has owned, for the information and 
comfort, for the holiness and happiness of sinful 
men. Were I not fully persuaded of this, rather 
than appear as an advocate for it, I would condemn 
my tongue to everlasting silence, and my pen to 
perpetual rest. 

I have nothing further to add, by way of Preface, 
.ex<«ej>t my ardent prayers, that a divine blessing 
nlay attend every persual of the following chapters ; 
.90 as to. mako the performance really useful, and 
Gfi^se it to ajqswer some valuable purposes for the 
,grf at Jle4eemcr*s glon'. • 
"^ * A. BOOTH. 
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REIGN OF GRACE, 



INTRODUCTION. 

T 

X HE gospel of Reigning Grace, being a doctrine 
truly divine, has ever been the object of the 
world's contempt. It was of old a stumbling block 
to the self-rigliteous Jew, and foolishness lo the phi* 
losophic Greek. Paul, who was a resolute assertor 
of the honours of grace, and inde&tigable in preach- 
ing Christ, found it so by repeated experience ; an4 
that, not only among the illiterate and profane, but 
also among the learned and the devout. Nay, he 
had frequent occasion ta observe, that the religious 
devotees of his age were the first in opposing the 
doctrine he preached, and the most hardened ene* 
mies against the truth of God. The polite, the 
leamed,^ the religious, were all agreed, to load bothi 
his character and his doctrine with the foulest re- 
proaches. Nor was this treatment peculiar to Paul» 
but common toallhiscotemporaries, who espoused 
the same glorious cause, and laboured m the same 
beneficent work. The doctrine they preached was- 
charged with licentiousness. Their enemies boldl|r 
affirmed that they said. Let us do evil that good may^ 
come. Thus was tlieir character and their labours 
impeached : that, as hateful to God ; these^ as de* 
structive to man. 
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But what was the groiuid of this impious charge ? 
Were they loose in their morals, or scandalous in 
their lives ? No such thing. Had they not as much 
regard for practical religion and truo morality as any 
of their objectors ? Mere, fkr more than the^r all} 
. Did they never mention good works as necessary to 
answer any valuable end in the Christian life ? They 
often pressed the performance of them, as absolutely 
necessary to answer various important purposes^both 
in the sight of God and man. What then could be 
the reason of so hateful a charge ? Because their 
doctrine was not in the least adapted to gratify the 
pride of man* They taught, that without the atone- 
Tnent made on the cross, and the grace revealed in 
redeeming blood, the state of the best men would 
have been absolutely desperate-— desperate as that of 
the devils, and of those already damned. And as the 
apostles were free to declare, that the state of the 
most respectable part of mankind was evil, dreadful- 
ly eyil, evil as to those things, for the sake of which 
^ey most highly esteemed themselves i so they 
■boldly preached a perfect Saviour, and a finished 
Balvation, to the most worthless and vile. 

These primitive teachers and infallible guides were 
ftot in the least acquainted with those terms and con- 
ditions, those pre-requisites and qualifications, the 
iperform^ig and attaining, of which are, by many, ac- 
counted so necessary to acceptance with God. They 
4cnew but of one way in which a sinner might be ac- 
cepted of God, and justified before him ; and that 
was entirely of grace, through the perfect work of 
Christ alone. The way of justification which they 
taught, is absolutely pure and unmixed. In their 
doctrine, on this important subject, grace does not 
^»ly appear ; it shines, reigns, triumphs :*it is the 
ohly thing. There is not discernible in it the least 
tincture of those uotions which foster pride, or cher- 



ish self esteem. All those fine distinctions, invented 
hj the proud pMlosopher, or the self-righteous mo- 
ralist, vhich tend in any degree to support the opin- 
ion of human worthiness, and to obscure our views 
of divine grace, are by them entirely set aside, and 
totally annihilated. The most shining deeds and 
valuable qualidea that can be found among men ; 
though highly useful and truly excellent, when set 
in their proper places, and referred to suitable ends; 
are, as to the grand article of justiftcation, treated 
as nen*entities. In this respect, the most zealous 
professor, with all hialaboured performances, staids 
on a level with the most profane. The apostolic 
truth addressing all to whom it comes, as gOilty, 
condemned, perishing wretches, leaves no room 
for preference or boasting in any ; that so the whole 
glory of our salvation may be secured to that grace 
which is infinitely rich and absolutely free. 

At this, the devout Pharisee and the decent mo- 
ralist are highly offended.. Such doctrines being ad- 
vanced, they think it incumbent upon them to stand 
up in defence of what they call aaholy life : and to 
support the sinking credit of good works, as having 
a considerable efHcacy in procuring our acceptance 
with God. This many persons frequently do, much 
more by talking about their necessity than by per- 
forming them.. Now they think it their duty to rail 
at the preacher as an avowed enemy to holiness ; nor 
will they spare to give him the honourable title of, 
A friend qffiublicana and sinners. Now innumera- 
ble slanders are cast on the doctrine of grace, aa 
being licentious ; and on the niinisters of it, as open- 
ing the flood-gates of all iniquity. For they suppose 
that &very thing bad may be justly expected from 
those who openly disavow all dependence on their 
awn duties; and whose hope of eternal happiness 
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arises, not from services which the^ perform, bat 
from grace which the gospel reveals : not from the 
worth which they possess, but from the work which 
Chnst has wrought. Thus they despise the gospel 
under the fair pretence, of a more than common 
concern for the interests of holiness. 

Nor is this the only offence which the gospel gives. 
For as it is entirely inconsistent with t?he natural no- 
tions of men concerning acceptance with God, and 
contrary to every scheme of salvation which human 
reason suggests ; as it wUl admit of no co*paFtner in 
relieving a distressed conscience, or in bringing de-- 
liverance to a guilty soul, but leaves every one that 
alights it and seeks for assistance from any other 
quarter, taperish under an everlasting curse ; so the 
pride of the self-sufHcient kindles into resentment 
against it, as a most uncharitable doctrine and quite 
unsociable. Nor can the i^thful dispensers of sacred 
truthfail to share in the honours of these reproaches. 
For while they dare to affirm, that thiis. gospel, so 
hateful to the sons of pride, exhibits the only way of a 
sinner's access to, his offended Sovereign ; and that 
all who oppose it^ and all who embrace its counter- 
feit, are left in the hands of divine justice without a 
Mediator v they are sure to be accounted persons of 
contracted minds, and very far from a liberal way of 
thinkingi They are considered as the dupes of bi^ 
gotry,and little better thaa tlie enemies of mankind. 
He, indeed, who pretends. to be a friend to revealed 
truth, but is- cool and indifferent to ks honour and in- 
terest ;. whose extensive charity is such, that he can 
allow those who widely differ from him m the capital 
articles of the christian faith,. to be safe m. their own 
way ; may enjoy his peculiar sentiments without 
much fear of disturbance. But though such conduct 
may be applauded} usdera &lse notion of chcistiaa 
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candour, and of a catholic spirit ; though it maj be 
the way to maintain a Triendly intercourse among 
multitudes whose leading sentiments are widely diU 
ferent ; yet it wiU: be deemedy by the God of truth,, 
as deserringno better name, than b, joint o/tfiontioti 
to the spirit and design of his gospel. For such a 
timid and lukewarm profession of truth, is little bet- 
ter than a denial of it ; than open hostility against it. 
To seek for peace at the expense of truth, will be 
found, in the end, no other than a wicked conspira- 
cy against both God and man. Such, however, as 
love the truth, will boldly declare against all its coun- 
terfeits, and every deviation from it: and, whatever 
may be the ccmsequence, they will say with him of 
old. Though we J or an angel Jrom heaven, preach 
*any other gosfielj let him be accurteti. 

Thus the genuine gospel will always appear like 
401 insult on the taste of the public. Wherever it 
comes, if it be net received, it awakens disgust and 
provokes abhorrenoe. Nor can it be otherwise. For 
its principal design is, to mortify the pride of roan, 
and to display the glory of grace ; to throw all human 
excellence down to the dust, and to elevate, even to 
thrones of glory, the needy and the wretched; to 
show that every thing which exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of Christ, is an abomination in the 
sight of God ; and that he who is despised of men 
and abhorred by the nations, is Jehovah's eternal de- 
light.* The ancient gospel is an unceremonious 
thing. It pays no respect to the academic because of 
his profound learning ; nor to the moralist on ac- 
count of his upright conduct. It has not the least 
regard to the courtier, because of his pompous ho* 
nours ; nor to the devotee, for the sake of his zeal or 
his righteousness. No, the potent prince and tke 

^Ita.ilix. 7. Matt. m. 17. 
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abject slave, the wise philosopher and the ignorant 
rustic, the virtuous lady and the infamous prostitute, 
stand on the same level in its comprehensive sight. 
Its business is with the worthless and miserable, 
whomsoever they be. If these be relieved, its end 
is gained. If these be made happy, its Author is 
glorified, whatever may become of the rest. To- 
^yard these it constantly wears the most friendly as- 
pect and rejoices to. do them good. But the self- 
sufficient of every rank are ti'eated by it with the 
utmost reserve, and beheld with a steady contempt. 
The hungry iijilleth with good things but the rich it 
sendeth emfity away. 

These considerations may serve to show us the true 
state of the case, as it stood between Paul and his 
opponents. The situation of things was much the same 
between Protestants and Papists, at and for some 
time after the Reformation. ' Nor will the apostolic 
doctrine ever fail to be attended with strenuous op- 
position and foul reproaches, while ignorance of its 
real nature, and legal pride, prevail in the hearts of 
men* Many, indeed, are the methods that have 
been devised, to render the unpalateable truth more 
generally acceptable, and to obviate the offence of the 
Qros9. But what have been the consequences ? The 
gospel has been corrupted ; the consciences of awa- 
kened sinners have been left to grope in the dark, for 
that consolation which nothing but the unadulterated 
truth could give ; and, instead of promoting holiness, 
tlie reverse has been awfully manifest. It therefore 
behoves every lover of sacred truth, to let it stand on 
its own basis, and not to tamper with it. To leave 
all its credit and all its success in the world, to its 
own intrinsic worth — ^to that authority with which it 
is clothed, and to the management of that sovereign 
Being who ordained it for his own glory. 
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But however the doctrine of reigning grace may be 
despised by the self-sufficient 9 it will ever be revered 
by the floor in spirit. For, by it they are informed 
of an honourable way of escape from the wrath to 
come, which they know they have justly deserved. 
To the sensible sinner, therefore, it must always be a 
joyful sound. And though such persons as are igno- 
rant of its nature, tendency, and design, are always 
ready to imagine that it has an unfriendly aspect up- 
on morality and good works, when preached in its 
glorious freeness ; yet we may boldly affirm, that it 
is the grand instrument ordained by a holy God, for 
informing the ignorant, comforting the disconso^ 
late, and rescuing the profligate from tliat worstttf 
vassallage, the servitude of sin, and subjection to 
Satan. Such is the benign tendency of the glorious 
gospel ! Such is its fnendly and sanctifying influ- 
ence on the hearts of men ! 

It will indeed be acknowledged, that this doctrine 
may be held in licentiousness by those that profess it. 
But then it will be as confidently maintained, that 
whoever holds it in unrighteousness, never received 
the love of that sacred truth, or experienced the 
power of it. For, to hi^ve a bare conviction of di- 
vine truth in the mind, and to experience its power 
on the heart, are very diftcient things. The former 
may produce an outward profession ; the latter will 
elevate the affections, turn the corrupt bias of the 
will, anc' influence the whole conduct. With the 
steadiest persuasion, therefore, of the holy nature 
and tendency of the doctrine of divine grace, as it is 
in itself, and as it operates on the minds and man- 
ners of all those who know it in truth ; I proceed to 
•give, not a full display (that is infinitely too high for 
mortals) but some brief hints concerning that grace 
\\hich reigns j and of the way in which it is mani- 
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le«led» so RS to demonatrate its power, glorfy ^sad mk* 
jestss in the salvation of sinners. This I shall do by 
endeairottringia illustrate that important and charmo 
ing paaaage, recorded in l^omans the fifth and 
turenty-first : £ten so miokt GRACE R£IGN, 
VanouoH niOHTSovsvEss, umtq btshiial life, 
BT Jesus Cheist : oua Loed. And vhile the au- 
thor, conscious of his t>wn insufficiency, looks up to 
the Spirit of wisdcnn for diyine illumination, that he 
may write with- all the precision and sanctity of 
truth, in opening the noUe sufo|ect of the ensuing 
Treatise ; he would intreat the reader to peruse, 
with candour and impartiaUtyi the contents of the 
foUiewing. pages. 



CHAP. 1. 

Concerning the signification of the term Grate. 



Ti 



.JCAT we may proceed with greater clesu^ness and 
cei^ainty in our following inquiries, it is necessary 
to consider. what is implied by the term, Grace. 
The primacy and principal sense of the word, \%free 
favour^ unmerited icindnes9. In this acceptation it 
is most frequently used in the inspired volume { and 
thus it is to be understood in the words of the Holy 
Ghost under consideration. Grace^ in the writings 
of Paul, stands in direct opposition to works and 
worthiness-4-all works and worthiness of every kind, 
and every degree. This appears from the follow- 
ing passages. J^ow to fdm that worketh^ the reward 
is not reckoned qf grace ^ut of debt :^-^Thcr€fore it 
ia qffuth^ that it might be by grace. For by grace 
are. ye saved^^-^not qf worke^ ietf any man should 
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b(Ht9t, Who hath saved ««— ^cr accorditig to our 
nvorka^ but according to his own fiurfiose and grace,* 

As the vrord mercy^ in its primary significatim), 
lias relation to some creature, either actually in a. 
suffering state, or obnoxious to it ; so grace^ in its 
proper and strict sense, always pre*>supposes unwor^ 
thinesa in its object. Hence, whenever any thing 
Valuable is communicated by the blessed God to any 
of Adam*s apostate offspring, the communication of 
it cannot be of graccy any further than the pers^on on 
whom it is conferred is considered as unworthy. 
Por, so far as any degree of worth appears, the pro* 
vince of grace eeaaes, and that of equity takes place. 
Grace and worthiness, therefore, cannot be connect- 
ed in the same act, and for the same end. The one 
inust necessarily give place to the other, acx^ording 
to that remarkable text 5 Jf by graccy then it ia no 
more of works ; otherwise grax:e ia no more grace. 
jDutifitbe ofworka^ then it is no more grace ; other- 
wise work ia no more work.^ From the apostle*5 
Ixasoning it is evident, that whatever is of works, 
is not of grace at all ; and, that whatever is of g^c^ 
is not of works in any degree. In the apostle's view 
x)f tiling^, works and grace are essentially opposite, 
and equally irreconcileable as light and darknesST. 
Besides, when PaUl represents the capital blessings 
of salvation as flowing from divine grace, we are 
led to consider the persons on whom they are be^" 
stowed, i^ot only as having no claim to those benefits, 
but as deserving quite the reverse— as having incur- 
red a tremendous curse, and as justly exposed to 
eternal ruin. 

That grace, therefore, about which we treat, may 
be thus defined ; // is the eternal and absolutely free 

* Rom. ir. 4. 16. £phc». ii. 8» 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. f Rom^ zi. 6. 
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favour of God^ manifcBtcd in the voucJuafcment of 
afiifUual and eternal blessings to the guilty and the 
unworthy. What those blessmgs are, we shall en- 
deavour to show in the subsequent pages. Mean- 
while be it observedjdiat, according to this definition, 
the grace of God is eternal. Agreeable to the import 
©rthose reviving words; Fee, I have, loved thee vjith 
an everlasting love,* : Itis diviuely free, and infinite- 
ly rich. Entirely detached from every supposition 
of human worth, and operating inde,p€ndently of all 
conditions performed by man ; it rises superior to hu- 
jBan guilt, and superabounds over human unworthi- 
ness. Such is tlie eternal origin, such the glorious 
basis, of our salvation ! Hence . it proceeds and is 
carried on to perfection. Grace shines through the 
whole. For, as an elegant writer cbserves, ' it is not 
like a fringe of gold, bordering the garment ; not 
like an embroidery of gold, decorating the robe ; but 
like the mercy-seat of the ancient tabernacle, which 
>vas gold — pure gold-— all gold throughout.* 

Yes, reader, -this is the inexhaustible source of all 
those inestimable blessings which the Lord bestows 
on his unworthy creatures, in this, or in a future 
world. It is this which, in all that he does, or ever 
will do for sinners, he intends to render everlastingly 
glorious in their eyes, and in the eyes of all holy in- 
telligences. The indelible motto, inscribed by the 
hand of Jehovah on all the blessings of the unchange- 
able covenant, is^ To the praise of the glory of 

HIS GRACE. 

Hence we may learn. That if grace in its own na- 
ture, and as it is exercised in our salvation, be direct- 
ly opposite to all works and worthiness ; then such 
persons are awfully deceived, who seek to jein them 

* Jer. xxxl. 3. 
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tojjclher in the same worR arid for the same ccd. 
Hovrcver high their pretences may he to halincssvu 
is plain from the word of God, and maf in some de- 
gree appear from the nature of the thing, that they 
take an effectual way to ruin their souls for evef ; 
except that very grace prevent, of which they- have 
Kuch false and corrupt ideas. For divine grace dis- 
dains to be assisted in the performance of that work 
which peculiarly belongs to itself, by the poor, im- 
perfect performances of mcn> AttemptB to com- 
plete what graxe begins, betray our pride and oflcnd 
the Lord; but cannot promote our spiritual mterest. 
Let the reader therefore carefully remember, that 
grace is either absolutely free, or it is not at all : and| 
that he who professes to look for salvation by grace^ 
cither believes in his heart to be saved entirely by.it» 
or he acts inconsistently in affairs of the greatest im- 
portance*^ 



CHAP. IL 

OJ Grace^ as it Feigns in our Salvatioii in general 

tjrRACE> in our text, is compared to a sovereign* 
Now a soverergn, considered as suoh, is invested with 
regal power, and the highest authority. Gfaccy 
therefore, in her beneficent government, must exert 
and manifest sovereign power— must supercede the 
reign, and ' counteract the mighty and destructive 
operations of sin ; or she cannot bring the sinner 
to eternal life. For the Holy Spirit has compar- 
ed sin to a sovereign^ whose reign terminates in 
death. 
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As sin appears, clothed in horrki dcfbRinity, and 
armed with destructive power, inflicting temporal 
death) and menacing eternal flames ; so Grace ap- 
pears on the throne, arrayed in the beauties of holi- 
ness, and smiling with divine benevolence ; touched 
with feelings of the tenderest compassion, and armed 
with all the magnificence of invincible power. Fully 
determined to exert her authority and gratify her 
con^paasion, under the conduct of infinite wisdtmi ; 
to the everlasting honour of inflexible justice, invi;^-^ 
lahle yeracity,L and every divine perfection— by rescu- 
ing the condemned offender from the jaws of de- 
stnictioa ; by speaking peace to the alarmed con- 
aclences of damnable delinquents; by restoring to 
apostate creatures and vile miscreants, a supte^ie 
love to Qod and delight it> the ways of holiness ; andy 
finally, by bringing them safe to everlasting honour 
and joy. In a word ; the heart of this mighty sove- 
reign is compassion itself; her looks are love; hev 
language is balm to the bleeding soul, and her arm 
salvation. Such a sovereign is Grace. Those who 
are delivered by her, must enjoy a complete salva- 
tion. Those who live under her most benign go- 
vernment must be happy indeed. 

Divine grace, as reigning in our salvation, not only 
appcarsi but appears with majesty ; not 6nly shines^ 
but triumphs : providing all things, freely bestowing 
all things necessary to our eternal happiness. Grace 
doesjiot set our salvation on fomU by accommodating 
its terms and conditions to the enfeebled capacities 
of lapsed creatures ; but begms, carries on, and com- 
pletes the arduous work. Grace, as a sovereign, 
does not rescue the sinner from deserved ruin ; fur- 
nish him with new abilities : and then leave him, by 
their proper use, to resist the tempter ; to mortify 
his lusts ; to attain those holy qualities and^perform 
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those righteous acts, wliich render him fit for eternal 
Itappiness, and give him a title to it. No ; for if th« 
province and work of grace were circumscribed in 
this manner, things of the last importance to the glo- 
ry of God and the felicity of man^ weuld be left in 
the most uncertain and perilous situation. And, ad- 
mitting the possibility of any sinner being sav^d ia- 
such a way, there would be ample scope fop the ca^* 
eilions of spiritual pride, and much room for boast- 
ing ; which would be diametrically contrary to the- 
honour of the Most High, and frustrate the noble de- 
signs of grace. This matchless favour, ^irfrom be^ 
ing,satisficd.with laying the foundation, rears the su- 
perstructure also ; it not only settles the prelimina- 
ries, but executes the very business itself. The Pha- 
risee in tlie parable j made bis acknowledgments to 
preventing and assisting grace : for, God Lthank the* 
was liis language. It is evident, however^ that his 
views of grace were v«ry conti»acted ; and his hopesr 
arising from it very deceitful'.- Would-. we then view 
grace as reigning ? We must consider it as tlie al- 
pha and omega, the boginjiing and end of our salva- 
tion ; ihat the unrivalled honour of that gi^atest of all 
works, may be given to tht Goo of ali gract. 

Having taken this general view of reigning gracQv 
I would now* ask ; What think you, reader, of this 
wonderful favour ? Is it worthy of God \ Is it suit- 
able, to your case ?— -Or know you not, that you are: 
by nature under the guilt and dominion of sin ? Of 
sin, that dreadful sovei^eign ; of s^in,^ that worst of ty- 
rants. Sin rei^nsy says the apostle ; and- the end of* 
its reig^, where the sovereignty of grace does not in- 
terpose^^i^ eternal death. Can you sleep fiway your 
timeii.and dreainof being .finally happy, while under^ 
the power of so niajignantia, spvereign ? Shall the 
Coys; and trifles of a transitorv world- amuse, when 

B 2- ■ 
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y^iQT 4oulyyour iinmortal all, is at stake? If so^ 
how lamentable your condition ! how dreadful your 
state! Awake !-^-4irise 1— Bow the knee to divine 
grace, O stubborn rebel i while she holds out the 
golden sceptre of pardon and of peace. Acknow- 
Iedg;e her supremacy, submit to her government, be- 
fbre justice ascend the throne and vengeance lanch 
her bolts. For then an eternal bar ivill lie agamst 
every application for mercy, though arising from the 
most pressing want. 

Or, if awake in your conscience, do you think it 
possible to effect your own deliverance^ Alas ! you 
are entirely without strength to perform any such 
thing ; and grace was never intended as an auxiliary 
to help the weak, but well-disposed, to save them- 
selves. The mercy of God and the gospel of Christ, 
were never designed to assist and reward the right- 
eous i but to relieve the miserable and save the des- 
pentte-^^o deliver those who have no other assistance, 
nor any other hope. — Were you acquainted with, 
your abject vassallage, were yovL convinced by the 
Spirit of truth, that there is no possible way of es- 
cape, but by reigning grace ; then would you cry for 
l>elp, and then the relief that giraice affords would be 
M your tatuation and all your desire: 

If, on the other hand, y6u are burdened with sin 
zsLd harassed by clamorous feak*s of being cast into 
IkfAl ;• ifi sensible of your nadve depravity-, the multi- 
plied iniquities of your life, the many shame£ul de- 
&dtt 'att^dif>g your best services, and your present 
iteolute uhWorthiness, you are ready to sink in de- 
spondetktf ; O remember 2 that ^ace has erected her 
thh»iie. This forbids despair. For her wonderful 
tbren^ i^ erected, not on the ruins of justice, not on 
tli^ dishonour of the law ; but, on the blood of 
TUB La jrm. The inconceiv«ibly perfect obedience 



IN on fUkhTLtiaS us OBNSAAXi. tfr 



and the infinitely meritorious death of the Son ^f 
God, form its mighty basis. Here grace is highly 
exalted :- here grace appears in state, dispensing her 
favours and showing her glory. To such a benevo'- 
lent and condescending soTereign, the basest may 
have free access.-— By such a powerful sovereign the 
most various^ multiplied, and pressing wants,. may be 
relieved with the utmost ease and the greatest alacri- 
ty. Remember, disconsolate soul, that the name, the 
nature, the office of GRACE ENTHRONED, loudly 
attest. That the greatest unworthiness and the most 
profligate crimes, are no bar to the sinner in coming 
to Christ for salvation ; in looking to sovereign fa- 
vour iov all tJiat ho wants. Nay they demonstrate* 
that the unworthy and sinful are the only persona 
with whom grace is at all concerned. This is amaz- 
ing I this is delightful L 

Ho i. all ye children of want and sons of wretch- 
edness ! hither ye may come with the utmost free-" 
dom. Be it known to you; be it never forgotten 
by you;, that Jbrovah considered your indigent 
ease, and designed your complete relief^ when he 
erected this wonderful throne. Yournamea are not 
omitted in the heavenly grant ; nay, ye are the onfy 
persons that are blessed with a right of access to this 
mercy- seat.— -Did sinners more generally know their 
state, and the glorious natm*e o£ grace as exaUtd in 
majesty a how would the throne of this mighty 
sovereign be crowded!- — crowded, not by persons 
adonied with fine^^ilacQmpUshments—- but, with the 
fioar^ th£ tnaimedtf, tkfi halty and the blifid. Wilb 
longing hearts^ and. uplilred hands, big with expectn- 
tionand suve.o£success,.tfaey would d^roQg her courts* 
Thither they would flee as si cloud for number, and 
as i/oi;e« for speed :. for there is |>roidsion made, to 
supply all their wants. As persons of all ftokstanct 
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of every character, are equally destitute of any right- 
eous or valid plea for admission into the eternal king- 
dom; so, feeling their want of spiritual blessings, 
they have equally free access to this munificent sove- 
reign, and the same ground to expect complete re- 
lief. Here, and in this respect, there is no difference 
betvireen the devout professor, and the abandoned pro- 
flgate ; the chaste vii^gin, and the infamous prosti- 
tute. For, being all criminals, and under the same 
condemnation, they have not the smallest gleam of 
hope, except what shines upon th^m in that compas- 
sionate proclamation which is- issued from the throne 
of grace by the eternal Sovereign.* Bm, as that 
proclamation is expressive of the freest favour and' 
the richest grace ; including offenders of the worst 
characters, publishing pardon for sins of the deepest 
dye, and all ratified by veracity itself; it affords suf* 
ficient encouragement to the vilest wretch that lives, 
who is willing to. owe his* all to divine bounty^ with- 
cmt hesitation to i^eceive the heavenly blessmg, and 
with gratitude to rejoice iw the royal donation.^* 
'-'Yes, thine it is, O sovereign Gracb ! to raise 
the poor from the dunghill, and the needy out of the 
dttst: Thine it is^ lot set them on thrones ofgloiyy. 
atid to number them among the princes of heaven.' 
Remember this, my sou4, and be this thy comfort: 
and mav the Lord. enable both the author and the 
rijader, to- see oye to eye the riches of Reigning^ 
GracdJ 

^Having endeavoured to show^^^w grace reigiis in 
olir salvatloik in genoi*a4 ; I shall now proceed^ in the 
foUbwi^g^ chapters, to make- it appear that grace 
rei^^ more, pai^ticularly, in our electron — calling' — 

•*»^ !». W; h 2, 3. : Matt. xi. 28. John vi, 37. andvii. 37. 



perseverance in the faith to eternal life. These are . 
so many essential branches of our salvation ; and in ' ] 
the vouchsafement of these capital blessings, grace \ 
reigns ; manifesting an authority and exerting a fpvi* • 

er truly divine and infinitely glorious. . 4 « 
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Of GracCy as it reigns in our JElection. , * 



MONG the various blessings ivhich flow from 
sovereign goodness, and are dispensed by reigning 
grace, that of election deservedly claims our first 
regard. It was in the decree of election that the 
grace of our Infinite Sovereign did first appear, in. 
^boosing Christ at the head, and in him, as his mem- 
berst all th^t shoitid eyer be «aved. Election, there« 
fbre» is the first link in the golden chain of our salvat 
tion I and the comer-stone in the amazing fabric of 
humai;! happiness. 

As Jah^vah is the former of universal nature, 
the supporter and goyernour of all worlds; and as it 
is not consistent with the perfection of an infinite 
Agent, to act without the highest and noblest design ; 
so the adored Creator, before he imparted existence 
or time commenced, proposed and appointed an end 
worthy of himself, in all he determined to do. Thia 
was his owa glory. This was his grand design in all 
the various ranks of existence to which his almighty 
Jiat gave birth. Not a single creature in the vast scale 
of dependent being, but is connected with this as it& 
ultimate end. The loftiest seraph that surrounds the 
throne, and the meanest insect that crawls in the dufttp. 
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have the same oritjinal Parent, aikl are designed, hi 
• different ways, to answer the same exalted end. To 
, *, dfny this, or to suppose that the most perfect Agent 
' dftd pot act for the most worthy purpose, is highly de- 
• rogatory to the dignity of the first Cause. 

f N^bly conspicuous, among the various orders of 

A animatef'and inaijimate existence in this lower crca- 
^ I • tion, was man, when first formed and recent from the 
^ 4 liaftct^ of bis Maker. Man, therefore, as bearing the 

• •livel/ inipreSs of his* great GFeator*s image ; pos- 
^ sessiflg such elevated faculties and large capacities 

for operation and enjoyment; was designed, in a pe- 
culiar manner, to answer this highest of all purposes. 
» Nor was the entrance of sin subversive of the grand 

design, but made subservient to it in various ways.— - 
It was impossible such an event should brmg confu- 
sion into that stupendous plan of divme operation 
which consummate wisdom had formed. For, known 
to the omnicicnt God^ arc all his works^ atid all 
cvents,/rom the beginning of the world. All that is 
comprehended in what men call contingent ^ is abso- 
\\itQ certainty with Him who is perfect in knowledge. 
The entrance of sin, therefore, among moral agents, 
whether angels or m.en, could not possibly frustrate 
Jehovah's purpose,, or render his original designs 
abortive. The council of the Lord ehall standi and: 
he will do all hia /i/iea#t^rt.—- Though the entrance of 
moral evil among mankind was an awful event ; 
though Adam^ and every individual of his numerous 
offsprinff were contaminated, injured, and ruined 
by it ; yet it appears from divine revelation, that He 
who declares the end from the beginning, not* only 
foresaw it, hut from eternity determined to display 
his perfections and promote his glory by it. His de- 
termination was, to glorify himself in the complete 
salvation and endless felicity of some of the apostate 
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race, arid) in the righteous condemnation of others : 
so that a revenue of glory shall arise to the great Su- 
preme from all mankind. This glery shall arise, as 
well from that haughty Egyptian monarch, who re- 
nounced God*s dominion and said ; Who ia Jehovah 
that I should obey him P as from the king of Krael, 
whose exalted character is, ji man after God's own 
heart — As well from a traitorous Judas, who sold his 
Master's blood ; as from a faithful Paul, who counted 
not his yery life dear, so that he might finish his 
course with joy, and promote the Saviour's honour. 
These shall be the monuments of sovereign grace ; 
those cf righteous vengeance, and both for the glo- 
ry of God to all eteraity. — Nor is any thing more 
agreeable to right reason, or the sacred scripture, 
than to conclude; That as Jehovah is the first 
Cause, so he should be the last End ; and that he 
should be at the most perfect liberty to dispose of his 
offending creatures, in what way he pleases, for his 
own glory. To dispute this, is to deny Lis divine 
supremacy, and, with Pharaoh, to renounce his eter- 
nal dominion. 

Such being the final cause of the creation in gene- 
ral, and of mankind in particular, that sovereign Be- 
ing who has an absolute right to do what he will with 
his own, having determined to create man and to 
leave him to the freo<iora of his own. will, foreseeing 
he would certainly fall ; of his free distivginshing 
iovey chose a certain number out of the afiostate race 
of Adam^ and ordained them to a partici/iation of 
grace here, and to the enjoyment of glory hercajtcr. 
In the execution of which purpose, by means every 
way becoming himself, he determined to glorify all 
his infinite eKcellences. Such is that immanent act 
of God which is commonly called Election^ and is the 
subject of this chapter. 
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The doctrine of election, or, irhich is the same 
thing, the doctrine of disting'ui&hing grace, is now 
verf much exploded. It is generally deemed un- 
worthy of serious notice, by the learned and philo- 
sophic gentlemen of the present age. Though it^ 
cannot be denied to have made a considerable figure 
in those systems of divinity, that were adopted by men 
of eminence for piety and learning in former ages ; 
and particularly by our first Reformers from Pope- 
ry ; yet now it is ranked, by many, among the rash 
opinions of a credulous antiquity. It is cashiered, 
us a doctrine abhorrent from reason, and as at eternal 
war with the moral perfections of God. It is con- 
signed over to oblivion, as worthy of no more regard, 
than the bold inquiries and wild conclusions ; the 
laborious trifling and learned lumber, of the ancient, 
doting, Popish schoolmen. It is also traduced as u 
declared enemy to practical piety, and as highly inju- 
rious to the comfort and hope of mankind. This be- 
ing the case, we need not wonder that it is now be- 
come quite unfashionable. 

'But what is the reason of this tragical outcry 
Against it? If I be not greatly deceived, it is as fol- 
lows. This doctrine lays the axe at the root of all 
our boasted moral excellence. This doctrine, in its 
native consequences, demolishes every subterfuge of 
human pride ; as it leaves not a shadow of a differ- 
ence between one man and another, why the Deity 
should regard and save this person rather than that ; 
but teaches ail who know and all wlio embrace it, to 
rest in that memorable maxi^i ; Even so Father, 

TOR so it seemed GOOD IN THY SIGHT; resolvlftg 

the whole into divine grace and divine sovereign- 
ty. Without paying the least compliment to the 
learning, sagacity, or character, of any who dare to 
arraign the divine conduct, it repels their insolence 
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in llie following blnnt manner ; .Aay, but O man t 
ivho art thou that re/ilieet against God .?— It further 
teaches, that as unmerited kindnebs and sovereij;;n 
favour began the work of salvation ; so the same 
grace must carry it on and complete the vast desij^n : 
while the Moat High, ever jeajpus of his honour, is 
determined to have all the glory. Other reasons 
might be mentioned, but these may suffice to show, 
that the spirit ef independence which is natural to 
man, an.d reigns in the unre generated, must be fired 
with resentment by such an attack upon it. Hence 
the few votaries of this unpopular doctrine must ex* 
pcct reproach and ridicule, if not something more 
severe, to attend the profession of a tenet so un» 
polite. 

It is not, however, my present design to enter up- 
on a laboured defence of this offensive doctrine. I 
shall leave that to the friends of truth, who have 
more leisure and greater abilities. This, indeed, has 
been already often performed with great advantage to 
the church of God. I shall, tlierefore, content my- 
self, with taking a short view of the principal branches 
of this article of the christian faith ; with proposing 
a few arguments which appear to me plain and perti- 
nent in vindication of it; and witli pointing out its 
proper improvement. 

That those who in the volume of inspiration are 
called the electa are a people disiinguis^hcd from oth- 
ers, and tlmt all mankind are not included undrr 
this denomination ; are so apparent as hardly to 
need any proof. These things are so obvious, from 
the allowed signification of the term, ai.d the tenour 
of divine revelation, as to leave no room for dispute. 
•—From the signification of the term. Because^ 
where all, whether persons or thihgs, are equally 
accepted) there is no preference ^iven ; there is no 

C 
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choice made ; there are none left. For to elect uiul 
to choose^ ai*e the same thmg. Where any arc cho- 
sen, others must be refused. — From the tenour of di- 
vine revelation. As it is written ; J sfieak not of you 
all i I know whom I have chosen^^I have chosen you 
out of the world — The election hath obtained ity and 
the rest were blindt:d. 

That those who are so denominated are not collec- 
tive bodies^ appeal's with superior evidence from 
ivliat is asserted concerning them^ in tlie same infal* 
lible rule of our faith and pra.ctice. They are de- 
scribed/as having their names written in heaven^ and 
in the book of life. They are said to be ordained to 
eternal life^ and choten to salvation. And in the 
boldest manner imaginable, it is asked by one, who 
was thoroughly acquainted with their state and pri- 
vileges ; Who shall lay any thing" to the charge of 
God's elect ? — Now a small degree of discernment 
will enable us to conclude, that these things cannot 
with truth be affirmed concerning nations, churches, 
or communities of any sort, considered as such. 
But, on the contrary, they strongly imply, that the 
elect, as distinguished from others, are particular 
persons, whose names are in a particular manner 
known to God ; that election relates to spiritual 
blessings and eternal enjoyments ; and that the ob- 
jects of it are dear to God, and for ever precious in 
his sight. 

That the objects of election are particular persons 
may further appear from hence. From the begin- 
ning Jehovah designed to manifest his love in the sal- 
vation of sinners. The damnation inflicted pn many 
puts it beyond a doubt, that this design extended on- 
ly to some ; for all are not saved, and the divine 
purpose cannot be rendered void. That salvation 
was to be wrought by his own Son, as invested with 
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the character, and as performing the work of a Mc* 
diator and Surety. A» a Mediator and Substitute, 
he was to obey, and bleed, and die ; die, under a 
charge of the blackest guilt, and feeling the weight 
of the heaviest curse*. It was necessary, therefore, 
to be determined, how many, ar.d who in particular, 
should be interested in this wonderful work, and sav- 
ed by it. Their persons, as well as their situation 
and wants, must be known to him and distinguished 
from others. For it is absurd to suppose, that he 
should engage as a substitute, to perform obedience 
und pour his blood ; to lay down his life as a ransom 
to satisfy justice, and all this for persons unknown. 
When any ene engages, in a legal way to become 
responsible for another in matters of debt or offence ; 
he is always supposed to have some knowledge of the 
person for whom he engages, so as to distinguish 
him from all others, who may be in similar circum- 
stances and stand in the same need ; and the name of 
the person, whose cause he undertakes, must also be 
mentioned in the engagement to render it valid. 

Nor does it appear that the design of God in the 
salvation of sinners, by the incarnation and death of 
his own Son, could have been certainly answered on 
any other hypothesis. Supposing, for instance, that 
it had been the divine purpose to save, by the media- 
tion of Jesus, all who should ever belreve; without 
ascertaining the persons who should thus embrace the 
Redeemer, it would have remained dubious whether 
any would be finally saved ; because uncertain w he- 
ther any would ever believe. But if it were certain 
that some would believe, this certainty must arise 
from the purpose of God ; for, on any other founda- 
tion, nothing future can be absolutely certain. If it 

* SCer, V. 21. Ckil. iil. 13. 
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was determined that some should believe, the divine 
appointment nuist be considered as extending to 
every individual whose faith and salvation arc sup-» 
posed to be certain. For faith is a gift of grace, and 
could not be foreseen in any but those «n whom the 
great Dispenser of eveiy favour had determined to 
bestow it. Hence we may safely infer, that as the 
death of Christ was absolutely certain, in virtue of 
a divine purpose, and the everlasting compact be- 
tween the Eternal Three ; so all the individuals that 
should ever be saved by the undertakmg of Jesus, 
were chosen of God ; were distinguished from othersi 
and consigned to the great Shepherd as his peculiar 
charge. 

It is equally plear that the elect were chosen of 
God before time began ; for their election is one of 
the first effects of divine love. This love was from 
everlasting. The love of God to their persons, and 
their election to complete felicity, must, therefore, be 
eternal. If, indeed, there had ever been a point in 
duration, in which the blessed God had no thoughts 
of a Mediator, nor any designs of manifesting hi^ 
love to miserable and guilty creatures ; then it might 
be supposed that there was an instant in which the 
favoured few, who are called ^i^ eiecty were not the 
objects of his choice, put if it was Jehovah's eter- 
nal purpose to manifest the riches of his grace by a 
Mediator, if the Deity, subsisting in three distinct 
persons, and .acting under the persoi>al characters of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, did, 
before all worlds, resolve on the measures to be pur- 
sued ; land if a Mediator was appointed, as the grand 
medium of divine operation in the wonderful work j 
then we may safely conclude, that the persons to be 
interested in this mediation and benefited by it, 
were fixed upon and chosen. For ^o\\\ reason and 
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revelation concur to forbid our supposing, that the 
Son of the Blessed should engage as Mediator aad 
act as a Substitute, for he did not know ivhom ; or^ 
that the counsels of heaven should tevminate in mero 
peradventures» It would be^ equally incongruous foF 
us to imagine, that a resolution in the Eternal Mind 
eonceming the work of redemption, which is evident- 
ly the chief of all the ways of God, should have any 
other date than eternity. 

Expressljr in- our £avonr and in proof of the point 
are the declarations of the Holy Ghost. Thus wc 
read ; Qod hath^frwn the beginnings chosen you to hoI* 
'vation'^^He hath choaen ue in him^ before the founda^ 
Hon of the world. They were chosen in Christ, as- 
their head and representative. Christ and the elect 
constitute one mystical body. He the head, and they 
the members ; the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 
Before the foundation of the loor Id. This emphatical 
phrase is evidently expressive of eternity. Before 
the world was formed, of any creature existed, time 
did not commence. The commencement of time, 
and that of created existence, are exactly of the same 
date. Prior, therefore, to the formation of the uni* 
vei"se, duration was absolute eternity. The same in- 
fallible writer in the same Epistle,, speaking of the 
amazing scheme of man's redemption formed in the 
mind of God, emails it the sternal purpose, whichi 
he fiurfiosed in Christ Jesus our Lord ; which, as we 
have before proved, necessarily infers the choice of 
the objects of that redemption.. 

This truth may be further evinced by considering^ 
that as the inheritance of glory was prepared for its 
future possessors, before the foundation of the- 
world; so^rare, and all spiritual blessings that wera 
necessary to fit them for the enjoyment of it, were 
9[iv€n t4iem in Christ Jesus i were lodged in hishands^. 
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as their federal head, as the appointed Mediator, and 
for their use, before the world began.* Nor can wc 
conceive of vxxf new determinations arising in the 
Eternal Mind, or any purposes formed by our Mak- 
er, that were not from everlasting ; without sup- 
posing him defective in knowledge ; or mutable in 
his perfections. Suppositions these, which very ill 
become the character of Him whose name is J£HO« 
VAH. 

But is there any reason assignabJe, why the elect 
were chosen to life and glory, while others were left 
in their sins to perish under the stroke of divine juS" 
tice ? None, in the creature. For all naankind, con- 
sidered in themselves, were viewed as in the same 
situation, and on a perfect level. Notwithstanding, 
the great Author of all things and Lprd of the world 
condescends to assign the reason when he says; / 
Vfill have mercy on whom I will have mercy. In this 
the adored Ifedeemer perfectly acquiesced, as ap- 
pears from those remarkable words; Even *o, Father ^ 
/or 90 it seemed good in thy sight. In this also the 
penetrating judgment of that wonderful man, who 
was caught up to the third heaven, rested completely 
satisfied :t and in the same reason of the divine pro- 
cedure we ought all to rest, without a murmuritig 
w«rd, or an opposing thought. Nor can we rebel 
ilgainst the sovereign determinations of the Most 
!l$gh, without incurring flagrant guilt; or persist ia 
so doing, and escape with impunity. 

But supposing there was na original difference be-^ 
tween the objects of distinguishing grace, and those 
who finally perish ;. yet, did not the Omniscient /ore» 
9ce them as possessed of faith, (niitful in. holy obe- 
dience, and persevering to the end ? and were not 

; * a Tijp, t 9, %b, t 3, \, t Roi9. ». 1^ 16. 
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these considered b^ a righteous God, as the cause 
why he chose them ra^er than others who werr 
viewed as destitute of such recommendations ? Bj- 
ao meims^ For gi*ace reignt in the choice of all the 
elect : and grace as a severeigny rejects with- dis-- 
dain every: such proud pretence to a claim upon her. 
She never affords her smiles to any because they are- 
worth-:. She eimeblea none because they are better 
than others. ' So to do would be quite inconsistent 
with her amiable character ; would be utterly sub- 
versive of her grand design. Whenever she be« 
atows her kind- regard Sy. it is with the condescension 
of an absolute spvereign. Wherever she interposes, 
her helping hand, it is on the behalf of those who 
have no other assistance, nor any other plea. But 
as a further proof of my negative, I would offer the 
following arguments.. 

Faith in; Christ and holy obedience are represent- 
ed by the unerring Spirit, as the fruits and effects of 
election:: they cannot, therefore, be considered as 
the cause^ without absurdity in reason, and a con- 
tradiction to divine revelation. For it is written; 
A9 many a^ voere ordained to eternal lijej believed'^*. 
He hath choBen^ u^^^tfm^t we might be holy. They, 
believed because they ¥pere ordained to eternal life i. 
not ordained to eternal life, because it was foreseen 
they would believe.. They were chosen, not because 
they were, or. ever would be holy ; but that they 
might be so,*^ Those^ and those only partake of 
faith, who. are called by divine grace : but such only 
are called, to faith and holiness, who were predesti- 
nated to be conformed to the image of Christ^ For 
whom he did, ftrede^ttnatef them he aUo called,^"* * ■.«: 
Again : The chosen of. God. are the sheep of Christ.. 

^ Acts xiii. 48. %li. i. 4. f Bern. viii. 30. 
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None but those who are so denominated believe on 
him) according to his own declaration ; Ye believe 
n9tf because ye are not of my sheeft,* By which we 
are taughl, that believing in him does net make us 
his sheep, or give us a right to tlte character ; but it 
is an evidence that we were so considered, in the 
sight of God, and given* into the hands of the great 
Shepherd to t>e saved hj him. Once mere r God 
hath called us fvith an holy ealUng^ not according to\ 
not in consideration of our works^ whether past or 
£uture ; but according to his own fiurfiose and grace^ 
nohich he fiu/rfiosed in Christ Jesus before the world 
Segan.^ If, then, we are not called according to 
©ur works or worthiness, but according to the ever- 
lasting purpose and free distinguishing grace of 
Him, who nvorketh all things after the council of his 
own will ; much less is it to be supposed, that we 
were chosen according to them, or in foresight of 
them. 

To illustrate the truth and confirm the argument 
it may be further observe d ; That faith and holiness^ 
in the method of grace, occupy a- middle station.-— ^ 
They are neither the feundation nor the top stone, 
in the spiritual building. Though inseparably con- 
nected with election,^ ihey are neitiier its cause, nor 
its consummation. That is sovereign grace ; this 
infinite glory. — Faith> and holiness are, as one ob- 
serves, what stalks and branches are to a root ; by 
which the vegetable juices ascmd) to produce and 
ripen the principal fruit. By grace ye are saved 
THROUGH faith'-'^^Choscn to salvation^ THROuan 
sanctijicatioh of the Sfiirit and belief of the truth*. 
Consequently they are no more the cause of electioiv 
than the means necessary to attain any valuable end^ 

*Johax. 26. tSTioki. 9. 
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are. the cause of appointing that end ; than which 
nothing can be supposed more absurd.-— -Besides^ if 
i^ien were foreseen as possessed of faith and holiness^ 
prior to their election^ and independent on it : it is 
hard to, conceive what occasion there was for their 
being elected. There could be no necessity for it 
to secure their final happiness* For the Judge of 
all the earth must do right : and eternal misery was. 
never designed to be the portion of any who believe 
and are holy ; for peace and salvation are inseparably 
joined to such a state^ and to such characters.^— Ta 
have ordained those to liappiness and glory, that were 
fore::£en to be thus qualified^, would therefore, have 
been altogether unnecessary. 

Further: Election depends on the mere good 
pleasure cf God, without any motive in. us to infiu* 
ence tixe diviue will. No other cause 'm assigned by 
Paul, when stating and defending the doctrine ; no 
other reason is given by his divine Master. The 
former asserts ^^^^ ^h^ K^g immortal firedeetinated 
us'-^^iccording to the good fiUaatire of hia V)UL That 
it h not of him '^«^ vnilethy nor of him that runneth^ 
hut of God tha^ showeth mercy. Therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he will. And the latter with joy de- 
clares ; / thank thecy Q Father^ Z'Ord of heaven and 
earthy because iho^ /'««^ hid these things from the 
fuiae and firudent^ o^d hath revealed them unto tabes. 
Even sOy Father^ for so it seemed good in thy sight. 
That revelation which i& here designed, is no other 
than the execution of the divine purpose in election. 
And the only reason assigned by Him who is the 
Wisdom of God, and perfectly acquainted with the 
counsels of heaven, why the mysteries of the gospel 
are revealed to some, while others of superior abili- 
ties and greater reputation among their fellow crea- 
tures, ate left in absolute ignorance^ and suffered ta^ 
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oppose them to their aggravated rUin ; is, tl)e sove- 
reign pleasure of Him who ffiveth no account of any 
qf his matters* 

Much to our purpose are the words of Paul, when 
professedly defending the doctrine of divine election. 
The children being not yet born^ and, consequently, 
neither having dofie any good' or exniy to obtain the 
approbation, or to provoke the resentment of their 
Creator; that the fiurfiosc of God according to elec 
lion might stand ; not of works^ or worthiness in the 
objects of it, bnt of the gi'ace of him that calleth : it 
was said concerning Jacob and Esau, as an instance 
of the divine procedure towards mankind in geileral^ 
and as an evidence of the truth of the doctrine : the 
cider shall serve the younger. And again ; Inhere is 
a remnant according to the election of grace. This 
assertion the sacred disputant proceeds to confimiy 
by the following nervous argument— -4in argument 
taken from the nature of grace, as, contradistinguish- 
ed to all works and worthiness of every kind, ^nd 
if by gracey then it is no more of works ; otherwise 
grace is no more grace. But if it be of works then 
it ts no more grace } otherwise work is no more 
work. In this passage the truth under consideration 
is asserted in the plainest manner, and confirmed by 
the strongest reasoning. So that if any submission 
of judgment and conscience be due to the positive 
dictates of the infallible Spirit ; if any regard ought 
to be paid to a demonstrative argument urged by the 
Lord's ambassador ; here they are due, and here 
they ought to be paid. For Paul teaches and proves 
that our election to eternal glory, must be either en- 
tirely of grace, or entirely of works; grace and 
works being directly opposite. They cannot there- 
fore, unite in producing the same effect, or in pro- 
iiioting the same end. Whoever, then, acknow- 
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ledges any such thing as an election of sinners to fu- 
ture happiness, must necessarily maintain ; either, 
that the sole reason why they were chosen rather 
than othersy was their own su/ierior wQrthine99j 
without grace being concerned at all in the choice ; 
and so their election is an act of remunerative jus- 
tice ; or that they were equally unworthy of the di- 
vine regards as any of those that perish ; and so 
their election is an act of sovereign grace. One of 
these he must hold, in opposition to the other. For 
if there be any other alternative, the apostle's argu- 
ment is inconclusive. There is no reconciling expe- 
dient that can be devised by the wit of man. We 
may attempt a coalition between works and grace, 
but it will be found impracticable ; while, in so do- 
ing, our pride and folly will be great, and our dis- 
appointment certain. For such an attempt wouM 
not only bring the greatest confusion into all our 
ideas about works and grace ; but, as far as possible, 
destroy the very things themselves. — Such persons 
as maintain the contrary hypothesis, may, to save 
appearances, 9ay that election is of grace ; but if it 
be on a foresight of faith and obedience, there is in 
reality nothing of grace in it ; for grace is free fa* 
vour. On this supposition, election is no other than 
an afifiointment qfa reward to its objects ; on a fore^^ 
sight of the requisite conditions being firescribed^ and 
performed by them. But, as such, it is an act of 
remunerative justice ; or at least, of fidelity and 
truth ; and cannot, without open violence to the com- 
mon signification of the terms, be denominated an act 
of mere favour, or of pure benevolence. 

That it is the design of Paul, when handling the 
subject in his Epistle to the Romans, to exclude all 
consideration of human worthiness, and to resolve 
the election of those who are saved entirely into the 
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^race of God, as infinitely free and divinely sove- 
reign, appears from those objections to which he re- 
plies. For the objections made, and the answers 
returned, are of such a nature as would appear quite 
impertinent, and without the least shadow of reason 
to support them 5 <Jn supposition that God, Vhcn hre 
chose his people, had any regard to their superior 
worthiness, in comparison with those who perish.<^— 
The objections suppose, that the divine conduct in 
this affair is inequitable. But such a supposition 
could not have been made, such a charge couW ne* 
ver have been laid against it, by any man of sense, or 
of the least reflection ; if the Almighty in the decree 
of election, had proceeded to 'distinguish between 
one man and another, according to their personal 
qualities and moral worth. 

The in^llible writer having treated about God*s 
distinguishing love to Jacob, and his rejection of 
Esau, starts an objection against the tenour of his ar* 
guing and the truth he maintained ; an objection^ 
he knew, that Was both plausible and common.-— 
What shall v>e sat/y then ; what will be inferred as» 
the necessaiy consequence <X our foregoing asser- 
tion ? Will any one dare to conclude, that there is 
unrighteousness with God, because he dispenses, or 
withholds his favours, accoi'ding to his own sove- 
reign pleasfure ? Far be it I Such a consequence will 
be held in the utmost abhorrence, by all who revere 
their Maker.— The apostle having rejected the 
shocking inference, in the strongest manner, pro* 
ceeds to confirm his assertions and to prove his 
doctrine. This he does by appealing to the ancient' 
scriptures. For, He whose name is Jehovah, saith 
to Moses : I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy, and will have com/iassion on whom I mil 
have comfiassion. From* which memorable and an- 
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-c'lttht Oracle, he infers the following conclusloik : Ss 
then^ it U not of him that wiiietk^ nor qf htm that run- 
nethj but of God that thoweth mercy. Hence it 
appears with striking evidence, that it waa Paul's 
4esign to prove, not only that some of the fallen 
race were chosen, in ccmtradistinctipn to othera ; 
but also, that those ol^jects of the divine choice were 
.appointed to ^lory, not in consideration of anj thing 
which caused them to differ from others \ but pure- 
ly, solely, entirely, because it was the good pleasure 
<>f God to make them partakers ot that mercy on 
?which they had not the least claim» any more than 
those who perish. For, tm a supposition of the con- 
trary^ it does not appear that his quotation from the 
'writings of Nioses, and the conclusion he forms u^ 
on it, were at all to his purpose ; but mher adapted 
to mislead his reader, and to bias his judgment in &- 
vour. of error. 

The zealous and indefatigable teachqr oT heaven- 
ly truth, in prosecuting his subject, meets with ano* 
ther objection wbich he is equally careful to obviate. 
For, aUer having asserted That Jehovah has mercy 
on whom he vdlU and whom he vnll he harden ethm it 
is added ; Thou wilt tay then unto me, Why doth he 
yet find fault with any of iiis creatures, or blame 
their conduct ? .for who hath reusted hia willf or 
rendered his purposes void ?-^This objection ex- 
hibits a faithful mirror, in which every opposer of 
divine sovereignty may see his face and read his 
character. The most horrid and shocking conse- 
quences that are now charged on the doctrine of 
eternal, unconditional, and personal electioui ace 
here included and reduced to a small compats. 
This objection! in*modem style, reads thus : << Ac- 
cording to the CalvinistiQ doctrine of election, 
men are mere machines. They are impelled to 
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this 6v that by a fatal necessity. They ai^ i?tj 
longer the proper oijects of praise or blame, of re- 
waiter pimishinent. Adieu, therefore, to every 
virtuous action and all praiseworthy deeds. Whe- 
ther ' we be righteous or wicked, here : whether wc 
be «avbd or '4annied, here^ter ; aa arbitrary will 
and; a soViprcign, ^innipbtent decfee, are the cau^e 
^TaH.^*«i— S^ch -perimts, howevicr, as are inclined to 
Tepeat the istdlc -t)bjcctibn-, may do weH to consider, 
ih what isaiiner the apostle refutes it ^ ami how 
"hfe .treats the proud opposer of the sovereign prero- 
giiUve of the great* Supreme. The objection is !e- 
•i^Hed- against 'the sovereignty of God, in making 
-sirch an ihiinense. distiitction between persons equal- 
ly unworthy' of divine tletiiehcy. Hut, though bold 
*ahd blaspheimous to the laist degree^ the unerring 
teachet does n6t refute, or attempt -to remove it, by 
informing the objector ; That it was not hi^ -design, 
by the immediately foregoing assertion, to affirm, 
that the sole cause biF that infinite difference Vhieh 
shall su1)i»st to etemigr bet^den the state of one 
man and of another, equally guilty and alike mise- 
ral^e, considered in themselves ; was the sovereign 
pleasure of God. No ; he is far from giving any 
isuch hint ■; .but 'inrnwcRatelj recurs* to the supreme 
dominion of Him who formed the universe, jis a coh- 
sidersdion .of sufficient iinportance, and sufficiently 
clear, to establish the point. So far from softening 
his formfer' assertion?, however harsh they might 
iseexii', 'that lie at once confirms the truth he as- 
'Serted, and illustrates the propriety of his lan- 
-^age.i— In 'doing of .which he sugge)$ts, that the 
objectioh, horrid -as i^ is, cahnorhave- the least force, 
or pertmency of aptilrcation, except it were proved 
■ tha^-il^e Majesty of nt?^ven had not an Absolute right 
'to dispense his -favours jvzstas^he plciase». But this 
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the resolute asscrtor of Jehovah's honour was not 
willing to grgnt. This h% could bf no means allow, 
witliout denying the God that, is above, lie, there- 
fore, boldly repels the confidence of the proud ob- 
jector by a strong^ excUmution, and u monirying 
query, ^^''ay^ but^ O man I 'mho art thou that rr- 
litUbt agcinitt Cod ? Shall a worm nf the cailh, an 
insect, an atom^ arraign his conduct who is Lord of 
the universe, and pronounce it unrighteous : Shall 
impotence and dust fly in the f^cc of Omnipotence i 
Shall corruption and gnilt prescribe rules ^f equity,, 
by wliiph tho Most Holy shall regulate his beha- 
viour toward the rebellious subjects of his boundless 
empire \ Far be it \ Woe t^ kim t/tat ^triveth with 
id$ Maiftr i If€t the fiot^herd strive v^iih the fiot" 
h^erdM of the earths but let not the despicable frag- 
ment presumo to make war upon heaven ; lest di- 
vine wrath, like a devouring Ere^ bceak out and con- 
SUITK^ it. . 

The zealous and cautious (Usputant, having se- 
verely rebuked the opposer's folly and arrogance, 
proceeds fo confirm his asseftiou, and to illustraU^ 
the momentous truth by a familiar instance, • and by 
appealing to tlie common sense of mankind, ^ail 
the thing formed say to him that formed it ; IVhi/ 
kast thou made mc thus ^ For example ; jtTaih net 
the /iQttcr fiGWfr over the clay^ of the same Lump, to 
make one vessel to ho?ioury and another to dishonour ? 
none can deny it. Is this power allowed, by the 
comnion consent of mankind^ to belong to the mcaii^ 
rst artificer: and shall it be denied to him who 
19 the Former pf all things E Such a denial would 
be a monstrous compound of absurdity and blav 
pliemy. . The apostle now proceeds to apply his 
iHusti*ation. fVhat if Gody milling' to show hi* wrath 
an4 to make ki^ /Mwer knomm^ having endured with 
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mucJi hng'sufferin^ the -vesteU of v)rath Jitted fi,r 
destruction^ by their own rebellion against him, 
should, in the end) pour out his vengeance upon 
them ; who shall dare to pronounce his conduct un- 
righteous ? And^ what if the same sovereign Being, 
that he might make known the riches of his glory o?i 
the vessels of mercyy vfhich he had afore firefiared. 
unto gloryy determined to manifest infinite love in 
their complete deliverance £i*om deserved destruc- 
tion, who has a right to complain ? Shall the eye of 
any be evil, because their offended Maker is good ? 
Has he not an eternal right to do what he wiU with 
Ids own I Or, is he a debtor to any of his creatures ? 
if so, they shall be fully recompensed. Shall every^ 
petty sovereign, in the kingdoms of this world, be 
allowed to choose his own fiivourites; and, in cer- 
tain cases, to manifest his clemency to some delin- 
quents, while he leaves others to suffer the desert 
of their crimes,' without being subject to the control 
of his meanest subjects in the performance of those 
sovereign acts ? and shall eb who rules over all, be 
denied the exercise of his supreme, royal preroga- 
tive ? Absurd, in supposition ! impossible, in fact !•— 
But though God bestows his favour on Vhom he 
pleases,, yet, as he h an infinitely wise ag^nt, he must 
always have the highest reason for what he does. 
Divhie sovereignty, therefore, must not be consider- 
ed as a blind psjrtiality, or a dictate of mere vnll 
mrithout wisdom ; but as the exercbe of an all com- 
prehensive understanding, and of a will that is in- 
flexibly nght, ordering idl the affcdrs of Jehovah's 
ytAt empire fbr the manifestation of his own glori- 
ous attributes. To conceive of a sovereign decree, 
as detached from wisdom and rectitude, is to picture 
to ourselves the conduct of a Turkish despot ; 
not the ap{>Qiatment of Him that governs the worlds 




THe lovQ of God Xo hiB offending creptures most 
De considerecC in tto .wh<4a of iu ezerciae, 9^ uq4.91* 
ihe direction of li» div^^e ttoclerfttandiDg^ s and j|» 
bi» boundless iatfdUigtnce compreh«iids all possibii- 
itiep) bis lofe mttft be consumiBately wise in all ijtff 
operations* The supreme perfection of JehovahV 
nature forbids our supposing, tfhat he cm decree 
'VithoUt wisdoni any more than govern without 
i^ectitudei or punish without justice. Hence the 
apostle, when discoursing on th^it profound subject* 
eteroal predesthxaJLioa» concludes thus ; O, the defitha! 
-—of what ? An - arbitrary will) or an absolute so- 
Yereignty^ detached from wisdom ? far from it. But 
<lf the richt^9y both of the wi81>om and knowlsdob 
<if Cod /-r-To resolve those eternal decrees, which: 
Goufi^titute the great plan of Provideixce» into the 
divipe will, detached^ fiH>m divine wisdom ; is nei-- 
tber the doctriqe of Scripture, nor agreeable to 
spund rcason-«^s to represent the supreme ]>>rd 
under the notion of an Eastern tyrant, rather thfin to- 
give an ideaof GOD9 only wisk. 

I^f, then, we consider the Almighty as choosing 
any qf the f»Uen race to life ^nd happiness, we be- 
hold him exercising the mercy of a comfifiHsionate 
Father y to his miserable pif spring. But if we con- 
sider him^ as choosing this person rather than thaty 
whea both were cquMly wretched \ we view him ^s 
vested with the cliaracter ofa ^orvereign li^ord^ zxiit 
a) the sole proprietor of his own favours. If, there- 
fore, th$ question be asked ; Why any were chosen 
to salvation, when all deserved to pcjrish ? The an- 
swer is ; Because our Maker is merciful. But if 
it be farther asked ; Why Paul, (or i];ustancCf. waa 
chosen rather than Judas ? The answer is ; Be^^ause 
he is Lord of all, and has an indisputable ijigbt.tQ do 
wlvi^ he will with his own —-But if this {oisvef mil- 
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not satisfy the curious inquirer, he i* directed by 
the St>irit of inspiration to ask the potter, what wa» 
the reason of his Tery different procedure with the 
same lump of clay ; and why he tormed the vessels 
into which it was wrought, for such difHerent and op- 
posite uses I The artificer will readily answer, t» 
directed by common sense ; ^^ Not any thing in tho 
clay itself ; but my own deliberate and free choice. 
For it was of the same kind, and possessed the 
same qualities, throughout the whole mass : nor 
could one part dictate how k would be formed, or 
for what uses, any more than another/' Thus tho 
most ignorant potter, without hesitation, would as- 
sert a kind of sovereignty over hia clay. And are 
not mankind in the hand of God, as^lay in the hand 
of tlie potter I Or, shall Jehovah's sovereignty over 
ills offending creatures, be inlbrior to that of a punjr 
mortal over passive matter ? Reason and revelation 
forbid the thoughts— In election, therefore, we have 
.a striking display of divine grace in its utmost free- 
ncss ; and of God's dominion in its highest sovereign* 
ty. Of the former, toward the vessels of mercy ; 
of the latter, toward all mankmd. That, we behold 
with admiratioa and joy ; this, we revere in silence :: 
well remembering who it is that says ; Be still, ani^ 

KNOW THAT I AM GOD. 

Having shown * in the preceding paragraphs, that 
election is an act of sovereign grace ; I now proceed 
to consider the great end which the supreme Lord 
intended by it. The ultimate end is his own eternal 
p^ory ; and subordinate to it, the complete happinessr 
of all his people. The glory of the supreme Being 
id, as before observed, the final cause of all the eter- 
nal councils, and of all divine operations ;. espnecially 
of those which respect the salvation of sinners. 
They were all designed for the praiss of his. 

Cli^mXOUS GRACE. 
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T«9 M«dy we «ro to fmagine, that the purpose 
and pleasure of God terminate in the happiness of 
those that are chosen^ and in the misery of those re- 
jected ; as though the eternal felicitjr, and the ever"- 
lasting torment of sinful creatures, weie the final 
cauae of 'the divine decree. But this is a great mis- 
takO) and represents the doctrine of predestination 
in a very false, as well as un&vourable lights For 
as it would be pregnant with blasphemy to suppose, 
that he who is supremely blessed and supremely 
good, should tiike delight in the infinite misery of a 
national being, without reference to a further and no- 
bler end ;* so we cannot conceiste, on any principles 
of reason, op of scripture, that he should propose 
any thing short of his own glory in the wonderful 
economy of human jHilvation. For as it would be 
highly injurious to> tiie divine character to suppose, 
that the misepy ef apostate creatures is the ultimate 
end at which the etevnal Sovereign aims, in the dam- 
nation of those who perish ^ or. that any thing short 
•f his own glory, in the displays of his spotless pu- 
rity and inflexible justice, was the end which he had 
in view ;, so it would be greatly unworthy of his in- 
finite wisdonic and boundless perfection for us to im- 
agine, that the glory of his own grace, and the ever- 
histing honour of all his adorable excellencies, were 
not his supreme design in the free election and com* 
plete felicity ef all his people. Does he execute 
vengeance on any of the works of his hands ? it is to 

* It Is kuleed laid, /fvtS Umgh-atymtrtatMnUy ; IwOl mo€k 
wkenyotirftar. com«t^ But tfaeo, as the learned ViTaivoA ob- 
aenres i ** Q»pd de Deo antkrojfopMtkoi dktum pmdenter intol^ 
t\% i debet ; npn vere, aqsi exitiiiDi. homiais miMri, et stuiti* 
tia* sua Tjoluntaria pereoi^tis, Beo, delectatiooem adferat ; sed 
qaod mala, qtise gra? issimf peecatores juste peneraat, mazime 
convenisat mtkraSitts 0hin»JustUis» in cvjits ezerciUo I>««s 
acqBieseit,et sibi placet.*' Comment, ai CatUicum MoiU, p.l33i 
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demonstrate the infioite opposition o£ all hb: perfec- 
tions to moral evily and lor the iionour of his eternal 
jumcoy as a righteous Goireroor. Does he spare 
any of the rdbelUous subjects of his vast dofninioos, 
fltnd sav« Uiem from the death the jr deserved ^ it is 
to display hb mercy, in connection with, truth and 
rig^hteousnesSf and for the -gioixy of all his ynchanger 
able attributesb We may thore&re conclude v^ith 
Paul, that the gre»tend of elecUon^ai^dof all its con- 
sequent blessings, is no other than t# ntok^ known tfo^ 
BiCHSSsOV ooir*s OtL^^Y 9n f/hvt09cU ^mercy* 

As the eternal glory of God, in the consummate 
happiness of all his chosen, is the exalted end of the 
(decree of election ;. so tlio meariM appointed to ac** 
obroplish the wonderful design, are equally worthy 
of infinite wisdom* . They are such as prpclaim, t/te 
ju9f Chd.cmd ike Savij^ttr ; such as demand the testi- 
mony of conscienct, that the Lord u holy in ail his 
oray*, and righteous m^ €Lil hia wor^a.*— The princi- 
pal of these means undoubtedly are, the incarnation' 
of the eternal Son, and his divine mediation ; the- 
sanctification of the Spirit, aiid belief of the truth* 
For thus we read. : God hath afifoointed u« lo obl<nn' 
aaivafron by cur Lord Jesua CAri«tr^ffe hath ehwtcn 
you to 0&lvation^ throtig'k aanctificution qf tke Sfiirit- 
Mnd belief of the rrw^A.— Redemption by the blood of 
Jesusf and saactification by the Spirit of God, are 
equally necessaiy. to accomplish the great design.- 
For as there is no remission witkaut ehcdding bioodj 
so without holiness, no man shall see the Lord,^ As 
nonesfhal^ be condemned to final perdition, but those 
who did such things as were tt>orthtf of deaths so 
none shall ^joy the inheritance of glory, but those 
whom impartial justice shall entirely acquit, and' 
iiUnaciidate. holiness completely approVi^. ^Xkil as* 
none <)f the. damued.shall ever be.ablf to^siga anj^. 
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0lher cause of their infinite punishment^ but tliat sin 
which they freely committed ; so all the elect shall 
ascribe their salvation, to the grace of God and the 
work of Immanuel. We may therefore conclude, 
that though Christ and his mediation were not the 
cause of election ; yet his obedience and death were 
the- grand means appointed lor the execution of that 
gracious purpose. And though the Almighty chose 
no man to glory, because of his future faith and obe- 
dience, yet provision was made, in the sovereign 
decree, for the sanctification of all its objects, prior 
to theip enjoyment of blessedness. 

The pnrpose of God in eUctioA^is immutable^ and 
infallibly connected with the eternal felicity of all its 
objects^ That this decree is unchangeable, appears 
from the immutability of the divine purposes in ge- 
nera!. For there is the same reason that the ap- 
pointment of €rod, in the choice of his people, should 
unchangeably stand, as there is for any other of his 
eternal designs ; and that immutability is stamped 
upon the divine decrees in general, the scriptures 
abundantly show- Thus it is written : The Lord 
t^ho^N Hath fiurfio%edy and who 9hall dUannulit ^-.« 
My counsel' 9hdll atand^ and I will di> all my pleasure 
"^He h ih one mindy and who can turn Him ?' and 
What hta 90ul deeireth^ even thai He doth^^^To show 
unto the heir% offiromiae the immutability qfhia ooun* 
Met^^Who hath resisted hia will f^^^That the fiurfioae 
t(f Crod according to election might atand"^ With whom 
ia n(Lvariabkneaay neither ahadawc/ turning,^ 

Nor can we suppose that God should reverse his 
decreesi or alter his purposes, without impeaching, 
either his omniscience, as though he did.not foreaee 

* Isa. sir. 27. and xWi. K>. Job niih 13^ Heb. vi. 17. 
KoB. ix. 11, 19, Janes i. 17. 
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the cvcnu that would happen ; or his power, as if 
he were not able to execute his own desigFis :- nei- 
ther of whieh can possibly attend that iutiuitc Being 
whose will is fate, and whose word is the basis of 
the universe. — li G^od were to change his mind, it 
must be cither for the better or for the worse. If 
for the better, he was not perfectly wise in- his for* 
mer purpose. If for the worse, he is not wise in his 
present resolve. For there can be no ultcratica 
without a tacit reflection, either on the past or on 
the present determination. If a man ch^ng^e hi« 
resolution, > he is apprehensive of some defect in his 
former piirpose, vjiich moves him to such a change : 
luid this must arise, either frpm a want of capacitor 
to foresee, or from not duly considering the object 
of his counsel. But neither of th^se can bei au^kpo*- 
sfid of, Him who is suprenaely wise, withqut defy- 
ing his Deity. A change of pi^rposct niay, Indeedf 
be an act of wisdom in the rational creatui^e f . but 
it supposes folly in his former conduct, which i^ in* 
consistent with consummate perfection.-— T^/iiff .on/y 
%vi9e God had no occasion for ^ecopd thouf^hts.: ^^ 
he is wise to perfection, he seefr no cause of rcvers* 
ing his purposcft.. As he is. boundless in poWier, he 
is subject to no control in.>6xecuting his will, or la 
making his people partakers of those blessings bo 
designed for them. To suppose, therefore, that any 
who were chosen to eternal glory should finally fs^t 
of enjoying Uy is an imagination absui'dly impiova.; 
as it suggests a chargo of palpable imperfection 
againsi Iw^iStXhVLj and would, make liini aUc^g:eiher 
suchoMQnpaaoiuraelve*,^ 

Thai elecUon is inkllibly connected with ctern^ 
happiness, appears from the following remarkable 
paes^e. Whvm He did ftredeatinate, them he edeo 
called ; and whom he calkd, them he also Justified i 
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and w/rom he justi/icdy them Ae aho fflorifitd. What 
ukall vfe then say to these things P^^If God be for ««, 
who can be agtdnst us ? If the purpose of God in 
election be not imTOUtaWc ^ or if the objects of it 
4night possibly fail of the glorious end ; there -would 
be no certain connection between the several bles» 
sings that are here mentioned. On such a supposi- 
tion^ to argue as the apostle dyes, from the past 
"ejection of any persons^ to their future glorification, 
\rould be exceedingly weuk, and the inference a gross 
iQConst^quence. Now would there have been any 
propriety in his joyful exclamation ; What shall we 
then say ta these things 9 nor any solid . foundation 
for this bold conclusion ; IfXlod be for ««, who can 
be ag^ainst us ? For, admitting that tJod may possi- 
bly change his purpose ; or, that his decree miy 
-^irove weak and ineffectual, so that in any instance 
the event designed by it may not be produced ; there 
^vas Init littie reason for Paul thus to exclaim in admi- 
ration and joy, or with confidence thus to conclude 
upon his everlasting happincis, from the considera- 
tion of God's electing love. To impute such un- 
TAcaning and inconclusive argumentation to him, 
would bfc an high reflection upon him, as Gamaliel's 
pupil ■: would be absohitely inconsistcT^t i:vith his 
more exalted character, as an amanuensis to the 
•Spirit of wisdom. We may, therefore, safely con- 
'C^ude, that election to future happiness, and the cer- 
tain enjoyment of it, cannot be separated. For whom 
he did firedesitnate-^them he also glor{fird. 

Having considered this important truth under the 
several foregoing Yiews, I shall now proceed to show 
that it is a doetrine according to godliness ; and that 
it is nobly adapted to promote the lioliness and com- 
fort of true christians. As an tirticle of that faith 
^vhich was once delivered to the saints ; as an in- 
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fallible truth of tlie gospel, its tendency ir^ust be sa- 
lutary, its influence must be sanctifying, on all who 
cordially embrace it. Such >vill ever find, that it 
wears the most friendly aspect on their progress in 
leal holiness, and on their ei\JQyment of substantial 
jpeace. Could it be proved, that it has no influence 
on these, we might venture, without hesitationi to 
renounce it as an error, and' to abhor it as an enemy. 
For that is no part of evangelical tr^ith, which, ia 
Its genuine tendency, is not adapted to .promote the 
liappiness of real christians, and to advance the in- 
terests of true holiness. This, however, is not the 
case with tlie doctrine under consideration. For a 
Trequent and devout meditation upon it, by those who 
are taught from above, and who view it in its .proper 
connections, is evidently calculated to humble their 
souls in the dust before the eternal Sovereign ; to 
enfiame their hearts with love to his adorable name ; 
and to excite their gratitude for benefits received 
and blessings expected. Consequently their ho- 
liness and comfort must be advanced by it ; ibr hu^ 
mility, love^ and gratitude, are the vitals of real 
religion. As these abound in the heart, our spirit* 
ual joys are increased, and our Maker is glorified 
As these abate, we lose the favour of divine tilings' 
and the interests of religion decline. Where these' 
liave no existence the most extensive round ofduties^ 
the most costly and shining performances, are of no 
esteem in the sight of God. 

This doctrine is adapted to promote genuine hu- 
mility. For it shows that all mankind^ in their na- 
tural state, arc equally obnoxious to wrath and ex- 
posed to ruin ; and exclusive of that grace which 
appears and reigns in election,, that their condition 
is absolutely desperate. It allows not the. least liber- 
ty for any of the sons of men to claim superioi' 
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v/or;h,'or to glory over their fellows. When self-ad- 
miring thoughts arise in the christian's breast, it 
stops them short with the needful and sharp rebuke ; 
Who maketh thee to differ? and ivhat hast thou that 
thou didst not receive ? JsTov) if thou didst receive it^ « 
why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not received it F 
Those, , therefore, who are the favoured objects of 
distinguishing love, and who look for salvation by it ; 
discovering that their persons are alike sinful and 
their state equally wcetched, considered in them- 
selves, as the persons or state of those that finally 
perish ; cannot according to the genius of this doc-* 
trine, but lie low in humility beibre God. Being ful- 
ly convinced that the eternal choice of their persons 
was not on account of the least possible diflference 
between themselves and others ; and that the whole 
reason of their hope centres in that grace which 
might have been manifested to others, had the great 
Sovereign so determined ; they are at all times free 
to acknowledge, that the chief of sinners, and the most 
worthless objects, are their proper characters. The 
influence of this humbling truth they feel in their con- 
sciences, and their ardent desire is to express it in 
theiV lives. 

Let us attend the believer in his secret retire- 
ments : let us behold him on his bended knee, and 
hear him pouring out his soul to God. In his in- 
tercourse with Heaven, at the throne of grace, his 
language will be to the following import. " Thou 
Great Supreme, who art glorious in holiness, 
and the infinite Sovereign of all worlds ; who hum- 
blest thyself to behold the things that are in the 
highest heavens ; whose condescension is unspeaka- 
bly great, in deigning to regard the persons or 
services of the most holy and exalted creatures ; 
didst thou consider me in my low estate, as a fal- 

E 
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len creature and a miserable sinner ? Did thy ever- 
lasting love fix on me as its object, when I might, 
with the greatest equity, have been mai'ked out 
as a victim for eternal justice ? Is not my person 
polluted and my state by nature damnable ? Was 
not original depravity as greaty and are not my ac« 
tual transgressions as numemus, as any which caii 
be found among the apostate sons of Adam ? And 
lia«t thou determined to make me an everlasting mo* 
nument of sparing mercy, while roillions are left to 
suffer the awful desert of their cramesF-^Nothing in 
me couldst thou behold, but a shocking compound of 
impurity and folly, of g^iilt and wretchedness. No- 
thing in my conduct couldst thou foresee, but what 
was adapted to provoke thy abhorrence, rather than 
to obtain thy regard. O, thou majestic Being I why 
such mercy to a hardened rebel ? why such love to 
an inveterate enemy ? Obliged I am, in the court of 
conscience, to plead guilty to the complicated 
charge which thy own righteous law exhibits 
against me. Motive* or cause, of thy tender re- 
gards, I can iind none in myself. Thy own so- 
vereign will, thy own free pleasure; these are the 
only cause why mercy is manifested to me, of sin- 
ners the vilest. For should a wretch who is now 
in hell advance a claim on thy favour, grounded 
oh his own worthiness, I must acknowledge it as 
well founded as any to which I can pretend.— 
Pride I thou most detestible of all tempers, for 
ever depart from my breast i Humility J thou fair- 
est flower of heavenly origin, thou brightest or- 
nament of the christian character; be thou my 
constant companion, be thou the livery in which 
I shall always appear I Shall a miscreant, who might 
have been justly doomed to damnation ; shall a worth- 



.^i. 



less womM^tlisO: is beholden to grace for his all, enter* 
tain aspiring thoughts, or assert his own import$ince ? 
as well might Lucifer himself challenge a seat in pa«> 
radise. — O, my God I let me buc view thy eleciing 
love in all its frceness, and thy distinguishing fdvour 
ki all its sovereignty, and I- shnil be truly huinbic. 
Then shall my soul lie low in the dust, and reigning 
grace shall have the glory of all my salvation. What- 
ever blessings I now possess, whatever enjoyments I 
hereafter expect, I freely acknowledge the unrivalled 
honour belongs to Thee.*' 

Nor is the doctrine maintained less adapted to in* 
flame the heart with, sacred love. Love im of God: 
hey there/ore^ who dwells in love^ dwelU in Gody and 
God in him. <^ Didit Thou, who needst not the scr* 
vices of angels ; who art infinitely perfect and infi- 
nitely happy in thy own eternal self ; will the elect 
and regenerate soul say-^*-didst thov entertain 
thoughts of love toward me, before the foundations of 
the world were laid ? pid thy purposes of communi* 
eating bliss terminate on a.worm.so mean, on a \irretch 
so vile? How fireci^UM are thy thoughts unto me^ O 
God I how great is-, the sum of them /-—Didst thou re* 
cord xsci worthless name in the book of life, and con- 
stitute me a member ofl that mystical body of which 
Christ IS the head ? Were my person and all my vaa^ 
nuMtal interests consigned over, by an irreversible 
grant, into the hands of thy only Son, as th^ appoint- 
«d Mediator, in order to secure my eternal happi- 
ness beyond the possibility of a failure ? Didst thou^ 
my God, ' in the original plan of salvation, provide 
for the honour of thy justice, as well. as the glory of 
thy graoey by appointing a Surety to perform the 
obedience to which I am bound, as a creature; and 
to suffer the punishment that I deserve, as a crimi- 
nal? And, ih> order to eHect the amazing detsignt 
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didst Thou determine, before I had a being, or time 
commenced, to deliver up the Son of thy love, cloth- 
ed inhumanity, to the stroke of incensed justice, and 
to the execrable death of the cross ? and all this to 
rescue and save, to ennoble and dignify — what? be 
astonished, O yc heavens, at this I — a rebellious worm^ 
a desfdcabU inacct ? elated with pride, and replete 
with enmity against Thee, thou greatest and best ct 
beings I Stupendous goodness ! Marvellous grace ! 
O, my God I was I the object of thy eternal choicci 
when viewed by omniscience as fdllen under guilt, 
and sunk in ruin ; loathsome as the dunghill, and ab- 
horrent as hell ? and shall not my best affections and 
warmest love be devpted to Thee I Didst Thou 
number me among the objects of grace, when thou 
mightest with honour to thy crown and dignity, as a 
righteous Governor, have consigned me over to end- 
less perdition ; and shall not my heart flame with love 
to thy adorable name l Didst Thou love and choose 
me, when deformed and filthy^ possessed of disposi- 
tions partly brutal, and partly diabolical ? Art thou 
infinitely amiable in all thy perfections, and complete- 
ly righteous in all thy ways, and shall not my very 
soul loye and adore Thee ? Hast Thou, of thy mere 
grace, distmgiiished me as an object of thy compla- 
cential regards ; and shalt not Thou be the object 
of my warmest passions and most intense desires I 
Yes, blessed Lord ! Come, possess my heart and 
sway my affections ! Thine they are, and tliine, 
through grace they shall ever be. Depavt from me, 
ye rivals of my God! Ye idols of umx generate hearts, 
pleasure, wealth, pomp, and power, get you hence \ 
Address me no more with your soft solicitations ; 
entice me no more with your gilded baits, Jehovah 
has condescended to take me for his own : I choose 
him for my portion, I love him as my all." 
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A devout consideration of this mrnnentons truth 
n also a noble incentive to gratitude. Gratitude ia' 
a delightfnl dinposition, and an amiable temper.—- 
£t burns in heavenly bosoms^ tunes the harps of ce- 
lestial choirs, and gives the sweetest accent to all 
their songs. Love to the infinitely amiable God, and* 
' gratitude to him for his boundless beneficence ; 
these enter into the essenee of all religion ; these 
are the very life and soul of all intellectual happi- 
ness. In proportion, therefore, as these are promo- 
ted, the holiness and ccnnfort of mankind are ad- 
vanced. That an interest in the election of grace, 
and a sense of it vrarm on the heart,- are a powerful' 
incentive to the nrost generous gratitude, we may 
boldly assert, as we have an authority which none ' 
can dispme. Paul, we find, when* contemplatmg the 
riches of grace in eternal election, breaks out in the 
following language. Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeaus Christy vsko hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessing's in heavenly filaces in Christ / 

ACCORDING AS He HA^H CRO^SEV US IN Hi if j BEFORE 

THE FOUNDATION o^F tfiE WORLD, Ag^il : We are 
heund to give thanks alway to God fbr youj breth" 
renj beloved of the Lord; because- God ha^h frobz 

^HE BEGINNING CHOSEN TOU tO SAtVAtlON. Such 

are tho^e grateful acknowledgments the apostle 
Twakcs, on the behalf of > himself and his brethren, to 
the Author of all good, in reference to their election^ 
and similar will' be the sentiments of gratitude in 
every regenerate heartf in proportion as this impor* 
tant truth is known and experienced. 

Let us once more ** listen to the devout addt'esses 
and humible acknowledgments' of the believer,' "vdien 
bending the suppliant knee before his Father. " O 
Thou, that art infinitely exalted above all blessing 
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and pi^se 1 what shall I render to Thee £br aU thy 
benefits ? Hast thou my Father, and thou my Qo(I». 
chosen me to holiness, chosen me to eternal life, 
and that cf thy mere grace ; and shall not. thy glory 
tie the end of all ray actionjs, while I possess either 
bi:eath or being ? Didst thou enter into an everlast- 
ing covenant with the Son of thy love, to save me 
from final ruin and bring me to immortal bliss ; and 
shall not I freely engage with hand and heart to l>e 
thine for ever ? Thine I am, by right of creation.; 
thine I ami by electing love ;, and thine I would eter- 
nally be, in the p.erforniance of every duty, and in the 
exercise o^ ajll mv powers. Were the. treasures gf 
infinite wisdom displayed in contriving the way, and 
in appointing the necessary means fpr my complete 
felicity ; were the stores, of unbounded tticvcy and 
the riches of sovereign grace, laid open in the eter- 
nal counsjels of peace on my behalf ; and shall not 
my life, my soul, my everlasting all, that are saved at 
such an expense, be d^oted to Thee ? Bind me, Q 
blessed God ! for ever bind me to thyself, with the 
delightful cords of love ; that I may never desert thy 
service, that I may never dishonour thy name. JDi«- 
honcur Thee ? pamful thought ! May I ever choose 
to die atliousand deaths rather than act a part so dis- 
ingenuous, tiast thou chosen me out of the world ; 
didst thou pity and spare my guilty soul, while num- 
bers were left in their perishing state ; and, do not 
reason and conscience, do not alL the sentiqaents of 
.honour and gratitude of which tKe human heaU is 
susceptible, conspire with diving revelation to show, 
that I am laid under infinite obligations to admire thy 
gpodness; and continually to speak thy praise ? Such 
pxi everlasting and immense distinction as Thou hast 
made in election, between creatures equally deserving 
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of puiiiahtnint) challenges, from the objects of dis- 
crinuDatiDg lore, all possible tha]:kfulness. Lord 
here I am thy devoted servant !- To love and adore 
thy perfections, to know and perform thy will, be all 
^y delight and all my employ. I bow before Thee, 
and acknowledge myself entirely thine. I give my- 
self entirely to thy disposal, as my only and sovc- 
'veign Lord. As unformed <:lay in the hand of the 
potter, to be moulded and fashioned according to thy 
own will, I commit* myself and all my concerns to 
Thee.*'-^Such is the salutary tendency of this doc- 
Uinfif and such the language of all that are truly 
acquainted wuh it* in proportion as faith is in ex* 
ercise.. 

But however comfortable this truth may be, . ta 
such as. are persuaded of theiF interest in the love of 
God ; is it not adapted to discourage the inquiring 
soul^and to overwhelm tfce awakened sinner with 
desponding fears ? Does it not administer abundant 
occasion &r the anxious mind thus to reflect ? << I 
know not whether Christ and his salvation be free 
for me. If I be not of. the number of God*s electa 
I have evidently no interest in him, nor in any 
^ing that he has done. Consequently, how much 
soever I may -desire to believe and be saved by 
him, I never shall, if- not ordained to eternal life.*' 
This objection, however plausible it may seem, or 
however much the conscience of an awakened sinner 
may be harassed by it, is. weak and impertinent. It 
supposes.that a person must know the divine Appoint- 
ment concerning him; that he mn^t^as it' were, pe- 
ruse the eternal roil of God's decrees, and read his 
name in the book of life, before he can upon solid 
grounds apply to Christ for salvation. But this is a 
grand mistake. 
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Let me xliustniteii the point. When food is pre- 
aentipd to a pierson pinched. with hunger, would it be 
wite^ would it be rational for him to hesitate about 
the propriety, of using it,. because he does not know 
whether his Maker has appointed ^ that he shaH be 
iM>upished by itf though at the ^ame time- be well re- 
vattmhtrsy tJticU man doe% TMttive by bread alone f but 
by every, word. whieh> firoceedeth-out of the mouth ^f 
Ood.: loid therefore supposing he eat it, without the 
eoncurrence o£t Providence ir will be of no service 
to him. Would, he not rather say.;. ** Meat was 
made for the use of man t I feel mj need : I will ea- 
4eayour to use it,.therefbre,..as.the appointed mean 
of. satifying my craving appetite,- and of supporting 
my animal/rame ?"— Now Christ is the bread of life, 
Ittid the food of our souls. This heavenly food was 
provided by. graqe, is exhibited in the gospel, and 
freely presented to ' all that hunger^ without any ex* 
oeptipn* W4iat# then,.has- the awakened sinner to 
do, but, as the Lord shall enable him, to take> and 
eat« and live forever ^. It isvery erident, that he has 
HQ business, to inquire about any furtlier right to par- 
take ; since itv was »oti provided for sinners, nor 
can be of. use to them» under any other character^ 
or considered in any other light, than that of misera- 
ble* objects who ai^ «£arvi»^. for want of. spiritual 
&od. 

According.tO' this doctrine^ eoni|klete provision is- 
made • for the certain salvation of every sinner, how*- 
BTtf. unworthf). who feels his w:ant ^aad applies to 
Christ^ The gos|wl is not preached ta smnerit, nor 
ace they encouraged* to> believe in Jesus, under the 
formal notion of^ their being elected Nn : these ti- 
dings o£' heavenly . mercy are addressed to sinners, 
considered as r^a£^^ to fierieh ; and all the blessings 
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ef g^ce are displayed for their immediate relief, as 
convinced that such- are their state and character. 
All) without any exceptit)n of persons, or any regard 
to worthiness, who apprehend their danger and feel 
their want; are invited by the Lord Redeemer to a 
participation of spiritual bIcssingS) previous to any 
inquiries about their election, that being a following 
consideration. The order established in the econo- 
my of grace, and in reference to this affair, does not 
require perishing sinners to prove their election be- 
fore they are permitted, or have any encouragement, 
to trust in Christ for complete deliverance : but, see- 
ing their state, they have all the encouragement 
which the word of Jehovah can give,, without hesita- 
tion to rely on the Saviour ; and all the assurance 
which the oath of God can impart, that in so doing 
thev shall obtain pardon for their sins and peace for 
iheir consciences ; a freedom from wrath^ and the 
enjoyment of glory. These things are evident from 
the tenour of divine revelation ; and to conceive oth- 
erwise, proceeds on a mistake of the doctrine, and 
is followed by an abuse of the truth. Consequent- 
ly, it administers no real occasion of discouragement 
or fear, to the inquiiing soul or the sensible sinner, 
to none of the human race, in whose esteem a Sa- 
viour from the guilt or power of sin would be pre- 
cious or welcome. As to those who are dead in sin 
and unconcerned about their souls, or that have an 
liigh opinion of their own righteousness ; the Re- 
deemer with all his glory,^and the gospel with all its 
blessings arc despised by them, so that they must be 
out of the question. 

But may it not be inferred, « That this doctrine 
is calculated to countenance spiritual sloth, and to 
rncourage licentious practices, in those who con- 
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elude that ihey are in the number of the favoured 
few ?" — Tliat none who are so per>suaded will find 
themselves deceived in their expectations,. I dare not. 
assert. I will not therefore affirm, that there are na 
instances of persons firofesstng to believe the ev^an* 
gelical doctrine, and ftretending to an interest in the 
heavenly blessing ; who do not abuse the fonner, and 
who may not fall infinitely short •f the latter. But 
this I will boldly affirm, that whoever, from such a. 
persuasion, encourages himself in spiritual sloth, or- 
Jidenlious practices, is guilty of basely, abusing the- 
doctrine of grace, which, in its own nature, has a di^, 
rectly contraiy. tendency ; and marks himself out as a 
vessel of eternal wrath, rather than an. object. of. so ve^ 
reigfn mercy. 

- Nor can this< objectioa have any force, except, it^ 
were proved.; That the uifinitely. wise God has ap^ 
pointed the end^ but entirely forgotten the mean9 
which are necessary., to attain and enjoy it. A 8Upi» 
position this, highly unworthy of his character, and 
contraoy. to. his express declarations^ For though the 
eternal Sovereign had no respect^ in., the choice of 
his people^ to any thing in them that was worthy of 
his regard, or to any good works foreseen ; yet his 
professed design^ in their election was, that they 
might be holy and vntkout blame be/ore him in love* 
This l)eing the design of God respecting hie choseOf 
it would be stran^^e indeed, strange, to a welder, if 
the revelation of his. immutable purpose should have ' 
a tendency to roakfe them quite the reverse,, and 
prove an incentive to theic lileet lusts !->^It is writ- 
ten, God hath from the beginning chosen you to s€lI'^ 
-vation^ How? According to thie' bold objection^ 
one. would suppose it was in such a wta^g^ as allowed- 
t^tein burgee scope, and greater liberty for gratifying^ 
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their licentious passions and lawless appetitesi tliaa 
corrupt nature could otherwise hare eti joyed— in 
-such a wa^f as pa}rs no regard to the interests of 
•holiness ; as snakes no provision for the honour of 
Crod in a christian conversation. If this could be 
proved, the doctrine would deserve the utmost ab« 
horrence ; but it is far from being the case. For the 
objects of this gracious purpose, we are express! }r 
iarormed by the oracle of heaven, were diosen to sal- 
VBtien fjtMouoa sAVctiFicArios of tHE SpiBir^ 
and belUf ^f the truth. Sanctification qf the Sfiirit 
may be considered not 'Only as an appointed and ho- 
ncuradle meun of attaining- that exalted end, the salva* 
tion of the soul and tlie glory of God 4 but also as an 
essential ftart of that salvation to which they were 
chosen, which is begun on earth and completed in 
glory. Taken in either view, it is x)bvious that this 
instructive and important text is a full proof, that 
the objecticm alleged is quite impertinent, and en*- 
tirejy void »of truth to support it. Consequently, 
that those who make it are influenced, either by 
gross ignorance, or inveterate prejudice. For hence 
it appears that the holiness and the happiness of 
"God's people, are i&qually secured by the divine pur* 
pose.~Besides, those, and those only, who live by 
fidth on Jesus Christ, and walk in the ways of obedi* 
ence, have any evidence that they are the elect of 
God. In proportion, therefore, as they lose sight of 
the glorious object of their dependence, and deviate 
from the paUis of holiness, they lose sight of their in- 
terest in distinguishing love. So that their inward 
peace and spiritual joy are greatly concerned in a pi- 
ous conduct. 

Nor is the following objection, so frequently and 
violently urged, «ny nwre to the purpose. " If this 
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doctrine be true," say our opponents, << there is lit- 
tle or no occasion for the use of means, in order 
to attain salvation. For if we are elected, we shall 
be saved without them*; and if not, they will 
prove abortive. On such a supposition, all our 
prayers, and tears, and strivings ; all our circum- 
spection and self-denial, will be of no avail. Wc 
may therefore as well take our ease and rest con- 
tented. A profession of religion is an useless thing, 
for the final event is fixed by a predestinating God, 
and who shall reverse it ?*' — ^This objection agrees 
with the former in supposing that the end is decreed 
•without regard to the means. A palpable fallacy, 
and pregnant with great absurdities. Let us apply 
the principle, on which the objection proceeds, to 
the common affairs of life. I take it for granted, 
that there is a superintending Providence over all 
human affairs, over all our minutest concerns. If 
so, either the great Ruler of the world from ever- 
lasting determined what he would do, in all that infi- 
nite variety of circumstances in which any of his 
creatures should ever exist, or he did not. If not, 
innumerable millions of new determinations must 
have arisen in the eternal Mind since the world be- 
gan, respecting his conduct towards his creatures ; or 
he must have acted without any prior determination 
at all, and so without a plan ; neither of which cor- 
responds with our ideas of an infinitely perfect 
Agent. If he did, from eternity, determine upon his 
conduct, and form the extensive plan of his future 
operations respecting rational creatures ; then, it is 
evident, the objection lies with equal force against 
our using meaos, or exerting endeavours, in order 
to obtain any promising advantage, or to avoid any 
threatening evil in common life, as it does against 
making use of means in the important concerns of 



our 8019IS9 ipid ia referenco to a fiiture >i¥orld. For 
it is absurd to supposei that the divine purpose can 
420 made Toid, any more in the one case than in the 
other. According to this way of arguing^ trade and 
commercoi the labours of husbandly and all the esn- 
plojrments <fi life must i>e at a stand. For who, 
among i^ll the busy mortals on earthi can foretel the 
^veptf qr ascertain success^ Who can teUy^ioweTer 
l^twiising the ^ro^cti but Jehovath's purposes may 
-ff ndckT %11 Ms contrivances and all his painful indus- 
t^ t^txrtily fyv^itlei» ? Nayifurthery tipon this prin- 
triple, WP must not eat c^r common food, nor seek 
ti^e n^^ui refre^bmenta o«f ^leep; for it must be 
t^Qi|£^a^d, thiat we are absolutely ignorant what the 
purposes of 'Qod may be^ «is to the -ev^t, in either 
'^^kse. ff it be }ii9 detfirminalion that we sliall enjoy 
health 9^l4 vigour, what oiccaMPn for the one or the 
t>ther ? and if i^t, what good will they do us ? For 
Aisfiurfiose shaU Handj and k€ vnli do ail hia filtaaure. 
But who, notwithstanding this, ever took it into his 
bead to adopt th^ principle, and thus to apply it, in 
affairs pf the ^present life ? None, surely, but a fool, 
orania4m9n* While we have tfur sober. senses in 
exercise, liowever firmly we mj\y%eHeTe the exists 
cnce of etec^al decrees ; or ho'weyer clearly we may 
discern the imerposition of providencei on ten thou- 
sand, diffjsrent occasions; We ne.Yer suppose that 
those evorlfustiag f^itr^^osea, or these providential 
int^pon^pps, w#re designed IP supercede the use 
of means, or liad, as to the conc^i*ns of time, any 
such tendency. Why then should we strive to se- 
paurate the end f rQm the means, in things pf infinitely 
greater importance ? The dictate? pf inspiration, 
the m^xns of phiipspphy, the principles of common 
9&nse, ^md the geQeii^ conduct of mankind, all unite 
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in Utterly disavoiving such a procedure, as irrational 
tod absurd to the last degree. 

This objection militates no less against the infalli- 
ble forc'knoiDledge of God, than against his pui'pose. 
For Jehovah is , perfect in knowledge. That know- 
ledge which is absolutely perfect can admit of no 
increase. All the violations therefore of moral 
agents, and all the events Consequent upon them, 
were from eternity present to th^ divine Mind, and 
open to his omniscient eye. And as every thin^ 
future was included in his all-comprehending view, 
biefore the world began; so it would be absUrd' to 
suppose that any- event should ever take place, others- 
wise than as He foresaw it. With equal reason,* 
therefore, might the objector infer fi^m ihe divine 
prescience that the use of means to attain any end 
is vain, as from the doctrine of ppedestihation. For 
iSetween the fore-knowledge, and the purpose of 
God, there is a close and an inseparable connection. 
To ilKistrate the point, and to apply the argument. 
Admitting the perfect fore^-knowledge of God, the otf- 
Rector may thus argue against the use of means, 
respecting his eternal state. << The fore-knowledge 
of God is perfect. From eternity he viewed my fi- 
nal state. Either he foresaw me seated on a throne 
of bliss, and exulting in a sense of his favour ; or 
loaded with chains of darknes^, and groaning in the 
agonies of endless despair. Ad he from eternity 
Tiewed me, so it must inevitably be \ for perfect 
fore-knowledge is infallible. My eternal state is 
therefore a fixed point with the Deity. What need 
then of the use of means to avoid punishment^* or 
to obtain felicity ? Prayer and watchfulness, all 
the exercises and all the duties of a painful pix>- 
lession are entirely in vain. If the Omniscient fore* 
saw me happy in a future ^vorld, I cannot be mise^- 
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j^ablc. if he foresaw me miserable, I bhall not, I can* 
ftot be happf ; though ail the ungcls in heaven, and 
all the men upon earih wei'e .to afiord me their united 
aid/' 

This> argument^ I humbly conceive, weaxs the 
lac^ of^ probability to as great a degree, sind inters 
the objection I am now refuting wit4i as much pi*o- 
priety and foycOf as timt which is formed and the in- 
ference from it,' $Lgaiast the decree ol^ election.— But 
ihe truth is^ neither that not* thi«' h&& the least force 
or propriety. For as Jehovah, when he decreed the 
end, appointed the means and the application of them 
lo their respective objects; so, in his eternal pre* 
£QieQc^, he not only viewed the end, but also, 
foresaw the means, with their application and usei 
as co.nnected with the final event. As he foresaw 
pone in the abodes pf darkness, but those whom 
iie viewed as guilty, and as walking in the ways of 
jdestructlon ; so he determined to bring none to glory, 
except in a way becoming himself as perfectly holy, 
sff^d .by the use of means which grace should ren* 
der- effectual. Hence it appears, that the objector 
must either giyc up hi^ ai'gunxent, or deny that his 
Maker is perfect : . which would be to undeify tlio 
Qad that is above. This indeed with a bold impi* 
fety many have done ; in order to support their fa- 
vpurite notions about free-agency aiiH the liberty of 
the liuman will, in oposition to the doctrine of sove* 
reign grace, and of divine predestination: being 
.well .aware, that whoever allows the eternal and per» 
feet fore-knowledge of God, cannot consistently 
deny his decrees respecting the final state of men. 
This the Socinians have freely acknowledged.——^ 
"Admitting, say they, the infallible prescience. of 
all future contingencies, Calyin's doctrine . of tfeie 
predestination of some, by name, to life, and of 
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Others ta deajlh, cannot be refuted.*'* They there- 
fore do their utmost endeavour to prove, (horrid to 
tliink !) that He who formed and governs the uni- 
verse, is not possessed of such a foresight ; in other 
wbrdsy that he is not God. This they do, by much 
the same argomeots that others u^e, in opposition to 
the. doctrine here maintained. 

To the foregoing objections some, perhaps, may 
be ready to add, wkh an air of confidence ; << Does 
not this doctrine, m its inseparable connections, re*- 
p^sent the Most High, as partial in his conduct to^- 
wards his creatures, and as a rek/itctcr of fi^rsone ? 
fi9 dealing hardly, if not unjustly, with hr the great- 
er part of mankind {"<^lli answer to which I obi- 
serve; ThiA as to the charge of partiality a^dfespect 
of persbns, heVe exhibited agafaist the divine cMduct^ 
it i^ entirely void of the leant foun<latio6. Fo^ 
wherever siioh a charge may be a;diva6ted with t>rb«- 
ptiety atgain&rt the conduct of any one, it kn^st be ift 
the Itffairs of remunerative, or of |)Utiis1iing jijtstlter, 
ami where the rules of e<^uity are more or l^sd trans« 
gressed ; but cannot possibly have place in matters of 
sovereign farour and mere bounty, of which kind is 
election. For instance : If we consider a person in 
the capacity of a tnagiatratej as invested with the ex< 
ec^tive power of the criminal laws of his country, and 
behold him inflicting upon such offenders as are poet 
and mean^ and of little account in the world, the pen* 
lities annexed to their respective crimes ; while he 
smfi^rs otihers of nobler birth, of more elevated rank, 
a^d of Affluent circumstances, to escape with impuni^ 
ty ; we have great reason to remonstrate ag«iinst such 
ft^reeedikre, as a, culpable partialiity, a cirimihal t^- 
ifiect of persons, and as no other tSian a perversion of 
jufltice. J&ut if W6 consider the same person under 

♦ Apnd WiTSiuM, O Ec9n, Feed. 1. iii. c. iv. 12. 
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the character of a benefitctor^ and behold him dis* 
pensing his favours among his indigent neighboursi 
in order to relieve theiy wants and render them hap" 
py ; we never imagine that he is* under any obligation 
to show an equal regard to all that are dbtresse^ with 
poverty. Supposing he distribute his bounty in great 
-variety to the favonred objects of his beneficence ; 
4iay9 supposing he indulge some with &vourS} while 
others, who stand in the same need, are entirely over- 
looked ; shall we arraign his conduct, and call him a 
resfiecter offierMona 7 By no means. For were that 
the case, there would be nothing indecent, if after he 
had manifested his beneficent regards to some, others 
Trere to come with a commanding voice, and r^- 
quire his assistance in the same way, and to the same 
.degree ; than which nothing could be more impeni- 
lient.-^Besides,- though men are under obligation to 
-love and assist one another ; though, being only stew- 
fU'ds of what they possess, they are accountable to the 
supreme Judge for the manner in which they use 
their faculties, their time, and all. their talents; yet 
.God has the most perfect right to do. what he will 
.vjith his own.' For no creature, and especially no 
offending.^ creature, has any claim upon his boun- 
ty- •: 

If Jehovah: must be denominated* a respecter of 
persons, and his conduct pronounced partial, on sup- 
position that he loved and chose some to everlasting 
happiness, while he rejected otliers and left them to 
perish under his righteous curse ; if the equity of 
ills i proceedings, intheaffairs of grace, must be call- 
ed'in question,. because he bestows eternal blessings 
on some and entirely withholds' them from others ; 
liaw sball we vindicate the methods %of Providence 
in ten thousand different instances ? . Does not God, 
as to the concerns of religion, afford those means of 
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giface,his word and erdinances, to some* while thtf 
are entirely withheld from others ? and where tfaej^ 
j^e enjoyedy does he not regenerate and sanctify 
soine by the spirit of truth, while others, who hare^ 
thiK same external means, continue in spiritual dark^ 
ness and finalty perish ? If, then, the uncontroulable 
God may do that in time for some, which he is under 
no obligation to do for any ; none can doubt wheth* 
er he might frorii eternity form such a resolution ; 
for divine Providence is notliing but the cfxeca- 
tion of God's eternal purposes-Similar to this, ia 
the conduct of God toward mankind, as to tempo- 
rai things. For nothing is more evident, than that 
the supreme Govemour of the world is liberal iii 
communicating enjoyments of every kind to some ;l 
while others, not more unworthy, are all their Uvea 
exposed to the greatest distresses. And thougli 
there is a vast disparity between temporal and eter^ 
nal blessings, yet, if to distinguish between his crea-« 
turcs, in bestowing, or in withholding the latter, 
would any way impeach his character ; it must in 
proportion do so in the former* For the Judge oC 
all the earth must do right. And as none caQ> 
without open blasphemy, quarrel with the sovereign 
dispensations of Providence, on account of that dun 
ference which isubsists between one man and another 
in the present life ; &o none should indulge a capr 
iious humour in finding fault with the methods of 
grace, because their IVIaker does not manifest an equal 
regard to all. 

Ker can it be inferred from any thing implied in 
this doctrine, that our eternal Sovereigs deals hard* 
ly^ much less unjustly, with any part of mankind* 
lieze let tie ask thi^ objeaor, and let him ask his 
4wn conscience; fibve aji mankind sinned?. la sin 
> transgression 6f lUhrin^ law ? is the law thef kaTO 
broken^ righteouis } just ia its requisitions, and equi- 
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table in ks yesftltf ? If sOf every xnan ie guilty be-> 
fore God, and everjr viouth should be stopped. : for 
all hare deserved to die{, xq perish ; to be destroyed 
with an utter deslrvotion. Either these^lhings are 
.atoknowledgjed as. undoubted truths, or the authority 
of the Bible is rejected. These truths being ad- 
mittedy reason ksetf must allow, that if all mankind 
Jbad perished under a curse, the honour of their Ma- 
ker, as the Supreme Grovernour and righteous Judge^ 
must have been unimpeachcd. But & so, it is imr 
possible to conceive,, how his choosing some to life 
and happiness, and hiis rejecting others, cau afford 
the least occasion for the charge suggested In the ob* 
jectioQ. for the election of those whom God de- 
termined to save, dees not injure the non-elect. 
Their skuation would not have been at all the better^ 
if none had. been chosen, nor any saved* For non- 
election is not a punishment; it is onlv the with- 
holding a free favour, which the sovereign Lord of all 
^ay bestow <m whomsoever he pleases. 

When the whole world is considered as guilty bt'^ 
/tre God, we mubt allow that he had an unlimited 
right to determine about the final state of men. He 
waw at perfect liberty to determi ne whether he would 
save any, or not. He might have left all to perish, 
or he might have decreed the salvation of all. Or| 
he might purpose to. save some,, and reject others \ 
and, so determining, he might love and save, he 
might condemn, and punish, whom he pleased. 
Surely, then, it cannot be absurd in reason, or incon- 
sbtent wtth the divine character, to suppose that 
he actually . haa chosen some to infinite glory, and 
determined to punish, othera. according to their de- 
merit. To acknowledge that all have sinned against 
Godt forfeited his favour, and deserve to perish ; 
aftd at ll^e «esn0 time to supg^se^ that he miight not 
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leaire what number he pleased to condemnation and 
wrath, imply a contradiction. For those who might 
not be rejected) whether more or fewer, must have 
a claim on Jehovah's fiBLVOur ; consequently, not just- 
ly liable- to perkhi whicbis contrary to the supposi- 
tion.. 

It is eternally fit that God should order all things 
according to his own pleasure. His infinite great- 
ness, majesty, and glory, certainly entitle him to ack 
as an \i»controulable Sovereign, and. that his will 
should in alt things take place-. H^ is- worthy, su^ 
premely worthy, of making his own. glory the end 
of all that he does ;- and; that he should make no* 
thing but the dlctates^ of his own wisdom, and the 
determinations Of his own will, his cule in pursuinjg 
that end, without asking leave or council of any 
creature, and without giving an account of any ^ 
Ilia mat tin- a. It is quite agreeable, that He who is 
infinitely wise and absolutely perfiect, should order 
all thiugs according to his own will ; even things of 
the greatest importance, such- as the complete salva- 
tion, or the eternal damnation of sinners. It is. 
right that He should thus be sovereign,, because he 
is the first, the- eternal Being, and the- fountain of 
existence. He is the Creator* of- all things, and 
they are universally dependent upon him ; it is^ 
therefore, entirely consistent with his character, that 
he should aot a» the sovereign Lord of heaven and 
earths 

• If the objection under consideration were founded 
in truth, God could not exercise mercy in his own 
right, nor would the-bkssings of grace b^ his own to 
give. For that of which he may. not dispose as he 
pleases, is not his own, he cannot make a present of 
it to any of his creatures^ they* having a claim upon 
it ^ for it is absurd to XiXk.oi giving to any- onei that 



te nhich he had a right in equity.— -But what would 
this objection make of God ? Mubt the High and 
Lofty One be so circumscribed iii the exercise of his^ 
grace, that he cannot manifest it at his own pleasure 
in bestowing his gifts ; but^ if he dispense them to 
one, must be obliged to give them to another, or be 
obnoxious to the charge of partiality and cruelty I 
Shocking to think ! The very thought is blasphemy. 
This impious imagination arises, absurd as it is^ from 
the high opinion -^g form of ourselves, and the dimin* 
utive thoughts we entertain of our Maker. 

But why shou4d the objector be so much concern^ 
•d about the honour of divine justice, in the conduct 
^f God toward mankind, on supposition that he has 
chosen sonfte and rejected i>thers ? Why should he 
liot be as TAuth concerned lest the giory of his Ma* 
kefi should attffer a statn^ by. the final rejection of all 
the angels that sinned and lell ftt>m their first estate t 
Certainly^ there is equal, if not superior reasoin; 
Why, then, does he tiot plead the cause of those old 
apostateb,. tliose darmned spiritsi, and. quarrel with 
God because he has shown more regard to fallen 
men than to fallen angels ? Yet he i% under no pain 
on their account ; not* d««s he suspect that the di* 
yine ehiaracter will lo^e any part of its glory, Itecause 
jthey are all, without one 'exce|mon, the objects of 
Jehovah's eternal vengeance-^fiut, very likely, he 
concluded that tke^ <kserve to bei damned. True : 
Mdis it tiot so with men ? If not— <*how shall I speak 
it ? the ia!w of €rod is unrighteous, for it demo«aces 
datanKtibn as the desert of sin i the vicarious death 
<tf juhri^t Iras an unnvcesaary and ahocksnf event^i 
the capital parts of the Bible ar^ unworthy ^ the 
least iregard ; and the disdnguisblnig doctrines o£ 
dinistiaiiity «re na i>etter tha&i a dream^ a iable«^ 
a gtti«iixn|^itiontm all who believe then. Wilih- 
out ^dtoitttoif tbia iiAidMiteotsd tnitkp. tkat moiy ^te^- 



sidercd as -guilty creatures, deserve to fieri^h forever ; 
■we can behold neither equity in the law, nor grace ia 
tlie gospel. The eternal rectitude of the great Law- 
giver and the amiable glories of the wonderful Sav- 
iour, are quite obscured ;• while the whole economy 
of redemption,- as revealed in scripture,- is thrown in- 
to the utmost confusion./ Consequeiitly, the objector 
has no alternative, but either to give up his point, or 
i>laspheme hh* Maker. 

- The truth maintained may now be considered, by 
way of improvement, as it respects the careless sin«- . 
«er and the real christian.— As it respects the carC" 
■Jess sinner. Is this your character, reader ?• If sOy 
it is happily adapted to strike your cwiscienee and 
alarm your fears ;- to arouse your lethargic soul, and 
awaken your inquiries after eternal blessednestk 
You have seen that it is a righteous thing with €rod^ 
to execute justice on all who are guilty ; and that, if 
he had left all mankind to perie^ none would have 
had any reason to complain. Now, though he has, 
of his mere goodness, chosen a number of the falUn 
race and determined to^ bring them to glory; ^ yet 
millions are left to suffer the awful desert of thel^ 
crimes. l$ow, then, do yoo know but this tnay b6 
your case ? Remember, thoughtless mortal I tliat if 
you be rejected of God, you are lost forever,- AlWl 
sivc you still unconcerned about your sout ? then th# 
sentence of a broken law, and the truth of an inkA 
Judge, abide upon you," You are in the liandPs^ ^ 
an offended God, and shocking to t^ink I yo«i« ar4 
at a dreadful uncertainty what he will do wiCh yoti. 
-—You -APe) it may be, sometimes afraid whM will 
become of yon; afraid. lest you should- hav^ yovi^ 
portion in the lake which bums with fire and brim« 
stone. Yes, and be it kntiwn to you, that while fWk 
are habiiuallir careless alk^ yotnr eternal iiiler^s, 
andii,tDver:c#:p)eastrrc -more tHaka a l^tf of* G6d, 
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YOU hayc reason to fear. Your apprchctisions of 
eternal .punishment have a real fonndalion. You" 
have .reason to treinble every moment. ' But you 
Virill do well to remember, that ;though you be ever 
so much afraid of the iinal event ; 'though everlast- 
ing damnation be ever so dreadful, yet it is what 
you have deserved. Your injured Maker and nf- 
fronted Sovereign may inflict it upon you, and be 
righteous, and holy, and glorious in it. However 
dreadful it now is, in your apprehension ; op how- 
ever intolerable it would be to you in the execution ; 
yet, in regard to God, neither the one nor the other 
can render it the less righteous.— You should remem- 
ber, sinner, that your Maker sustains the character 
of an universal Sovereign, and of a nghteous Judge. 
His honour, therefore, is deeply concerned in punish- 
kig the guilty. Though damnation be woi'se than the 
loss of being, yet you have no r-cason to complain of 
injustice ; except you can form a perfect estimate of 
n^at degree .of guilt attends innumerable acts of 
rebcUioB against unlimited authority, infinite majes- 
ty^ and boundless perfection ; and, upon a just com- 
parison of .the degree of guilt, with the iutenseness 
and duration of the punishment, pronounce them un- 
equaL But who can tell to w^at an enormous heig:ht, 
tbe guilt of one single act of rebellion against infi- 
mte Majesty must arise in the boundless empire of 
God ? We may boldly afiirm, that -none but the Om- 
niscient—- none but he who is possessed of that peer- 
IlBss majesty^ can solve the question. Meditate on 
these awful truths ; and may the Lord enable you to 
fifitfiom the wratJi to come /♦ 

* Hence It appears, that as the doctrine of God's general and 
equal love to raankind, and the sentiment of universal redeinpr 
tion, are too evidently calculated to lull the conscience asleep. 
jinder afiJse presumpUon of interest in the Redeemer and ol 
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'Do#8 my reader prbfess to believe and embrace 
rthU divine iruth? Has he ^sted that the Lord is 
graciouSf atMi ia he a real christian ? This doctrine 
(ipforma him whence his happiness flows, and to 
"vhom the gloty is due. Hence he learns, that 
"^raceisan ahsuolute sovereign; that she dispenses 
her €»voum to whomsoever she pleases, without be* 
iag sujt^ject to the least x:ontrol. Here she appears, 
<i)[iaii|tainUig her rights and asserting her honoursi 
with a grandeur becoming herself. Yes, readep, 
tjiis doctrine presents you with Ghace on tub 
^^^o»v. ; while, as an herald, with a friendly impor- 
tunity and a commanding voice, It cries in your 
ear, Bow tpb xn£e !-^«^And «s this doctrine pre^ 
'^ents you with a view of grace in its sovereign gloryi 
so it points out the objects of eternal love, as ina 
state of the utmost security. For who shall lay anf 
thing io the charge qf Ood*9 Mlect 7 To know youf- 
interest in the election of gracci is therefore a matter 
of great importance ; and that such knowledge is 
attainable, is evident from that exhortation of the 
Holy Ghost ; Oive all diligence to Tnake your caiHng 
and election sure ; sure to your own mind, and satia* 
(actory to your own conscience. That such a per- 
suasion) gprounded on truth, is intimately connected 
with a christian'^ peace and joy, is beyond a dcmbt* 
"^QV is there any other difficulty in attaining the cer- 
tainly, than what attends a well founded persua- 
sion of our being called by grace. Whoever has 
rpason to conclude that he is calledby the gospel 

happinenis by bim, where there h no avideoee of love to GoUk 
and his ways ; so the doctrine of distioruishinc grace» and of 
tbe Mediator's autntitution in the stead m bis coMen seed, has 
an obvious tendeacy to alarm the careless sinoer, and to awak- 
en the dj:ow^ fornsalist 
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lind converted to Christ ; may, from the very samo 
premises, infer, his election. For none but those 
that were chosen to life and happiness are bom of 
God, or believe in Christ^— -If you then espouse tho 
doctrine, you should not be satisfied with merely 
avowing the sentiment as an article of your belief; 
but should consider it as a truth according to godli- 
ness, and seek the advantage resulting from it. For 
you will find it of little avail, that you have adopted 
the sentiment into your theological system, if you ex- 
perience no benefit from it, in a way of humility and 
love, of consolation and joy. Viewed in such a con- 
nection with experimental religion, you should me- 
ditate on it: considered as thus important, you 
should endeavour to vindicate it from the hateful 
charges of the sons of pride. 

Are you, on divine authority, not only convinced 
that the doctrine is trae, but also persuaded of your 
interest in the love it reveals ? remember the exalted 
privileges to which you are chosen. Chosen you 
are, to a pai'ticipation of grace, with all its immense 
donations to the fruition of glory, with all its eter- 
nal felicity. Regeneration, justification, adoption, 
sanctificatioBy and perseverance in faith; these, 
christian, witli all that inconceivable bliss which re- 
sults from the enjoyment of God himself, are the 
blessings designed for you in- the decree of election. 
Sui^ely, then, with such blessings in hand, and such 
prospects in view, it is but reasonable that you should 
be entirely devoted to God, and live his obedient ser- 
vant. If gratitude have any persuasive energy, or 
if love have any constraining influence, here they 
should operate with all their force. Henceforth the 
glory of God and the honour of that adorable Pei*son, 
by whose mediation you come to enjoy these won- 
derful favours, should be your main concern, axid 
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the end of all your actions.— Remember the honotir^ 
able character conferred upon you in the sacred 
writings. Among those names of distinction which 
the people of God bear, that of the elect is noue of 
the least remarkable. -Of this character the Spirit 
of wisdom reminds believers^ when he urges upon 
them the duties to which they are called. Ye are a 
chosen generation^ a fieculiar fieople. Would we 
know to what end they were chQsen, and why they 
are a people distinguished from others^ as -God's pe- 
culiar property I the following words inform us.— 
That ye should show forth the /irtnses of Hinij ivhOj 
as a fruit of his electing love, hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. Here is the 
christian's duty in general, and to perform it should 
be his constant business : for lie was chosen in Christ 
that he might be holy and vnthout blame before him 
in love. 

Ovj is my reader one of those to whom the re- 
mark would be applicable ? <« This man entertains 
high notions in religion, and pretends to sublime 
attainments in knowledge. Eternal purposes and 
absolute sovereignty, unchangeable love and dts" 
tinguishing grace, are his favourite topics ; yet he 
lives in open neglect of the plainest precepts, and 
of the most important duties. While pride and 
covetDUsness, wrath and malice, with ^various other 
unsanctified tempers, govern his conduct, and ren- 
der him a scandal to Christianity.'^-— *The very 
thought of such a reflection is grieving to godly per- 
sons : for lamentable is the state of that professor 
to whom it may be justly applied ! You may dispute 
as long as you please, in vindication of divine sove- 
i^eignty in the affairs of g4*ace ; but it will be to lit- 
tle purpose, as to yourself. Because it is plain that 
you are an enemy in your hearty and a rebel in your 
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Ufe against that infinite Sovereign whose ri^bts you 
pretend to maintain. By such a neglect of his pre- 
cepts and such a transgrtssion of his lawS) you virtu* 
aily dcDy his absolute authority, and renounce his 
supreme dominion. Sinful appetites are the law you 
t>bey, and carnal pleasure tiie end you pursue : while 
your Maker and Lord has neither the affection of 
your heart, nor the service of your hands. May 
that omnipotent, sovereign grace, of which you talk 
without any experience, deliver and save your sink- 
ing, soul! For, verily, it would be hard to find a 
more shocking character out of hell. 



CHAP. IV. 

0/ Grace J as if reigns in our effectual Calling'. 
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£ have seen in the preceding chapter, that grace 
presided in the eternal councils,- and reigned as an* 
absolute sovereign in the decree of election. Let 
us now consider the same glorious grace, as exerting, 
its benign influence in the regeneration and effectual 
Calling of all that shall ever hz saved.— -Election, 
makes no alteration in the real state o£ its objects. 
For, as they were considered in that gracious par-* 
pose, in a sinful, dying condition ; so they continue 
in that situation, till the energy of the Holy Spiritr* 
and the power of evangelical truth, reach their hearts^ 
The means being decreed as well as tlie end, it is ab- 
solutely necessary, to accomplish the great design of. 
election, that all the chosen in their several gene«> 
rations, should be bom of the Spirit and converted 
to Jesus; called of God, and bear his image. 
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That important change which lakes place in the 
mind and views of a sinner, when converted to 
Christ, is frequently signified in the infallible word, 
by being called of God ; called by grace; called by 
the goafiel. In performing this work of heavenly 
mercy, the etprnal Spirit is the grand agent, and 
evangclieal truth the honoured instrument. — Are 
men, in their natural state, considered as asleep in 
sin, and dead to God ? when they are called, their 
minds are enlightened and spiritual life is communi- 
cated. The Spirit of God, speaking to the con- 
science by the truth, quickens the dead sinner; 
shows him his awful state, and alarms his fears. 
The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of Gody and 
they that hear shall live-^-'jiwake thou that slee/iest. 
Are they considered as having departed from God, 
and at a distance from him ; in the way of destruc- 
tion, yet afraid to return ? then the language of the 
gospel is, Return to the Lordy and he will have mer- 
cy upon you ; and to our God^for he will abundantly 
pardon. Him that cometh to we^ I will in no wise 
caat out. Such a revelation of grace being made in 
the gospel, and such invitations being addressed to 
perishing sinners, the Spirit of Truth, m effectual 
calling; gives them encouragement from these de- 
clarations to return to God, and enables them to look 
fcrf salvation from the hand of Him against whom they 
have sinned, and from whom they have so deeply re- 
volted. Such, in a general view, is the nature of 
that heavenly blessing which is the subject of our 
present inquny. 

That any sinner is called out of darkness into mar' 
vellous light y is entirely owing to divine grace. God 
called me by his grace ^ is the language of Paxil ; nor 
do the saints ascribe their conversion to any ottAf 
cause.~>-Man, being by nature dead in sin, iinac- 
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qualnted with its evil, and elated with a fond con- 
ceit of his own abilities ; looks upon his offences 
against God^ rather as pitiable failings than shock- 
ing crimes. He extenuates his faults, and magnifies 
his duties. He depreciates the work of Christ and 
relies on his own supposed good pei*formances. Be- 
ing entirely ignorant of his moral weakness, the to- 
tal corruption of his nature, and the extensive de* 
mands of divine law ; he endeavours, if at all con- 
cerned about his soul, to establish his own righteous- 
ness, as the principal ground of his acceptance with 
the high and holy God. He trusts in some general 
mercj, to be exercised toward him through Jesus 
Christ, to make up the deficiencies attending his 
own sincere attempts to perform his duty. In case 
of a relapse into open and scandalous offences, he 
flatters himself with the hopes of pardon, and of 
having an interest in the love of God ; if he do but 
forsake his past transgressions, be soriy for them, 
and amend his ways for the future. This, he thinks 
is the obvious and easy way of placating an ojBTended 
God, and of obtaining the divine favour. On such 
a sandy foundation are the hopes of men commonly 
built. Thus we lie, asleep in sin and dreaming of 
happiness^; on the verge of a dreadful precipice, yet 
unapprehensive of danger, till reigning grace exerts 
—her influence to recover us from our native ruin. 
/ But when the spirit of God convinces of sin by 

the holy law, and manifests its extensive demands 
to the conscience of a sinner ; when he is inforrfied 
that eyery sin subj^ects the offender to a dreadful 
curse ; then his fears are alarmed and his endeavours 
are quickened. Being aroused from bis spiritual 
slumber, he is more earnest and punctual in the 
performance of religious dtrtiesj in endeavours after' 
holiaeis, and in the pursuit of happiness; He isT 
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not content with that careless and superficial iray 
of performing devotional services, which hefore sa- 
Usfied his conscience and gratified his pride. For 
now» ^uilt burdens his soul, and conscience sharpens 
her sting ; while the terrors of the Almighty aeeni 
to be set in array against him. The duties he has 
neglected, the mercies he has abused, and the daring 
acts of rebellion he has committed against his di<« 
vine Sovereign, crowd in upon his mind and rack 
his very soul. The justice of the lawgiver appear^ 
ready to vindicate the law, as holy and good ; and,, 
like an incensed adversary, unsheaths the sword an4 
makes a loud demand for vengeance. In such a si-. 
tuation, he cannot but earnestly seek to escape im-, 
pending ruinJ But yet, hia heart being deeply lea-, 
vened with legal pride, and unacquainted with the 
divine righteousness, he labours to obtain salvation,. 
as it were hy the vforks of the tew.— When, by the 
Spirit and word of truth, he is further made sensin 
ble of his natural depravity, and of the defects at-*. 
tending his best performances ; when he .considers, 
how very imperfect they all appear in his. own eye,. 
and that a perfect righteousness is absolutely neces- 
sary to his acceptance with the eternal Judge ; theiv 
his hopes of salvation by his own obedience vanish,, 
and his apprehensions of eternal punishment in- 
crease. Thus, vfhen the law comesj shining in ita, 
purity and operating on his conscience with power, 
tin u revived j^ a sense of deserved wrath possess*, 
es the sou), and his former self-righteoua hopea, 
expire. 

He now reflects on hia past ignorance and Pha« 
risidcal pride, with the greatest amazeipent and the 
deepest self-abhorrence •• However relnqtant, he is, 
d^liged to give up his foi;mer exalted notions oC his 
<swn oieral excellency i^ a^d is compelled, wUh. the 
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polluted leper, to ciy. Unclean ! unclean ! N«w he 
perceives a propriety, now he feels an energy ia 
those emphatical scripture -phrases, which describe 
the state of a natural inan, by a filthy ^ sow wallow- 
ing in the mire ; by a dog ii> love with his vomit \ 
and by an open sepulchre emitting the ajihorred 
stencn of a putrefy uig carcass. These objects, he 
is fully convinced, are infinitely less offensive to the 
most delicate persoB and the keenest sense, than 
that moral, pollution is^ which, in the sight of an 
holy God^ has defiled his whple soul.— !-Now he 
freely ackjiowlcdges, that what he used to look upom 
as trivis^l offences, are shocking crimes* He is 
thoroughly convinced that the various transgressionsi 
of his life,* however \al.e and enormous, are so many 
streams froxp a corrupt fountain within ; that they 
proceed fron^ a desperately wicked heart. He \% 
amazed, he is confounded, when he reflects on his 
inbred, corruptions,, and views his native depravity.^. 
His eyes beiog openecj to behold the spirituality and 
vast extent of the divine law, he considers his wholei 
life aa.oi)e continued scene of iniquity. Fori instead 
of living every moment of his time in the uninter- 
rupted and most fervent love of God, as the law re*, 
quires ;. he finds, to his grief, and sha^nie,. that he 
ha« liyed in the loye of self and sip :. self-love hsv- 
iog h^en his law :. self->pleasing all his end. View*, 
ing the holy law as a transcript oC diyipe purity, he 
plainly sees that he isjio less obliged to love God. 
with all the powers of his soul, for the sak« of his 
infinite excellencies; th^n.he is. to avoid the horrid 
crimes of murder and adultery, Ip s^ word, he con- 
siders himself as th^ chi(^ tf. tdnnen. The sentence 
^f the law, though terrible, to , the last degree, he 
allows to b^ just. The execution of it he cannot 
but dread; yet from his heart he acquits both the 
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law and the law-girer of any unrighteous sevcrityr, 
though he should never taste of mercy. His lan- 
guage is ; The law is just^ and death is my due. 

Methinks I behold the awakened sinner, sobbing 
with anguish and bathed in tears ; fixed in thought 
and indulging reflection about his state and his. dan- 
ger. — ^^ The law, how holy, which I hstve trans- 
gressed ! the curse, how awful, that I have incur* 
red ! My crimes, how numerous ! Their aggrava- 
tions, how dreadful I How ineffably wretched my 
state ! for my soul, my immortal all is in the utmost 
jeopardy.! — What shall I do ? Whither shall I flee for 
refuge ? Shall I look for relief to carnal enjoyments 
and sinful pleasures I shall I quaff the sparkling 
bowl, or frequent the circles of polite amusement T 
Such a procedure would enhance my guilt and hicrcase 
my torment; would be like seeking an asylum in 
hell. — Shall I plead with my Sovereign^ and Judges 
that I have not been so wicked as others ? But how 
shall I prove the fact ? or if I could, the debtor that 
owes but fifty pence, having nothing to pay, is equally 
otmoxious to an arrest and a prison, with one that 
owes five hundred. For Jehovah declares, Cursed 
is every one that continued not in all t kings j 
Hvhick are written in the Book of the law to do theml 
—But have I performed no good works nor any obe- 
dience, from which I may extract some comfort, oof 
which I may '^build my hope of acceptance I Here'jF 
alas, I am entii^ely destitute. Conscious I am, that f 
have not loved God, that I have not sought his glory ;, 
and without these there is no acceptable obedience. 
My very prayers need an atonementr and my tears 
want washing.— Shall I promise amendment and' 
vow reformation, if He, to whom' I have forfeited' 
my life, will be pleased to spare it? Shall I sliyji, 
with him, in the parable, that owed ten thousand k-' 
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ients ; Have patience with me, arid IwiUfiay thee all? 
This would be an evidence of superlative pride, 
and an instance of the greatest folly. My debt, like 
hiS} is enormous ; and would xny Creator compound 
for the widow's two mites, I should still be insol- 
vent. I now find by experience that I am utterly 
without strength.— -But supposing I possessed abili- 
ties, and were to perform a perfect obedience in fu- 
ture ; this would make no amends for my past trans- 
gressions ; the old and heavy score would still stand 
against me. Had my offences been committed 
against a fellow-creature, I might possibly have been 
able to make compensation. But they are against my 
Maker; to whom I owe my time and talents; all 
that I have and all that I am. If one man sin against 
another^ the judge shall judge him : but if a man sin 
against the JLoxDy who shall intreat for him ; or how 
shall the offender atone for his crime ? It is the infi- 
nite Jehovah against whom I have sinned : it is the 
eternal Sovereign of all worlds against whom I have 
rebelled. Who, then, shall intreat for me ! Yes, I 
have ti*am pled on infinite authority.'" The language 
of my stubborn heart and abominable conduct has 
been ; Who is the Lord^ that I should obey him ? As 
the universal Govemour, I have renounced his 
dominion, and seated myself on the throne ; as my 
constant Benefactor, I have abused his mercies to 
his dishonour.— Infinitely perfect and supremely 
amiable as he is in himself, I have neither loved nor 
adored him : I have treated him as though he deserv- 
ed neither affection, nor reverence. I have, shock- 
ing impiety! I have preferred the vilest lusts, and 
the gratification of the worst appetites, to his honour 
and service.— How have I neglected the divine word 
and sacred worship ? I have treated the Bible as if 
it jvere not worthy of a serious perusal, and in so do- 
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ing have been a ptactical deist. The assemblies of 
the saints, my closet, my conscience, all bear testi-^ 
mony against me, that I have lived, as without God 
in the world. Or, if at any time I have attended re- 
iigious worship in public or private ; how hav^ I 
mocked my Maker ? I have behaved myself in 1^ 
awful presence, as though he bad been a senseleis 
idol ; one who neither knew nor cared how he wms 
worshippt^d. When I pretend edto acknowledge mr . 
sins, my confessions froze on my formal lips : and v 
I asked for heavenly blessings, it was as though I hfd 
little or no necessity for them. Withdelight and avi* 
dity I have pursued transitory pleasures and Tioioos 
enjoyments ; but as to the worship of God I' have 
been ready to cry ; O what a wearine99 m it I I 
have said td God, it has been the language of mf 
heart and conduct ;. JXc/tart front me ; for / denrc 
not the knowledge of thy way a.. What is the Jilmigk* 
ty that I should serve him P. and what/irqfit shall I 
have if I pray to him ? Can I: doubt, then, can I 
question for a single moment, whether I deserve to 
die, deserve to^ damned ? Damnsd !. dreadful pu- 
nishment ! Imagination recoils at the thoughts The 
idea chills my blood. Heaven avert the impending! 
the righteous vengeance l-*— -But God is. just ; and 
justice requires that sin should not escape with im* 
punity. Does it not follow, then^ that my eternal 
misery is. inevitable ? In what other way can -the 
rights of the Godhead,. the honour of divine holiness^ 
truth, and justice be maintained ? If no other wi^ 
can be found, wretch that I am ! I am lest for 
ever." Thus he lies at the feet of sovereign mer- 
cy. 

As a rebel against the Majesty of heaven, and con- 
scious that he deserves to perish, he lies deep in the- 
dust of self-abasement| and low at the foot-steol of 
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divine grace. But his all being at stake for eter- 
nity^ and not being sunk into absolute despair, he 
ventures to address the blessed God. Being well 
persuaded that if his request be granted and his per- 
son accepted, his -soul shall live ; and that if his pray- 
er be rejected and his person abhorred, he can but 
die. With trembling hands and a throbbing heart ; 
with downcast looks and faltering lips, he therefore 
dius proceeds : <^ Offended Sovereign ! I am justly 
under sentence of death, and should I eternally pe- 
rish, yet Thou art righteous. My mouth must be 
stopped : I have no right to complain. But is there 
nothiDg in thy revealed character that may encou- 
rage a miserable creature and a guilty criminal, to 
look for mercy and hope for acceptance ? Art thou 
not a compassionate Saviour, as well as a just God ? 
Is not Jesus thy only Son, and hast thou not 'set him 
forth as a /iro/dtiation through. faith in his blood? 
To Him, therefore, as my only asylum from divine 
wrath, I would flee. Yet, if repulsed, I dare not, 
J cannot object ; for I have no claim on thy mercy. 
Only, if It seem good to Thee to save the vilest of 
sinners, the^ mt>st wretched of creatures ; if it please 
Thee to extend infinite mercy to one who deserves 
infinite misery, and is obliged to condemn himself; 
the greater will be the glory of thy compassion. 
However, as a supplicant at the throne of grace ; as 
a perishing sinner, who has no hope but in sovereign 
mercy, and in the blood of the cross ; I am resolved 
to wait until freely received, or absolutely rejected. 
If rejected, I must bear it as my just desert ; if ac- 
cepted^ boundless grace shall have the glory.*** 

* Let none of my readers imagine that the process of eoi;- 
victioo here described, iv designed as 'a standard for their ex- 
perience ; or that I would limit the Ilolj One of Israel to the 
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Thus the name and (he work of Jesus forbid despair^ 
und shed a beam of hope on his benighted soul. 

One would imagine that the gospel of reigning 
grace, that the tidings of a free Saviour and a full 
salvation would be embraced with the utmost readi- 
ness by a sinner thus convinced. One would sup- 
pose that, so soon as he heard ihe divine report, he 
could not forbear exclaiming, in a transport of joy^ 
" This is the Saviour I want 1 This salvation is eve- 
ry way suitable to my condition. Perfect in itself, 
and free for the unworthy sinner. Wonderful truth I 
Astonishing grace ! What could I have, what can I 
desire more ? Here I will rest ; in this I will gloiy.'* 

same way and manner of working on the minds of sumen, vfbea 
he brings tiiem to know themselves, their state, and their dmn* 
ger. I have no such intention ; being well aware that God is a 
Sovereign, and acts as he pleases in this, as in all other thii^. 
For though every sinner must feel his want, before he will either 
seek, or accept relief at the hand of grace ; yet the Lord has 
various ways to make his people willing in the day of bis power. 
Some he enlightens in a more gradual way, and draws thon 
to Christ by gentler means, as it were with the cords of love : 
while he strikes conviction into the minds of others, as with a 
voice in thunder, and sudden as a flash of lightning. They are 
brought to the very brink of despair, and shook, as it were, 
over the bottomless pit. Nor have we any business to inquire 
into the reason of this difference In the divine conduot. As the 
Lord saves whom he will, so he may bring them to the know- 
ledge of his salvation, in what way, and by what means he 
pleases. — If any one doubt whether his convictions be genuine, 
let him remember, that the questions he should ask himself, in 
order to attain satisfaction, are not ; " How lon^ did I lie un- 
der them ? To what a degree of terror did they proceed ? By 
what means were they wrought ?" But, ** Does it «tand true 
iu my conscience, that I have sinned and deserve to perish 7 
Is it a fact, that notliiu; but the ^race ^God can relieve me V 
These are the questions which demand bis notice, and a suita- 
ble answer solveg the query. 
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<»-But, aids! this is not always the case. Observa^ 
tion and experience prove, that the awakened sinner 
is frequently backward, exceedingly backward, to re- 
ceive comfort from the glorious gospel. This aris- 
, es, not from any defect in the grace it revealS) or in 
the salvation it brings ; not because the sinner is un- 
<der any necessity, or in any distress, for which it has 
not provided complete relief; but because he does 
not behold the glory of that grace which reigns tri- 
umphant in It, and the design of God, m making such 
a provision. He wants to find himself some way die- 
Hnguishedy as a proper object of mercy, by holy tem- 
pers and sanctified affections. This is a bar to his 
comfort, this is his grand embarrassment. In other 
-words he is ready to fear, that he is not sufficiently 
humbled under a sense of sin I That he has iiot a 
suitable abhorrence of it ; or, that he has not those 
fervent breathings after Christ and holiness, which 
he ought to have, before he can be warranted to look, 
for salvation with a well grounded hope of success.* 
Thus the sinner, even when'his conscience is oppress- 
ed with guilt, and earnestly desirous of salvation, 

* Here it slioukl be well observed, that deep distress, aris- 
ing from the fear of hell, is not reqnired of any, in order to 
peace with God ; for such distress does not belong to. the pre- 
cepts of the lavr, but to its curse. Temfy ing apptehenKion^ of 
eternal ponishment are no part of that wbi^h is requii*ed of sin- 
ners, bat of what Is inflicted on them. There is iudeed ah 
evangelical sorrow for sio, that is our duty ; which is command- 
ed, and has promises annexed to it ; but legal terrors, pro- 
ceeding from the curse of the law, not from its precept ; ex- 
pressing a sea^e of danger yVom the law, rather than of having 
done evil against the law ;>.re no marks of love to God, or of an 
holy temper. An awakened sinner, therefore, wishing for dis- 
tresses of this kind. Is a person seeking for tlie misery of unbe- 
lief^ that he may obtain a permission to believe. See Dr* Owen 
cMhe Holv Smrii, p. a06. 
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opposes the true grace of God, by desiring some 
worthiness of his own. Whence it appears^ that the 
genuine self denial of the gospel^ is the hardest sa- 
crifice to human pride. 

But grace reigns. Tiie Spirit of truth) a principal 
part of whose busiiiess it is, in the economy of salva- 
tion, to testify of Christ and of sovereign mercy bjr 
him ; still calls the poor alarmed wretch by the gos- 
pel. Evidencing to his conscience, not only the all- 
sufiBciency, but also the absolute freeness of the glori- 
ous Redeemer. Manifesting, that there are no good 
qualities to be obtained ; no righteous acts to be per- 
formed, either to ^ain ah interest in him, or to quali- 
fy for him. Showmg, yet further, that convictions of 
sin, and a sense of want, are not to be accounted con- 
ditions of our acceptance with Christ and salvation 
by him ; nor ought they to be esteemed previously 
necessary to our believing in him, on any other ac- 
cpunt, than as u sensibility of our spiritual poverty and 
"wretchedness, renders relief in a way of grace truly 
-welcome. This is needful, not as inclining God to 
give, but disposing us to receive. A sinner will nei- 
ther seek nor accept the great atonement, till sensible 
that divine wrath and the damnation of hell are what 
he deserves ; and what, without the propitiation of 
the adorable Jesus, he must unavoidably suffer. 

I take it for granted we must come to Christ tm- 
det that^character by which he calls us. Now, it is 
evident, he invites us by the name of sinners. As 
sinners, therefore, miserable, ruined sinners, we 
must come to him for life and salvation. The gos- 
pel of peace is preached to such, and them the gos- 
pel calls ; even those who are not conscious that they 
are the subjects of any good disposition. Yes, dis- 
consolate sinner, be it known to you, be it never for- 
gotten by you ; that the gospel with all its blessings, 
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that Christ will all his fulness, are a glorious proyi- 
sion made by the great Sovereign, and by grace as 
reigning, for the guilty and the wretched— For such 
as have nothing of their own on which to rely, and 
utterly despair of ever being able to do any thing for 
that purpose. The undertaking of Jesus Christ was 
intended for the relief of such as are ungodly, alto- 
gether miserable, and without hope in themselves. 
Such was the beneficent design of God, and such is 
the salutary genius of his gospel.— Delightful, ra- 
vishing truth I enough, one would think, to make 
the brow of melancholy wear a smile. Let me in- 
dulge the pleasing. th(9light, and once more express 
the charming idea. The blessings of grace were 
never designed to distinguish the worthy> or to re- 
ward merit ; but to relieve the wretched and save 
the desperate. These— hear and rejoice ! — these 
are the patentees in the heavenly grant. • Yea, they 
have an exclusive right. For, as to all- those who 
imagine themselves to be the better sort of people ; 
who depend on their own duties, and plead their 
own worthiness ; who are not willing to stand on a 
level with publicans and harlots; Christ has nothing 
to do with them, nor the go«pel any thing to say to 
them. As they are too proud to live upon alms, 
or to be entirely^ beholden to sovereign grace for all 
their salvation ; so they must not take it amiss, if 
they have not the least assistance from that quarter. 
They appeal to thfe laWy and by it they must stand- 
er fall. 

He therefore who believes in Christ, relies on 
him as the ju$tificr of the ungodly. Nor docs be 
consider himself in any other light, or as bearing 
any other eharactefy in that very moment when he 
fiirst believes on him : if he did, he could not believe 
on. him as the justifier of such. The only encoti-^ 
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ragement a sinner has to applf to Christ for all that 
he wants, consists— not in a consciousness of beings 
possessed of any pious disposition, of having come 
up to terms, performed any conditions, or as being 
any way different from what he was before — but, la 
that grace which reigns, and is proclaimed in tlte- 
gospel. Yes; the free declarations of the gospel 
concerning Jesus, contain a sufficient warrant for the 
vilest sinner, in the most desperate circumstances^. 
to look for relief at the hand of Christ. Such as, I 
came not to call the rightcou&y but sinners to re/ient" 
ance-'-^The, Son of Man ia come to seek and to save 
that which was lost^-^Look un$B me, and be ye savedy 
all the ends of the earth-^Come unto me^ all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden^ and I will give you rest 
•-^Him that cometh to me I mil in no wise cast out 
"^Whosoever oeheveth in Him shall not perish^ but 
have eternal life^ 

In these, as in similar passages of holy writ, the 
sinner is encouraged to look to the Lord Redeemer, 
with assurance that in so doing he shall not be disap- 
pointed-»to look to Him^ not as one whose character 
and state are different from those of the world in com- 
mon ; but as a guilty creature and ready to perish.. 
These free declarations are founded on the glorious 
undertaking and finished work of Christ, who suffered 
for the unjust ; who died for men^ while sinners and 
ungodly s and who reconciled them to God^ when they 
tpere enemies. So that all things are now ready for 
the sinner's enjoyment and happiness ; hei*e, in a life 
of faith and holiness ; hereafter in the fruition of glo- 
ry .-^^These divine testimonies are only a specimen of 
what might be produced on the occasion ; and they^ 
together ifvith others of the same import, are the pro- 
per ground of our faith in Christy or dependancc 01^ 
him V for everlasting salvation « 
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Hence it appearsy that the sinner who is effectu- 
ally called of God, is not led by the Holy Spirit to 
believe in a dying Redeemer, under a persuasion of 
his being now distinguished from his ungodly neigh- 
hourS} and former self; or, in other words, of his 
being a much better man than he was before, in vir- 
tue of^any g^od habits or qualities ; nor does his com-/ 
fort arise from any such supposed alteration. No : 
the divine Spirit does not bear witness to our spir- 
its, concerning our own inherent excellences; or 
informs us how much we are superior to others : 
but, concerning the all-sufficiency, suitableness, and 
absolute freeness of Christ, and of all the blessing^ 
included in his mediation^ The basis of a believer's, 
hope, and the source of his spiritual joy, are— -not a 
consciou«nes» that he has done something towards his 
own salvationy< call it beUeving^f or what you* will- 
but, the truth he believes and the Saviour on> whom 
he relies: which trutl^ possessed in the hearty is al- 
so the spring of < his holiness. 

A sinner being brought, under the influence of the 
blessed Spirit, and by. the instrumentality of the: 
gospel, to renounce every fEdse confidence and legal 
hope, and^: as to acceptance with the Most High) to 
pour contempt on every righteousness which is not* 
in all respect perfect; leans on Christ, as the rock 
of ages; cleaves to* him, as the only hope of the 
guilty ; and rejoices in him as able to save to the ut* 
termoaty all, without exception, ivho come jo God by 
him. Now a new scene of- things opens to his view. 
He beholds with amazement how God can be just^ 
and yet the justifier of the ungodly. The just God 
and the Saviour appear in' the same point of light. . 
Now the everlasting covenant unveils its infinite 
stores to his ravished sight, and the gospel pours its ^ 
^^~'~ balod into his wounded conscience. Jesus 

Hi- - ■ - 
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Christ, and his righteousness, are now his only- 
hope. He finds a sufficiency in the gloiious Imma- 
nae!) not only to supply aH his wants, but to make 
him infinitely lich, and eternally happy ; and in him 
he rests completely satisfied. He who, but a little 
before, stood trembling and confounded at the tribu* 
nal of conscience ; who could scarcely imagine that 
God would be righteous if he did not pour out his 
vengeance upon him ; made the work of the heaven- 
ly Substitute a full vindication of the \*ights of Jus- 
tice, and an everlasting foundation for his strongest 
confidence. This wonderful expedient, so well adapt- 
ed to glorify God and save the sinner, he beholds 
with astonishment, and contemplates with rapture. 
Tes, beholding Grace an the throne^ he bows, adores^, 
and rejoices. Gratitude abounds in his heart, and: 
praise fipws from his lips. 

When he refi^ects on his present unworthihess and' 
former state, beholding what enmity he eheriished in- 
his bosom against his Maker ; when he consider^- 
how carnal his affections, how stubborn his will, how 
liroudhis heart;- how often he had, in his conduct^ 
adopted the language of those who say to the A1-- 
xnighty, Defiart from ua : for we desire not the know- 
ledge of thy ways ;, he is amazed that he was not 
long since transmitted to hell. When he further 
considers how loath he was to acknowledge divine 
sovereignty, and bow to heavenly mercy ; how long 
he. resisted the calls of providence ; how often he sti- 
fled the remonstrances of conscience ;^ and, that, if 
less than an infinite Agent had been employed in re- 
ducing an obstinate rd^el to obedienee ; he had been 
finall]^ obdurate and eternaHy miserable—when he- 
thus reflects, he is filled with pleasing astonishment. 
On a comparison between what his offences deserv- 
ed^ and what God has bestowed, he canaot forbear 
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exclaiming ^ < What hath God wrought ! What a 
miracle of mercjr V He is convinced to a demonsta- 
tion, that his Calling must be ascribed to reigning 
grace. He is fully persuaded that God was the first 
mover in this^ as well as in every other blessing be- 
stowed ; in every other benefit enjoyed, or promis- 
ed. When he meditates upon his calling, his lan- 
guage is ; << I am found of Him, whom I neither lov- 
ed nor sought. He is manifested to me, after whom 
I did not inquire." He will say, " I am known of 
God : I am afiprehended of Christ :" rather than " I. 
know God; I aftfirekend Christ.'^ 

Thu« to be calted of God is an instance of reign-^ 
ing grace, and an evidence of distinguishing love. 
Happy are you, reader, if you know by experience 
what it is to be called by graces If such be your 
state, it becomes your indispensable duty to walk 
worthy of your caking ; for it is high, holy,, heaven- 
ly. Yes, believer ; your calling is truly noble. Voii 
are called out of darkness into marvellous light ; and 
out of worse than Egyptian bondage, into the glori« 
ous liberty of the sons of God. You are called out 
of the world, into fellowship with Jesus Christ. 
Called, you are, out ofa state of open rebellion against 
God, and painful, anxiety of mind, into a state of 
reconciliation and friendship^; of conscious peace 
and heavenly joy. What shall I say ? you are call- 
ed from the slavery of sin, to the practice of holi- 
ness ; into a state of grace here, and to the enjoyment 
of glory hereafter. In short, it is the high God that 
called you ; it is the way of holiness in which you 
are called to walk ; and it is an ifhfading inheritance, 
an eternal kingdom, you are called to enjoy. Here 
is your blessedness, and here is your duty. The con-* 

* Uke zv. 4. d. Reuh z. 20. Gal. iv. 9. FhUip iii 12. 
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sideration of these things, as a noble incentive to 
obedience, should fire your mind with godly zeal ; 
should fill your heart with christain gratitude; 
should direct your feet in the paths of duty, and ma- 
nifest its constraining influence through your whol# 
conduct. 

To you that are uncaliedf what shall I say ? youi^ 
state is awful. For, leaving the world in your pre- 
sent situation, you are lost for ever ; you die to eter- 
nity. For none shall be glorified hereafter, but sucb- 
as are called here. If death should summon you 
hence, before you are converted to Christ, what will- 
become of you? as dry stubble you must fadl inta 
the hands of Him who is a consuming' ^r^.*— You- 
may entirely neglect the concerns of. your soul ; you. 
may, for a. season, trifle with the aflairs of religion^- 
and hear the gospel with a careless indifference ;h 
but, if grace should not interpose for your rescue^., 
dreadful will be the issue. The word of God and*, 
the gospel of >> Christ, will be a swift witness against^ 
you another day ; will be the savour qf death unto 
death to your soul : while God, even God himself^ 
will be your eternal enemy. Consider thisj ye that 
forget Godflest he tear you in fiiecesj and there be 
none to deliver. 

If you attend on a preached gospel and frequent 
the house of God, do not take it for granted that you 
must needs ht a christian, because you make a pub- 
lic profession, and yield a cool assent to the trutli. 
This thousands- have done, this you may do, and 
yet perish forever. If not divorced from the law, 
if not renewed in your mind and enabled to believe 
lA Christy as -a miserable helpless sinner ; it will soon 
appear that you have only chosen a more, decent, 
though less frequented path, to the regions of dark- 
ness; .and that you are danoi^Qd. with the UDgJe ad^.~. 
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vantage, of having left a respectable eharacter 
amongst your fellow sinners. A poor compensation 
this for the loss of an immortal soul, and an awful is- 
sue of a religious profession I God grant it may not 
be th^ case with my reader ! 

Nor let any one mistake a set of evcngelical no- 
tions, received by education, or imbibed under a gos- 
pel ministry, for true conversion and faith in the 
great Redeemer* A mistake here is fatal, and has 
been the ruin of multitudes. A professor may be 
wise in doctrinals, and able to vindicate the truth 
against its opposers ; while his heart is entirely car- 
nal ; cold as ice, and barren as a rock. Though I 
nnderatand all myateriea and all knowledge', and' have 
not charity ; love to God and love to his people, I 
am nothing. Vain, then, are the pretensions of all 
those^ whatever knowledge they may have cf the 
gospel, who live in sin ; who love not God, nor 
seek his glory. They may shine in religious con- 
versation; they may display their talents snd feed 
theii* vanity, by defending truth and refuting error ; 
and, conscious of superior abilities, may look down 
with a solemn pride on persons of meaner parts and 
less understanding in the doctrines of grace ; but 
their superior knowledge will only aggravate their 
future woe, and render damnation itself more dreadful. 



CHAP. V. /■ 

Of gracCf as it reigns in afullj frcc^ and everlasting 
/ Pardon. 
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ARDON of sin is a blessing of superlative worth, 
because absolutely necessary to. present peace aod 
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future salvation. Without it, no individual of 
Adam*s race can be happy. When the conscience of 
a sinner is wounded with guilt, and oppressed with 
fears of divine wrath, it i^ sought with ardour, as th&v 
most desirable thing ; it. is received with joy, as the 
first of all favours. 

But great and necessary as the blessing is, had it. 
not been for that revelation contained in the Bible, 
mankind would have lain under a sad uncertainty^, 
whether there was any such thing as forgivene99 
mt/i God, Being conscious of guilt, yet partial in 
their own favour, thay might have pleased them-- 
selves with conjectures, that he would not finally 
condemn all his oifending creatures: but they could 
never have arrived at certainty. Ft/r by whatever 
medium they might have come to the knowledge of.' 
God, as the Author of nature and Sovereign of the- 
world ; by the same mean they must have known, 
that per£eK;tion is essential to the OLvine Cliaracter, 
and, oonsequently, that the Deity must be infinitely 
opposite to moral evil. Btit whether sudh as had: 
rebelled against their eternal Sovereign might be 
forgiven, consistently with his perfections and pur- 
poses, and without impeaching his honour as a 
righteous governour ; this, unassisted reason could 
not have determined^*— Under what obligations » then 
are we laid to adore the condescension and good- 
ness of God ; who has not left us to grope in the 
dark, and to form a thousand wild conjectures about 
an affair of such vast importance ! For, possessing a. 
divine revelation of the richest grace, we are taught 
with absolute certainty, that there ia forgiveness 
with our Maker and Sovereign. This revelation of* 
mercy is of great antiquity, and almost coeval with 
time itself. It was^ known to the patriarchs ; it 
was exhibited in a clearer manner under the Mo.^ 
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saic eeonomf. But, hy the incarnation and work of 
the Son of God, it has received the hig^hest confirma- 
tion, and shines in all its glory.— -Jehovah's pardon- 
ing goodness was loudly proclaimed to Moses, and 
makes a conspicuous figure in that sacred name by 
which the >God of Israel was known to the church in 
the wilderness. Jia the Lord descended in the cloud 
and stood with him there^ and firoclaimed the njmk 
OP THB LORD, jind the Lord fiassed by before 
inm^ and firoclaimed; The Loed, toe Lord Goo, 
merciful and gracious^ long»mffering^ and abun- 
dant in gpodnesa and truth ; keefiing mercy for thou- 
aandsf forgiving iKj^uiitr^ transgressioiTj anv 
si». Yes, to the eternal Sovereign belong mercies 
and forgivenesses^ though we have rebelled against 
him. 

This capital blessing of the new covenant is re- 
presented in the book of <]rod by many strong meta- 
phors, and in a rich variety of language ; yet all in 
exact correspondence to the different views which 
are there given of the dreadful nature and compli- 
cated evil of sin. Is the sinner described as all over 
defied and loathsome with hateful injpurity ? his 
pardon is denoted by the fief feet cleansing of his per- 
son, and by the covering of all his filth.* Is he 
compared to a wretched insolvent^ and his offences 
to a debt of ten thousand talents ? his pardon is re- 
presented by blotting out of the debt, or by a non^ 
imfiutation of it.f Is he likened unto a person who 
labours under thefweight of a heavy burden^ that 
galls his shoulders and sinks his spirits ? his forgive- 
ness is represented by lifting ufi^ and by removing 

the painful incumbrance.^ Are his transgressions 

f 

* Psalm xiv. 3. zzzii. 1 . and Izxxv. 2. 1 John i. 7. Rev« i. 5. 
t Psahn xxxii. 2. and li. 1. 9. Matt xvil. 24. 
i Psalm xzzYiiL 4, and xzxli. 1. Matt. zi. 28. 
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for their nature, number, and effects, re"pfesenled 
by ciouda : bUck, lowering, low hung clouds, that 
are just ready to burst in a storm and to deluge the 
country ? his pardon is described by their totai abO' 
lition^ by blotting them out from the face of heaven, 
BO that no trace of thera shall be found, nor any mor- 
tal be able to tell what is become of them.* Is dis- 
obedience to the 4ivine law pronounced rebellion 
against the Majesty of heaven, and the sinner con* 
sidered as a convict under sentence of death ? for- 
giveness consists in reversing tltt sentence^ and in 
remitting the fienalty due to his crimes. Under this 
consideration, which is the proper notion of pardon, 
tl'.e language of a gracious God is, Deliver him from 
going down to the /tit ; I have found a random. The 
Lord is pleased to represent the same invaluable 
blessing, by catting our tint behind hit back; by 
casting them into the de/iths of the sea >• by removing 
them as far from ua as the east is from the wtat ,•— 
by remembering them no more ; and by making scar- 
let and crimson offences white as wooly yea^ whiter 
than snow* 

In this forgiveness grace reigns, and the riches of 
grace are displayed. It is an absolutely perfect par- 
don ; and to make it so, three things are required. 
It must be full, free, and everlasting. That is^ it 
must extend to all sin ; it'must be vouchsafed without 
any conditions to be performed by the suincr ; and it 
must be absolutely irreversible. But these things de- 
serve a more particular consideration. 
. That forgiveness which is equal to the wants of a 
sinner must befall ; including aU sins, be they ever 
so numerous ; extending to all their aggravations, 
be they ever so enormous. Every sin being a trans- 

* Isaiah xlir. 22. 
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grcnssion of divine law» and every transgression sub- 
jecting the offender to a dreadful curse ; if tiie guilt 
of every sin be not removed, if the penalty due to 
every sin be not remitted, the curse must fall upon 
us and wrath noust i>e our portion. Hence appears 
the necessity of a full pardon in order to happiness. 
-—And as it is essentially necessary so it is granted. 
The scriptures declare, thai when our offended Sove- 
reign pardons any of the human race, he forgives 
-all their sins. For, says the King, whose name is 
the Lord ov Host's s / will cleanse them from all 
their iniguUieB whereby they have sinnedj agaiiut me $ 
and I ftnll fiardon axl their iniquities whereby they 
have sinned^ and whereby they have transgressed 
against me. Delightful declaration ! To forgive sin 
is a divine prerogative. None can dispense the un- 
speakable favour but God. This he declares he will 
do : ann that he will not only forgive some sins^ or a 
few, but all ; all entirely. 

Let us hear another ambassador from the court of 
heaven. The prophet Micah^ when speaking of the 
King Eternal, with an air of thanksgiving and of 
joy declares ; Ne will turn again^ He vfill have 
comfiastion ufion usy He will subdue our iniquities s 
and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the defiths qf 
the sea. He wiH turn again ; not as an incensed 
adversaty to execute vengeance : but as a friend and 
a father to manifest his grace. Beholding with pity 
our miserable condition and helpless circuxnstan* 
ces, He will have compassion ufion us ; He will re>- 
lieve our distress, and richly supply our various 
wants. As disobedience is the cause of all our nu- 
sery, and that abominable thing whicn he detestsi. 
He will subdue our stubborn inighities i he will re- 
move their guilt by atoning blood, and annul their 
dominion by victoiious g|Me. jimd as a further 
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expression of pardoning love^ Thou vnlt cast^ not a 
fewi or the greater part only, but all t/teir tin* into 
the defitha of the sra. Their sins, as a burden too 
heavy for them too bear, as an object too hateful for 
thee to behold; thou wilt for ever remove from 
them, for ever cast out of thy sight. Here the ful- 
ness and the perpetuity of divine forgiveness, are 
expressed with all the force of language. Another 
in&llible writer expresses the glorious truth, and 
celebrates the inefiable blessing, in language of exul« 
tation. To hear his words is delightful ; to partake 
in his joy, is transporting. Bieee the Lord^ O my 
90uif and ail that is Vfithin tne^ bless his holy name*^^ 
Who forgive th all thine iniquities^ who healeth all 
thy diseases. Such is his language and such the 
ffround of his exuberant joy : and a solid foundation 
it is for incessant thanksgiving. For when, and 
to whomsoever, God pardoneth sin : he so forgives 
itf thatf as to the eye of his vindictive justice he sees 
it no more g there is none to he found that can be 
charged upon them.* -Hence there is no condemna- 
tion to such persons. 

This forgiveness is worthy of God, and suitable 
to the chief of sinners. Proceeding from sovereign 
grace, it reaches the foulest crimes and the m6st 
abominable transgressions. By this gracioUs par- 
dUm, scarlet and crimson sins are made white as wools 
yea, whiter than snow. The bloody sins of Ma- 
nasseh ; the madness of rage in a persecuting Saul ; 
the bitter taunts of the Thief against the Son of 
God, when both were in their expiring moments ; 
and the sin of crucifying the Lord of glory ; these^ 
all these, with their various and horrid aggravations, 
have been pardoned. These, though inconceivably 

*Namb.niii.21. Jtr.1.20. fioia. vlU. 33. 
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heinous, and some of them such as were never com- 
mitted, either before or since, have been forgiven b]r 
a gracious God. The blood of Christ is possessed 
of infinite energy, arising from the superlative dig* 
nity of Himwhu shed it, and is able to cleanse front 
ifll sin. From each sin, bis it ever so heinous ; from 
all sins,be they ever so numerous.->*Thus grace, like 
a mighty and compassionate monarch, passes an act 
of oblivion on millions and millions of the most aggra- 
vated offences and complicated crimesi 

Did the most abandoned profligates know what 
forgiveness there is with God, they would no long- 
er be held by the devil under that injurious per- 
suasion and fatal snare,. There is no hofie. Nor would 
ihey form the rash conclusion^ tt^e have loved stran^ 
gersf and after them will wr ^o.*— Jkhovah is the 
God of Pardon. This is hia name, and this is his 
glory.t For thus saith the Lopd ^ / mil fiardon oil 
their iniquities — and it shall he ta me a wamb of 
JOT, PRAISE, AHD AN HONOUR, befoTt ull the tiotiona 
qf the earthy and all the angels m heaven; which 
shall hear of all the superlative ^od that 1 do unto 
them4 Astonishing words ! The Sovereign of all 
worlds seems to gjory in pardoning mercy, as one of 
the brightest jewels in biaown eternal crown. Well 
therefore, might the church cry out in a transport 
of joy ; iVho is a God tike unto thee T that fiardoneth 
iniquity of the tnost complicated and shocking kind ; 
and fiasseth by^ with the utmost readiness, the trans" 
^ression of the remntmt of his heritage P He retain* 
eth not his anger for ever $ and the glorious reason 
is, a reason which ought never to be forgotten, he^ 
cause he oexichteth in mercy *% 

• Jcr. y. 25. t Ejcod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Neb. far, 17, 
X itT.mm. 8, 9. f Mich. vii. 16. 
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Come, thex), poor trembling shmer ! though con-. 
idous dhat the number and magnitudes of your sins 
are inetxprci^ibly great ; come let us reason together^ 
4tid contemplate the riches of grace. What, though. 
vou are by nature an apostate creature a^d a child 
of Tf rath ; though you have, by innumerable trans^ 
gressionsy violated the law of God and incurred its 
everlasting curse— Though you are grown hoary in 
rebellion against your divine Soverei^ and look, 
i^pou yourself as a monster of iniquity--^houjfh 
yWur sins of heart, of lip, and of liife ; sins of omis- 
Amj and sins of commission ; sins of ignorance^, 
ahd sins against knowledge ; like an armed host in. 
tferrible array besiege you on erciy side, and call 
aloud for yengeauce on your guilty hcad-^Though 
to heighten vour misery, the enemy Of mankini) 
sBduhi come in like a flood, and load you with horrid! 
accusations ; should telf you that, by your offences^ 
yo\i have dared God*s vengeance t0 his face, and 80>-' 
Jemnly mocked him in your duties ; and so set si- 
keener ed^ on all your sensation^ of guilt — And, 
to complete your distress, though your own con- 
science turb evidence against you, ratify the dread- 
ful verdict, and pronounce the deserved Sentence ; so 
that you are ready to- conclude you are almost a 
damned soul, and that your case is absolutely des- 
perate ; yet still there is relief to be had. Notwlth- 
standhig all these deplorable circumstances, there is 
no reason to sink in despair. For, behold ! there 
is full forgiveness with God ; and such is his mercy„ 
he wait9 to be gracious in bestowing the invaluable 
blessing. As he never confers the favour, on account 
of any thing amiable in the object ; sa'he never 
withholds it, on account of any peculiar aggra- 
vations in the sinner's conduct or character. To 
dispute this, is to deny that saltation is by grace 
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Divine mercjr is not condiuonal} narroff, or limited ; 
not like that which is exercised by meoy backward 
to interpose^ till something inviting api>ear in its ob- 
ject. No ;. it is divinely sovereign, and absolutely 
free. 

ConsidePy O disconsolate soul ! how many mil- 
lions now inhabit the regions of immortal purity and 
exult in blissy that were once loathsome with sin» 
and laden with guilt ; pressed with fears» and ready 
to sink in despair ;. in a word alto^ther as abomi- 
nable and wretched as you can possibly be. Reflect 
a moment, and see whether yom cannot find, among 
those •tdritB qf tke JMt made fii^Jpect^ such as were 
by nature the same, and, before mercy was show- 
edy no better by practice than yourselfw— There you 
will find that adept in evety kindoHwickedBest, the 
idolatrous and bloody^ Manesseh.** There you may^ 
see the perfidious Peter ; . the nsan,- whOf contrary 
to the dictates of his conscience,. to the warnings 
of his Master, and to^his own solemn < protestations s 
denied, with oaths, and cursesyt his Lord and Sav- 
iour, who was . then going to spilL hb very blood 
for him.. There you may behold; many of the pro- 
fligate Corinthians ; persona that were once a re- 
proach to their country, and a scandal to human na- 
ture.. Whiie^ near. to. the Son oft God, and seated 
on .thrones of.blisst you cannot but observe many of 
those Xerusalem sinnersf who imbrued their hand% 
in the blood, of our divine. Lord.. These make a 
distinguished- figure among the shining hosts ; the. 
very thought of which must revive the heart of a 
drooping sinner. In a word, theroi you will see sin- 
ners of- every sort and of every sixe. So that, be 
>our sins like a debt of millions of talents ; be they 

* 21 Sim ni- 2 CbroD. xxxiiL t Mark ziv. 71. 
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more in nutnbef tlum tke curt in the irmamcnti and 
heUTier than the sand of the sea ; yet this yV/^ for- 
giTeness snperabounde. Let thi« be yo^r rest and! 
tils your joy, that graco r^gns in the ^rdon of ail 
sin. 

The next requisite in a complete pardon, is^ that 
it he free ; or in other words, not vouchsafed on any. 
eonditions, to be perforaned by the sinner .-^.In re- 
gard to Christ our surety, the pardoi^ of a»yrbven< 
Sie least offence, wrs suspended dn the perfomsnce 
of the most dreadful coaditiqns and the haidest 
tBrtns. The terms* the conditionsr were, hb mcar^- 
nation, his mp»t perfect obedience to the. divioe law>^ 
and subjection to the most in&mons death of the 
cross. As to Christ our substitute, blood was the 
rigoraus condition ; blood was the dreadful dc«k 
Mand ; even the pouring oqt of A^ otpisf bhod was 
the righteous requisition of divine justice. Foa^ 
withjout shedding' ^f hloodi even the blood of the 
Prince of life and Lord of glory, /A^r^ U no remi*^ 
eion of any oiTenccs. The atonement of our glori-^ 
ous High priest is that which satisfies the claims of 
justice, which procures the pardon of sin, and paci«> 
fies, the consciences of men> when pained with a. 
sense of guilt. 

This forgiveness is, notwithstanding, absolutely 
free to the pardoned sinner It is dispensed accord- 
ing ta the nches of divine mercy, and is received in 
ai way of grace. As it is written ; f^e have redemfi^. 
Hon thtoagh hii bhod^ even the Jfhrgivines^ of sins^. 
a€cfding to the richer ^f hia grace. - The death of 
Christ is the meritorious cause, and the glory of; 
Qod is the ultimate . end, that Jehovah has in view 
when he bestows the blessing. God Jb4t Chrita** 
9ake hath forgiven ydtf— •/, even 1 am Ae, that blot^ 
teth out /Ay frmegrefHonn Jbr mf cw*s asi^^^wThe 



last' passjige is 86 reni0*kabl7 «||po8itei thftt I cannot 
forf^ear transcribing it ttofjcj at large. But thou tia^t 
n&f eaited ufian mr, O 7ntob /. 6u$ thou kaat been 
weaiy of mr, O IwrueL TMu ha9t not brought me 
tfie smati cattle qf thy burnt offeringif. neither ka^t. 
thou honoured me with thy 8acr\/lee$,, I, have not 
cau9€d thee ttf tffrve vdih an offering\ nor wearied' 
th^t with incense.. Thou hast brought me no sweet 
cfirte withinoney^ neither hast thfuu filled me with the 
fat of thy sacrifices, ; but thou hast made me to serve 
with thy sins^ thou hast wearied mje with thine ini' 
guittes,. After snch a heavy charge ; rather, afber 
auch a complication of charges exhibited against* 
thenu; who could expect but the next words would 
flash yengeance, and denounce utter destruction ?— 
But lo ! rejoice, O ft heavens I and shout for joft 

ye children of. men !r-every. syllable is balm,. 
every word teems with cpnsolation. Jehotar- 
speaks;— -let the worst of sinners attend and hear!. 

1 wbom thou, hast so notoriously offended, even I 
am he that blotteth out thy transgressions f not he* 
cause thou art humble,, or any way quailified for 
mercy^ but/or mine own saxs ; to demonstrate the 
riches of my grace, and to display the glory Of all 
my perf<^ctions. Apd so fully and effectually shall • 
this, be done, that / wiUnot remember thy sins any 
more.— -Hero we haTc the. apostle's declaration finely 
exemplified ;, Where sin abounded^ grace did much: 
more abound. ' Ifi the instance be&re us, we behold, 
a people, highly fiiTOuredi.of>the Lord, neglecting 
kis positive appointments, though easy to be per- 
ibrmed-; we behold them restraining ftrayer before 
Ood^ and quite wetiry. of : his worship. Yea, we^ 
hear their Sovereign complain that they have caused 
}pLm to serve with their sms, and wearied him wit|i 
t^dr mwhSifllcd crimes V and yet these impious^ 
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wretches are pardoned. Amazing mercy ! Sim 
abounds like a floodf but grace abounds like an. 
ocean. If pandon thus circumstanced be not abso-^ 
Itttely free, in respect to the criminal, I think it would, 
pjuzade the most fruitful invention to contrive a fi>rm- 
of. words to. express any such thing. 

The Spirit of inspiration, speaking by the same 
prophet in another place, declares ; Jf'or the iniquity, 
of hiM covetouaness was I wroth and sm^te him / I 
hid me and was wrothj and he went on frowardly in 
the way o/hi» heart. What expedient does liot the. 
Lord try next ? Since tlicse milder methods did not. 
reclaim, the obstinate, rebellious, covetous wretch ;. 
it might naturally be expected that God would pro* 
ceed immediately to lay on severer sti'okes, and to- 
rpAke him feel the vengeance of his lifted arm. But. 
reigning grace does wonders ; such wonders, as will, 
fill heaven with hallelujahs to. all eternity. I have 
seen his waysj . says the Lord. Surely then he will . 
teach him not ta offend any more, by. inflicting an 
awful punishment, and by making him a signal ex*, 
ample of avenging justice ? Such would be the dc*. 
termination, and conduct of men, in dealing with a 
stubborn, yet impotent adversary. But Jehovah'a^ 
methods of reclaiming offenders, and. of softening 
the hearts of. his hardened euemieSf are not. like. ours;, 
they are in a peculiar manner hia own^ and highly 
becoming himself. He adds, amazingly gracious, 
indeed !-^be adds, and. will heal him of. theae his. 
inveterate maladies, /w^/ pardon all his offences, 
and lead kim also in the ways of obedience. And, 
having shown him the infinite evil of * his former^ 
cpnduQtj.and possessed his heait of godly sorrow,^ 
liwill, restore comforts unto him and to all his mourn- 
ers, A gloriously free pardon indeed I Here grace 
takes the rebels i^ ^^^l; and wha^ is thf conse- 
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^uencc ? Why) tli!sir spiritual diseases ai*e healed ; 
their crying sins are pardoned ; the sons of Belial 
are reduced to obedience> and made partakers of 
bcayenly joy. 

Let us now consider some few of those eminent 
and everlasting monuments of grace, ad it reigns in 
the free pardon of sin, that stand recorded in the 
New Testament. — Saul, afterwards called Paul, was 
a barbarous persecutor of the children of God.-— t 
The sacred historical informs us, that his rancorous 
heart breathed out threatettinge and alaugf^ter against, 
the saints of the Most High. Had it been in his 
p<>wer, he would have dealt destruction among the 
christians by every breath he drew.— Would you see. 
a further description of his malice and rage against 
the peaceful and holy disciples of Jesus r Woulcf 
you behold this tyger in human form pursuing and 
devouring the innocent Iambs of Christ, to the ut- 
most extent of his power ? then read the following^ 
words. / fiuniahed them oft in every iynagogucy 
and comfielled them to biasphdnte. Andy being ex- 
CESDiNGLT ilAD againtt them J I persecuted them 
even unto strange cities. Is it possible for words 
to express a more diabolical temper, or a tisorc sa- 
vage barbarity ? Wh&t. had the objects of hi^ itapla* 
cable fury done, that he became so highly iilcensed 
against them ? The grand offence was, they loved 
our Lord, and ownea him for the true Messiah. 
For this he stirrcid up all his rage, and would not 
suffer them to live. He might well ackxlowldge>, 
when be came to his right ttimd ; / was a blasphe^ 
mer^ a. persecutory and injurious. Yet this man ; 
than whom, none can be greater enemies to God, 
none more vjile or unworthy ; this butcher of the 
members of C^rkt obtained merev* On a suddeor 
when his thoughu were big with miigliter> and his 
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heart thirsting for Mood ; when he was auning^, i£' 
possible, taextirpate the christian character, and cause 
the remembrance of ia crucified Messiah to cease from, 
the earth ; even that was the time the persecuted Sa- 
viour chose to manifest his love to him. He was pow«- 
erfully struck with conviction, called by. grace, par- 
doned.and justified, and became an heir of eternal sali- 
vation. Nor was he requiired to perform any condi*- 
tion, as in the least entitling. tO' these blessings, or at. 
qualifying for them.. Is it recorded, of him, that be 
was exceedingly mad against the christians I his own. 
pen has informed us, that the grace of our Lord was. 
exceeding abundant toward him. So that though «tn 
mbounded grace did much more abound. 

But some perhaps may be inclined to think, that the 
pace exercised. toward JPaul was as extraordinary, as. 
the means of his conversion were miraculous. Let 
the apostle himself determine the oase. He says^ 
JPor tM€ cuu9e I obtained mercy ^ /Aa/— what ? That I 
tnight appear as a singular iiistance of divine mercy? 
that! might enjoy a favour not vouchsafed to any. of 
XPJ fellow-sinners? No; but Ma/ in meJiretfJeMi^ 
Christ mtglA Mhov> forth all long sufferings for a PAf - 
T£RN/o them, vfho should her ecfter belie-xn: on him to lift 
tverlasting.f Hence it is plain, that the long suffer- 
iiig; and.grace, which were manifested in the pardon 
and salvation of. Saul the persecutor, are to be consi- 
dered ;'not.as a particular instance of sovereign boun- 
ty, rarely,, ifever, to be repeated ;> but as the vei*y ejr- 
e;n/^/ar of what should be showed to millions and mill- 
ions of transgressors in succeeding ages-— even to all. 
If ho shouid afterwards believe on Christ to life etemal-t 

"^ITIm. i, 16, Eph. U.6, 7. 

fHiat lively and evmgellcal writer, Hkavrr, when treatll^ 

en the eonvenkm of Paul, cacp r i wc s blunelf in the flbildwiiif 

.naniMn •• Observe tbii man. ialrii uneonvert^ state. He 

knalhitM eve ttf0«fefiJivB md ilMfftlfr afalDSl the chr irtiaas.-- 
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The case of Zaccheus the publican, of the Samft- 
viian Woman, and of the Philipiun Jailor, loudlf 

-Ckn any thing deDOte a more iniquitoui and savage temper ? 
The roarinf Koti and the raging bear are gentle creatures* 
compared with this monster in human shape.— ^iH the descrip- 
Uon of his barbarity heightens. / was excudinglif mad agaim^ 
■them. I camptUed Uum to blaspkeme ; afidptinitked them in 
every afnagogue. The practice, not of a man, but of a fie«d ! 
^'u the very picture of an incarnate de? il. — What has this m- 
iemal wretch, that may recommend him to the divine fevour ? 
If ever there was a sinner on earth, that had smned beyond the 
reach of mercy, beyond the possibility of pardon, surely it 
must he this Saul of Tarsus. 

* ** But the divuie mercy, •disdahring aH limits. Is overflowing 
and unmeasurable. Where sia has abounded like a flood, di- 
vine mercy abounds like an ocean. The fiivour of man is 
baekward to Interpose tin something amiable and iovituig ap- 
pears in the ohjcti* But the grace of God is Immensely nch, 
and infinitely free. 'It prerents the most rile and hardened re- 
bels It brings every requisite and recommendation, in its own 
imspeafcably beneficent nature. It accomplishes all its blessed 
ends, not by any towardJy disposition in the sinner^ but, by 
that one glorious righteousness provided In the Saviour. — ^Thia 
overtook the persecutor on his Jonmey to Damascus. Lic;ht 
and life were poured upon him, not from any dawn of reform- 
atkMi in himself but finom a very difiereut quarter. By open- 
iag^ as it were, a window In heaven, wliile he was sqjoumiug 
even in the suburbs of hell. He son that Just one. He re- 
ceived the iuestimable gtft. Ue was made partaker of the 
salvation which Is in Jesus Christ. 

•' See, now, what an effect thb &ith has upon his conduct 
It causes a total revolution In the sentiments of his mind. It 
gives a new bias to every iheoity of his soul. ?t hitrodnces an 
absohite change into tfaa whole teoour of his behaviour. As 
great and marveUous a^ change, as if you shouhl behold some 
miditj torrent, turned by the shock of an earthquake ; and 
jvlUng those waters to the east, whicii, flt>m the beginning of 
tune, bad (lowed uicessantly to the west. He adores that Jesus 
Whom hehLtolv bhuq>hemed. He preaches thatiaith which he 
once destroyed. And he Is ready to lay down his life for those 
believersy whom, not long ago, he persecuted unto death.'* 
ntron mi Jtfotio. Vol. UL p. 233, 234. Edit ^b. 
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attests the glorious truth for which I ana pleaduicjj, 
Zacchcus was chief among the publicauS} and it is 
highly probable, was not the least among the extor- 
tioners. Among his neighbours, his employment 
was detestable, his character profligate, and his com- 
pany scandalous. That his employment was detes* 
table, none can tlonbt. That his character was prof- 
ligate, appears from hence. The office of chi^ 
among the ftublicansj was what no son of Abraham^ 
who had not lost his reputation ; or who was not of 
an abandoned, shameless chai*acter, would under- 
take. And tliat his compscny was esteemed scanda- 
lous, is evident from that keen reAection upon the 
conduct of Jesus, when he became a guest at his tablel 
They murmured^ 9aying^ that he was gone to be a guest 
mth a man that is a sinner / a worthless, in&mous 
fellow. A complaint of the same kind with that of Si- 
mon the Pharisee ; I'/ds man^ if he %uere a firofihet^ 
loould have known wkOj and what manner qf woman tbU 
is that toucheth him^Jbr she is a sinner / a person of ill 
fame, one that is a reproach to her sex. But notwith^ 
standing the unworthy t:haracter or conduct of this 
Jewish publican, he is instantaneously converted. 
No course of duties, prior to his believing on Christy 
is assigned him. No qualifications, as predisposing 
for pardon, mentioned. This day^ witlmut any pre^ 
vious preparation, is salvativn come to this house-. 
Nay, before our Lord expressed those gracious words, 
Zaccheus made haste— <;ame down from the tree-^ 
-and received him joyfully. Now, as things were then 
circumstanced in reference to the entertaining oi 
Christ, it is not at all probable that he should have 
received him joyfully^ without believing in him ; nor 
could that have been, without receiving the remission 
of sins. This therefore is a noble instance of an 
absolutely free and unconditional pardon. 
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The convCmon of the SahuLritan woman is an in- 
stance much to our ptirpose. This woman lived in 
ignorance of God and his worship, and iu the vile 
*practice tif adulceiyy tiH, by a remarkably gmcious 
providence, she met with our Lord. He made him- 
self known to her. She believed dn him i confessed 
lier faith in iiim ; and conseqXientlyi received that for« 
giveness which is hy him. Nor can we suppose 
without offering violence to reason and scripture, 
that Christ considered her as having compli^ with 
any terms, a^ having pefYormed any conditions, quali- 
fying for that pardon and those blessings which were 
vouchsafed to her. 

The conversion lof the Philippian Jailer Is equally 
apposite, and eqtially strong in proof of our point. 
The Jisdler was a Hentile idolater, a barbarous per- 
secutor, and, in purpose, a self murderer. Yet, be- 
ing awakened in his conscience^ he was directed by 
an in&Uible g'uide to 'beleive on the Lord Je9U9 Christ 
immediately; with the strongest assurance that in 
80 doing he should be saved. Had Paul and Silas 
thought of any predisposing or qualifying condi- 
tions, to be attained in any Way, or performed by 
xiny means : had they thought the performance of 
religious duties, a course of humiliation for sin, oi- 
the evidence of any degree of love to God, previous- 
ly necessary to faith in Jesus for pardon and accept- 
ance ; no doubt but those ambassadors of Christf 
who shunned not to declare the whole counsel cu 
God, would hate given some intimation of these 
things to the trembling querist. But as tliey direct- 
ed him immediately to trust in the Saviour, as free 
for any, free for the vilest of sinners, without givii^ 
him any such intimation ; we may conclude that thc^ 
did not consider any thing necessary for that pur- 
pose. N0W9 as their judgment j^d conjluct in these 
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important affairS) arc acknowledged to have been 
according to the mind of God ; we may venture to as- 
sert) that there is no good disposition^ no holiness^ nor 
any fruits of sanctification re(|uisite> as the condition of 
pardon. 

I might produce various. other instances, from the 
volume of revelation, to the same purpose ; but I 
^hall content myself at this time with selecting one; 
It is that of the Thief pn the cross : and as his case 
is very remarkable, the reader will excuse me if I a 
little enlarge upon it. This man died the most ig- 
nominious death; a death which was not commonly 
executed on any offenders, but such as were the re- 
fuse of mankind, and guilty of atrocious crimes. 
To this death he was deservedly brought ; his own 
conscience acknowledging the justice of the execu- 
tion. An hardened villian we find he was, according 
to the testimony of two Evangelists, even after he 
was fastened to the cross. Matthew informs us, 
that the rHisrES^ aUoy which were crucified with 
Chri9tj took up the words of reproach and blasphe- 
my, which were uttered by]the chief priests, scribes,, 
and elders, against Jesus the Son of God, then dying 
for the sins of men ; and cast the same in his teeth. 
And Mark says, Tmet that were cruetjicd with Mm 
reviled him* ^ence it appears that they were both 
most obdurate wretches.; that they were both guilty 
of persecuting the dying Saviour, to the utmost of 
their power, and of blaspheming his offices and 
work. This vilest of misecrants, justly suffering 
for his own cri^)es, could not be ignorant, that Jesus 
was nailed to the cross for claiming to be the Son 
of God, and for professing himself to be the Messi- 
ah; nor could he be unacquainted with the meaning 
of those sarcastic reflections, that were cast upou 

Z Matt, xxvii. 44. Mark st. 32 
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him by malevolent rulers^ and an msoleut rabble. Yet 
he joined the common cry; he poured the bitterest 
I'eproachcs on the most innocent and |j;lorious Per- 
son that ever appeared in the world; This he did 
fHien Jesus was in his dying moments, and when 
His own body was extended on a cross, transfixed 
with nails in the most sensible parts, and racked 
witt^ ex<}uisite pain. Such a conduct, in such cir- 
cumstances, evidently discovers the most a^stonish- 
ing degree of impenitence for his own crimes— -the 
greatest abhorrence of the bleeding Immanuci— the 
highest insensibility of his own state toward God| 
and unconcernedness about the momentuous affair* 
of an eternal world. He acted as if his tormenting 
Qthers were a relaxation of his own pains. Whence 
could such a conduct proceed ? whence, indeed, but 
from the principles of Atheism, or from the rage of 
the devil ? 

Such was the state of this Thief, till some time 
after he was crucified. Such were the qualifications 
whieh he possessed, predisposing for pardon. Yet 
he> though enormously vile— —let reigning grace 
have the glory 1 — was pardoned.— Being convinced 
of the superlative dignity of Jesus Christ, as well as 
I he injustice of his condemnation; being infoimed of 
the design of his sufferings, and of the nature of 
that work he was then finishing ; when the other 
ihief, his companion in wickedness, continued his 
opprobrious Hinguage, he rebuked him sharply, and 
rtddrcssed a prayer to the dying Jesus. In which 
he acknowledged liis Deity; owned him as Lord of 
the unseen world; and as having' authority to dis- 
pose of crowns and thrones in glory, to whomsoever 
he pleased. In doing which, he paid him the high- 
est honour which mortals can pay to the true God, 
His petition is, JLord remember me when thou comeit 
'fito thy kingdom I Jesus answers him with that roa • 
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jettj and condescension which become none but tht. 
Supreme Possessor of heaven and earth. Veribj 
J May unto thec^ To-day thou tthalt be vfitfi me infiaro" 
dipe,* The petition of the dying criminal, supposes, 
fidth in the illustrious sui!^rei> as the all-sufficient. 
Saviour; and the gracious answer which Jesus re»< 
mmed irrefrag^bly proves it. His comprehensive 
petition being readily granted, we may infer that 
his o{!^nces were pardoned and bis person accepted. 
Now, can it be supposed that the dying Redeemer^ 
when he vouchsafed pardon to him, considered him 
ill any other light than that of a notorious offender,, 
a most ungodly wretch I. Is it possible to conceive, 
with any appearance oC reason or of scripture, that. 

* Hew amazing the methods of graee ! How mortifyinc to^ 
famnan pride ii the cosduet of CbriKt ! In (be time of bis poblle - 
miniilry he was addressed, by a very, decent, respectable, and 
apparently iinout young ruler, A penon who to outward ap* 
pearance^.was very promifingt and likely to be-an>honoiir to the 
Kedeemer*! rising interest Yet, notwithstanding all his re- 
eommendations of worldly property and polished manners, of* 
hooonrabte character and devoiit address ; he was sent away 
tmcuHngly tatromfvl. But here ne behold tli a holjr J ecus re- 
turning the most graciovsaiiswer to the veiy first petition of an 
abandoned malefactor, a thief even Just before he breathed bis . 
last.. Consequently, he was sofar,fromfbayiDg any recommen* 
dations, either of person or of character,, that every thing aboi^ 
him was quite the reverse. So tnie are those words, though 
spoken with an ill*inteQt ; Behold a friend nfpuhlicam and sin* 
mtrt.^-'Ttu whole htwe no need qf a physician^ but they that are 
flffdk, appeals to have been the maxim on wbicb Messiah formed 
bis conduct. And why should the righteous, or the self-suflS- 
eieot, be offended at this ? If they can do without the manifes- 
tation of such grace, others cannot. But if the elder brother 
wilt be displease<i, because the prodigal is accepted, who can 
help It ? Such, however, as feel their want and look to the 
eross alone for relief will entirely acquiesce in the conduct of" 
Christ. B^nig well persuaded, that it is for his eternal honour, 
•od for their evfrhistiog salvation.— -JLul^e zviii. 18*^23. 
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this Thief performed any entitling or qualifying 
conditions, previous to the mercy and forgiveness 
that were granted and maiiifested to him* 

Can we imagme that this thief, when he said re* 
member mej could possible consider himself as any 
other than the vilest miscreant ?* Yet, with great 
boldness, and no less acceptably, he uttered the 
words.^-^Nature teaches and pride suggests^ ''This 
IS a kind of language becoming none but the dying 
lips- of prophets, of apostles, or of martyrs ; of 
. such as have been eminent for good works and 
pious services all their days." Whence, then, 
could this infamous man derive such a degree of holy 
boldness, so acceptable to the bleeding Immanuel I 
With what confidence, or upon what ground could 
he say, JRemember^ me V H is impossible, I should 
think, for the invention of man to find any other 
reason ; ncr can all the hosts of angels find abetter, 
than that grace which reigns. That <grace— let angels 
and the spirits of the just made perfect dwell on the 
charming sound ! let the worst of. sinners look to it 
juid rejoice in it I— that grace, which was the only 
basis of hope for the gfoattst apostles, and the most 
holy among the children of -men ; is an all-siifficient 
ground of dependence, even for blasphemers and 
persecutors, fo? thieves and murderers ; or, as 
Paul says, fortiie chief of sinners.- 

Here we behold with wonder and contemplate 
with joy the conduct of the Lord Redeemer in mak«^ 
ing choice of one as his companion to glory, when 
he made his exit and left, the world. Of one who 

* ** Memento met, horoiois flagitiosissinii, subpeeeatnmTenil-' 
tl, bipedniD pessimi, et peccatoriim, maxiiai ; fyrnido «eiMri| 
m regmumtwum^ ut etego gratiain invenianapiid te, et Unuu^ 
ac securam snb alis ttterux torn im^jestatis stationtni/ . 
MaacKair, Obterv. Crit, in PasHan, D, N\ L C. p. 78$. 
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had-^DOt like Enoch, walked with Gpd ; not likd 
Abraham, rejoiced to see the da3r of Christ, and 
longed for its commencement ; nor like old Simeciiy^ 
waited with ardent expectation for the consoladon 
of Israel— -but of one who, tpv aught, appears to the. 
contrary, had deirotpd. all his time and all his talents 
to the service of Satan-Hof oiie, whom th^ sword 
of civil justice perinitted not to live ; and who in the 
eye of the public, was le^s worthy of ipercy than^ 
Barrabbas himself, who wa9 guilty, of. sediiign and. 
murder ;. was a vile incendiary and a bloody ruffian. . 
Astonishing procedure of Jesus, the Judge of the. 
world! When such a wretch i^ si^vied, who can de-. 
spair ?— -At that ever memorable amd asnai^ing period,, 
when the Son of. the Highest wi^ in the pangs of. 
dissolution, Jehovah was determined, to show, by. 
%n incontestable fact, that the salvation which was, 
then fipishingy originated in sovereign mercy ; flow-, 
cd in atoning blood ; was equal to the wants of the^. 
most abominably, wicked ; and terpninated in bia 
own eternal glory, as its ultiniate design. This, this, 
is grace indeed ! Grace,. 

• Notto bethm^t on, biit>witb tidoft of jpy, 

* Not to be mentioned, but wHh shouts.of praise/ 

Can we cease to admire the power of divine g^ee- 
In. th^. salvation o£ this Thief ? What an. amaadag 
difference takes place in a few hours, as to his chaiv. 
acter and state 1- When first extended on the eros8« 
VjB view hiip one of the most hardened wretches 
whose character is recorded in any. hiistory. Then, 
we hear hin;i pray« and behold him a sii^c.ere peni< 
tent. And lo ! before the day is elapsed, even while 
his body— a deformed spectacle !---stiU hangs on the 
gibbet and declares to all the world that he was not 
fit to live ; bis immortal spirit enters the portals of 
jM^distf and U. blessed with th.9 beatific vision. 



Surprising trs^sition !. As « nuisance to society and. 
a pest to the public, he is brought to the cross, and 
fl-om thence is transited to a throne of. glory . - 
Here also we behold, in a striking light, the sove* 
reignty of grace. For the other thief, though not 
mone unworthy, dies unrelenting and is lost for ever. . 
Here the. Almighty shows that he will have mercy ^ 
en lahom he will have, mercy ; for, one i^ taken andi 
the othsr left. 

I cannot conclude xny remarks on this very. ex-. 
traordinary fuct, without observing; That as the 
death of the Son of God wa$ the most wonderful, 
event that ever did, or ever will take place on the. 
theatre of the world \ and as it was . intended to be a, 
fbundation of hope for sinners, in the most despe-. 
rate c^ses ; so the circumstances attending it were^ 
wisely adapted to answer that* gracious design in its. 
utmost latUude, The Princje of life was numbered^ 
amcm^ tranagiressora ; was crucified between twa. 
thieves. He died> not aiUy the most abhorred of: 
deaths, but in the worst of company, Nor^ was this- 
a casual thing : it was determined by. Jehovah, and. 
the subject of ancient prophecy, Tiiis was gracious- 
)y ordered, in the purpose and providence of God,, 
to aiford relief to the mojit flagrant offender8.^-«-Ba(i 
any the least regard been paid to.mpraL character, 
and human excellence, in that most amazing of alU 
transactions ; Unbelief and pride would soon have, 
concluded, that it wa9 principally intended for thci 
more respectable part of: mankind ; for those whOr 
want bujt little assi^tanceif and wt>uld be able to dor 
tolerably well without it* On such a supposition,^ 
what must have become of notorious criminals, andc 
ef all those who consider themselves as awfully guil«. 
ty and wretched? What but absolute despair would, 
have awaited tbe eittirely.worthleas?. though tl^ese? 
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are the persons in whose salvation mercy deligtits,. 
and for whom the g^reat atonement was provided. 
Had the companions of Christ on the cross been, 
persons of a shining character for humanity and 
piety ; nay, had they been of equal repute with Eze- 
kiePs worthies, Noah, Daniel, and Job ; although 
mankind, by. common consent, might*, have agreed 
to pronounce their execution an outrageous violation 
of justice, and have execrated the Judge who con- 
demned them ; yet the dying Jesus would still have 
been numbered vnth traiiMgres^ora, But this would 
have afforded small encouragement to those, who 
are not only condemned by divine law, and stand 
guilty in their own consciences but have ' also, by. 
a criminal conduct, incurred the public odium.i— 
Such would. have been teady to infer, that their case 
was entirely, hopeless ;.and, therefore, . as despair of. 
the future was the most rational thing, so present, 
pleasures, however sinful, would have been still- 
more eagerly pursued by them. But reigning grace 
w^s by no means willing that the mobt abhorred of; 
men should be reduced to such a dreadful situation. 
In order therefore to prevent this, the Holy One of' 
God was not only crucified^ to show that he died 
under a charge of the highest guilt5 and was made a 
curse;, but he was crucified between two convicts 
that were thieves and. ruffians. He made his exit 
and was numbered with. such, as all the world agree 
to prononuce tranagresaora ,v with such as. have ever 
been esteemed by all J nations as^ unworthy to live. 
But why was this, if not to show> that as the best: 
of men have no solid foundation of hope, except the 
blood of the cross ;, so the very worst and the vilest 
that ever deserved a gibbet^ have no reason to sink 
in despair while they behold the Lord of life expire 
ui such eompany ; and especially when they re* 



f 

« 



IN- OVR PAROOy. 113^ 

member ihtit he took one of those vilikfais with hinr- 
to glory. 

My reader^ perhaps, would be ready to think it a 
gross aflPront to his character,, were I to assert, that 
he stands on the very tame terms with this Thief, in 
tcgai'd to acceptance with God ; and that the most 
uprig^ht of men have nothing more to plead, before 
their Maker, than he had. Yet this is a certaia 
truth* For salvation is entirely by grace ; and grace- 
is unconditional favour. Grace, therefore, has no 
regard to any real or supposed difference amcmg' 
then. Ail whom it relieves, are considered as on 
the same level ; the most moral, and the most profli- 
gate, being equally without help and hope in them- 
selves. We may therefore conclude, that whoever- 
Ipoks for salvation by any other grace than that which 
saved this Thief, will meet with a dreadful disap- 
pointment. 

In the several foregoing instancss, grace, in the 
free pardon of sin, does not only appear, but appears 
with majesty : it not only shows itself, but demon- 
strates its power to be infinitely great and supreme- 
ly glorious. These remarkable cases stand engross- 
ed by the pen of inspiration, as so many acu and/ire- 
cedentt of the court oiheaxen ; and were recorded for 
our — ^yes, reader, for •ur observation, instruction,, 
and comibrt. They were ordered to be transmitted 
to posterity by the King eternal, that in the age* to 
come He might 9how the exceeding riches ofhu grace y 
through: Christ Jeaut, 

The blessed effects produced, on the minds and 
morals of all these enormous offenders, by the mani- 
festation of grace and a grant of pardon, deserve our 
consideration; as they are a standing testimony IQ- 
thc truth of that saying. There is forgiveness with 
Thee^ that thou matjest be feared, — When Paulcamie 
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to experience the power, and to taste the aweetrtess^ 
of pardoning grace, no labours were too- great for 
him to undertake ; no sufferings were too severe for 
him to undergo, on tlie behalf of his divine Master. 
He counted not his very life dear, so that he might 
propagate the glorious truth, and promote his Re- 
deemer's honour.— .Zaccheus was instantly changed 
in his dispositions and conduct : for the extortioner 
made restitution, and put on bowels of mercy.— The 
Woman of Samaria immediate-y drew numbers to 
hear that gracious voice which quickened her own 
soul ; and to receive him, as the Christ, by whom 
jihe was instructed, pardoned, and comforted.— The 
Jailer manifested a ready obedience to the commands 
of our Saviour, as King in Zion,- by submitting to^ 
the ordinance of baptism. He evinced his love to 
the saving' truth, by washing the stripes of the two 
illustrious prisoners, and by treating them at his hos- 
pitable board with a cordial welcome.-— And the 
Thief, the few moments he had to live, after he cr- 
joyed the blessings of grace, confessed his offences, 
justified God in- the punishment he then suffered, 
and, in love to the soul of his partner in viilany and 
infamy, reproved him for his blasphemy and warn- 
ed him of his danger — the dreadful danger of suffer- 
ing eternal wrath. 

I am persuaded that the testimonies and facts, al- 
ready produced and pleaded, in order to prove that 
pardon is Jree ; detached from all works, dependent 
on no conditions, to be performed by the sinner, are 
quite sufHcient. Otherwise, I might easily add to 
their number, by producing other examples and more 
declarations from the sacred volume. But these I 
omit, and shall only remind my reader of that re- 
markable and truly evangelical text ; When tve were 
enemie^j we were reconciled to God hy the death of 
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ilia Son. Now, as none c can deny that pardon of sin 
is essential to a state of reconciliation with God ; so 
it is impossible the reconciliation and forgiveness of 
those who are enemies to him, should ever take place 
on account of any thing amiable which they possess, 
or of any thing good which they have done. Such 
a supposition, if they were absurd enough to make it, 
Avould confound the two absolutely contnidictory ideas 
of enmity and friendship. 

Here let us pause a moment and indulge reflec- 
tion. Is there no forgiveness of any offender, or of 
the least offence, but by shedding of blood^^the infi- 
.nitely precious blood of Jesus, our incarnate God ? 
JHow awfully evil, how inconceivably great the ma- 
lignity of sin ! The dignity of the Person who suf- 
fered for it ; the superlative interest he had in his 
Father's love ; and the more than mountainous 
weight of divine wrath, which he bore in his com- 
pUqated sufferings ; much more strongly express the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the infinite purity 
of God, than the everlasting punishment of the 
damped. Here we behold in the clearest light, that 
our Sovereign is absolutely just, as well as divinely 
merciful, in granting a free pardon to the worthless 
and guilty. Here w« behold the righteous Judge, 
and the suffering Saviour; inflexible justice, and 
triumphant grace, .in UiQ same point of light. The 
curse is executed in all its rigour, and mercy is ma- 
nifested in all its riches. Here the Great Lord of 
all appears, <lispet\sing innumerable and free par- 
dons ; but in such a way jis preserves the honours 
of his law inviolate, and maintains the rights of his 
divine government-^tn such a way, a» is the sur- 
prise of angels and the wonder of heavtn. To con- 
trive it, was the work of infinite wisdom ; to mani- 
fest it, a display of boundless grace. In such a me- 
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4hod of di)»peiising forgiveness^ how safely may thd 
alarmed conscience rest ! For while it is most hap- 
pily adapted to impress ^e mind with an awful sense 
of the infinite evil of sin, the purity t>f the divine na- 
ture and the extensive demands of the holy law ; it 
encourages -the most unreserved confidence in mercy 
thus revealed, and cherishes the liveliest hof>e in 
^race thus reigning. 

Ii{ there a full and free forgiveness ; a forgive^ 
ness vaachsfffed without any terms or conditions to 
be performed by the enfeebled and corrupted crea*- 
turc ? How shamefully then do those persons in*- 
jure the grace of God, and veil its most shining ex« 
ccllencies, who teach, or inuigine, that pardon a{ sin 
is not to be expected, nor can be received, till the 
sinner is prepared for it by a course ef humiliationi 
of self-denial, or of holy conversation ! This pardons- 
fur from being suspended on conditions to be per- 
formed by us, flows from sovereign grace, is accord*- 
ing to the infinite riches of grace ; and Is intended 
by Jehovah to aggrandize his grace, in the view of 
all the redeemed, and before the angels of lightt 
both here and hereafter. That forgiveness v)hich 
is with Godj is such as becomes the Majesty of hea- 
ven ; such as is suited to his infinite excellencies. 
When the Lord of the world pardons offenders, in 
so doing he demonstrates his Deitt ; or, that he is 
infinitely superior to all his creatures in acts of for** 
giveness, as well as in every perfection of his nature. 
For thus it is written: ./ will not execute the fierce-- 
ness of mine anger ; I will not return to destroy 
JEfihraim. What is the reason of this forbeardnce ? 
It follows* FOX I AM GOD^ and not man. In refer* 
ence to the^NU'doa of sin, Jehovah again declares— « 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts^ neither are 
your ways my waysy saith the Lord, For ms the 
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fieavdns arc higher than the earthy so are my way a 
MgHer than your ways^ and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. He freely forgives our ten thousand tal* 
ents ; whereas wc can scarcely forgive those who 
are indebted to us an hundred fience. Thus the 
Lord, in bestowing a full 'and free pardon on guilty, 
perishing creatures, exceeds — the utmost of human 
deserts \ the ^highest instances of human compas- 
sion ?•>— rather, all our expectations and all our 
thoughts. May a lively sense df this free forgive- 
ness rest on the mind, comfort the heart, and elevate 
the affections of my reader ! tlien shall his conduct 
declare, that as it is a blessing immensely great, and 
comes to sinners through atoning blood ; so it is con- 
nected with true holiness — that it is a strong incen- 
tive to fear the Lord ; to love, adore, and obey him. 
Then shall he be filled with the fruits qf righteous* 
nessy which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
firaise of God. 

This forgiveness is everlasting antl irreversible : 
'vHiich is the last and crowning requisite off complete 
pardon. Various passages in sacred writ evince this 
glorious truth. Among many others, that charming 
clause in the new covenant is not the least remark- 
able. / will be merciful to their righteousness, and 
their sins and their iniquities will I remember 
Ko MORE, This declaration, and the blessing sig- 
nified by it, enter into the very essence of the new, 
the better, the unchangeable covenant. If the Lord, 
whose royal prerogative it is to punish, or to {>ardoQ 
the criminal, declare that he will remember his ini' 
quities no more ; we may rest assured, that it is an 
everlasting pardon, a forgiveness never to be revers- 
ed. This declaration is not simply a promise ; 
though a mere promise, from the God of truth, is 
irreYoca)»le ^ but it is a promise in a federal forrn-^ 
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an absolute promise, which faithfulness itself Is en- 
gaged to fulfil. The continuance of a pardoned 
state)} not depending on conditions to be performed 
by the sinner ; but on the perpetual efficacy of our 
Lord*8 atonement, and on the inviolable faithfulneas 
of the eternal God ; there is all possible securitgr 
that a full and free pardon, once granted^ shall ever 
abide in its full force and in all its glory. 

The same comfortable truth is taught and confirm" 
ed by David. Azfar an the ctut Ufrom the west^ «o 
far hath he removed our tranagreaMna from «i«. 
Hence we infer, that the sins of those who are forgiv* 
en, shall never come ag^ainst them to their oondemna* 
tion : unless those two opposite points, the east and 
the west, should ever meet, and so cease to be what 
they are. Nor can that blessedness which the Psalm- 
ist, in another place, ascribes to the pardoned sinner, 
be accounted for on any other supposition. Bleaaed io 
he^ vfhoae tranaffveaaton ia forgiven. For if a// his of- 
fences were not forgiven, and that for ever i what 
peace for his conscience here, what hope of glory her^^ 
after, could he enjoy ? If the continuance of his par- 
doned state depended on his own obedience ; if, by a 
relapse into sin, he should again be liable to condem- 
nation and wrath ; all hi« present enjoyments, and fu- 
ture hopes would not deserve the name of dieaaedneaaj 
the tenure by which they are held being so precarious. 
Precarioua I I retract the expression. . There would 
be all the certainty on the opposite side that could be 
had ; not the least probability in his favour, or the 
least ground to suppose that he would^ver obtain eter* 
nal happiness. The conscience being awake, present ' 
peace will always keep pace with an hope of future 
felicity. 

Another inspired penman thus expresses the joy- 
fill truth. Thoumlt ^a9t all their aina into the depths 
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o/* the sea. The transgressions of the pardoned 
sinner are here compared to a stone, or to some other 
ponderous thing ; which, when cast into the fathom- 
less deep, is absolutely irrecoverable by all the art 
-^nd.power of man. The loftiest towers, the most 
enormous mountains, with all their cumbrous load 
of rocks and forests, if cast into the ocean, would 
all entirely disappear and be lost forever. By this 
expressive and striking image does the Holy Ghost 
represent the perpetuity o£ that forgiveness which is 
Mrith God, and is vouchsafed to the believer. Con« 
fbrmably to which, the Lord says ; The iniquity qf 
Israel shall be sought for^ and there shall be none f 
and the sins of Judahy and they shall not be found. 
The reason of this assertion is contained in the fol- 
lowing words : For 2 wtii fiardon them whom I re* 
9€rve* A convincing proof, that those, who are par- 
doned by the €»od o£ grace, have all theic sins for- 
given, and that for ever. Isaiah, the evangelist of 
the Jewish church, has a passage much to our pur- 
pose. He represents the Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel, addressing his people in the following 
manner, ^s I have sworn that the waters of Jioah 
should no more go over the earth i. so have I sworn 
that I would not be wroth with thee nor rebuke thee. 
For the mountains shall de/tartj and the hills be re- 
moved ; but my kindness shall not defittrt fro^n thecp 
neither shall the covenant of my fieace be removed^ 
saith the Lo^d that hath mercy on thee* Here wo 
havcj n^ only the word^ but the oath of Jehovah, 
in attestation to th6 glorious truth : and if these fiul, 

'^ The pillared firmament if rotteimefis,. 
'' And earth's foundatien itufoble.** 

The apostle of the Gentiles having^ this glorioirs 
truth full in bis view, is bold, to challenge every 
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eDemy, and lo defy every danger. What- leas can 
be the import of that heroic language ; JHio shall 
lay any thing to the charge of GocPa elect ? Wha 
shall condemn ? If the blessing of pardon were 
ever to be reversed ; if a sinner, having been once 
acquitted from condemnation, should again fall un-> 
Uer the curse and be liable to perish ; there would be 
no foundation foe tliese bold expressions. 

Such is the nature and such the properties of di* 
vine forgiveness ; even of that forgiveness, which is 
tlie purchase of Immanuel's pains, and the price of 
redeeming blood* The doctrine- of pardon is an 
essential branch and a capital article of that truth, which 
is by way of eminence called thb gosfix. For the 
cheering language of that heavenly message is ; Be it 
known unto you^ men and 5rethrenj that thraugh this 
illustrious Jesus is fireached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins. Such is the import of the evangelical testi- 
mony : and the glorious blessing is received by faith 
in the dying Redeemer. As it is written : To him 
js^ve all the prophets ivitnpssy thaty through his name^ 
vfhofioever believeth in him shall receive remission qf 
sins. Believing the infallible record which God has 
given of his &n, we receive the atonement. The 
propitiating blood of Christ is sprinkled on our hearts, 
pardon is applied to our consciences, aod. peace en- 
joyed in our souls. 

It is no real objection to the truth advanced^ That 
.the Lord lays his chastising hand on the objects of 
his forgiveness. For though he corrects them, and 
fiequently with some degree of severity, on accounjt 
of their backslidings ; yet those chastisements are in- 
stances and evidences of his paternal affection,, and oC 
his constant care over them. They have the strongest 
assurances, that h^ .'w;7( never take from them fus iov- 
ing kindncfs, nor suffer bis faithfulness to fail. 
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Nor is it any way inconsistent with the doctrine 
maintained ; That belieyers are expressly command- 
ed to pray for the pardon of sin^and that this command 
has been frequently acknowledged in the conduct of 
eminent saints, whose characters are recorded in the 
holy scriptures. For, to use the words of a learned 
author, . << Very frequently when the saints pray, either 
for the forgpiyeness of their own, or others* sins ; 
their meaning is, that God would, in.a proyidential 
way, deliver them out of present distress ; remove 
his afflicting hand, which Ues heavy upon them ; or 
avert sucb judgments^ which seem to hang over their 
heads, . and very, much threaten them ; which 
when he does, is-an indication of his having pardoned 
them. We are to understand many petitions of Mo- 
ses, Job, Solomon, and. others in this sense.*— Be- 
sides, when believers now pray for the pardon of sin^ 
their meaning is-«-that they might have the sense, the 
manifestation, and. application of pardoning grace, to 
their souls. . We are not to imagine, that as often as 
the saints sin, repent, confess their sins, and pray for* 
the forgiveness of them ; that God makes and passes 
new acts of. pardon-— But, whereas, they daily sin 
against God, grieve his spirit^ and wound their own 
consciences ; they have need of the fresh sprinklings 
of the blood of Jesus, and of renewed manifestations 
of pardon to their souls i and it is both their duty and 
their interest to attend th& throne -of grace on this 
account.** 

How glorious, then, is th2Lt /orghfeneaa which is 
with Gody that pardon I have been describing ! It 
has every requisite to nu^e it complete tn itself, and 
suitable to. the indigent^ miserable sinner. It has 

* Eked, xxxii. 32. Nmnb. xiv. 19^ 20. Job^ v)l. 21. 1 Kiao 
yiii.a0,34».30, 39,50. 
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not osxt discouraging circumstance to forbid the most 
guilty, or the most unworthy, applying to the ever- 
merciful Jehovah for it. It is full, free, and ever* 
lasting ; every way complete and worthy of God. It 
was absolutely necessary to the peace of our con- 
sciences, and to the salvation of our souls, that it 
should be of s\(ch unlimited extent, of such unmer- 
ited ireeness, and of $uch everlasting efficacy. liess 
than this would not have supplied our wants, or have 
served our purpose. If it had not heej^/uii^ taking 
in every kind and every degree of sin ; w.e must 
have suffered the punishment due to some part of it 
ourselves, and th^u we had been lost fpr ever. If it 
had not been entirely /r^e, we could never have en- 
joyed the inestimable blessing ; for we have nothings 
.nor can we do any thing to purchase it, or to cjualify 
for it. And if.it had not been everlastings never to bo 
reversed, we should have been under continual anxi-. 
ety and painful apprehensions,, lest Qod should, on 
account of our present unworthiness, or future fail- 
ings, rccaljl the'blessifig when once bstowed. But> 
being possessed of these properties, the vilest sinner^ 
has no rjcason despondingly to say ? *^ My sins, atas t 
are too many and great, for m^ to expect pardon.** 
None have any cause to complain ; ^' I long for th^ 
blessing) i(, is dearer to me than all worlds ; but my 
strong corruptions, and utter unworthiness, render 
me incapable of ever enxpying it." Nor have any 
occasion to fear lest, after the cfomfortable enjoyment 
of th^ superlative privilege, th^y should mrfeit it, 
and again come under cox^dejcnnation and wrath. 

iVAal ^hall we then, say to tf^eae things ? Shall w^ 
continue. in sin that grace may udound ii^ a perfect 
pardon ? God forbid ! So to act, would if possible, 
be worse than, devijisb, and* more than damnable. 
Rather let the pardoned criminal say ;. yes, he wiU 



say with the^ warmest gratitude ; Biet^ the Lardy 
my 90ui, ! and all that £9 within mcj biess his holy name. 
Who forgiveth all th^ne iniquities : who healeth aijt 
thy diseases ;^ who redeemeth thy life from destruc* 
tion i who crowndth thee with loving kindness and 
lender mercies. 

Before I conclude this momentous part of my 
subject, I. will transcribe a^few lines from a celebrat* 
ed. author in the last century; celebrated, not more 
fcr hii vtry 8upei:ior learning;,. than fpr his great pe- 
QetrjEttion ip spiritual things, and his experience ia 
the christian life. Treating of divine forgiveness* 
he says; " The forgiveness that is with God^ is such 
as beQpmes him, ST^ch as is suitable to bis greatness, 
goodness am) all other excelfcncies of his nature^ 
such as. that therein he will be known to be GOD; 
What he says concerning some of the vi^rksof his pro-, 
vidence, Be stilly and kfuk.^ that lam GOD ; may. 
be much more staid concerning this great effect ofhi^ 
gr^ce^ StiH yourselves^ and know that he is GOD., 
It is not like that narrow, difficult, halving, and man^Lr 
cled forgiveness,, that is found amongst men, when, 
any such thing i^ fpund amongst them ; but it is ^llf 
free, bottomless, boimdless, absolute-— such as be-- 
comes hia nature and excellencies. It is, in a wordf 
forgiveness that- is with GOD, and by the exercise of 
which he will be known so to be-^-If there be any. par- 
don with God» it is . such as becomes him to give. 
When he pardons, h« will abundantly pardon. Go, 
with your half forgiv^eness, conditional pardops;. 
with reserves and limitatieqa unto the sons qjf men. 
It may be, it may become them; i^ is like them- 
selves. That of God is absolute antd perfect; before 
xWh^ch our sins are as a cloud before the east win4 and 
l^e rising sun. Hence he is said to do this work. 
mfiih his whole heart and hi^ whole soul s freely^ bomv- . 
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tifally, largely to indulge and forgive unto us our sin^ 
and to cast them into the bottom of the sea* Remenh* 
ber this, ptoor souls, when you are to deal with God 
in this matter.— If we let go the free pardon of siui 
without respect unto any thing in those that receive 
it) we renounce the gospel. Pardon of sin is not 
merited by antecedent duties, but is the strongest ob- 
ligation unto future duties. He that will not recerrc 
pardon, unless he can one way or other deserve it^ or 
make himself meet for it ; or pretends to have re- 
ceived it, and finds not himself obliged to univeriid 
obedience by it, neither is nor shall be partaker of: 
it."* 

Now, reader, what think you of this glorious par* 
don ? Is it suitable to your wants ? ts it worthy of. 
your acceptance ? Yt)u are, perhaps, <me of those 
careless mortals that are at ease in their sins, and ea- 
gerly pursuing the tantalizing pleasures of: this un- 
certain life. But can you he contented to live and. 
die in utter ignorance of this forgiveness ? Is par- 
don a blessing of small importance, or have yovtnsk 

* Dr*-Owen, On tk& Hundred und Tkirtieih PialmY p^ 202, 

227, aad on £M. tHi. 12. This eminent writer. loiMHy pnt 

oJabBs tb« chariBing tnitb. He no more feared tblt deotirioe 

lading ta licentiousneis, than be Tallied the applause of the. 

self-sufficient Pharisee, or the self-rigbteous moralist- Se. 

treats ofa full, free, and final forgireneK, like one. wbo knows- 

its real yalne, experlenises its onutterable sweetness, and gkn 

lies in it as bis own pririlege. He labonrs bis neble subjeet, 

and repeats the joyfal^ tratb.— Whereas, many of oor medera 

.pseMti^n^ who pretend te rererence the Iloctor'fl memeryv 

.adi^m bis pfefottndU«aniiRg,. aad^ in a^eneral way, applavi^ 

bifijncknieot; when handling the saraesubject^ either directly 

contradict him, or whisper the grand truth in faint aiqcente, af 

iCtbey questioned the certainty of what they would seem to i^ 

-firm, or were apprehensire ef some pemlcieiis cooseqa^iieip 
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occasion for it ? Sinned you have, condenined jrou 
are, and, without forgiveness, you die to eternity. 
Start, O start from your stupor! Your state is 
dreadful, though not desperate. Your sins are upon 
}K>u, the law of God c^irscs you, and you are in ex- 
treme danger of eternal damnatioi^ You are totter- 
ing, as it were, on the brink of a dreadful precipice, 
and nodding^ on the verge of. the burning Isike. Can 
you sleep in your sins, can you rest in an unpardoned 
state, when it is all uncertainty whether, the next 
.hour may not transmit you into an eternal world ; 
.place you at the bar of Goid ; and put you beyond ^he 
possibility of reliefi May divine grace forbid your con« 
'tibuing another moment in such an awful situation! 
'For<| another moment, and your, life may be gone ; . uif 
other moment, and your soul may be lost; aad then 
^our loss will be irreparable, inconceivable, and etemaL 

1$ my reader sensible of his want, and longing for 
the matchless blessing ? Then look to the dying Je- 
su8« Your iniquities) it is true, abound ; but pardon- 
ing mercy, through his atoaiement, superabounds. 
Be of good cheer : take encouragement: for the fa- 
vour you sa. earnestly desire is a. free gift. Blessed 
be God for the amazing mercy ! Such are the me- 
thods of grace, and sueh is the nature of this for- 
giveness, that as your eternal salvation is bound up 
in the enjoyment of ijE» $o tlte everlasting honour of 
Jehovah is unspeakably advanced by freely bestow- 
ing it. There is no peaaon, therefore, that you should 
stand at a trembling distance, as if there were no 
.such favour for yqu ; but with boldnesd you may look 
for it, in a way- of gracef throy gh the blood of Christ, 
and truth itse)f has most, solemnly declared that you 
fthall not be disappointed. 

Ar-e you aomfiortably. acquainted with the pardon- 
. >-^S goodness of God ? having, much forgiven^ yo!i 
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should love much. The remembrance of a blc3singy 
90 immensely rich, the sense of a favour so extreme- 
ly high, should enlarge ynur heart with.all holy aflTec- 
tions toward the Lord Redeemer ; should animate 
fdlyour devotional services ; should cause you to com*- 
passionate your offending brother, in forgiving him 
his hundred fience considering that God has forgiven 
you ten thousand talents^ and make you zealous of ev^ 
ery good- work. This fbrgiveness, far from being ttqi 
incentive to vice, will bias your affsctionson the tidtL 
of virtue ; will cause you to love God as infinite holyt^ 
ani to abhor siii, as a direct opposition to his iamiflk 
culate purity and revealed will* Yes, a sense ofpsr^ 
don, when wann on your mind, will work in you' godly 
6orrow for all sin ; for the latent corruptionB of your 
heart, .no Jess than the open transgressions of y«ur 
life; and iwilieaoseyoU' to confess. thenu before: CM 
with shame and grief.— Such are the genuine effeota 
of divine forgiveness. These fruits wiR necessarfi)^ 
appear, in some degree : and he who professes to 
knoW'the pardon of his transgressions, but does not 
forgive his Dflffending brother, and lives under the d<K 
minion -of sin^tt a.itary.and the truth U not in him: 
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CHAP. VI. 

0/ Orate n^H reig^rifi eurJusttj/lcation, 



H£i d^trine of jusliioation' mokes a very dis- 
tinguished figure in that celig^on which is from 
above^ -and is a capital article of that ^VA which vtn 
once delivered to the taint; Far from being a mere- 
ly speculative pointy it spreads its influence through 
the wholfxbody of divinity^ runs through all christian 
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experience, and operates in every .part -c^ practical 
f^odiiness. Such is its grand importance, that a mis- 
take about it has a malignant efficacy, and is attended 
with a long train of dangerous consequences.— Nor 
can this appear stange, when it is 'Considered, that the 
4ioctrine of justification is no other than the way of a 
9inncr*9 accefiiance vdth God. Being of such peculiar 
moment, it is inseparably connected with many other 
evangeUcal truths; the harmony and -beauty of which 
we cannot behold, while this is misunderstood. Till 
this appears in its glory, they will be involved in dark* 
ness. It is, if any thing may be so called, a funda- 
mental article ; and certainly requires our most seri* 
qua consideraUon.* 

* Let it be carefolly obsenred by the readar,. that tboagb I 
here treat upon justification as distinct from^jMirdon ; yet I am 
IhRy persuaded that they are Uesgiiigs whieh oairnot be sepa- 
rated. For be who is pardoned is iustified, and he who is jus- 
tified is also pardoned.— It is readily allowed that there is, in 
various respects, a great resemblance between the two bless- 
ings. Tliey are both gifts of graee ; both vouchsafed to the 
sane person, at the same time ; and l>oth are cemmnnicated 
through the mediatioii of Christ. Notwithstanding whieii 
agreemeott ihefignyUation of the terms, and the nohcre of the 
blessings intended by them, are so far different as to lay a 
sufficient foundation for distinguishing between the one and the 
other. — I would just bint at a few things in confirmation of 
this. Wlieo a person is pardoned, he is considered as a fnmf- 
gressari imt when he is justified, he considered as tighteoui^ 
A crimiBal, wfaei^ pardoned, is freed from an obii^iatum to sujfkr 
death ibr his crimes ; but be that is justified is declared mortkg 
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'hri$t 
justified. (Matt. 
4.} But neither God, nor Christ, nor Wisdom, is ever said t# 
be pardoned ; nor indeed is it possible, in any sense, that they 
should be forgiven. Thon|^ we may tberetbre with the serip- 
tuie affirm that they aie futi/ied: wc cannot, wltbovt absvrd- 
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Hovhall sinful man be ju9t with God? is a ques- 
tion of the most interesting nature to every child of 
Adam. A question whicht notwithstanding its infi* 
nite importance) could never have been resolved by 
ull the reason of mcnt nor by all the penetration of 
angels, if the I«ord of heaven and earth had not ex« 
crcised and manifested reigning grace, towards his 
disobedient and rebellious creatures. -Buty with 
the bible in his hand, and the gospel in view, the 
more infant iu religious knowledge and in christian 
expeiience is at no loss for an answer : for the 
wayfaring many though a fool^ shall n9t err therein* 
Nay, such is the pleasure of God, that he fre- 
quently reveals this truth in its glory, to those who 
are esteemed fools by the haughty sons of science^ 
that no flesh might have the least ground of boast- 

Ju9t\fication is a forensic term, and -signifies the de*- 
claringy orthe fironouncirtg afieruon righteous accord', 
ing to law. Justification is iiiot the making a person 
righteous, by a real, inherent change fram sin to 
holiness, in which the nature of sanctification 
consists; but it is the act of a ynd^ey fironouncing 
the fiarty acquitted from all judicial chargea^^ThBt 
the blessing of which we speak does not consist in 
a real change from sin to holiness, will further ap« 
pear from considering, that juatijfication is diame- 
trically opposite to condemnation. Now the sen- 
tence of condemnation is never supposed to make 
the person criminal on whom it is pronounce<L 
There is no infusion of evil qualities into the cul- 

ity, or blasphemy, taLy tbey are pardoned. This one consider^ 
atioD, I humbly conceire, is an iitefragable proof, that there iff 
a real, ao important difference between Justification and pardon. 
To which I may add, Panl treats upon them as distinct bless>- 
ings, in Jets xiii. 38, 39. 
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"^cit*s miDcl ; nor is he made gutlty, either in the 
ieye of the public> or in his own estimation. But 
being arraigned as a criminal, and proved guilty of 
a capital offence, according to tlie tcnour of that law 
by which he is tried ; he is esteemed wortliy of 
death, and condemned accordingly.— -So, in Justi- 
fication. The subject of it is pronounced rig4iteous 
in the eye of the law ; is deemed worthy to live, 
and his right to life is declared. Hence that justi* 
^cation of which the scripture speaks, and is nowf 
the subject of our inquiry, is called the juetificatioft 
ijf iifi^* That the words justify^ juadfied^ and 
jiuHification ai^e used by the sacred writers in a fo- 
reasic 8«;nse ; and opposed to the words concUmtr^ 
cond€medf and condemna^onf is manifest to every at* 
tentive reader.f 

Justification, in a theological sense, is either legal 
nv cvangeHcaL If any person could be found that 
bas never, broken the divine law, he might i>e jttsts* 
fied by it^ in a manner strictly legal. But in this 
vay ncoie of the human race can be justified, -ot 
Btand acquitted before God. For all htive sinned i 
there is none rkghtcvus^ no^ ?io£ one* The wholU 
^o£ld, having transgressed, are guilty before the 
eternal Judge, and under the sentence of death by 
his righteous law. On 'this ground, every affehdep 
is excluded from all hope, ^uid abandoned to utter 
destruction. For as an obedience absolutely per- 
fect, is the only righteousness which the law can 
accept; so punishment inconceiveable, or dpath eter^ 
nal, is the least i>enalty it will infiict, on thoss that 

* Rom. V. 18. f To this purpose the followiag te^cti, iost«ad 
of many more* may be coasulted. Ezod. xxilL 7. Dcu| j^|^v* 
1. 1 Kinssvlii. 31, 32. Job. xiii. 18. add xx?ti. 5. Frov. 
xTil. 15. Matt. xi. 37. Luke vii. 29. Rom. ii. 13. and Hi. 4. 
and viil. 30^ 33, 34. 
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fall under its curse. — That justification, therefore, 
about which the scriptures principally treat and 
which reaches the case of a sinner, is not by a per- 
sonal, but an imputed righteousness ; a righteous- 
fie99 with9ut the laiv^* provided by grace and re- 
vealed in the gospel : for which reason, that obedi- 
ence by which a sinner is justified, and his justi- 
fication itself, are called evangelicaL In this afi'air 
there is. the roost wonderful display of divine jus- 
tice, and of boundless grace. Of divine justice ; 
if we regard the meritorious cause and ground on 
which the justifier proceeds, in absolving the con-r 
demned sinner, and in pronouncing him righteous. 
Of boundless grace ; if we consider the state and 
character of those persons to whom the blessing is 
granted. 

Justification may be further distinguished, as b«- 
ing either at the bar of God, and in the court of 
conscience ; or in the sight of the world, and befbro 
our fellow creatures. The former is by mere grace, 
through faith ; and the latter is by works. It 
is the former of these I shall now consider, which 
may be thus defined : Justification is a judicialj but 
gracipus act of God ; by which a sinner is absolved 
from the ^uilt of Hny is freed from condemnation^ 
and has a right to eternal life adjudged^ merely for 
the sake qf our Lord*s obedience which is im fluted to 
himy and received by faith. 

To justify, is evidently a divine prerogative.^ // is 
God that justifieth. That sovereign Being, against 
whom we have so greatly offended, whose law we 
have broken by ten thousand acts of rebellion against 
him ; has, in the way of his own appointment, the 
80I9 right of acquitting the guilty, and of pronounc* 

* Bom. iu. 21. 
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ihg tliem' righteous. Jehovah, whose judgment is 
always according to truth, is the justifier of all that 
believe ill Jesii^. H?cre giace reii^ns. For the iii- 
&mtG\y wise God appoints the way : the righteous 
and merciful God provides th« means, and — let the 
sabred name be repeatedly mentioned with profound 
reyerence— *the Ood of aU grace imputes the righte- 
ousness and pronoun.^es the sinner acquitted, in per- 
feet agreement Witk the demands of his violated law^ 
and the rights of his offended justice. 

What is here, as well aA i^ several passages •£ 
ficripture, affirmed concerning God, considered es- 
lentikll)? ; k, iu some places of the in^Uible word, 
more partiealarly appropriated personally to the Fa- 
ther. It is>m€Lni£est, however, that aH the three di- 
vine Persons are concerned in this grand affair ; and 
eadi performed a distinct part in this paiticular, as al- 
so^ib' tlie whole economy of salvation. The eternal 
Father' is^ represented a9 appointing the way, and «a 
giving hi»oM(n Son to perform the conditions of our 
acceptance before him. The divine Son, as engag- 
ing to sustain the Gurse,^ and make the atonement ; 
to fulfil the terms, and provide the righteousness by 
which we are justified* And the Holy Spirit, as re- 
vealing to sinners the perfection, suitableness^ and 
freeness of the Saviour's work ; enabling them to re- 
ceive it, as exhibited in the gospel of sovereign 
grace ;- and testifying to their conscience complete 
justification by it in the court of heaven. — Thus tHe 
triune God justifies. And may we not ask, in the 
triumphant language of Paul, IVho ahall condemn ? 
If Jehovah pronounce the sinner acquitted, who, iix 
earth or hell, shall reverse the sentence ? If the Most 
High entirely justify, who shall bring in a second 
charge t There is no higher court to which any. appeal 
can be made. There is no superior tribunal at whicl^ 
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a complaint c. n be lodged, af^^nst aDjT o£ those hapt^ 
py souls whoise invaluabie privilege it is to be justl'K 
fied by the eitniui Ctod. When -lie acquits in judg- 
Uient, he absolves fjiom all guiit^ he accepts as coii^< 
pletcly righteous ; otherwise, a person immediately 
after ht: is justified must be supposed to stand in neecl 
gf £L further justification, which is highly absurd. 
This divine sentence shall never be. made void^ bf 
%ny uBworthiness of him on whom it is passed^ nor 
by the accusations of Satan : but shall stand, firmer 
timxi the everiastii\g ^lls; unshaken as the throne o£ 
God. This sentence— -let my reader dwell on tho 
ravishing truth, let his very soul feast on the precietit 
doctrine— this sentenee, being the juttificaiion (^flffcp 
ie pregnant) with all the bleasings of the ererlastdnl; 
.^oveQant> with all the felicity of the world ot glocy^ 
. Sitperil^tiyely great, glorious^ and' divihjey ts the 
/ Vkssings of juatificaUOD. Most ardemly tobesougii^p 
/ most thi^nkfuUy to be enjoyed. . Ca» aay .one« ceh^i 
scious of possessiiTjg^ it, cease to exult in God hiajusv 
I i tifier ; who, by being so^ ia also ^tbe God oC' b^ 
praise ? Or, who that is convinced of his guihy^ 
condemned concliuon, can cease, la pray and. move 
earnestly to long'for, it ?^-Of simner;! ase:. yoa/ in« 
sensible to the worth. x>f this blcsssa^ aadt s^^ptitei^f 
negligent about it I be assurre'd,. tiiea, thait you axe« nt 
your sins, and. under condemnatidn* . Tlie jcVsttfica* 
Uon of which we treat is i^ fnom ycMx ' And. what,iC 
yoti slM)tird never be ' justified \ What* if your affhoat^ 
ed. Sovereign should swear in iiia wrath, tka4i l)e;wlt 
never forgive, ncYer. accept J^^f b^ tliat yoi:| ahaU 
di^ under the curse> already |nssed upo&.youf.Iti 
such a case, thougth a%vfttl beyond GO!»ception>} i^vba^ 
could you hare: toi ohjeet I You:bare trarpfpiedl hbii 
authority undeor yotu: feet, and cbembed a squri^ 
of the m«»t rnaJign'ant enmity a^w^ti^t him» -Yeui? 
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tonscience testifies, that you have neither obeyed '' 
his law, nor \ored his gospel ; that you have had 
little concern whether He was pleased or offended, 
SO- that you could but gratify your impetuous lusts, 
and obtain your sordid purposes. You have, it may 
be, never considered the death of the Son of God 
as worthy of your serious notice ; though it is the 
greatest and most wonderful event that evei took 
place in the universe, and the only thing that cai\ 
save you from final condemnation.— -Remember, 
thoughtless reader ! that you have a cause to be tried 
at the bar of God, and before Jehovah your Judge, 
whicli involves your all. An eternal hell to be suf • 
fercd, or an eternal heaven to be enjoyed, will be the 
awful or the glorious- consequence of being cast or 
acquitted in judgment. Can you rest, then, can you 
take any comfort, while entii^ly ignorant whether the 
Judge immortal will absolve or condemn you ? Con- 
sider the ground onwluch you< standi and the reason 
of that hope which is in you; A mistake about the 
way of acceptance with God will> be attended with 
the utmost danger ;. such danger that^- where it is 
final, inevitable and eternal ruin must be the conse- 
quence;. Mtiy the GckI: of: grace and the Father of 
lights awaken^ the sleepy consciences ofthe inconsid- 
erate^. into -aniearnest^ solicitude abotttit ! and may he 
direct tlie steps of ^ such as ai^e anxiously inquiring, 
IlofOf shail men dejusi wit A. God? 

The persons to whom- the wonderful favour is 
granted, are tinners and ungodly. For thus runs the 
divine declaration ;: To him that worketh ft the re- 
KDard of justification, and of eternal life as connected 
with it; ngt reckoned of grace ^ but qf debt. But to 
him that vforketh nor, but believeth on him that jum- 
^(/?^A^#-wh6m ^ the righteous ? the holy? the emi- 
Tiefntly piptw ^ Nay^ verily, but the vnoonhJi /Ua 
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faithy or tbat in which he belieyesy U. cmmMt um$o 

' him for righteouanea^. J^votsi thi» tfemarkablk text 
vre learn^ that the sijibjects of ju»iifi(;»lioa^cQi9Ub9Tod 
in themseivest are not onlf destitute ; (A a rperfieet 
righteousness, but have perlbnnedJiogood woiidH at 
alL Nor are they only described askavkig perform-^ 
ed no good works, but also as- being: entirely. desti- 

.tute of every heavenly quality and righteous disposi* 
tion* They are denominated and .«oDsidered as ua* 
godiyy when the blessing is. bestowed itpon them. 
The mere sinner, the ungodly perabn^ he tint viork^ 
eCAnoij is the subject on whom gisice is magnified; 
toward whom grace reigns in justificatioiK ^ Thus it 
is written in those sacred canons o£ our laUh mnl 
practice which are UQaHerable. 

Bei^re I dismiss this impoi^nt passe^i^f. I will 
preseiot ipy reader with the thoughts! of Dr. Ow^X: 
upon iiU /^ To say, be. who woadto^Mt not^ . is justified 
through believihgy is to say^, that hia woika^ what- 
ever they bey^have no influence into htsj^stificatioik ; 
nor liath God in justifying him any respeot unto theivk 
Wherefore he alone who worketh note- is the subject 
of justification ; the person to be justified. That isy 
God considereth no man^s workei noi man's duties of 
obedieuce^in bis justification ;. seeing we.4re justified 
.freely, dy A/« grace, .And when God- a^rmeth exprea»» 
Ijj th^^ejui^fieth him wbo nffotkeih notv and thai 

freely y by his grace j I cannot undei^tand wiiat -place 
OUT works^ or dudes of obedience, can have in : ou» 
justification. For why. should we trouble ourselres 
to indent of what consideration they may be, in our 
jUstificatioti belbre Ot^df. when he himsell iffiirsttS; 

^ that they are of none at ail ? Neither are tbe worda 
ea|>able of any> Evading interpred^to. Ife ijiat 
w<e«keth hot^ is. be that worketh not, let i»en.^9iqr 
wMt Uiejt -pieasb and distinguish^ askmg'fny dic^ 
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wiH. And it id alxiMness not to be justified, for ats3r 
to rise up'ia opposition to such expressed divine teB- 
tsmooies ; fadwever they may be harnessed with phi- 
Ipsopbical notions and arguings^ which are bat as 
thonis and briars which the word of Gt>d will. dasK 
through and consume. But the apostle further adds>^ 
m the description of the subject of justification, that 
Qod fu8ti/fctA the ungodly. This is that expression 
which hath stirred up so- much -v^rath among- many,, 
and on the account whereoC some seem to be much 
displeased wiil\ the apostle himself.. If any other 
jierson dare bul^ say, that God juatifietk the upgodlyy. 
he is presently rejected on as one that, by his doc- 
V^ine, would overthrow the necessity of godliness, 
holiness, obedience, or eood works. For what need 
can there be of any of them, if God justified the uH^ 
g^dty P Howbcit this is a periphrasis of God, that be 
is he, who juatifirththe ungodly:. This is his prero-. 
gatire and pi*operty : as such he will be believed' sml 
w.orshipped, which adds weight and emphasis un- 
to the expresMon. And we must not forego this tea* 
timony of the Holy Ghost, let men be as angry as 
tliey please. 

^But the diffbi'ence is about the meaning of the; 
words. If so, it may be sillowed without mutual, 
offence, though wc should mistake their proper 
sense. Only it must be granted, that^ God ju^HjUth 
theungodty» That is say some, those who j^r»*^f^ 
iy nvere ungodly; not such who continue ungodfjr 
when t^y are jtisdfi^di A;nd this ia most true. An; 
that are justifbd^ were before ungodly ; and all that 
are justified are ^ the same instant made godly. 
But the question is, Whether they are godly or unf- 
godly^ Kitteerdaaiyj in anyt .moment of time, uiito^ 
&eir justification ? If they are considered as godly 
and are *o.iadeed> then Aie itpontle*^ i7oM»- arc noJt 
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true, tK&t God justifieth the ungodly; for tlie cov- 
tradictory proposition is true, God justifieth none but 
the godly. Wherefore, although in and with the jus- 
tification of a sinner, he is made- goodly ; for he is 
endowed with that £aith which purifiieth the heart, 
and. is. a vital princi|>le of all obedience, and the con- 
science is purged ft'om the dead works by the blood 
of Christ : yet, antecedeDtl; unto his justification, 
he is ungodly and con^dered as ungodly ; as one that 
worketh: not ; as one whose duties and obedience 
contribute nothing to his justification. Ai% he workctii 
not, all works are excluded from being the cause ; 
and as he is ungodly, from being the condition of his 
justification."* 

That tlie mere sinner is the subject of justifica- 
tibnt appears from hence. The Spiiit of God 
speaking in the scripture repeatedly declares, that 
we are justified by grace. But grace, as already 
observed, stands in direct opposition^ to works; all 
works and worthiness of every kind and of every 
jiegree; Whoever therefbi-e is justified by grace, 
if considered as absolutely unwortliy, in that very 
instant when the glorious blessing is vouchsafed to 
him. This momentous truth is yet more strongly 
expressed in the following emphaiicaL words : Being 
fVLMtified freely by hU grace.i Freely by grace. If 
these words do not prove that justification is entirely 
free,, without the least regard to any supposed ho- 
ly qualities in the sinnei^. or anv good works per- 
formed by lum, antecedent to his being possessed 
of the unspeakable favoitr; I think.it is impossible 
.to express any such thing. The most fruitful in- 
Tention would be at a loss to contrive a form of 
words better adapted to express the communication 

* OviJtf^et/lcirtwft, chap; ??vMi. fRom. iu.'2'4.. 
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9i an^ benefit in a way c^mere favour. This text 
b^toms u« that, in re^rd to Clod, justifi cation i& 
inn act o£ pure, unmixed gtace; exdasive. of all 
good works,, aod absolmely indopendcnt on anygoch 
thin^ as human vrorthmess: smd^ in respect <of us^ 
Hnnitis enwely vnthcut catue ; forao the ailverb> 
in the origioAl signifies,* The wordyre^/^ does not 
so'inmiediatel^ tet|>cct, either the bleaslcig itseli^ oi? 
the. Giver ; as it does the sUile .and charactjer o£ th« 
persona to whom tlieinestinMbble Uceamg is. glinted;. 
It denotes that there is no csfuae hi- tiienir '^J tkty 
shoukt he thus treated bjc' a rigbtttOQ^'Ged. la this 
icuvse tbe original word is used and translated i& the 
fc>llDWing |)(as6nge x Tkey- hated mc vntAout c tmuae>\ 
Wail the -holy Jesus hatedy bjr t)^ malevolent Jewt^ 
witlioutth^ teast cans^ in. honself 2 Certialiily : to 
assert Ihe €i»^ra;cy would: hei a contradiction'^S the 
sacred .tekt^ and- hlaspheaay^ against the Son of 
G^od. The peuMBr tberseforet that is justified free* 
Lvt 1)7 grac«r^ acoe]^ed without any €auae in hiSK 
sc^ Nothitig^ in hnitj or about him, ia coasidered 
by the' sovereign JDts|iettser of every fatour, when 
he bestows the bleasiagvas^ preparing or qualifying 

forit. - • . - -, -'- -•- -- ; : -\ . ' 

Hence it appears, that if we regard the perabnt 
who aro -jiisittifi^ad^' a^'iiieir istate, ptwr ta &e ia^ 
jbymeut of; the. immeiisely glorious piivilege-^ ikit 
vine graee>aiipe«ts aAdTeigas ia aU ies -glai-y. l^henr 
being tio conditioiis^ '<ft.' prerequisites; tlO ttrms' id 
be falfillt4» ^ gobd^ c|«alttiesto be obtadncfd^ eiiker 
with or without tihe'-dmaeaBsiataiiceiyift order to'ft 
^U discharge before tliketernail^ Judg^< Justiftca^ 
Mod is s bliising .Q& parei grace>;as <weilastr^ina^ 
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cendently excellent. So the true believer ^tsteenis^ 
k, and as such rejoices in it. In this, as in eyikr^r 
other part of his salvationv he is willing to be no*- 
thingy less than nothing ; that grace may reign, that 
grace may be all iaall. 

The various facts and> testimonies produced froia^ 
sacred writ, when treating about the frteness of par*- 
don, equally prove the point nnder ccmsideration :• 
and might, with ipany others, be adduced and plead-- 
ed OR this occasion* For he that is pardoned, is jus<-^ 
tified; and he that i^justified, is pardoned, as before 
observed. Consequently, if our pardon be free, our 
justification cannot be conditionals- But, to avoid) 
prolixity, I shall net further enlarge in proof of the 
glorious truth ; only would just observe— -That so* 
great a^ blessings yet absolutely free ; so divine a h,^ 
vour,.yet not suspended* on any condition to be peyw- 
formed by the sinner^v discovers astonishing, grace. 
This must silence the fbar»> and niee ihe hopes of 
the guiltyi the accursed, the self-condemned. And 
may their hopes be raised by such a consideration r 
add also by beholding the gloiy of that infinite Be- 
ing, whose honour nnd sovereign prerogative it is^ 
to be inviolably just, yet the Justt/ier f^ the. i^n- 

i^ing considered the antecedent statie of ther 
person, whom. God justifies,. tmd the freeness with 
which' the important blessing is bestewed upon him ; 
the way appointed in the eternal counsels- and re- 
vealed in the everlasting gospel, in which the con- 
demned criminal may be honourably acquitted be- 
fore the divine tribunal, andv accepted as righteoUSf 
now demands our attentive regard. Here we be- 
hold immaculate holiness and strict justice, har- 
monizing with tenderest mercy and freest &voar. 
Nor can it be otherwise. The Judge of all tlie. 
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earth must do right. He can acquit none without 
a complete righteousness. I^r to justify a person> 
and judicially to pronounce him righteous, are the 
i»anie thing. Justificatimi is evidently a forensic 
terni) and the thing intended by it a judicial act. 
So that, w^re a person to be justified without a 
righteousness, the judgment %vould not be accord- 
ing to truths it would he a false and unrighteous 
sentence. 

That righteousness by which we are justified 
must be perfect; must be equal t^ the demands of 
that law, according to which the sovereign Judge 
proceeds in our justification. Every ju^ge, it is 
evident, m.ust have some rule by which to proceed 
in hit judicial capacity. This rule is the law. To 
talk of passing judgment, without having any re- 
gard to a law, is absurd, and involves a contradic- 
tion. For, to judge, is nothing else but to deter- 
mine whether the object of judgment be according 
to rule. A judge first considers what is fact, and 
then, comparing the fiu:t with the rule of action, he 
pronounces it right or wrongs and approves or con- 
demns the performer of it. An imperfect obedi- 
ence, therefore, before a judge, is not rigcteous- 
ness : For, in thifi case, righteousness is no other 
than a complete conformity to that law which is the 
rule of our conduct. To accept of any obedience 
short of the rule> instead of that which perfectly 
answers it, is to act, not in the capacity of a right- 
eous judge, but under the character of an absolute 
sovereign. So Jehovah himself declares, that he 
rjill by n9 meana clear the guiity m judgment ; that 
he will not at all acquit the vncked / and, conse- 
quently, that he will justify none without a perfect 
righteousness* That obedience, therefore, which 
is available for this grandest of all purposes, must 
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uiswer th^ i}ctxiands of liivitte law. It tamst be sixch 
us ivill viB^kaie the lH>nour of «teitnt) jii»t&eei'CUi4 
of inYlolable truth} in -deckirift^ tlie . subject t^f 
justiftcation coropleteiy rigbteoths. Yes, i^adcr^at 
must be such as you may venture to piead>iivubout 
the least imputation of arrog^ance} at tb^ throne of 
grace and the bar of judgment; such to which, you 
may warrantabiy ascribe your happiness in the itea^ 
veiily world, and in which you may glory to: all 
eternity. ''.:,'•. 

Manv persons talk of, I know not what, corndsUan* 
of justification t some supposing one thing, and.s^nie 
another, to be the condition of it. But hence itapf 
peais, that the only conditFon of out' acceptanee whk 
God, is a fier/ec^ rigktcouane^B. This thfclaV- :re* 
quires; nor doeB ih«. gospel substitute anoiher>*fH> 
For as the divine law can have Ho inore> 3q it :^viii 
•admit of no less. Those persons, thertfbre, wifao 
think of any thing short of complete obedience Imt^ 
ing sufficient ; let them call the supposed conditi«n 
by what name they please ; may do w^ll to coa^Mfiti 
how they can &ee themselves from the charge of 
Antinomianism. For the gospel does not, in any 
degree, make void the law. Bo far from it, tliat 
tine voice of the gospel and the death of CUriat,^de^ 
xnonstraie Jehoyah to be absedlitely inflexible, aa.to 
all that his -holy law requires or forbids. Tiie mvf 
in wluch sinners are justified, does not in the leaitt 
infringe on its rights. For, considered as moral» it 
i$ imaiteiable and eternal. Perfect obedtence .traa 
demanded.by it of man, while in u state ^f innocence^ 
as tlie ' conditipn of life. Perfect obedience it ^ttU 
requires uf map,, though, in a state of apostasy. And 
pciiectQbedien<:e it fuust have, either at ouif ?own> 
or afturcty*jp Jijind, or we n^ust faU rjtcmallywaitlQi! 
its curse, . ,. '. .' ■ • 
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"Wiiere lh«ii shall we find, or how sliall we obtain 
ajustifyii^p righteousness ? Shall we flee tb the law 
'for reliei ? *ShaU we Ap^ljy with diligciice aAd zeal, 
to the performancie of duty, in 6rder to attain the 
desired end? Such a prebediire, though it might 
flatter our pride, Would betray bur ignorance, dis- 
appoint our hopes, and issue 'in eternal ruin. The 
iipostle of the Gentiles, when professedfy handling 
'the doctrine of justification, positively affirms and 
strongly proves^ that there is no Acceptance with 
^odoy the vxfrki 0/ the tUw. Now the Works of 
^he law, are those duties of piety and of humanity 
which the law requires. Nor can atiy acceptable 
obedience be performed, which is not re^hii'ed by 
that law which demands perfect love to God, and 
"^efect love to man. So that When "the itifallible 
'teacher excludes the works of the Isiw, ffoih having 
any concern in dur justification, hb entirely rejects 
all oar works, all our duties of ever^ kind. But let 
us hear his words and consider (heir 'import. 

By the deidt of the latPy by bur Own obedience "to 
it, however sincere, sfia/l no Jte^h he justtfied^ ac- 
cepted of 'God, and pronounced rtghtebtisin hU nght. 
The reason is evident ; for by the law is the knot^' 
'ledge ofsin^ as an oppesifion to the divine revealed 
will, and as deserving an evet^last^ng curse.* But 
if so^ it is absolutely impossible that We should bo 
justified by it; for a lafw which, proves ^s gXiilty, 
is far from pronouncing us righteous in the eye of 
the lawgiver. The taw entered^ was promulgated 
at Sinai, that the offente might abbund ; that the 
abundance of otir iniqtiities might "be manifested^ 
and their exceeding sinfulness ajipear.f — The iatf 
vjorketh wrath. It reVeals the wrath of' God against 
all ungodliness and tmrighteousness of men. ft 

*Rom. ui. 20. €a1. ii. 16. f Bom. v. 20. 
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fastens a charge of guilt on the criminal) arid wbilcfj 
a sense of deserved Avruth in his eonscience. Far 
from 'justifying any offender, it denounces utter de- 
struction against hini, and unsheaths the PAvord of 
vengeance.*— .'^s ir.any aa arc of the 'work's of the 
law ; who do their best endeavours to keep it, ahid 
arc looking for justification by It ; aro— -what ? In^ 
promising way to obtain acceptance with «God, aiid 
tfilje rewarded with life eternal ? quite the reverse. 
They are under a dreadful curae. For it is witten 
by tne pen of infallibility, and is awTuUy expressiVe 
of Jehovah's unchangeable purpose : C.u'ns£j> • z.s 
EVERT ONE, wlthout any respect of persons, without 
fuiy regard to pleas, THAT coNTixuisiTH not ik Aki. 
THINGS mhich arc written in the 7>66k qf the Tdvf 
to do thcmii From this alanning text we 2earii 
that {here hevcr was, nor can be any acceptance 
with txod, without a perfect obediehcc-»An obiedi- 
ence, perfect in its principle, coniplete in alt it's 
partS} and without the least interruption ln'thbu|;ht, 
word, and deed.. For he who faila in one points 
breaks the law, is guilty before God, and exposed to 
ruin-t 

, Tlic apoatle argues in proof of his point, from the 
o^bsition there isi)etween living by faith, and liy- 
ijpg by the works of the law. These are his words ; 
That no many however excellent his moral character, 
however righteous in his own eateein, is juaiijied by 
his own obedience to the law in the sight of Godyit 
is eindcnt ; For the just j the truly righteous and jus- 
tified person, «^a// /^v^ *y/«£/A. And, that he doe's 
^not obtain the character, or enjoy the blessedness 
connected with It, in virtue of liis own ohedicricc, 
appears from hence ; the law is not rf faith : it 
makes ho mention of a Redeemer, or of bclievihsj bi 

• T&m. iy. lS. f Gal. ill. 10. t .Tames ii. 10. 
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hu4i* Bill its uniform language is, tlie man thai do* 
cth them i that punctu^kUy pei'forms the duties en- 
joined} and entirely avgiiU the things: ppoliibitfeld i 
he, and he only, «Aff2( live in tHem p shall find accept- 
ance and enjoy peace.* 

The i]p9{^u*iB.d penman, ever jealous of his Mastier's 
l||onour| ever concerned for the glory of divine grac^ 
argues * from ai^ absurdity i an absurdityi obyioaat* 
tne'pi,eaneAt c^pacity^ and shQc^ing tp every xnipd 
ifjiat (ia9 ^e least esteem for the Lord Redeemer. ^ 
riipU'tj^}^f^C99 come by the law j if m^n either were or' 
qottid he justi^ed hy their own duties and endea-' 
vdurs,^ thJBii it 'would inevitably, follow xh^i C&riat ja 
ti^ji^ tn vain I all his ob^di^npe and all his cufiTerxng:^ 
yt^^p useless things ; there was no bccsisiqn £L)r tnem.'fi 
■4?VP ' i^ '^^^ w^'cA are of the lav) he Ifieiri ; if they: 
-wKorely on their* own legal performances,' he "ap* 
cepted .(^ Qod and entitled to the heavehty lAheV- 
iience ; finth in a dying Ilede,en>er i& ma^f .enlirclj^ 
vQi4x ^^^ ^^^ tirqmUe of life by bii^ is made tf, none,' 

effeft.^ ■ 

Nor are the worlds of the law, which Paul so ea^- 
jl^ressly and repeated .exclude $ from having any con-, 
qern in* our justificjjiiiioh, to be under$top4 pnly otaii 
Qbedience to ihosp 'positive institutions o£ Jchovahi 
which, bping of a ten^orary k ind, were abrugatc.d bv 
the death of Chriat. ' His design w^ to set aside alj 
<>ur obedience to ev^ry. l?kw ; all our works aiid d^-; 
lie3 of every fcinjl. That this was &is intentions, ap- 
pears from the fbilo^yipig; con'sid.eraUons.-T-The apos- 
tle exclu<le3 a// workt in^^^eaeiial. * Qod inifiuteU 
rig'hfedmnefi^ m^t^Qtit' wor^«-^y S^ace ye are *avci 
^•^ot of ip^rk^rr^lf Ify £rrac^> ^hen it ii'n9 more of 
wrk^r^not by Vf9rlc8,^ ri^'hteouane^jf which vfe Fitivc 
4onc''^jy'hc hath saved u^rr^not aceordihg" to oiiv 

* Gal. iU. 11. 12. t GaLii, 21.. J Rom. it. 14. 
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wrkg, ije does not only say, that we ari^ not jiastic:. 
lied by the works of the law ; bm also, that we are 
iiot justified by works^ t>erfQnnanceS) duties, obedi- 
ence, m general, what rule soeyer may be their ob- 
ject, or l^owever they may be denominated. He does 
not give the least hint, as if he meant only to exclude^ 
the works of some particular law, or duties of somb 
{Particular kind, in contradisiinction to. others. And;; 
when the Spirit of God declares, without limiting the . 
phnuie to vny. particular kiod . of duties, that we are 
not justified' by worJt* ; what authority hare we to 
restbiin the sense ta this or that sort of workt^ to the 
exclusion of othen I For as all duties perform- 
ed in obedience to a law are v>ork9% whether, the law 
be considered a^ moral or ceremonial, old. or new ; 
sbmll works, whajtcver they bie^ are here excluded 
without any exception.. 

That law which the apostle designs, stands itt di-' 
rect opposition to the grace of the gospel, and the 
promise of Hfief ; to faith in Chri&t, and the righteous- 
ness of faith. The promise thttt he should be the heir, 
iifthevforldj vfas not to Abraham^ or to hia seed through 
the laW| but through the righteousness of faith. For- 
if^they tohieh are of the Uw be heirsy iaitli »» tnade 
voidf and the promise nvide qf none effect. Because 
the law toorketh wrath; for where thfire is no law, 
ihere is no transgression. Thertfore it is of £aith| 
that it might be by grace^ that the pi^omide might be 
sure to all th^e seed,* Now it is the mortiU and not 
the ceremonial law, that stands opposed to grace, and- 
the promise ; to faith, aiid the righteousness of faitli. 
For the ceremonial law, exhibiting ki various ways 
the grace of God, the* promised Messiah, and life by 
him, as the great objects of £edth* and hope under 
the ancient Jewish economy; cannot be stated; 

Pom. It. 13, 14i 15, 16. 




ftti«l oohsidei*fid bi this contrasted ticwi: tvithoiita 
AianifeBt. imptoptrietf. Biut Use moral law is nai^qf 
fiUtks it coBtatiis no rer^lftuon o£ grace : itfvxiu* 
bita no fionndation of trvat) uo object o€ hope for ain^ 
nera : nor dioes it ouake tho leaat prokniae ta 
tl»iny but aU the rerorse. Boaidesi the law bono 
iikoadeck vjorkethi wraiJL • By a ti'aiMgreatnOtt of it| 
wrath ia incurred ; and by a<:onvktion of the evil 
of. such disobedieneey. a se^ae of deserted wrath 
possesses the consoience* Whith,' though pcrfl^ct!^ 
appitcabhs to the momMaw, iuid to iTiankiDri ingelltf' 
oral aB^breaKera of it ; yet cannot be affirmed of the 
ceremonial insiitutidsiS)' neither in regard to Jewsf. 
not Gomiies. : BecausOf as to th< former,. thoso right* 
were iodg- since obrogatod s and, ss to the iattcar;:tlMy 
AevlESr: werb undor .any obltgauon to obaenre t&cm. » 
Tha imipovtaat* reasons: aftsigi)ffd< bey the sacred 
disputant, why wc cannot be justified by the: workl' 
ef the lawvbui; i)y .&Ettii..in:ieau6< tagikfi it evidenty 
lli&t he iafl»mled>to:e3Ddttde, jobfcr.sitiy lill cerenMbmh 
perfemabiicn, bnt also ait o|ir moral obedknca^ 
Having uvdvttd^ tbattitUetv; is no justUsition l^ 
thr d^adsfoi the hc^ hm add§ i Jl^r ky-thr knsiitt the 
In9w6edge 4/r »k.** liwa -. tie- aipostte infbt ms vity 
fttam^ l»s> rown^ bx^ienenev, ^thatf thd knowied^ o€ 
siii ooiifeS' bythafe-laW' whiob fdrbids all' irre|^Iar 
dftslres, fln<l ev€!ry:mittenoiified affcicubH. I httdmit 

tX€^efa tk^^ts&^^aid^vTkbu: &imik nit tovlit,^ 'Hinci^ 
itiis plafaMil><l A i ft w oa tiSM;km^: that- tfH the^ difeieifo£ 
tlii«t>!aw^bywhkh3is A# tmowledgeTof: sifo, ikvdm» 
ffrei3^.ekdifd<M Mtn3alliiMlM«ffh ift-ouvij^t^utiofirt 
«M^ DMtt^Sthoi lffwriwfaialli:odlmnceip'^«i«^itsfadc>»- 
udt ;; V&ch«i»lteii|lMd|ht8i^tti4rsiiteiits a^^YlC^tmuB^i 
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aayAiig, nou •kali not tfrvet. Whether it be the 

BKMalf or the ceremonial law that i« here intended^ 

the iwder, I presttmoy will be«t no lota to detemi&e. 

Another reatoa aaaignod isy. JLft mny man ^kmUd 

,^oa9t. For thua it ia wrkten^ By grace ytL arc 9m* 

fd'mmnot qf W9rk9f le9t any man 9A91M b9a9i*^Ta de* 

ciare at ikU time Aul rijfAteou9ne99ii that lie might ba 

ju9t and the jueti/ier qf him that be&eveth in «/ettt#. 

Where m h9a9timg then ? it U excluded^ By luhat 

faimf qfw9rk9}. Mty : hut by tht lam qffaithk 

Whence the apoatle inicra the following conclmion t 

Ther^ort tpc coneludty that a man ie^uetijied hy/dtki- 

mithotit the deed* qfthe law^*- Now of what are mea 

readj to boaat* in reKgions viewt but of .their aupt 

Iteaed moral goodneas ? Of what except the integrity 

oftheir lwafta,and the regularity of their liyea; thein 

aSncere iate]itiona» and their pioua perfovmancea i 

These therefare we may juatly infer, are entireiy er». 

eluded. For if no worka.be excepted botthooe of 

a ceremoiiial kind, and if .our moral obedience be 9mP' 

way concerned in procuring acceptance with Ood^ . 

howia- boaating excluded f Doeo not^th».pfr(brm* 

aace of moral precepts afford aa fair a ground for liisaat*^ . 

'log, «a the aubmission to ceremcmlal dtaa ? atid weMt 

not the ancient Phartaeea guiltyi in both reapecta if 

: HoriMjaitA hself.ourr righteousaeas, or thait for 

t)ie mke of which we are justified* Fur tlioughi 

b^drers i^re said to be j,ttatifiad hy futhy yei not 

^/kr iaith. That laith ia. not our righteoisaness^'ia . 

evident from tiie following^ conaidemtipni* - Vhk 

msaV faith ia perfect ;.> and if k werei lt«rWOBlll, 

uotbe equal to the dcmandaof the divine law« it^ 

ooutf not, thereforei without an error in, judgm)^n(tf 

be accounted a comldete rifhNOttsaeio*H Bi|t tho 

*.Fph»ll.8,ft Bmf,mA2$f 2iii^ ,£ot?lRdwxviitfl. 
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jtid^ment of- God,' as before proved^ is. according 
to trutht and accordinp^ to. the rights of his law. 
That obedience by which a sinner it jastifiedy is 
called the ri^hteom^ne^ oi^Jintk i rigki€0U9ne99 mt 
faith ; and is represented as reveaM ro faith ;* 
consequently, it cannot be lidth itseif. Faith, in 
the business of • justification, stands • opposed to all. 
works. To. him thai worketh «tr^ MUTbtUrveth. 
Now, if it were our justif]^ing nghteovanesst to con* 
aider it in such a light would be highly, improper^ 
For, in such a connectioa^ itfidls under >tho considin^^ 
ation o£a worky^i condition^ on the performance of 
which our acceptance with God is manmstljr suspend- 
ed. If faith itself be that on account of <whioh we are 
accepted, thea.soine belie vera jire jostified by asiore» . 
and some bg^ a les^ perfect r^hteousness, &i exact 
proportion to the strength or weakness of- their, iutik 
He vme strong in^fnih^^O ye 1/ liStle faiih. Coui»*- 
gently, either mote -of instice and^est of ^graco mast 
appear in the. justificattoo of somet than in that of.' 
others; or else it-muat be condudody that some nns 
xiiore Mly justified -than others ; eack of'which is 
absurd. Tha% which is ihe^ end ' ^' the lew, is out;- 
righteousness' ; which certainly, is- not faithi but tho 
•becBence ofi our exalted Substiluie. Chrut U tha 
end qfthe iawf fom MJCMrgouMMrrsSjto.evefy mu thai 
dedeveth^ .That figktoousness by^ wkiclk- many are 
jusUfied, is the obedience of One. The belie¥ei^ 
thereforoyiinDtjiMtified for the sake of his own fidth ; 
for theathoie must be- as many distinct righteooa*- 
neaaes, .aB.tkeee are justified poraons* Were foitk 
itselfiour justifying rigbtoeuenessy wo might»with*- 
out either pnde. or fally, depend upon itf plwl it 
before ^od^ jBid > rojoico iaiu- For whateiv«r dw 

■ : :i ■ . ..■...': 

•maLmjiSL rki4p.iu..9.. BMn«ti7..i^.- 
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Most High is pleased u> accept M otr jnstifySag; 
nj^teouancss, majr be pleadedi.b^fioire hinif atrtudb 
Wbafefer may be ao pleiMted^ vinaibe^eateenie4 ja 
proper t^rouDdof our confideiioe---oiaf be ukedas 
an argnment io prayer at the tbrocifaef ^race^ aiAdaa 
the foundation, of our espeetuig) final happihieaa t 
and. whaUTer is- the: ground of ouv: c^onfidei^ei^Tnnat 
be the aeurco of our apir liual jof. So that, accK)fd«- 
ingio thia hypethesiai not Chnaty but iukli« wthe 
capital thhi|;' I the 'objtoot to w'hiah we must look; 
Tlie glot'MHVi Hedeemi^r affd hie undertaking, are 
only considered a« ajiixi^ariea in the affair of ja{rt&- 
flc^ioa; whife .fiiith- ii the^ grand roqmsitei aa it 
oeodcarar lamft^Niel-a^iwrk'eiflaotuali and crdwhi the 
ivhole*:: TfO underatand titeafe worda» i^tb'AI' laaa- 
imt$ute^.uhhn for rigthte9U9ne9^ in the Anniniaii. 
atautf. irto: contradicV the ^vholescidpe and deaiM 
oCniid^poatie'b argamentathmywhen treating^ about 
ttecjaatHicatioii of , sinners. For faia msn \devigii 
ie to prove, that tho eternai Sovereign jvM&ts Jrefm^ 
t^.i vUkouf amif tauvtr in the creature^ . fiaiQ: ais^ 
cording t^ tkia hypothesis^ yisVAis/ the cositiiduitt ; 
hL-thscouae; is that on' accbunt^ of- which iM'a^e 
acceptedifia ligbteoua. For iv is ' oonsidured ■ im^er 
tl&e fctrinal dotioft of. rig^hteoilsness. Hence it a|i^ 
paarag.'tthat it- iasiot faith itarl^' but iu glonbai Q^/nn 
winch- Paul intended when hn '.ap^aka d£ foilh bids^ 
i^pmsBidforTlghteoasaesai . < , .; .; . 
, . Biit: ta.QQt'that law wiiicil.tnaEh/wmt^ortgisiBnjriida 
dcwsrhich requiras oft ahsoiutolf perfsctabediianao'; 
MuFideiioctfcest rcuraeon. the least oiSindary abro» 
gited ]b|t^the aMsdtttion of .Jeans <)hmt ?. ancbfsiiiot 
AtnhJii»jpiaiediaiy. miMte rkwr iAth>daced;iii[ xtsiphiao*} 
ode ttebia-. «ionifliap||ii|( adaptedr to.ith^Lihfirfflifiiea 
of a fallen creature, requiring only a «fnc<?r^ obedi- 
once^aa thcGgonflkicft ttf-t^lMputttttiMSre the so- 
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vcreign Judf*c 1- Np : For, not to take notice that 
snch a scheme represents the gospel' as making void 
the law ; not to mention many other things which 
snight be urged : the sentiment supposes, that the. 
old) the eternal law of God, was either too strict ia 
its preceptSf or too severe in its pinal sanction ; and 
tliat its re^uiaitioQs.ncver were, nor ever will be per- 
formedi either by ourselves 'Or by our Surety. An 
imagination tlus, which deserve* the utmost abhor« 
reiice ; as^ in one view, it denies perfection to that 
law which is koly^. and just ^ and g.ood i _ 9Jid as, ih 
iliother, it liighly reflects on the wisdom». or equity^ 
91* goodness. o£ the supreme Legislator- for enacting 
a, laW) the repeal of wluch was so necessary in. order 
to accompUeh the designs of his grace^— -Besides, 
the scheme i» absurd. For it supposes thM the law 
which man is now trnder, requires- only an imperfect 
obedience. But an impeifcct righteousness cannot 
answer, its demands, whether it be denominated old! 
or ne.w.. For every law requires perfect obedience 
to its own precepts and prohibitions^ Under what- 
ever law we are^it must be the standard el' duty and 
the rule of our obedience ; and every rule requires, 
and cannot but requirei a complete conformity to 
itself. That Lur- wliidi forbids every irregularity 
iti our tempers .and conducts whatever name it may 
bear, is. the rule of our dutyi the law which is now 
in force; otherwise, such irreg«larity would not be 
«n; such a deviation from perfect rectitude would 
be no fault. That^ which is not prohibited, tha: 
tvhich 18 the breach . of no law, cannot be sin ; 
for tin i» a trattigresiion of the law, If.tlien wc 
are. forbidden to commit sin, it must be by.a law that 
is now in force ; and if .every sin he a breach of ityoo- 
tiling short of per&ctobedience can be required by it.. 
Consequently, nothing can be accepted as righteous- 
noss by our eternal Judge, . but an obedience in ait 



r 



ISQ or q^m:^,^it ^^9^^ 

res{^ct« complete; perfect obpdjkmcCf eithei- pc^*-, 
{brm(?d by: us> or imputed to us.** 

* To obviftte o^actiom, and Uenfixfe-.iiaiiai^gwmADt, I.irM 
introibic€ a p»n£^?tph or two fyam &. w^ fZiMUeatirfitari^ 
Fho, wlies toncbUig nj^n this tnjbject, fotj^jfA.: 'VTlfey/*]tfa|;^2 
ibiBiniayn, *' rtreiraoutly' nmlnUiD, that ft ifOnld.b« aiQuii la^ 
€iod» to reqaire any thfaig of ni beyond our )lre•ei^^l^^ ann^ 
abUity ^operfiNiD.; aod. also bold* thal-«^ aro Mhlr^ anaMe'Uh 
Pf i«nB pwCnct ol«dleim» aad that Chitot tflnd; t# dUisiyibic 
Ihiiokf^tp^^iiaa^ of our pti^fljepcci, anilb^ ms4ti iw t)iat «Kr 
|)Dfperieel obedience nUglit bo aocepjte^ iM^sftd of fif«fe4j! 
\« liiir^{n they seeip inseiiiibjy to rnir th(9pi|olm iDfo tfaja foafffy 
Mt iDconslstenee. For th^ hold, Tluu Gpt in mercvtq iimMk 
kind km aboUikid thai rigerow conOitittoni w^tamfdlua m^' 
irtre vrukr ^rigmalkf; midtimtHtdqfUkMt4niti»kM*arm^ 
vniid /umttiMkm, ondpitf vs vii^ar.a!ii«mlami' iMihr$f^i4rNf^ 
np. fiorft ihfM inifi^tk, ttncerf olfedUmt^ . it^mnmiim£§.fMki 
aur^oor, in/Erm, iowototf i:iiv^ii|«^acM fHvsf Mtf jW : ' / 

** Now, hpw cao tbote tWo^ Up mdo coi^ent 7 I imi9.9)!£ 
ask, W^^ ^ ^'^'^'^ imperfectious of puroM|ea^arfiii.brM 
off fr^oy are a breach oftio law that we wero ever uiideK 
then tbey are not mm. And if they be'iiot siiis, what nee& ift 
CMbVs dyiogio ntisfy for them ? But iftbey arp sint, andf tlie* 
biicacb of fiopse. lav« iwiiajt law 19 it ? Tbey caaoot be a^ broatA 
^ tbcipr »f m I^Wi ; (jar (^c^pfding ifi- th^ir priqi^b^) that ro-. 
^ire« op Qth^r 1^40 in^^fdejct obcdieaoe*, or. obedif^cA. v^^ 
|ip{>er%ctji6Q< : s(iid. th^re^rc^ to hate bbedvsnof attc|^v4«4c 
witfa Impeiirections it ub i>reach of it ; for It is as mqeh as It 
ivqniroR. And they catmot be abreaeb of their'oifdiaw'; Dmrf bat» 
they say, is 'entirely aboltsbc^, and we nover were under it.— 
They say, itvonld not li^jiKt in God to.reqaioe of os perfect^ 
fh^^lha^h bfm^ i^ mvtft (Hfti bAji^t to .i!^qmrojm9re.tbaa wm 
cap perform or t^ punish ps for i^;ng of it. And, ^h^rj^oiih 
b^ ueir 9w;i ii;b]^|^ toe Jnnp^rfeqtiQqk.Qf qiir obo^ieoce dp 
not deserve ^ be pvmsl^ What, need, the^fore/of (!J^m^ 
dyhigito f^iay. for tbein f What 'n.eed of bis'stifibcing, td sm'^^ 
ty -Mr (hat which is no&iilt,'aiid, in its own' nature, d^serreiiro 
flofierfng 9 What needi of: Cl«rist)s dyOog to .purchase -that bw 
Imp^fi^t-obedkiiAeAbauidAe. aM^^i.v^en^ aoeoEdffig.ta 
their liebeqi^,,!^ \fo^l^vWB^uiiLLis( in Ui>etf:U^| any .qth^^imit 
tiice tb^D iinjjtjftct fbouJfT bi^ required.? What hoed, of 
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Nortre iir^aiftirep^ea oi^ba on accdimicfany hpfi- 
Ties^ wrought in us by the Soly Spirit; wot kny 
feood -work* perfortficd fcy \is tHroirgiithiB ^i'sislancc 
of dlTinre gfatc '^ftCr V^^c^nct^libn. For hoWcyer at- 
-taincd w perfoi'med, if it%e ours by Way of ihTiVrc^ncy, 
it comies under the denomination 6f our oiu^ rij^/it' 
cxiu^ne^s. But all our own righteousrle^s is extreme- 

■Ohrlst'B^ying to ti»ke way forOod'iiaec^tjng rachr «i 6betfi- 
•<yic^, :at it woald be unjufa iii bim not to accept ? Is tktvrh 
any ly^ of Christ'sdyiafl^to prevail with Odd not to do.imri^t- 
•coosly ?^If it be said, Tkat Christ dUd to MU^fy rAcI M iOw 
for u^,ihdt so m migkt not bewiderit^lmt tkal'ther^ might bif 
' rbomfcfrOur being under a miUer lam : Still [ would inquire, 
^faat Qced'of ChriRt's dying tbat4Vfe itfj^ht notbe uodera htw, 
Whieii, by tikeir principles, it -woald bO'ln Itself'airitM: tb&t we 
-dioold be under, wlietKftr CUrUt had dkA ot so ; 'beeatasci, te 
4Hir present :state, wea^viotiirie'tD'Icecip it? 
. '* So theArnsiiajfumafe-iaeiiaill^ntwSti^flieflHi^esi noton* 
]y In what they saJE of tlie need of Chcist's satisfftoUn^ %^^toom 
for those iuiperfecUons which we oaonbt avoid ; but aluHn wlAt 
-.they Riy ^f th^ trace at Gbd,' grant'ed to j^'able mea to peffbnv 
tlie sih^ere bb'edhmce'of the rie w law. They gttnt fJtitf by tetf- 
son <f^oiigihH »Cyi, meare'iiit&rUf SisAbtedf^r the petfUrrmaneh 
of the cfnmUioni niihind newgrmxftwn God, BiiC they Affirm; 
ikfU he gives Such grace toaH^kp which .ihe:pei^rm(ttteeofth$ 
tandilion ii trfiljf^poaiUd ; iiiKf^Aal upon this ground ho ftloy 
ariddMh most justly reqyAre i£.-*lf they iut€»d to -speak pro* 
'p6riy, by '^r^i Vbtof iniist hiean that assistance which is ef 
graoe, or of free Bitraiir ^d fcindrttf!«<i. Biit 'yet' Khef speak of 
'it; afl tefy Mii'^Mrofietdlei w\fuff; ahd trftelifor G^d to require 
•e^, Bs the eoiiditfoii'or:|^Bfd»h,'UiU Is beodMe iiiiiMtfislblo by 
oristaai sbi. If it be so, isinX grace is there in givid^slsslst- 
ancc and ability to perfomi tiie oonditioii ot- pardon ? Ot why 
is that called by Ibe name of^ocfi, tliat is. an -absolute deht^ 
which God is bound to bestow, and which it would he unjust 
tindcmerih hlin to vHthtitfrd; ttetn^Tie i^equirei; tliat, as the 
eofaditimi'of parribn, vHiieli'We caiiiA>t p^Hbnn withont it?**— 
See that mtastetly work Onftitted, ^^'ctfy^/M Mdsiritt hi^mf 
into the modem prevailing Notions of that Freedom if fVilL 
fvhich is iupposed to bo -eistnHai tsf Moral Agency. Part III 
Sect, iih By Mr. Jonathau Edwards. 
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]y imperfect) and is therefore entirely excluded. — 
This appears from hence. All righteousness con- 
sists, cither in hablty or in act ; cither in principle, or 
in practice. Now if oUr esLtemai -obedience to the 
commands of God be not ourov/n righteousnessj 
there is no such thing ; and so 'the phrase, as used 
In the sacred writings, must be entirely destitute of 
•11 propriety. As to the principle of all obedience, 
what is it but the love of God^ This is purity, of 
heart; this is true holiness. And though this hea- 
Tenly affection be not natural to man, bvta'fniit df 
•the Spirit ; yet it is included under the general idea of 
our own rightcousuc^s. For there is no such thing as 
rlj^hteoudncss, 6r moral goodness, where God is not 
the object of supreme affection ;•— where our Maker 
is not sincer^jy loved. A rational creature who does 
not love the infinitely amiAble. Jehovah, -far ^rom baii^- 
Ing any thing that may be called rtghie0ie^neny is ac- 
tuated by the temper, and bears the very image ofSa*- 
tan : Fbr where divine love has no place in tj^e heart, 
the dispositions of {he mind are entirely sihfult and 
the whole condncta direct opposition to the revealed 
will of God. Consequently, if nothing be worthy the 
name of righteousness, where the 4ove of God has Ab 
inikfence ; and if all our own obedience be 'excluded, 
in the article of justification ; all tliat holiness, an4 all 
those duties which follow regeneration and are pisr- 
formedby the assistance of the Holy Spirit, must be 
totally set aside, as to that -important affair. Accordv 
ing to those words : Bt/ grace ye are Htved-^^not of 
works. What works ? those to which they were ere^ 
ated in Christ Jesuwj zoA in tfHich God ordained that 
they should wa/Xr.*— "Hefice the apostle very evidently 
distinguishes between that righteousness bv which 
he was justified, in which also he desired to be 

* Eph. if. 8, 9, 10. 
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/&uni^ msA dl hb own righteom dtfe^ *«#fii ^« 

found in Him not having niine own righttou*nes»% 

vfhkk h ^f the Ibw j hut that which i« through the 

foith qfChri9ti the righteounneoo. which cH ^ Ood hf 

Jaith.* N(^ Can any man, vAth the leant shudov afvetP' 

soDi suppose,^ that the apostle ever miagined himaeff 

to have attempted ^at holioesa, or to have peribrmed 

those good wox1ls» included under the ^^enerai phmM 

hU own right eouenee*: without the divine atdatance. 

To assert that our own ri^teouancee it the con* 
ditioQ of justificationi . is to "contqund the two opposite 
"Covenants of works and g;race. What was t&e -co- 
venant of works ? Was it not a con s ti mt iflo which 
i*equired personal obe^ence, ^as^ the eondttiiin of 
life, and promised acceptance with God on thO: npr- 
formance of that condStinn^ , ThU waa dbe teooiif 
of It, and in this its distinffttishing natm^ ^onsijayb 
Whiiitever covenant thiBrefm^ |>raceed8 (^ the iiu^ 
termsf whether expressed or impjiedi \^ teiwesw 
it may be varied in other respects^a coveaantof 
works. As in tlie. renewal of the-firat promise poft- 
ceming the Messiah, in which the-eiuence t^ KiHI 
covenant of grace was contained ; though the •#«#» 
reign Dispdn^er <ii all good was^^leased to var|f iiit 
langfuage, and to exhibit his mercy in different nfftw* 
under the Patriarchal^ Mosaics -and Christian 4^ 
liensation ; yet^in substance, xt was always 4he«nei 
soy whatever variationB we may suppose to iMurf te|g^ 
en place, respecdn|^ the covenant of works, wkil^ 
its grand charactenstJc, J^o txis Aim xi via, is re- 
tained, it is nevertheless the same covenant. 

To set the point in a clearer light, be it obsetw* 
ed ; That our first parehu before the faH were«iir 
dcr the covenant of woxfLS i . andy aviipesiQc thff 
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coQdition qf it had been perfurxne4» they FouitI 
haT€ had a right to life, and would have enjoyed 
the promised blessing. Now though the . enjoy- 
ment of life was suspended on the perform^lnce of 
perfect obedience, yet that was easier to them in their 
primitire state, that the least supposed condition 
would be to us in our fallen, corrupted state. Ar.^, 
how great soever the disparity was, between the obe- 
ffience prescribed and the i>]essing promised ; yet, had 
the condition been performed, and life enjoyed in con- 
sequence of it, tl^e iiappj state would "have been pos- 
sessed, not as a. gift of grace, but as a re.wardof^SiC^ 
tiotifH dtbtJ* Nor would it have been of gnice at all, 
in that ^ense in which the sacred writers use the term 
wlien treating aJ>out the justification of sinners. 
"' fiuHt supposing the condition of that covenant had 
teen pernirmed by o>xr first father, and that life had 
beM enjoyed by him as the reward of his own obe- 
tt^Ace ; how, or by what .means, could he have per- 
ftrined it ? By that power and j:eQtitude with which 
Ms- nature was endued^ But who gave him that power 
and rectitude ? Who endued him with holy qualtiies, 
ind fitted him for such obedience I Who maintained 
those moral abilities, and preserved him in existence 
itself ? The answer is obvious. It is plain, however, 
titot his being furnished with sufficient capacities, and 
hating ihem preserved by the Lord his Maker, would 
fiet have prevented the reward fron;i being by works. 
Ufe would s^ll have beeri by the legal covenant ; 
and entirely opposite, therefore, to that way of justifi- 
cation Whieh is revealed in the gospel. 

Yet further to evince the trut|i and confirm the ar^ 
gtimient, it may be observed ; That the covenant of 
Horks itself did not require, even from innocent Ad- 
MV the petfbrmance of its condition by a power inde- 

* Roiii. iv. -4.' 
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pendent on divine assistance. Nor could ity consistent 
with the nature of a dependent beings as man Ik his 
]best estate, and every mere creature, must aecessari« 
ly be. For conyersilon Is aS b.ucIi owing to a di- 
vine power, as creation itself. Those holy qualitiea^ 
tlierefore, with which man was at first endued, could 
no otherwise be maintained, than by a continual di- 
vine influence from his Creator and Preserver. For 
if divine agency be necessary to a continuance in mere 
existence, it mubt certainly be allowed nccessarjr to 
an holyi and happy existence ; ' such as our original 
parents would undoubtedly have enjoyed^ had the/ 
continued in a state of innocenci;.*-^!! then we t^lk of 
terms and conditions, respecting the covenant of 
grace ; the question is not, Whether they be great 
or small, h^rd oi* easy?'but> Whether properly speak^ 
ingi' there be any condition at all} to be performed by 
the sinner, in order to obtain acceptance with God 1 
Andy Whether a supposition of any such thing does 
not annihilate the radical difference between the cove*^ 
nont of works, and the covenant of grace I* 

* If the coveniiit of jgracebe duly considered, it will appear' 
tliat the execution of it,, and the nnal happiness of the cove- 
niintees, do not depend on the ' proper exercise of the bamaa 
frill, or on any coiMlition to be performed by man : that cove- 
nant, having all its virtoe and benign efficaey from the antboN 
ity, love, and iaithfuiDess of God himself.- This gloiioiis-coiiF' 
sUtution consists of a6ioJiils fromUti,' £pb. ii; 12. Jer. xxai« 
31—34. Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. Nor is biere any thins ^^^^ ^ 
condition, which is not contained io the promises tbemielves.. 
Those persons, tberefbre, must act a very injudicions part, who 
endeavour to explain the nature of tbis divine covenant,' by 
eonsidering the properties of those compacts which are eooftOMMi 
among men. For in so dohig they enth^ly obscure the ^kny of 
sovereign grace, and leave the awakened simier destitute of all 
hope. See Dr. Owkk's Tfuologoununaf L. iii* C. 1. Wixsa 
O Ecan. Fad. L. Ui. C. 1. { &^18. Acta S^fnoi. Utwdtich. 
Pars lii. p. 312. HooairftsBZLix Summa Cantrovin, L. z. p.€0&. 
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If then the subject of }ii3tification be» in bilsscl& 
imgodljr ;. i{ the supreme GoTernoar of the worla 
neither w»!l» nor can, justify any without a perfeoi 
righteousness ; and if such a righteousness cannot 

Ksaibly be found in our own performances, nor in 
th itsel!^ nor in any of the graces or fruits of the 
Hbly Spirit ; it is absolutely necessary that rigbt- 
j^ousness wrought out by a subatitute, should b^ 
Imputed to utf or nlaced to our account. Wheret 
then) where but la tk^ JinUhed work f\f Jjastri^ 
CiilstST shalt we find this vicarious righteousnea ? 
?rest| the spotless obed&encei the bitter sufferings^ 
-tii^rlhie accursed death of our heavenly Surety^ con***^ 
.ititiM the very righteousness by which sinhers ar^' 
|6stifled before God. Tliat amasing work which 
ibie tnearnate Son ccmpleted when he expired on a 
CtO M i U llie grand requisite for our justificaton 
bsfeee tiie heavenly tribunal. Tb this, and to this 
bnlyt the eternal Sovereign has respectt when he 
prenotinces the sinner joat, and acquiu him in judg^ 
ttifent. Hence we are said to be made rif^ieou9 bg^ 
ihe obedience of Christ, end te be justijied ty hU 
blood. This blood being shed, and that olbedieaee 
behig performed by our divine Substitute, ontte 
||lnner*8 behalf and in his nature ; are placed to fala, 
account as fully and as much to his advantage, aa 
if he hail in hu ewft peraeo underwent the suSsis 
iogs mad pvsvforraed the ehedieiice.«-The tufferinga. 
•f the holy JesuSf. theee dreadfol sufferings of the 
Sod of God' and Lord of Glory, considered in con- 
nection with his consiunmate i^dience to the pre- 
ceptive part of the law, which, for the superexcel- 
leiKy.olitt b oatted th». niekSTnovanmaa or GOI> 
M*.4hcse, inchiding alithat the righteous but broken 
law requires, behig accepted by the Judge and im- 
puted to sInnerS) .are the united cause and t^c only 
gret^d' or their ftll.. dischas^Q* This^^lct «ac in- 
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diilge the pleasing idea, and repeat the preeions 
truth— —this, without any addition of any sort what- 
ever, is that work 'for the sake of which the wretch- 
ed sinner is pronounced just and adjudged to life, 
by Him who is- qf* purer eyrs then to behold intqui' 
ty\ By this obedience the law is honoured, and 
eternal justice completely satisfied.* Jehovah de- 
clares himself ' well picirsed with it, and treats as 
his children ail those that are found in- it. 

That we are- not justified b>' a personal^ but by 
an imputed righteousness, appears- from the scrip- 
ture with superior evidence. There tlie doctrine 
is taught in the plainest terms : there the important 
truth is-sct'ia tlic strongest light. It' was -in this - 
way, that J6hovah justified the Father of the faith-, 
ful ; to the constderation'of^ which notable example 
of divine grace ar.d"free acceptance, Paul* referred 
his Jewish brethren for their convictions and for the^ 
instruction of'all" who should afany; time- ixquire 
after the methods of* grace.— > Abraham- was the re- 
nowned progenitor of the Israelitish nation : and he' 
was honoured with tliat ' exalted character, thk. 
FRiEKD oF^ God.'' His-resignatiofr and fiiithi his 
obedience and piety, stand on everlasting ' record.' 
Few, among all the saints, ever manifested so 'cheer- 
ful a submission to the divine -will, or so -unreserved 
a confidence in the divine promise. - No sooner did 
^e true God signify hi» will to Abraham, that he 
should 'leave> his native -country and "his father's- < 
house, than he obeyed i and went outj nvt knotcin^ 
whither he went.^ No sooner did the .Great Pos-- 
sessor of heaven and earth Ultimate his sovereign • 
pleasure, that he should saerifice his only son, his * 
IftSkac, whom he lored, than he readily submitted y 

. * G€n.zii. 1. HebtZi. 9. 
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tlMNigh tbe heaveiiljr mancbte was (juite unprecc-^ 
dentedt and the thought of performing it eno«gh» 
one would tUnkf to antoniih and confound him. 
Yet these acta of obedience, though highly. pleasiBg 
to God» and such as will be had ia everlasting re- 
membrance, were neither the causei nor the condi- 
tiotty of his justification. Thejr, indted, afforded 
the noblest tesdiiM>n]r that his faith was genuine, 
and his piety real ; and| in that sensey he was ju9' 
iifiedf OF declared righteous ^y bis works.* But 
they were for from beiag placed to his account ia 
the article of divine acceptance. I^or if Abraham 
vfere justified by hi» awn works^ though amazingly 
great, ai^d in one instance quite unparalleled ; he 
hath vihere^f to gioryy in compariaoo with others^ 
who come for short of tb^t elsTatisd pitch of obedi- 
ence to- which be arrived. But though be migbl».. 
on that, luppositimiy have gloried before bis follow 
ereatuf^es,^ yet not b^rc €Uui^. For^ what saith tkf 
Mcrifitur^ ^ Mraham beUavid the promise of Oodf, 
ooncemiug thi^ Messiah and the work to be accom-^ 
plished hf YaiaOf and it «mu counted unto him ybr 
righi^ougneos.. Nor was. the method of divine ]MroC 
eeeding, in the jmtifiration. of this illustrious pa^ 
triarcb* anj way siagular^ In this respect he had. 
no /^xclv^i^e privilege. For it ia added, Mm ii 
Atft not written^ in the ancient scriptures, for H% 
utke alone^ that it^ the work of a dying and rising 
Redeemer, was imputed to him t but for us ah9^ 
whether Jews or Genti!es, to whom it shall be iat^ 
Jtut^df if we beUeve on £Sm that raised ufi Jesus our 
Lord from the dead. For th^y which be tf faitb^ 
are blessed wUhfdithful Abraham.\^'^'^Qyt if a per- 
son of such vict9rious foith, exited piety, and 
amazing obedience as. he was, did dot obtain ac- 

* JameiiL21-2ff. t Bm.iv< 2^a» 22,23,24. QaL iii. 6» 7, 8, 9« 
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^cyUoice widi God on aceoiwt of. hti own duties, 
but by an ioipwted xlgliteoutDess ; who shall pre* 
tenc^ to an interest in tile heavenly blessing, in vir- 
tue o£ his own sincere endeavoursi or pious per* 
fbrmances ?— ^^-performances not fit to be named, in 
comparison with those that adorned the conduct 
and character of Jbhovajii's- vniBiin» 

The apostle having shown in what way. the Fa* 
ther of the chosen .tribes was justified before the 
%in^ immortal ; and baying ihtimatedi that tho 
patriarch was conside^d as an ungodly person^ as 
one who had no good work9% when the Lord impu*^ 
ted righteousness to him, in order to hb final ac- 
ceptance ; to ilhistmte and confirm the momentous 
truth) he presents his reader with a description that 
David gives of the truly blessed, man. And how 
does the royel F$almist describe him?' To what 
(loes he attribute hato acceptance with Ood? to an 
inherent} or te an fanpiMea. righteousness \. Doee 
he repsesent him as attaiun^ the liappy. state, and 
as enjoying the precious pnvilege in tonsequence 
ef periorromg sincere obedience, i^d of keeping 
the law to the best of his power?. No such thing. 
His words are, Bhooed art they whooe iniquitieo art 
jforgivem mnd.vfhooe mmo^mre covered.. Bleooed ia the 
man 4o, wAesi tht JLord wiii not imfiute Ha.-— —The - 
blessed map hens descdbed as one who is, in him- 
self^ a pcriluted creature, and a^guito criminal. Aai 
one who, before grace made the dilbrence, was oa, 
a level with the rest of manmnd;. equally unworthji 
and equally wretched t and the sacred penman in- 
forms us, that all hia Uisssedness arises from an 
imputed righteousness. For what else can be in- 
tended by thoae remarkable words, urith which he 
introduces the . evangelical dedaration ? Even, 00 ^ 
David deocfibtth tketleooedneso ^rAr sneir-^what man i 
'Why he fj9 wlbm 4iji0 L^rthitt^hmfMh rigkteoutneor 
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ntthout works,^ The rig^hcoosness here inteadeA- 
cannot be understood of a person's own obedience ; 
because it is expressly said to be vnthout worka. Hit-* 
own vinues and duties, howeverxxcellent, contributo 
nothing toward it. No ; it is perfect in itself^ and en-* - 
tirely detaclied from eyerirthiRg which 'her either has 
done, or can do.-— The phraseok)^^ of th^ inspired 
writer is very remarkable. He does not only speak 
of blessedness, as the result of an imputed Tighteous« - 
ness ; but be describes the obedience whioh. is thus 
applied to.the sinner, as4x:ing tvithoui werk^^ This* 
he does, more strongly to assert-the truth he defends, 
and mere eifectually to secure the honour of . grace.- 
Rigkteouaneaa imputed : ' rfffhftouwnraa' witAout th&" 
law : righteouaneaa vfifhoui work^. Such was the Ian- - 
guage of Paul ; such was the doctrine that he preach- 
ed ; and such was the faith ofthe primitive church.<»^ 
Now, alas, the phrases are cashiered* as obsolete, and^ 
are become offensive; so oflTensive, that their freqnetJt- 
use is considered) by the generality of those who call 
themselves christians, as a certain indication of an en- - 
thusiastic turn of mind. Arid, as the language is dis^' 
approved by multitudes in the pi'esent age ; so the sen- 
timent expressed by it is diseardeil with contempt, as 
ofTering-an ii>suit-to common sense. But, however . 
much the doctrine of imputed" righteonsness-may^b'o-. 
despised as absurd, or abhorred as licentious^ by -any cf^ 
our modem professors { it is evident that, the great 
apostle considered it as intimately connected with the^ 
happinessof mankind, and esteemed the blessing as the * 
only solid basis of all our hope,'and of all our comfort. 
Having seen what Paul says concerning the jus- 
tHication of Abrahaniy and 'the application he makes - 
of that description which David gives of the bless- 
ed' m^m j let us now consider, what was the fo'tts* > 

♦ Rmp. iv. 5, 6, 1^%. ._ . * . . . 
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djitiof of his OWD hope e& «terDal felicity, and oa^ 
vhat righteousnei^s he ^Ued. Of tliese particulars^ 
the in&liible teacher informs us in the following pasr- 
SSgc : Yea, dfiubtle9s^ and L count all thinga but lo^tt^ 
for the cxetiUncy ^ the Jtnovfledge qf Chrut Je^ua 
my Lord. J^or tfAom I Akvc suffered the /6m ^ aU 
$king9^ and do couni tkem but dung that J may win 
ClntXy and be found in Him : not having mine ovm 
rfghteouAneMSi Vfhich it if the lavfy but that which t> 
ikrougH tke fedth tf Christy the righteouanesa which 
U ff Ood by faith. In this context the aposile re- 
lates bis own Experience. In these words he de- 
clares what was the fjcsnae of his mind, and what 
were his views with regard ta- the docti-ine of justiB<*< 
cation. Here he presei^ himself as a guide and a 
patteni ta all that inquire the way to.happuiess. 

Let us attend to his words,, and a little more par« 
ticulariy censidet their import. Yea doubtleaa^i I 
afirmitwith the utmost confidence* and zm deter- 
mined So abide by it ; that J c^unf alt thinga ; my 
biith-privileges, and phaiisaical ^eeal*; my submisr 
sion to ceremonial rites, and perfiarmance of moral 
duties ; these, all these I esteem, but loaa. Nor da 
I only reject all my duties before- conversion ; bui 
also whaterec I now have, and ail that I now jpar« 
&rm,. I count as of wovth in the grand article of di;* 
vine acceptance.. These, though highly omamen.- 
talf ujbeful, and excellent, when atanduig iji their 
proper places and refemed to suitable eb<» ; are lit? 
tie, are nothing, are loaa itselj^ eooipared with the 
eaecellency (f the knowledge qf Christ Jeaua my Lord, 
Yea, such is the lave tbatr I. have for my Saviour, 
and such the. dependence I. place on his righteousr 
ness, that for his sake Ztov^ cheerfully utf{^<?r^ tha 
Uaa of all things which once I so highly valuei^ 
dnd \ do \rith the greatest ddiheration agya de,- 
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Clare, in the presence of Him who searches thefceattj* 
that I count them vile as the offals which are thrown 
to the dogs, and loathsome as cfufi^^which is cast 
out of sight: Such is the worth of wj own per- 
formances, and such laj estimate of them, if set 
in competition with the work of Jesus, or presum- 
ing to stand in the place of hb righteousness. No^" 
therefore it is my chief desire and supreme concern 
that I may mn Christy Who is* a61e tk> supptjf zrerf 
want, and to render me completelj happy. That* 
when the Judge ascends the throne, at the last tre- 
mendous audit ; when all nations shall appear be* 
fore Him^ and when none but the perfectly right- 
eous are able to stand, I may be found in Him the 
Beloved, as the Lord my righteousness. Thcfn im* 
partial justice must entirely aequit, and immaculate 
holiness completely approye. Would you know 
more particularly what 1 mean hjhtm^foundinHimf' 
It is, my not having'^ not depending upon, or so* 
much as once mentioning nrine own rig'hteoU»nd99 
which ia of the law ; the holy qualities I nowpos-' 
scss, and the righteous deeds I have performed in 
obedience- to the law, as the rule of conduct, and by- 
thc influence of grace, as the principle of spiritUcd 
life. But^ being adorned with and relying upon that 
righteousness wi^/rA is through the faith (f Chriat j^- 
which was finished by him, is revealed in the gospeli 
and received by faith — Even that obedience whieh« 
being performed by the incarnate Son, is' dignified' 
with every excellence, and bears that exalted cha- 
racter, The rig^teotuneaa of God by faith. 

On this'instructive and very important passage I 
would further^ observe, that the manifest desigtfoC 
the sacred penman is to show what that is in which 
m sinner majr safely confide, and what is a warrant- 
able -grwmd of' rejoicing. He intimates that there 




-f ^ be no -confidence toward God| no ffcceptance 
with him, and consequently no cause of spiritual 
Joy, without a righteousness : for condemnation and 
' wrath must be our portion, if we appear in our sins 
before the righteous Judge. He further suggests, 
that there is a two-fold righteousnecs. The one, he 
calls our own ; and informs us it t> o/* the law. The 
other, he describes as ihrough the faith of ChrUt ; 
and this he characterises, The rightcQusnesa of God. 
These, he signifies, are entirely distinct, and far 
from having a united influence in procuring our 
justification : oo iai^^^m if^ that they are opposite 
and absolutely inconsistent, a^ to any such purpose. 
Id reference therefore to acceptance with the Most 
High, he who embraces the one, must reject the 
ether i and on the one or the other ail mankind de- 
pend. He also informs us, with all the fervour of 
holy zeal, and in the most emphatical manner, which 
of tliesc obtained his regard Mid supported his hope ; 
was the ground of his confidence and the source of 
his joy. How much soever the judaising teachers, 
of whom he speaks in the beginiting oi the chapter, 
might confide in the fieaht or depend on their own 
duties; he. was determined to adopt a very uilTerent 
method, and to seek for acceptance in a contrary 
way. Having warned them of their danger and 
guarded .the Philippians against their destructive 
mistakes.; he declares that the righteousness which 
he esteemed suificiept was not hi9 own; was not of 
the JLav) } but a gift of grace, and through the faith 
of Ch:Ut, Eyem .that obedience which our Lord 
performed in the capacity of a surety ; which is 
without workft and without the law ; was the ob- 
ject of his dependence, and in that only he gloried. 
But to all that is included under the phrase, hiM 
own Hfihteousneifi when he considered the purity 
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^f ^Ine law, the maj^stjr of die etftnwl 3adg6» «C 
that he mast soon stand befcre fntOf he acconntietf h 
^ no arait. tJnder aueh a coniiderafioni he re- 
jected it with diedain, and poured the utmoit con- 
tempt upon it> caliing it Iomm and *dmg. Soch wai 
the experience, and such waa the hoipe of that woir- 
•deifii man, whose apettoUc gifta and ch'riitfaB 
^racei^, whose ministenal usefulnesa and'ezeinplarf 
€ondu::t, rendered him an eminent MettlMg to the 
woiid, and an honour to the .{[reat Redeemer'a 
t:ausc. . ■''* 



Many are the argnments'Wlnm an^hc be addilte4 
from the unerring^ -Mtriiy in Jmof iiffthfa ^uiidtal 
doctrine and comfortable tiwh ; but I shall XMilj pre* 
sent my reader with the few that fellow. It haa beea 
been before proved, that the subject of justlfit:athlli 
is an ung^dttf person. His pardon and acceptancei 
therefore, cannot be the rrnilt of his own o%emeiice : 
and it is efjually cleari that mm ungodly he cannot be 
justified. He must stand right ni the eye of the 
lawf and unreproreabie before his ludge, before be 
can be acquitted in judgment It muftt^ consequent- 
}y» be by the righteousness of anothee. 

But whati or whose, rij^hteousness can it be ? 
Not the obedience of our uilow mortals who are 
already justified; that wimild be to adopt the ex- 
pldded doctrine of aupererogation. Not the sane* 
tity of angels ; because they never beeame reaWB- 
sible for us. Not the essential rectnnde or thtf 
divine nature ; for that- is absolutely incommunlcft- 
ble-. It mustf >iherefbre, be the n^htedUsneaa of 
CAntr / or his complete conformity to the holy IaW| 
as a voluntary eubstitute for the ungod^. NoWf in 
what way taM his obedience be applied to us, ^ee|it 
by imfiutQ^on f This argument, % am persuad^> 
irill remain coacluaive till it be proved i either, tbat 



the siibject of justification is not in lii-mftBlf \ai^&^ 
Ay ; OF) that the Judge of ail the earth c^. justify 
without a righteousness. The formier is exprrfi8sl3r 
.contrary to the divine testirnony^ and the latl^r in* 
voives a palpable contradiction. 

Paul, when treating about our awful ruin by »in^ 
and our wonderful recovery by grace, and when 
professedly handling this capital doctrine ; informs 
us, That Adam was a tyfie q/* him that was to comc^ 
even of the Xiord Messiah. He forms a striking 
comparison between the first and the second Adam ; 
between the disobedience oi the one, and tiie obe* 
dience of the other, together with the elects of 
each. He represents Adam as a piriilic person, as 
constituted thie federal head>of all his posterity ; and 
Christ, as the representative of aU the chosen seedi 
The first offence of the former, he signifies, wa* 
imputed to all his natural ofi^ptdng ; the .complete 
obedience of t4ie lattei^ is tn^tedto all his sfnhinial 
seed. By th# ini|>«itBtioii of that offence^ all nraii* 
kind were mmde tinners ; came widep a charge of 
<guilt, and the arwful sentonce of condettmatioti t^ 
eternal death : by the imputation of this obedience^ 
ail that belie're aire made HgAt ecus / ai^ acquitted 
from eveiy- legal dtorge^ a»d adjudged to eternal 
life. And as it vmM^jone rffenct^ of Mzf man^^ that 
brought death and misery on mil the human race : so 
it is hy 9ne ii^teeumicBs^ of cmt man\ even of the 
Lord< from heaven and Jehovuh's Fellow, that spi^ 
ritual life Mid eternal happmess are introduced. 
Aocotdiag to that s^ing, M ty one offence^ i^^ 
mcnt tame ufion all men to c&ntb^matUm^ even aO| 
hy one rig^kteougneesy^ the firte gift corner ufion uH 
men to juetijfication ef life, ^or a9 6^ wie man^^s 

* IH tnot iicmUmMu, 
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disobedience mmny were made einners ; 90 by the 
obedience of one ohtUl many be made Hghteoue,*'^^ 
That the one offence^ and ihe disobedience of oncj are 
to be understood of Adam's actual transgression of 
the divine law, none 4:an dispute. By his iirst in- 
iquitous act and bold offence many were made sinners f 
before they were guilty of actual transgression ; so 
made sinners aa to be, on principles of justice, liable 
to condemnation and dea^^—Nor is it conceivable 
bow thb could be, except by imputation ; for which 
imputation, their natural relation to Adam, and his 
federal relation to them, were a sufficient foundation. 
•—It is equally evident, that the one righteoutnesa and 
the obedience ^f onewt the complete performance of 
divine precepts by our Lord Jesus Christ ; his actual 
conformity to the holy law. This the antithesis in the 
text requires ; this the scope of the apostle*s reason- 
ing demands. By this consummate obedience many are 
made rigbteoue. By this one most excellent ri^A/^^iM- 
ne99y all that believe are justified and entitled to 
immortal glory^ without any good works of their 
own, and before they have performed any acceptable 
duty. Now, in whatever way the first offence of our 
original parent was made ours to condemnation ; in 
the same way is the righteousness of his glorious 
Antitype msulc ours to justification. If that was by 
imputation, so is this. 

The momentous truth for which I am pleading, is 
emphaticaliy taught in the following nervous pas- 
sage. He hath made -Him to be sin for us^ vfho 
knevi no sin^ that vf% might be made the righteous* 
ness qf God tn IRm. Hence it is plain, that as 
Christ the stirety was made sin, so* are we made 
righteousness : in tlie veiy same way that our sins 
were made his, does his obedience become ours. 

* Bom. V. 18, 19. 
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How, then, and in what senM, was the Holy One 
of God made sin ? By being fiuni^hed for it \ 
No : for He was made that sin which he knt^o} not i 
but he knew by painful experience what it wa« 
to be punished. Besides, he could not have beeiv 
punished for sin, if he had not stood guilty in the 
eye of the law ; for punishment always supposes 
^jf//, either personal or imputed. A person may 
suffer, but he cannot be fiunithed without a previoue 
charge of guilt ; without bcmg considered as tho 
breaker of some law: £»r punishment is no other 
than the eyil of suffering, inflicted for the evil of 
sinning.— Was he made sin by becoming a 9acr\fiom 
for it ? That he was an expiatory: sacrifice^ 14 rca.; 
dily granted ; is the chnstiue's glory : but^hatthie 
is the sense of the phrase may be justly questioned* 
For, to omit other considerations, it is plain from) 
the text, that he was made that tin which stands 
opposed to righteou9nt%9 I which cannot'be affirmed 
of an expiatory sacrifice* Nor could he hare bees 
offered as an atoning rictim, without having sin 
transferred to him prior to his being' offered. So 
that He was in some way or other made sin before 
he shed his blood and made expiation. Was he 
then made sin by inhcMohy or by trantfunon f Was it 
communicated to him, so as to reside in him I The idea, 
is absurd, the fkct was impossible, and the very thought 
is blasphemy .-^It remains, therefore ^ that li he was 
made sin, that sin whichis opposed to righteousness;, 
it must be by imfiutation.* This was the way in which 
our adorable Sponsor came under a charge of guilt.. 
Hence it follows, by necessary consequence, according 
to the rule of opposition ; except we would entirely de* 

* Nob per tropmn est «mlicaiidasii4 sed retos siunendnm est, . 
lire ut oppo6itio monstrst. ivV'^LTa, Vide Csloyium m kc. 
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strojr th« tposUe's beaujtlful antithesis, and tlie whole 
lurce of hU argument; that tlioBc who are truly 
Kighteous, arc made so by itnfiutation^ und by impu^ 
tatien only. For us it is impossible tiiat any personf. 
perfectly innocent, should be made sin, but by having^ 
the sins of others placed to his account, or charged 
upon him m a judicial way ; so those that are i& 
themselves guilty, cannot be made righteous in ano» 
Ihep, itfid bf his obedience, without having it imputr- 
etlto tbexn^ As the blessed Jesus la said to b« 
made aia, so we are said to be made righteousneas* 
Stronfply implying^ that it was not by any criminal 
•ohdud of His that he became ain ; so it ia not by 
any pioiaa actiYity of ours that we become rights 
•oiUL As it was not ca account of any evil qua- 
Ijftiea iufiised, that He was treated by divine jus- 
tioe as an offender; so it is not in virtue of anfr 
holisuoss wrought in usi that we are accepted and 
tvealed aa righteoua. And a« that sin, for which 
the condescendiog Jesus was condemned and pii- 
Bished, waa not fo^nd ia him, but charged upon him ; 
ao that righteousoiess,. by which we are justified and 
entitled to happinesS} is not inherent in us, but im- 
puted to us. 

The objectioda also with ^hich the apostle meetSi 
and the way in which ho refutes them, when, hand* 
Ung the dcMDtnne of justification, strongly imply that 
his desigo was entirely to exclude all the works of 
every law, otid all duties of every kind : consequent- 
Ijr, that our acocptance with God is a blessing of 
pure gracoj aad only by an imputed nghteousnesa. 
•*-*The objectioas plainly suppose, that the method 
of justification, as clearly stated and fully explained 
by Paul, is not only injurious to the interests of holi- 
ness, but subveinive of jaill morality. Hb doctdne 
was charged with making void the divine cQJtnmandf 




15 OUA JUSTlFlCiiTIX>K« HSb 

*<— with encouraging those by whom itwasadopted^td 
continue in sin because they were not under thr lawy^ 
to multiply transg;ression8 that grace might abound''*^ 
and to do all manner of evil that good might come.*"^ 
Now if Paul had taught, or given the least intimation 
that righteous deeds, or holy . lispositionsy were any 
way necessary to a sinner's justi&cat-ion; if, in rcfel> 
ence to that affair, he had not in the fullest sense re- 
nounced all human obedience, and directed sinners to 
place their whole dependence oa the work and wor- 
thiness of Christ alone ; it is highly improbable. that 
the apostolic gospel would have been charged willl 
such horrid consequences. For, on that supposition, 
the enemies of sacred truth would no} have had the 
least plausible pretence lor traducing his doctrine as 
licentious. 

But supposing any, through stupid ignorance jor vior 
lent prejudice, to have so £u* mistaken his/neaning.as 
to imagine ; That he entirely rejected all holy desires 
and pious endeavours without exAaptioDy as constitute 
ing no part of that righteousness for the sake of which 
a sinner is justiiied ; when at the.sametime he only ex- 
cluded a sfiurious kind of holiness^ and works of a par- 
ticular sort^ we may reasonably conclude that, in his re- 
plies to those reproachful charges against his ministe- 
rial chaTacter,and against that gospel which was dear- 
er to him than his* v«ry life, he would not have failed to 
point' out the egregious mistake en which the objectot 
proceeded, by. disting«nshing the wovkshe did ad- 
mit, from those which* he renounoed.. Had he re- 
jected only the works of the ceremonial law, or 
such duties as. are perfermed prior toregeneratioOi 
and without the aids of grace, while he maintained 
the necessity of eyangelical obedience ; it would^ 
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hl^e been easy, naturaly and necessary ibv him^ 
when refuting^ the blasphemous accusations, to have 
4rawn the line of distinction, in order to prevent 
future mistakes. But not the least vestige wi any 
such distinction appears^ in his answers to the sere* 
ral hateful charges. He does not so much as hint 
that |he objector was under a mistake in supposinf^ 
that lie entirely excluded all the duties and works ^ 
men without any difference. 

When he puts the objection, What shall toe ea§- 
tht^n ? shall we continue in sin that grace may abound^ 
he answers by a strong negation^ ei^pressing the ut^ 
moat abhorrence of any £uch thought ; Ood forbid I 
Then he argups from an absurdity ; How shall w% 
that art dead to sin^ live any longer therein ? B)^ 
whiph he sigpii&cs, that those who are the subjects, 
of grace and believe in Jesufi Christ, being dead to 
sin, cannot walk in the ways of ungodliness. For^ 
so to do, would be absolutely inconsistent with theit 
new states and with that principle of spiritual lifil^ 
.which they have received. But he gives not t^e 
least intimation of the necessity of holiness, or of* 
obedience, in order to gain the favour of God, or to 
procure acceptance before him. If my reader should 
suppose, that his views of justification are the same- 
which Paul h»d, and yet is persuaded that some ho« 
liojesSf or morale goodness of his own, is necessary to. 
obtain pardon, or to procure acceptance ; I would 
advise hun to consider whether if his sentiments, 
were charged with being licentious, he would not 
immedialcly tiiink o£ a dkferent reply-^-one better 
adapted to answer his purpose, than any of those 
which the apostle made in a similar case. An<l^ 
whether he would not be ready to vindicate hii« 
creed by observing, That as hd had no expectatioa 
of being accepited befioare thct et^naft Sovereign, with-^ 
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out Kfiersontl nheditfiCtyto charge him iivith making 
-void the iawy or n^h saying iet us do evil thai g-ood 
may come / could proceed from nothing less than 
t^e most palpable mistake, or the greatest malevo* 
lence^— •Such persons^ however), as maintain the ne- 
cessity of good works, in order to justification before 
Oody are in little danger of being charged by igno« 
rant people with holding licentious principles ;. which 
IS. a strong presumptive argument, that the doctrines 
which thiey espouse are not the same that Paul 
preached, and which the primitive saints professed. 
For, that their character and sentiments were so as« 
persed, is clear beyond a doubt: nor does it appear 
that natural men are any more capable of discerning 
spiritual things or any move friendly towards the 
genuiniB gospel now^than they were in the apostolic 
times. 

That righteousness; by which we are justified is a* 
free gift^ as appears by the following words : The 
gift of righteouBtteea ; conformably to which, the 
apostle represents believets, not as performing, but 
as receiving it> The gospel of sovereign grace^ 
proclaiming the- sufficiency, suitableness, and free- 
ness of it, lb thence denominated the word f^ right*- 
eou€ne9a--^he nUniatration <{f right eouoneea:^- and one 
of the glorious characters which our divine Sponsof - 
bears, is Tub Lonni ouA riohtsovshsss. In per-- 
feet correspondence vrith which, He is said to be 
mttde unto us righteouwneao ; and it is affirmed of h^ 
lievers, that they ave made the righteouaneas ^ G^d 
in Him4 Hence it is that they are declared, bf 
the Spirit of infalibiiity, to be justified in /Ttm-— ur- 
oefitedin Him-^^omfilete in IBnw^ndsavedin lAm.^ 
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Such is the divinely appointed method of Justification; 
and such the provision which grace hi^ made, for the fi- 
nal acceptance of guiltyy ungodly^ and wretched crea* 
tures. 

. The grand design of the gospel is to reveal ihi* 
righteousness qf God^ and to display the ricl^es of that 
grace which provided and freely hestows the wonderful- 
gift. The go»pel informs us that, in regard to justifica- 
tion, what is required of the transgressor, both as to do* 
kig and suffering, was perfoi*mcd by our adorable Sub- 
stitute. This perfect obedience, therefore, being re- 
vealed in the word of truth for the justification of sin* 
nersy it is the business^ of true iaith-— not to come in as 
a condition ; not to- assert its own importance, and to 
share the glory with our Saviour's righteousness-r4>iit 
to receive it, as absolutely sufficient to justify the most 
ungodly sinner, and as entirely free for his use. Foff 
what is evangelical faith, but the receiving' of Christ 
and his righteousness P* Or, in other words, a de fiends 
cnce on Jesus only for eternal salvation ? A depend* 
ence upon Him, as all sufi&cient to save the most 
guilty ; as every w^y suitable to supply the wants 
of the most needy ; and as absolutely free for the 
vilest of sinners.. The divine Redeemer and his 
fiiiiiihed work being the object of faith,t and the re- 
port of the gospel its% warrant and ground ; tobeHeve 
IS to trust entirely and without reserye, on the faith- 
ful word which God. has spoken, and on the perfect 
work which Christ hatli vRi'4>ught. Such is the faith 
of God's elect: and the comfortable evidences of 
its truth and. reality are, the love of God and holy 

* Isa. ziv. 22. John i. 12. Col. ii. 16. Rom. i. 17. & v. 17. 

f Agreeable to those remarkable and iDstructive wordu, 2 

Pet. i. 1. To them thai have obtained 6y lot eqiuiUy precious 
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obedience ; peace of conitcienoe and hept of ^oiy . 
These, to a greater or less degree^ are its proper 
effects and genuine fruits. 

Happfy thrice happy they that are interested in 
this divine righteousness, and hmmc received the^ 
atooenieat 1 All such are proooiroccd righteous by; 
the eternal Judge. There is nothing f be iiiid t« 
their charge. They are acquitted with honoiU* X» 
all the perfections of Deity^ and everlasttngly fircc 
from condenuiation. Their sins though e^v so bb* 
xnerous or ever so liatefuJ, being purged awttf by 
atoning blood ; and their souh being vested wkb 
that most excellent robe, the Blsdeenier's righteotM- 
ness ; they are without sfiotj or vninkit^ -or any euch 
' thinsc- They are firesentedj by their great Repre* 
sentative,. in the body ^f hU Jittfh through death f 
hoij/f unbUmablcj and unrefirovaiHe in the sight of 
Omniscience. They are ^r as the purest w€6] ; 
>¥hiter than the virgin snow. Ye»-— let believers 
exult in the thought U— the work and worthiness ofi 
the Lord Redeemer, give them acceptance with in- 
finite Majesty, ami dignity before the angels of light*. 
These aflbrd consolation on eartb> and procure es« 
timation in heaven. Through thelse they shall stand 
with courage #t the bar of judgment, and make their 
appearance with honour among the inhabitants of 
glory. Let the legalist boaat of his good works, his 
devout services, and strict holiness ; the man that ia 
taught of God esteems them ailf if set in competi^ 
tion with Christ, or presuming to stand in the place 
of his righteousness, sordid as dross, and viie as the 
(lung, lighter than vanity, and worse than nothing.. 
Were he endued with all the shining virtues that 
ever adorned the lives and characters of the most 
excellent saints ; did he possess the exemplary ineek* 
ness of Mosesy and the anuunng patience of Job a 
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the ever^actiTe ical of Paul} and that, love whitrb' 
glowed m the bosom of John; he would net, he 
durst not advance the least elaim- to JHStification and* 
eternal life on that footing. No, blessed Jesus ! It 
is in thy righteousness onljh that he dares to confide ^^ 
h is only in thy obedience he presumes to glory. 
This obedience is an immovable basis for the anxious 
mind to rest ujMn by faith. This is a sure founda* 
tioQ to support the believer's hope of glory, even- 
when he views the righteous law in its full extent 
and unabated purity. This lioundation of c^fi- 
dence will support the sonl in the view of death, 
and when on the confines of an eternal world. Nor* 
will It fidl, such is its high perfection and sovereign 
efficacy, in the near prospect of the awful judgment. 
Here then grace reigns ; in freely bestowing this 
righteousness, and in our complete justification by it» 
As it IS the imputed righteousness of Christ, and 
that only, by which any of the children of men can 
be justified ; let us look to it, rely on it, and glory^ 
in It. For it is dignified with every honourable 
character, and free for our use. Cheering thought ! 
-**This way of justification is completely fitted to 
pull down the pride of the self-righteous profesaori 
who considers himself as standing on more respect- 
able terms with his Maker, than his ungodly neigh'- 
hour. Nor is it less happily adapted to raise the 
drooping spirits of the trembling sinner ; of him- 
who has nothing to plead why sentence of condem- 
nation, already pronounced upon him, should not 
be executed in all its rigour. If, indeed, we were 
not allowed to look to this unequalled obedience, 
till conscious of having some righteousness of our' 
own ; we might then be discouraged : despair would 
be rational, and damnation certain. But, thanks 
be ta God for the unparalleled favour I this right-^ . 
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eoutness, and justification hj it, are free, perfectly 
free for the worst of sinners. For the works of 
every lawt in every sense, as performed by many are 
entirely excliided from having any concern in our 
^bcceptance with God.* Since, therefore, it is in 
Christ only, as our head, representative, and surety^ 
that we are or can be jusufied ; He ailone should 
have the glory. He is infinitely worthy to have the 
unrivalled honour. Let the sinner, then, the un- 
godly wretch, trust in the obedience of the dying 
Jesus ; as being absolutely sufficient to justify him, 
without any good works or duties ; without any 
good habits -or q^ialities, however performed or ac- 
quired ; and eternal Truth has declared for his en- 
couragement, that he shall not be disappointed. 

Here, sinner, self-ruined and self-condemned ; 
even you that are tempted to execrate the day of 
your birth, on account of your multiplied provoca- 
tions and utter unworthiness ; here is a complete 
righteousness revealed for your full relief and im- 
mediate comfort. In this righteousness you may 
read the divine character; Just, tet the justi- 
FiER OF THd UNOODLT. True It is, if nothing, 
hut equity had appeared in Jehovah's name, nothing 

* Dr. OMren, haying quoted Rom. iii. 28. and iv. 5. and xi. 6* 
Oa). it. 16. Eph. il. 8, 9, and Tii, iii. 5. addit ; I am pmsna- 
ded " that no unprejudiced person, whose mind is not prepot^ 
sessed with notioos and distioctioDs, whereof not the least ti- 
tle is offered unto them from the texts mentioned, nor else- 
where; canhntjadge, that the faiw in every sense of it, and 
all sorts of works whatever, tlttt at any time, or by any means, 
fiimiere or believers, do or ean perform ; are, not in tbifl or that 
sense, bnt in every way and ail leoses excluded from our jusU* 
fication before God. iUid if It be so, it is the righteousness of 
Christ, alone, which we. most betake ourselves unto, or this 
matter must cease for ever.** JDod. of Juttijicat. Cliap. xlr. 
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but miseiy-cciUd'have been expected by the guiilf. 
But tfhen we behold the idea of a compassionate 
'Saviour^ connected with that of a ligbteous Judp^e { 
such a character, though supreme If venerable , is 
greatly inviting. For it speaks deliverance, and ad<- 
.ministers consolation. Yes, disconsolate soul, though 
you have no righteousness, nor any recommendation, 
yet the wisdom of God. has appointed a way, and the 
infinite riches of sovereign grace have provided eB* 
fectuai means for your full dischange before tb^great 
tribunal i and for attaining that honottr and joy, which 
are common sulfate to your utmost wishes, which< ex- 
ceed your highest conceptions, and shall render yon 
happy to all eternity. Is my reader oppressed with 
guilt, and harassed wqth tumultuous fears of -deserve 
ed ruin ? wearied w4th g'^iing' about, to ejafablinb hi9 
QVfn fighteouancM^ and sensible tha!t he is possessed 
of no worth, nor any thing that might be a probable 
mean of recommending hmi to the Redeemer ? R^ 
member, distressed feH6w«-mortal, tha;t no such re^- 
commendation is needful. Nothing is required at 
your hand for any such purpose. ^^ Come and take 
frtelyy* is the language of Jesus. He has all tiiat 
you want, however impoverished-; and He gives all 
with the most liberal hand. Grace retina ; and let 
that be your encouragement when thinking abo\]t ac- 
ceptance with Christ, and of your justification in him 
before the Almighty. 

If my reader, notwithstanding alt that has been 
said, should yet think it prudent »id safe to depend 
on his own obedience ; let me remind him, beforo 
I dismiss, the subject^ of the absolute purity and 
infinite holiness, the transcendant majesty and «w^ 
ful glories, of that GOD with whom he has to do, 
and before whom he miist soon appear. Consider^ 
in-esumpttiotts mortall that with your supreme 
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Judge iA terrible majesff . That Be it ^ fturet 
eye9 than to look upon evit^ and cannot bekUd im- 
^uity ; vnil by nm me€M9 cUar the gmiUy^ and U a 
conwutninff fire. His righteout judgment k, that 
tkooe who commit ein are worthy qf death; andy 
therefore, hit law denotmces an awful curse on 
every offenderwi-^Reniember that he^ whose divuie 
prerogative it is to justify^ b a jcaioua God; jealous 
of his honour, as a righteous govemour, and deter- 
mined to support the rights of his throne. So ter- 
rible his uidAgnatioo that, when once his wrath is 
kindled^ it will consume erer)" refuge of lies, and 
dum to the iowc9t hell. So awfully majestic is 
Jehovah, that before him the everlasting mountaina 
•qvalccj the fUUaro of heaven tremble^ and are aaton* 
iahed at fda reproi^^ As his eondesending smile 
irradiates the c6untenaaees of angels, and crswns 
them with unutterable bliss ; so his righteous frown 
is nothmg less than absolute destruction. So flam- 
ing his purity, and so daocling his glorv, that he 
4ooketh to the iMdOfi and it ohtneth not^ dnd the etara 
are not pure in hie Ught, In his presence the sera- 
phim, those most exalted of mere creatures, -veil 
thHrficee and cover their feet^ in t<^en of profound 
humiliation ; while they cry, in loud responsive 
Btrams, Holt ! ao&t ! tfoLt ! is thb LORD or 
HOSTS I How^ thenf to use the language of Bildad 
in Job ; how, then, can man be juatified with Ctod / 
Or how can he be eiean^ before his Maker, that ie 
horn of a woman / When he whose eyes are as a 
flame of fire. Whose peculiar province it b to search 
the human heart, and to explore its latent evils ; 
when He shall sift your conduct and mark your of- 
fences, laying judgment to the Une and right foue^ 
neaa to the ftlummet^ you will not be able to ttnawer 
him (me ^a thousand t and. to what refuge will you 

Q 
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ibcn flee ? Trusting in your own duUeS} you -slight 
the great atonement, you despise the revealed right- 
jeoQ^ness, and Christ shall profit you nothing. You 
may talk in lofty strains, about man's moral excel- 
lence^ and the di^ty oi human nature ; the worth 
of personal obedience, and the efficacy of peniten- 
tial tears : you may declaim upon the necessity of 
good works, and reject with disdain the doctrine of 
imputed righteousness, while your conscience is 
unimpressed with a sight of the diyine purity^ and 
with a sense of the divine prese^e. But when you 
come to consider yourself as before the M^st 
High, and that the important question is ; J^ow 
9haU I be ju9t brfore the Most Ho^r/^-— when you 
form your ideas of the God of Heaven, not from 
the character you have drawn of him in your own ^ 
imagination, but agreeably to that whi^ is given in 
the inspired volume ; then your pretensions to per« 
sonal worthiness must subsidCf and your mouth 
must be stopped* Or, if not entirely silent, yo^ 
must exclaim wijth the men of Betbshemesh, whe^ 
Jehovah*s hand was heavy upon them; Who h aUif 
to stand he/ore tkis holy Lord God f Then, if the 
atonement be not presented for your immediate re- 
lief, you will be ready to add ; Who shall dwell vdth 
devouring Jire f who aboil dwell with everlasting' 
burnings ? 

The Holy Spirit speaking in the scripture, directs 
us to ccMiceive of justification as b^ore Qod and in 
his sight. Intimating, that when final acceptance 
is the subject of our inquiry, we should look upon 
ourselves as m the immediate presence of Him 
who will soon ascend the gncat white throne^ to pass 
the irreversible sentence ; that we should consider 
on what ground we shall be able to stand, when 
heaven and earth siajU Jltt aw^y /rQm the face ^f 
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diir cternijil Judge, and no filace 9haU be found for 
them. Yes, reader, if you would not deceive your* 
self in a matter of the last importance \ if you would 
come 10 a satisfiactory persuasion, in what righteous* 
ness you may venture to trust ; you should consider 
yourself a8^at the bar of God, and as having a cause 
depending; which is pregnant with your everlasting 
&te ; a cause which must inevitably issue, either in 
your eternal happiness,, or infinite misery. You 
should anticipate, in your own meditations, that great 
decisive day, and then ask^ your own conscience ; 
^ On what shall I then depend ? or what shall I dare 
to plead when my astonishedeyes behold my Judge V* 
Because it would be superlative folly for you to rely 
on any obedience now, or to dispute for it as neces^ 
sary to justification, of which your own conscience 
cannot approve, as a plea that will- the» be admitted 
as valid. 

Consider the ingenuotm acknowledgments and 
deep confessions, which the greatest saints and ho«- 
liest men that ever lived have made of^ their impurity 
and sinfulness, when their acceptance with that sub- 
lime Being, who is gloriov% in hoHne99j came under 
consideration.-— Job was an eminent saint : he> had 
not his equal on earth, according to the testimony of 
God liimself. Conscious of his integrity, he avowed 
it before meot and vindicated his exemplaty conduct 
against tlie. accusations of censorious friends. But 
when the Almighty addresses him, and when he cen- 
aiders himself as standing before the divine tribunal, 
be says not a word about his inherent rectitude, or 
his pious performances. Then, in language of the 
deepest seifrabasement, he exclaims ; Behold^ I am 
vile i I abhor myBelf^ and rrfient in dust and ashe^. 
Yea, he declares, If Ijuatify myself my ofvn mouth 
9hali condemn mc» If I say I am fierfecty it $Ml al* 
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•0 firove me fierverae. Though I wfTcpcrfitty ui 
ny ovQ apprehenftiontf ye/, before Him that is infi* 
Ultely holy, I would be to &r from pleading my own 
extraordinary attaimnema, that I would not knov my 
90ul i nay) / wouid deafkUc my Hfe^ with all its moat 
shining accomplithmentt. For if I wath myaelf mih 
fHov>'V»ter<f and make my handt never mo clean g ye$ 
§Aali thou^ O righteous aud eternal Jttdgt» ^uuge ma 
in the ditch ; manifest ine» notwithstanding all mf 
•ndeavoura tq obtain purity and find aeceptance, to 
be a polluted creature and a guilty crixiuoal. So abo<» 
siinably filthy and highly criminal^ that my own tlotheax 
"were they sensible of ray pollution and guilt, vould 
abhor me. For Mcy to whom I am accountabief i» 
not a man ae I am j but a Being of such diseerni* 
snent, that the minutest fault cannot escape his no^ 
tice ; and so perfectly iioly^ that the least spot of de* 
filement is infinitely abhorrent in his sight. It it 
therefore absolutely impossible that I Bhouid amsvfer 
Aim i plead my cause and gain acceptanee^ on th* 
fcundalioB of my own obedience ; or thai wr akauld^ 
on any such looting, come together in judgment^ wlxh» 
out inevitable ruin to my person and all my immortal 
interests.^«>— David, the man aft^er Cod'a own heactf 
made it bis earnest request, that God wouhl not&nfer 
into judgment vnth him according to the tenour of 
his own obedience : being well aware that neither ha 
nor any man living, could be justified in that way* 
To rebuke the pride of seif-righteous confidence,, 
with emotions of holy reverence and saicred awe»^ he 
asks ; J^ thouj Lord^ ohouldot mark iniquitiea ; CI 
Lord^ who ehaU standi who can be acquitted ?t Isaii 
ah also, though an eminent prophet, and a diatin** 

"^ Job xl. 4. xlu. 6. iz. 20, 21, 30, 31. 32. 
t PiaL cxlin. 2. c«x. 3. 
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guished servant of God, when he beheld Jehovah's 
glorf, and heard the seraphim proclaim his holiness, 
loudly exclaimed ; JVoe U me I for I am undone ! 
because I am a man ofnnclean lifts > Nor was his con- 
sternation removed, or his conscience relieved, till 
pardon through the atonement was applied to him.* 

N0W9 is it prudent, or can k be safe, to trust in your 
own imperfect duties, when persons of such eminent 
character and exalted piety made these acknowledg** 
mctits, and had such views of themselves and of their 
own attahiments ? If their personal obedience would 
tfot bear the divine scrutiny, what a wretched figure 
must yours make before the heart- searching God ? 
If Jehovah charge his' angels tJith folly ^ and if the 
heavens be n&t fiure in his sight ; whttC then is man^ 
'Vfho drinketh iniquity Hke wnterj thni he should prc- 
♦ecd to be clean ^ or the son ofman^ that he should 
presume to be rig'hteous ? For, between human obe- 
dience and angelical holiness, there is no|more compa- 
rison than between a elod of the field and a star fti tho 
firmament. Fain man io&uld be wiscj though he i9 
born iike a fvild ass*s colt / proud- man would be 
righteous) though- loathsome with* sin and obnoxious 
to ruin.— ^But, however highly the self*«ufficient majr 
think, of their own obedience, the sinner, whose con- 
science is pressed with a sense of guilt, and every re-- 
al christian, will deprecate appearing, in their own 
righteousness) beibre the final Judge. Yes, the man 
who- is> taught of God' will ardently cry; " Fall upon 
me, ye roeks t cover mej ye mountains ! yea rather 
let me lose my existence^ than appear before the 
Most Holy in the filthy rags of my own duties ; or 
in any righteoustiess but thai which is perfect^ in any 
-obedience but -that which is. divine.'* 

•- ■'•■ 1 •Isa.v/. a— t. . "- ■• 
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CHAP. vn. 

Of OraeCf a« ii rtignn in our jidoftiian. 

JL HOSE whom God htt ju8tified»and admitted into 
a state of reconcUiation wkh hiHiaelfy he has also 
adopted for his children. Hence their interest in M 
the blessings of grace, and in the unknown riches o( 
glory, depends not mereljb on the favour of friend* 
ahip) though that, be of the noblest kind i hut also ug- 
on an indisputable right of inheritance, which, sigh^ 
they have in virtue of adoption- 

The word Adofition^ signifies that act by wMph 0^ 
fterton, tQke9 the child of another^ not related to fdm^. 
into thf fiUtecy and entiilee him to the f^rivilegeM qf-kiM 
own eon^. In the Grecian and Roman states, it waa 
customary for a man of wealth, in default o£ issue* 
from hta own body^ to make choice of some persen: 
^pon whom he put his naaue ^ requiring him to relhir 
qaish his own family, never to return to it agwUf anid 
publicly declared him his heir. The peraop thua^ 
adopted was legally entitled to the inheritance, upon 
the decease of his adopter ; and though previously, 
void of all claim to such a benefit, or any. eapectatUm^ 
of it, was. invested with the same privileges^ aa if he 
had been bom an heir to bis bene&ctor** 

That sjuritual and divine adoption about which- 
we treat, is, God*e gracioue adwdeeion qf, etranjpere 
and aUensj into the etate^ relation^ aed enjoyment of 
md the firiviie^o of. children^ throug>k Jioue Chriat r 
according to that glorious promise of the new cove- 
nant ; / wU he it. Father unto yov, «N4f ye ohail,he 
my eono and daughiereyoaithi the JLord Almig^y^im^ 

*^ 9Ir. Vsw*! CiBvM«JMg^PMfiB7 R. 470, 47J. edtt. 2it^ 
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Reccmciiiauon) justificaiioiit and adoption) majr be 
thtts distioguished. In recfiHitaHditj God k consi* 
dcred as the injured party, and the sinner aa an ene- 
nji to him. In jutfijfcathnt our Muker sustains the 
character of supreme Judge* and man i» considered as 
a. criminal standing heibre bis tribunal.*-«In adojiiion^ 
Jehovali. appeals as. the fountain of honour, and the 
apostate sons of Adam as aliens from him-«»as be- 
longing to the familf of Satan, and as denominated 
€k$i4reit- of wruth. In reconciliation, we are mad^ 
JrUnd9 ; in justification, we are pronounced right ' 
mQU9 i and in. adoption, we are constituted k€tr% of the ■ 
eternal inheratance. 

That beiieversiiara the children o£God, the scrip- 
tMTe» expressly declane. They may be so. called, as 
they, are begotten, and. bom from above ; as they 
stand in. a conjugal relaiioii to Christ ^ and as thev 
are adopted into> the heavenly &mily. These dif^ 
ferent ways in which the scripture speaks of theif 
fUial relatioiit^ Cod, are inteniiedrtoaid our feeble 
conceptions when we think^upon tho grand ineffable 
blessing i one mode of ey^fressicm .supplying, in some 
degree, the ideas that ane wanting iv another. To 
express the original of sf^itual life, and |he restora- 
tion of the divine image» we ai« said to bo. ^» of .' 
God^ To aet forth,, m Ih^ U?»elieat manner, our ^ 

most intimate union with. tl|e Son of. the Highest, 
we are said.tof be nMrritd io Christ. And, that we 
mig^t not {9i^>etour naturals statue <tf. alienation from 
God) and to intimate our tidia tp-the heaveply patri- 
mony, we are said ta be M4Qi^ed\iiy^ i|im« . Tbe con— 
dJtion thexe^^Mre of all beUeverfr^ is ippst .noble and 
excellent Their beavenljt birUi, their dLvioe hus- 
. bimd) and thtir evterhstjing iiib«rit«iw:e,, lo^dly pro- 
claim \U The beloved apostle, aasaaoad at tJi^e \q^ 
aC.«M. ittsMftsted^.K Mm. mmHt^v^. 9f ad^«|tmb 
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eould not forbear exclaiming with astonnhment and 
rapture ; Behold^ vfhat manner of iove the Fathet 
hath bestot^ed ufion U9j that we 9hould be caHed Tmb 
soss OF God / Here grace reigns. The vesseU^of 
mercy were predestinated to the enjoyment of this 
honour and happiness before the world began^ The 
great Lord of all chose them for himself, chose 
them for his children, that they might be heire ^ 
God and joint heira <if Christ, This he did, not be* 
cauae of any worthiness in them, but of his own sove- 
reign win. As it is written, Having' firedegtinated 
ue unto the adoption qf children by Jenue Christ fs 
himself J according to the good /li^aiure ofhh mitt^ 
fo the praise of hie glorioue grace. According to 
the good fiieaeure of his ntnU i this is the eternal 
source of the heayenly blessing. By Jesua Christ ;. 
this is the way of its communication to sinners.-— 
To. the praise ((fhis glorious grate / this is^the end o£ 
bestowing it. 

The persons adopted are sinaers of Adam's race-; 
who, considered in their natural state, are estranged 
from God, and guiJty before him ; under sentence 
of death, and obnoxious to ruin» Their translation 
therefore out of this deplorable condition, into a 
state and relation so* glorious, is an instance of reign«- 
ihg grace. That the children of wrath 8lK>uld be- 
come the inheritors of glory, and the slaves of Sch 
tan be acknowledged as the sons of Jehovah ; that 
the enemies of God should be adopted into his &mh 
iy, and have an indefeasible right to all the privi- 
leges of his children, are astonishing to the last de- 
gt*eei Our character and state, by nature, are the 
most indigent, wretched, and abominable^; such as* 
Tender us fit for nothing, after this life, but to dwell 
with damned spirits and accursed fiends, in the 
i^odes of dai*kU!Me aitid of despair. But, by tke privi- 



lege of iidoptiont we i^re invested with such a ch«r- 
aoter, and are brought into auch a »tate« as render 
^a £Lt to associate with saints iu light, with angels in 
glory. What but omnipouot, reigning grace, could 
be sMficient to effect so noble, so astonishing, so di- 
vine a change { 

If ffr^.take a curaory view of those invaluable privi- 
leges which) in virtue of adoption, the saints possess, 
aitd of which they are heirs, our ideas of the superja* 
tire blessing will be still heightened. They have tho 
most honourable ekuracter; for they are called, not 
merely the servants, or the friends, but tke «en« of 
God. This dignified character is unalterable } for 
the Lord himself declares, that it is an everhuuing 
n^mey tkat tAall mot beeuiqff',* If David so highly ea- 
teemed the cbarac^r of aoB-in4aw to an earthly hing ;t 
how much more should believers esteem that subltmft 
title, the 9ons qf Ood $ of Him, who is King of kings^ 
and Lord of lords? They are also called Jtin^9 and 
firieUM i besides which august and venerable titles, 
they are distinguisbed from the world by a rich varies 
ty of others, that are obvious to eyory intelligent read* 
er of the sacred writings. The dignity of their rcla-^ 
tion is immensely great. For^ being the ehUdren of 
God, Jehovdb himself ia their father, and Christ ac« 
knowledges them for hia brethren* Nor do they stand 
in relation to Jesus merely aa brethren ; they are also 
hia bride. Than their conjngal relationto Him,notliing 
can be conceived more honourable, or more beneficial. 
For He is tke chi^ among ten thonwnd^ and MitogetAer 
ioveiy. When David, though not >et in possession of 
the crown, sem his men to Abigail to take her to wife ; 
that discreet widow ^ved her»etf to the earthy and 
said ; Beholdy let thine handmaid ke a servant to wash 

*Isa. Izii.2. and Iri. 0. f 1 San.xviU.9. 
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thtftet qf iht servants qf my Lord. N0W9 may aoK 
the believer, for infinitelf greater reasons, witb' 
gratitude and astonishment^ adore that beneficenV 
hand which broke off his yoke of basest iFassalagOr 
and joined him io David's Antitype, the heaywif 
Bridegroom i joined him in a roarHage coyeaaNE 
that^all never be broken^ in a union that shall Ae«^ 
ver be disbolved I 

Believers, being the children of ISod, are thc| ob- 
jects of his paternal affectum and unremitting cafe; 
As a father, He guides them by his counsel >aAd 
guards them by his power. Their disobedience he 
visits with a rodof correction ; and in their distresses 
he feels for them with bowels of parental compass 
sion. In the whole of his dealings with them he m»* 
nifiests his love, and causes all things to- work toge« 
ther for their ^;ood« Yes, they are the darlings of 
providence, and the charge of angelf. Those minis* 
tering spirits, who are active as fiame, and swift as 
thought^ encamp around them ; and in ways un« 
known to mortals^ subserve the designs of grace iii< 
promoting their best interests.. -. 

. Nothing can exceed the riches and exoellency 0B 
that inherituTice to which they have a right, iis vir* 
tue of their adoption ; that eternal inheritance which 
is bequeathed, to them by an inviolable testamen«t;: 
This testament, recorded in the sacred writings, was- 
confirmed by* the death o£ Christ. Their . mherit^ 
ance includes, all the blessings: o£ grace here, fxiA 
tlie ftill fruition of glory hereafter. Though, -aa 
to temporal things, they be frequently indigent, and 
much afticted f yet the blessings of common provi* 
dence are dispensed to them in such measures ay 
paternal wisdom sees best for their spiritual wel&re, 
and the glory of God. For godlincas hath the ^ro- 
mUe ^the lift thw-t novf ?«, as well as of that which 
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is to come ; Atid their heavenly Father knoweth- that 
.they have need of hb providential ^tTOursy while 
thef cootioite on the present state. So that whether 
they be things temfwraly .i^iMriiual, or eteimal ; whe- 
ther thejr be things present «r things to comei all are 
theirs. According to that .admirable text ; ^ti things 
are yours whether Pxttd^ or Afifioliae^ or Cephaa^ or 
the vtortdy or Ufe^ or deaths or thing* ftr^eeent or thingo 
to come # Jtt.L are youreh Bitty which is 3ret more 
emphatical^ and the highest that words can express, 
the utmost 4>ur ideas can reach ; the divine Spirit 
declares that thef arc hbeas of GoD) and Jourt* 
HXiRs -OF Christ.* Each, therefore^ has a lig^t 
to say ; <' Jehovah himself is my reward, my portion, 
my inheritance." Yea, such is the mutual propriety 
-which God and his people have in each other, that 
the inheritance is reciprocal between them. For the 
fiortion qf Jacob ie the Former tifall thingi^ and Israel 
i« the rfid tif hi$ inheritance: the Lord |/ h09to 
ie his name. All the awful^the amiable, the adorable 
latributes of Deity, will appear glorious in the chil- 
dren of God) and be enjoyed by them to their ever- 
lasting honour and unutterable bliss. What can the 
bean of man desire more ? Or, what good thing will 
God withhold irom them, for whom he gave his Son, 
to whom be gives himself ? 

In testimony to their sublime relation, and as an 
tamest of their future inheritance, they receive the 
Spirit qf Adoption i by whom they cry, with ap- 
propriation and confidence, Mba^ Fathor, The 
Spirit of adi^tion, as opposed to the spiiit of bon- 
dage, is the Spirit of light and of liberty, of conso- 
lation and of joy. He glorifies Christ in the believer's 

* Bom. vui. 17. So it It Uteratly ; and so Montamus, Bs- 
ZAf (/A8TAUD» and nsttf othen* render the passsfe. ^ 
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vieWf $nA Aieds divine lore abfead in^ his .h6att; 
He bringt the promises to Ids rtemembrsnee, mi 
enables him ta plead them at the ' throfie of |(mce. 
He eloTates the nlFectiteB to hear^alf thfai^, wd 
seals him, as an heir of the iLihgdom, to the daf of 
redemption. Such are ' the privileges of Clod's adopt* 
ed sons, in the vouchsafement of which grace Veigfos. 

What a mercy might we esteem it, hot to ' be con* 
founded before the God of heaven ! What a £ivoar 
to obtain the least indulgent regiffd IVom the Sing 
eternal ! What an honour, to be admitted into his 
femily, to ocdnpy the plhce and to bear the character 
•f his meanest servant ! But, to be ills adopted chil- 
dren, who is the Fountain of all bliss ; and his espous* 
ed bride, who is the Sovereign of all worlds ; to have 
him for our everlasting Father, who is the Former of 
all things ; and him for our Husband, who is tl>e ob- 
ject of angelic worship ; are blessfaigs divinely rich 
indeed ! That sinful mortals, who may justly 'say to 
corruption, npu art onr Jkthtr / and to the worm, 
Thmi art tmr tUttr ; should be permitted to say to 
the infinite God, « Thou art our portion t and all that 
Thou hast and all that Thou art are ours, to render 
us completely happy and eternally blessed ;'* is an 
astonishing, detight^il, transporting thought ! These 
are blessings, ihan which none greater can be con* 
ceived ; none more glorious can be enjoyed. 

Let the grandees of the earth, and the sons of the 
mighty, be^st of their high binh and large reve* 
nues; their pompous titles and splendid retinues; 
their delicate &re and costly array ; still the poorest 
peasant that believes in Christ, is Incomparably su- 
perior to them all. What, though' they shine in ulk 
and embroidery, or glitter in gold and jewels ; though 
their names be adorned wiUi the highest epithets 
<hat men can bestow, while a* profusii^n of worldly 
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riches h potifcd into their lap ; yet they must soon 
He down in tht dusty on a level with the meanest of 
mortals. The worm Mhall quickly cvuer tkem^ and 
their memory shall ro/w— -But your name, O weakest 
of christians'! your new name is everlasting. HoW' 
ever neglected or despised among men, it shall stand 
for ever fair in the bo<^ of life. Though you are 
not distinguished as a person of eminencey while 
you proceed on your pilgrimage, and receive not the 
acclamations (xf the people, but walk in the vale of 
life ; yet you are high in the estimation of heaven, 
nor destitute of the sublimest honours. Your praise 
is not of men but of God. He knows the way that 
you take, and commands the angels to consider you 
as the object of their regard. Though you cannot 
boast of illustrious ancestors, or of noble blood ; yet 
being born from above^ the blood royal of heaven 
runs in your veins. Though not a favourite off 
your temporal sovereign ^ yet, like a prince, you 
have power with the God of Israel. Though ever 
so poor as to this world, the unsearchable riches of 
Christ are all your own. Though you have not a 
numerous train of attendants, and though your 
mansion be a cobwebbed cottage ; yet the holy an- 
gels are your guard, and minister to ytnir good ; while 
the God of glory, not only condescends to come 
under your lowly roof, but even to dwell with you. 
Yours is the honourable character; yours is the 
happy state. This is felicity which all the wealth of 
the Indies cannot procure. This is honour, which 
all the crowned heads in the world cannot confer. 
The Lord of hosts hath purposed to stain the pride 
of all other glory, but this honour shall never be 
laid in the dust.*-^What a shade it casts on every 

mm 

* M*£weN's Estasft, Vol. 11. p. 309, 310^ 311, 312. 
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secular distinction) nvhcn forced to feel how verfr 
fleeting it is 1 How encouraging to reflect on the 
durable and exalted happiness of the sons of God I 
Christianity I it is thine to ennoble the human mind 
and to make it really great. Grace ! it is thine to 
imise the poor from the dunghill^ and the needy out 
of the dust. Thine it is^ to number them among 
the princes of heaven, and to seat them on thrones oT 
glory. 

And now, reader, what is . your character 2 Youy 
very probably, call yourself a christian. If so in re« 
ality, you are a child of God, and an adopted heir of 
immortal glory. Do you know then by experience^' 
what are the privileges attendant on such a state, and 
iSonnccted with such a character ? If not, you bear 
the name in vain. So feir from being a christhoi, you 
are— how shall I speak it ? will you believe it ? can 
i^ide forgive it ? you are an enemy to God and a 
'ehild of the devil. For these two characters, the 
children qf Qodj and t/ie teed of the aerfientj include 
all mankind. ' Consider, then, where to class yoursell, 
and what is your proper name. 

Are you a believer? a child of God by adoption^ 
avdd an heir of eternal riches I Be careful to act 
agreeably to your high character and exalted privi« 
leges. Let the children of this world satisfy their 
UtUe minds, and be captivated by the low enjoy- 
ments and pprishing vanities of the present state ; 
but you should disdain to act upon their principles* 
o^ to be governed by their maxims. The riches of 
the wodd, which engross the cares of the covetous ; 
its honours, that are so earnestly pursued by the 
ambitious ; and its various ^ pleasures, in which the 
sensualist delights, you should be far from desiring, 
^hy should you be discontented at the want of that 
which, though enjoyed in all its fulness, could not 
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fnale foa happy ?— Eqtially far should you be from 
performing religious duties on the same, principles 
and with the same views, as the legal moralist and 
selfish Pharisee ; which generally are, either the 
applause of men, or their own acceptance with 
God. T/iat is the most abominable hypocrisy in 
the sight of Him who searches the heart, and stands 
abhorred by every generous mind ; thia is a crimi* 
nal usurpation of the office of Christ, and the high- 
est dishonour to his undertaking. For it proceeds 
on a supposition, that the work of our Lord is ei- 
ther not perfect in itself, or not free for the unnev. 
The former basely reflects on his powery or fiiith* 
fulness ; and the latter on his grace t botii which 
are equally hr from honouring the adored Redeem* 
er under his cheering and sacred character, JxstJi^ 
The children of light should aet from the most ger 
nerous motives and for the sublimest end. Love .t» 
their heavenly Father, and gratitude to the bleed- 
ing Saviour, should ever be the fruitful source of 
their obedience ; and the glory of God, the exalted cmL 
Are you an i^eir of the kingdom ? You should 
be careful to preserve a steady conduct in the church 
of God and in the world. Not only to be zealous 
for your Father's honour, as we vulgarly say, by 
fits and starts ; but maintain an uniform behaviour 
through the whole of your conduct. Endeavour to 
make it appear that you arc a dilige.nt servant, as 
well as a dignified son of God. Your practice 
should be, as much as possible, agreeable to your 
holy profession and your glorious hope. Remem- 
ber, that as your gracious Father and loving Hus- 
band, your glorious relatives and bright inheritance, 
are all in heaven ; there also should be your heart, 
and your conversation. For though you are an 
heir of a kingdom, it is not fif this Vforld : ami 
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though you are in, you are not of the world. Nov 
mil you have any reason to be surprised) or asham* 
cdy if the worid should hate ypn^-^fVhatsoeitew 
tfungn are true ; whatMoever thingM are hone$t^ graTO 
or venerable ; whattoever things are fiure / what^ 
soever thingn are lovely ; whatsoever things ate ^f 
good refiort : if there be any virtuey and if there be 
any firatse^ the children of God undoubtedly ought» 
above all others, to think on these things. For no 
man can free himself from the odious charge of 
being a dishonour to Christ and a reproach to his 
christian profession, if he live under the dominion 
of sin, and be a servant of Satan. Such a person, 
ivhatever speculative knowledge he may have of 
the doctrine of grace, or whatever his professions 
of love to it may be ; is destitute of the £iith of the 
gospel, and an enemy to the cross of Christ ; is a, 
stumbling block in the way of young converts, and 
leaving the world in this condition, will feel a se« 
▼erer vengeance, will fall under double damnation to 
all eternity* 



CHAP. VIII. 

Q/* Gracey as it reigns in our Sanctijicaiion, 

JiIaVING treated upon that relative . change? 
which takes place in the state of God's people in 
justification and adoption ; I now proceed to con- 
sider that real change, which is beg^n in sanctifica- 
tion- and made perfect in glory. This real change 
is absolutely requisite. For though Christ is pro- 
claimed in the gospel, as entirely free for the sin- 
ner ; and the though we are considered as ungodly, 
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tvhcn the obedience of the righteous Jesus is im- 
puted to us for our justification before God ; yet, 
before ure can enter the mansions of immortal pu- 
rity, we must be sanctified. Christ, indeed, finds 
his people entirely destitute of holiness, and of 
every desire after it ; but he does not leave them in 
that state. He produces in them a sincere love to 
God, and a real pleasure in his ways. Hence they 
are called, an holy nation. As holiness is the health 
of the soul, and the beauty of a rational nature ; as 
it is the brightest omai^cnt of the church of God, 
and essential to- true blessedness ; so, in a treatise on 
Reigning Grace, it must by no means be overlook- 
ed ; for ure may assure ourselves that grace reigns 
in it. 

The vast importance of sanctification, and the 
rank it holds in the dispensation of grace, appear 
from hence. It is the end of our eternal election-— 
a capital promise, and a distinguished blessing, of 
the covenant of grace— -a precious fruit of redemp- 
tion by the blood of Jesus— the design of God ia 
regeneration— the primary intention of justification 
—the scope of adoption— and absolutely necessary 
to glorification. So that, in the sanctification of a 
sinner, the great design of all the divine operations 
respecting that most glorious of all works, reoem p- 
TioN, are united. 

Sanctification, therefore, may be justly denomi- 
nated a capital part of our salvation ; and is much 
more properly so termed, than a condition of it. For, 
to be delivered from that bondage to sin and Satan, 
under which we all naturally lie, and to be renewed 
after the image of God, must certainly be esteemed 
a great deliverance and a valuable blessing. Now, 
in the enjoyment of that deliverance, and in the par- 
ticipation of this blessing, consists the very escence of 

R 2 
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sanctificAtioB. Hence the word is used to si^ifyy 
That work qf divine grace by which those that are 
called and juMtified are renewed after the tmage qf 
God, The effect of this glorious work is true holi- 
ness : or a conformity to the moral perfections of 
the Deity. In other words, love to God, and de- 
light in him as the chief good. The end of thecoma 
mandment h love out qf a fiure heart. So to love 
the supreme Being, is directly contrary to the bias 
of corrupt nature. For as natural depravity radi- 
cally consisits in our aversion to God, which mani* 
tests itself in ten thousand various ways ; so the 
essence of true holiness consists in love to God.— « 
This heavenly affection is the fruitful source of all 
obedience to Him, and of all delight in Him, both 
here and hereafter. Nor is it only the true source 
of all our obedience ; for it is also the sum .and per- 
fection of holiness. Because all acceptable duties 
naturally flow from love to God ; nor are they any 
thing else, but the neeeetary exfiresnona of that di- 
vine principle. 

Though justification and sanctification are both 
of them blessings of grace, and though they arc ab- 
solutely inseparable ; yet they are so manifestly dis- 
tinct, that there is in various respects a wide differ- 
once between them. This distinction may be thus 
expressed. Justification respects the person in a 
legal sense, is a single act of grace, and terminates 
in a relative change ; that is, a freedom from pun- 
ishment, and a right to life. Sanctification regards 
liim in a physical sense, is a continued work of 
grace, and terminates in a real change, as to the 
quality both of habits and actions. The former is 
by a righteousness without us ; the latter b by ho- 
liness wrought in us. That precedes, as a cause ; 
this follows, as an effect. Justification is by Christ 
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as a priest^ and has regard to the guilt of sin ; sanc- 
iification is by him as a king, and refers to its do- 
minion. The former annuls its damning power ; 
the latter its reigning power. Justification is in- 
stantaneous and complete, in all its real subjects ; 
but sanctification is progressive^ and perfecting by 
degrees. 

The persons on whom the blessing of sanctifica- 
tion IS bestowed) are those that are justified, and in 
a state of acceptance with Go^. For concerning 
them it is written, and it is the language of reigning 
grace ; / will fiut my iavn into their minds and write 
them in their hearts. The blessing here designed^ 
and the favour here promised, are that love to God» 
and that delight in his law and ways, which arc 
implanted in the hearts of all the regenerate } con* 
stantiy inclining them to obey the whole levealed 
will of God, so far as they are acquainted with it« 
Sanctification is a new covenant blessing ; and in that 
gracious constitution it is promised as a choice pri* 
vilege, not required as an entitling condition. 

Those h^>py souls who possess the invaluable 
blessing, and are delivered from the dominion of sin, 
are not under the iaw^s neither seeking justification 
by it, nor obnoxious to its curse s but under grace s 
are completely justified by the free favour of God^ 
and live under us powerful influence. This text 
strongly implies, that all who are under the law, as 
a covenant, or are seeking acceptance with the eter^ 
nal Judge by their own duties, are under the domi- 
nion of sin ; whatever their character may be among 
men, or however high their pretences may be to ho- 
liness. And as those that are under the kw have no 
holiness, they can perform no acceptable obedience. 
For they that are in the Jtesh, in their carnal, unre- 
generate state^ cannot please God* Every <me thitt 
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is under the law, is condemned by it ; and wUie hi» 
person is accursed, his duties cannot be accepted* 
A man's person must be accepted with God> before 
his works can be pleasing to him. 

To set the subject in a clearer lightt it may be of 
use to consider, that to constitute a work truly good, 
it must be done from a right principle, performed 
by a right rule, and intended, for a right end-— It 
must be done from a. right firincifile. This is th» 
love of God. The great command of the unchange- 
able law is. Thou ahalt love the Lord thy God, What-^^ 
ever work is done from any other principle, how« 
ever it may be applauded by men, it is not accepta*. 
ble in the sight of Him who searches the heart. For 
by Him principles, as well aa actionem are weifrhed. 
It must be performed by a nght rule. This is the 
revealed will of God. His will is the rule of right- 
eousness. The moral law, in particular, is the rule 
of our obedience.* It is a complete system of du- 
ty ; and considered as moral, is immutably the ruler* 
of our conduct. However chargeable therefore any* 
work may be to him that performs it ; or however 
eliligent he may be in its performance j yet, if it 
ht no where commanded by the authority of Hea-' 
yen, it stands condemned by that divine query;' 
Who hath required this at your hand* ? And thougb 
it be pretended, that the love of God is the princi-- 
ple, and the glory of God the end, as the dupes of 
superstition, both ancient and modem, have gene-- 
rally done; yet, being no where enjoined in our 
only rule of faith and practice, it is no better than 
refirobate Hlverj arid will certainly be rejected of 
God. So that however highly the performer may' 

I 

'i' See my Death qf Legal Hope, the Ljfe of BvangeHeeif 
Ofbedjence, Sect. v|i. w^ere this sulject is prafeasedly disciw^- 
€ii> in opposition to the Antiaomians. 
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jHeasc himself, or gratify bis own pride by the deed, 
he cannot be commended for his obedience. For 
where there is no command, explieit or implied, 
there cah be no obedience ; con»eqitentl;, no good 
work^-— It must be intended for a right end. That, 
IS, the glory of the Supreme Being. Whatsoever ye 
doj do all to the glory of Godj is the peremptory com- 
mand of the Most High. And as this is the end 
for which Jehovah himself acts, in al4 his works 
both of providence and grace ; se it i« the highest 
end at which we can possibly aim. No man,^ how- 
ever, can act for so sublime an end, but he that is 
taught of God, and fully persuaded that justifica- 
tion is entirely by grace : in such a sense by gracCf 
as to be detached from all works, dependent on na 
conditions, to be performed by him. For till then 
he cannot but refer his supposed good actions prin- 
cipally to self, and his own acceptance with God-. 
This is the highest end for which such a person can 
possibly act, though other and baser ends are often 
proposed by him. But those works that are truly 
good, and which the Holy Spirit calls the fruits of 
righteousness ; are^ in the design of their performer, 
as weU as in the issue, /o the glory and fir ait e of God. 
Now though an un regenerate man may do those 
things which are materially good, and by a right 
rule ; yet none that are ignorant of the gospel of di- 
vine grace, can act from that generous principle and 
for that exalted end, which are absolutely necessary 
to constitute a good work. 

To confirm the argument, and to illustrate the 
point, I would observe ; That man is a fallen crea- 
ture ; entirely destitute of the holy image and love 
of God. So far from loving his Maker, or de- 
lighting in his ways, he is an enemy to him. The 
language of an unregenerate man's heart and con* 
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ducty is that of those proftuie wretches in the book of 
Job, who say to God, Deftart from u€ ; /or we denre 
not the knovf ledge ^f thy vtay, WhuU i» the Almigh'^ 
ty that we should serve him ? And what firq/lt should 
we have if we fir ay to him P* Neither the commands- 
of the divine law, though the strictest and purest im* 
aginabie ; nor ail the vengeance threatened agMBSt 
disobedience to thos^ commands, can work in our 
hearts the least degree of love to God the lawgiver » 
nor, considering ourselves as apostate creatures and 
under the cui*se, is it in the nature of things possible^ 
For the more pure its precepts are, so much the 
more contrary to the bias of corrupted nature : and 
it is evident, that its awful sanction cannot be approT« 
ed by a person obnomious to its condemning power* 
Consequently, the divine Lawgiver can have no share 
in our uflTectious, while we continue in this deplora*^ 
ble condition. 

Fallen man, therefore, c^not leve G^, but at 
he is revealed in a Mediator. He must behold bi» 
Maker*8 glory in the face of Jesus Christ, before he 
can love him, or have the least desire to promote 
his glory. Now, as there is no revelation of the 
glory of God in Christ, but by the gospel ; and as 

* Job xxi. 14, 15. I hambly conceive, that the unregene- 
rate nuD*s habitual forgetfuhtess of God, the uneasiness he feels 
when the thoughts of his Maker and Judge dart into his mind, 
and his endeavours to exclude them as unwelcome intruders—' 
his passion for. sinful pleasures, and his lore to present enJoy« 
meiits — the enmity he has to the people of God, and his aver-' 
sion to serious, religious, .heavenly coDro*sation^— and, finally^ 
the treatment with whidi the gospel meets in his breast ; even 
tlie eospEL of saFuij^ grace, tiuit brightest mirror of the divine, 
peri'ectious ; are evidences of this humbling truth, and fully 
prove the opprobrious charge. — Is not this a striking proof, 
that a divhie power, an invincible agency, is necessary to rege- 
nerate the saot vid con*.'ert the heact ? 
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we cannot behold it but by fkith ; it necessiarily fol- 
lows, that no man can unfeignedly love God, or 
.sincerely desire to glority him, while ignorant of 
tke truth. But as there is the brightest display of 
all the divine perfections in Jesus Christ, and as the 
gospel reveals him in his glory and beauty ; soy 
through the sacred influence of the Holy Spirit, sin- 
ners behold the infinite amiableness and transcend- 
ent glory of God, in the person and work of Imma- 
Buel. The gospel being a declaration of that per- 
fect forgiveness which is with God, and of thai: 
wonderful salration which is by Christ, which are 
full, free, and everlasting ; by whomsoever the gos- 
pel is believed, peace of conscience, and the love 
of God are in some degree enjoyed. While, in 
proportion to the believer's views of the divine 
glory, reveaied in Jesus ; and hh experience of di- 
vine love, shed abraad in the heart ; will be bis re- 
turns of affection and gratitude to God— as an infi- 
nitely amiable Being, considered m himself; as in- 
conceivably gracious, to needy, guilty, unworthy 
creatures. His language will be, Whai shall J reu' 
der to the Lord for all Ma benrfitt ? Blesa the L9rd, 
O my 90iU J and all that is within me bless his holy 
name ! Being born from above, he delights in the 
law of Gody after the inward man ; and is habitually 
desirous of being more and more conformed to it, 
as it is a transcript of the divix^ purity, and the reve- 
lation of the divine will. Now he is furnished with, 
that generous principle of action, love to God. 
The obedience he now performs, and that which 
God accepts, is-^not the service of a mere merce- 
nary, in ©rder to gain a title to life, as a reward for 
his work ; much less of a slave, that is driven to it 
by the goad of terror— -but, the obedience of a child, 
or of a spouse ; of one who regards the divine 
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commands as coming from a futher, or from a hus- 
band. Being drad to the lawj he Uvea to God, 

I said) berog dead to the law, • This is the c^se 
of none but those that are poor in spirit, and hare 
received the atonement in the blood of Christ; 
those who reljr on his work ftlone, as completely 
sufficient to procure their acceptance with God, and 
as perfectly s^rtisfying an awakened conscience^ re- 
specting that important affair. So the apostle ; Ye 
are become dead to the law by the body q/* Chriwij^-m 
We are delivered from the lawj that beinff dead 
wherein we were held. In these remarkable words 
the belicTer is described as being dead to the law^ 
smd the law as dead to him. By which are signifi- 
ed, that the law has no more power over a believer 
to exact obedience, as the coaditton of life ; or to 
threaten vengeance against him> in case of disobe*- 
dience; than a deceased husband has to demand 
obedience from a living wife ; or, on account of 
disobedience, to threaten her with punishment-^ 
That, the real christian, being dead to the law, has 
no more expectation of justification by his own obe- 
dience to it, than a living wife has of assistance from 
a dead husband-*-^ And that> as she can have no ex- 
pectation of receiving aAy benefit from him, he be- 
ing dead ; so stre cannot rationally have any fears of 
suffering evil at his hand. 

But though the law, as a covenant, ceases to 
have any demands on ihem that are in Chriat Jeaua s 
yet, as a rule of conduct, and as in the hand of 
Christ, it is of great utility to believers, and to the 
most advanced saint. Nor, thus considered, it is 
possible that it should be deprived of its authority* 
or lose its use. For it is no other than the rule of 
that obedience which the nature of God and many 
and the relation subsisting between them, render 



necessary. To tmagkie the law vacatedi ia thb 
respect} is to suppose that relation to cease^ which 
has ever subsiste^Ly and cannot but stibsisty between 
the great Sovereign and his dependent creaturesi 
who are the subjects of his moral govemment. 
NoTy thus considered, are its commands burden- 
some) or its yoke galling, to the real christian. He 
approves of it; he deHghtM in it^ after the inward 
man. For, as a friend and a guide, it points out 
the waj in which he is to manifest his thankfulness 
to God for all his i&ivours ; and the new disposition 
he received in regeneration, from his Law-lulfillert 
inclines him to pay it the most sincere and uninter» 
rupted regards. The obedience he now perlbrma 
is in nevme»B <^ sfiirii^ mnd nt in ihe oldne99 ^ tkt 
letter. 

Should any pretenders to holiness^ the genuine 
offspring of the ancient Pharisees, object^ that ^y 
/aith we make void the -/awy our answer is ready^—* 
G od for bid J Yea^ ratlier, we CMt^bH^h the la^j both 
by the doctrine imd the principle of faith. By the 
doctrine of faith. Because we teach, that there la 
no salvation for any of the children of men, without 
a perfect fulfilment of all its righteous demattda^^i-* 
This, though impossible to a £llen enfeebled crea- 
ture, was punctually pei^rmed by Messiah the si^re* 
ty ; which) being placed to the account of a believ- 
ing sinner^ renders him completely righteous. Thus 
the law, so &r from being made vom, is htmoured- 
—is magnified, and that to the highest degree.^-* 
The obedience performed to the preceptive part of 
the law, by a (Uvine Redeemer ; and the sufferinga 
of an incarnate Gfrod on the Cross, in conformity to 
its penal sanction $ more highly hontrur it, than all 
the obedience ifhich an absoluteLy innocent rafce of 
creatures t#uM ever have yielded^ than all iJie 

9 
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suferingSf which the many millions of the damned* 
can endure to eternity. By the fiHncifilc of fuitb. 
For as it purifies the heart from an evil conscience, 
through the application of atoning blood ; so it works 
by loTe— love to God, his people, and his cause, in 
some degree conformable to the law, as the rule of 
righteousness. Hence it is that tho$e who believe, 
are said to be 9anct\fied by that, faith which i$ in Jc* 
9U9, If any one therefore pretend to believe in Christ, 
to love his name, and to enjoy communion with him, 
who dpes not pay an habitual regard to his com- 
mands ; he ia a Uar^ and the truth it not in him. For 
our Lord says, If a man love mcy he will keep, my , 
wordMi, He informs us also, that the reason why any 
one does not. keefi hia aayingay is because he doea not 
love tiim^ whatever he may profess to the contrary. 
That is no love, which is not productive of obedience, 
which springs not from love.. Pretensions to love, 
without obedience, are glaring hypocrisy : and obe- 
dience, without love, is mere- slavery.. 

The great and heavenly blessing of sasctifi cation 
is the fruit of our union with Christ. In virtue of 
that union which subsists between Christ as the 
head, and the church as his mystical body, the cho- 
sen of God become subjects of regenerating grace, 
and are possessed of the Holy Spirit. According 
to those emphatical and instructive words : Without 
me J without vital union with me, similar to that of 
a living branch, to a flourishing vine ; ye can do no^ 
things that is truly good and acceptable in the sightof 
God. It is by the Spirit of truth and the word of 
grace, that any sinner is or can be sanctified.-^As it 
is written, Ye have Jiurified your aoulsin obeying the 
truths through the Spirit, Hence we read, of the 
$ttntt^ficati%n <^the Spirit ; of the hoUneaa of truth : 
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and, of being Banct{fied by the truth.^^-'l&y eomparing 
these passages together, it is evident that the divine 
Spirit employs evangelical truth as tht appointed in- 
strument^ in producing that holiness in the heart and 
life of a christian, which is included in the blessing, 
and signified by the term, sanctification. For this 
reason it is that our great Intercessor prays, <S*affc/f- 
fy them through thy truths thy word U truth: and 
aisertb, Ye are clean through the vford which I have 
$fioken unto you.f 

The truth of the gospel is that mirror in which we 
behold the gracious designs of God respecting us g 
the all-sufficiency of Christ, and his finished work 
wrought out for the guilty. Beholding, a* in a glaw^ 
the glory of the Lord ; we are changed into the sanit 
image, from glory to glory ^ even a« by the Sfiirit qfthe 
Z.ord.'^AB the countenance of Moses, after his femi- 
Har converse with Jehovah, shone with such dazslinr 
radiance that the chosen tribes could not steadily be- 
hold it ; so the believer, viewing the King of glory io 
his matchless beauty, derives a likeness to the glorioUi 
object of his views and his love. For, the more frt* 
quentty he beholds him, the more fully he knows His 
perfections, of which his holiness is the ornament. 
The more he knows them, the more ardently he loves 
them. The more he l6ves them, the more he desires 
a conformity i«^them ; for love aspires after a likeness 
to the beloved. The more he loves the transcend- 
ently amiable God, the more frequently, attentivelf , 
and delightfully will he behold him. Thus he ob- 
tainti, by every fresh view, a new feature of Jehovah's 
glorious image4 Hence it appears, that our adyal^c- 

* 1 Pet. i. 2. 2 Thess. si. 13. Kph. iv. 24. J<dm ivIL 19. 
t John xvii. 17. and xv. 3. % Witiii O Eton, Fmd. L. 
III. C. xii. |lll. - 
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es in true holiness will always keep pace with our 
views of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
Or, in other words, that a life of holiness to the ho- 
nour of Christ, as our King and our €»od ; wilh always 
bear an exact proportion to a tiie of faith upon hinis 
as our Surety and our Saviour. 

As the word of grace is the proper warrant and 
ground of &ith, the more clear our conceptions are 
concerning its truth and certainty, the more firmly 
shall we confide in it : consequently, the fruits of hoH 
liness will more abundantly adorn our coorersatlon. 
For the gospel drin^M forth fruit in all them that kn^m 
it in truth : and it is by the exceeding^ great and fire» 
ciouM promises contained in it, that we are made /rar- 
taker9 ^f a divine nature. Hence the gospel is com«- 
pared, by an infallible author, to a mould into which 
melted metals are cast ; from which they receive their 
form and take their impression. God be thanked thai 
ye were the servants ofnn ; but ye have obeyed from 
(he heart that tyfie of doctrine^ into which ye were de^ 
liver ed,* As the gospel of peace is the doctrine here 
designed, and as it is according to godliness ; so 
those that receive impressions from it, must, in pro- 
portion to its heavenly influence, have their tempers 
and conduct conformed to the law of God as the rule 
of righteousness. Thus the truth becomes effectuaif 
through the agency of the Holy Spirit, to produce 
that purity of heart which is the health of the soul ; 
and those good works which are the only ornament 
of a christian profession. 

As all the ordinances of grace are calculated to in- 
crease our knowledge and love of Christ; so they are 
adapted to promote the work of sanctifi cation. Whe- 
ther, therefore, they be those of the closet or of the 

^ Rem. Ti. 17. So the drisiaal readt. 
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ikniily ; whether public or private ; they oughtf by 
ail means, to be conscientiously observed, by all who 
profess themselves . the disciples of the holy Jesus. 
All that attend upon them in faith, shall certainly 
find them the happy m.eans of promoting their know- 
ledge of the true God, their growth in grace, and 
their advancement in real holiness. 

We may now consider the principal motives that 
.are used in the book of God, to stir up the minds of 
■believers to seek a larger enjoyment of sanctiiicatioDy 
and to abound in every good work. These motives 
-are various, yet all evangelical. Believers are ex- 
jiorted to obedience, from the consideration of their 
distinguishing characters, as the elect qf God^ and a 
fiecuUar /^eo/i/^.*—> The /lurchaae which Christ has 
made of his chosen, and the unequalled/kr/ce which he 
paid for their deliverance, afford a charming, a con- 
straining motive, to be holy in all manner of conver- 
sation. The price with which they were bought, be- 
ing nothing less than the infinitely precious blood of 
Jesus, our incarnate God ; a remembrance of it should 
kindle in their hearts the most fervent glow of hea- 
venly gratitude, and elevate them to a pitch of seraph- 
ic devotion ; and this more especially, when they re- 
flect on that abject slavery and miserable state, in 
which they were viewed by the Lord Redeemer, when 
he undertook their cause, and gave his very life a 
ransom for them. In the sufferings of .Christ on the 
cross, we behold his tenderest compassion to perish- 
ing souls ;, his intense regard to the rights of his Fa- 
ther's violated law ; and the concern he had for the 
honour of his divine government. Considerations 
these, most happily calculated to mortify our lusts 
and quicken our graces; to make us loath sin and 
K>ve the law, as being holy^ andju9t, and good, 

* Cel. iu. 12, 13, 14. 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
S3 
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Here we see the tenderest compassloTi to our pe« 
rishing souls, expressed in a way superior to all the 
power of language; superior to all finite concept 
tion. This be expressed— be astonished, ye iniui* 
bitants of the heayenly world ! while all the redeem* 
ed of the Lord are transported with holy woodery 
and filled with adoring gratitude I— This he ex* 
pressed in tears and cties, in groans and blood. 
Consider him, O believer, loaded with reproaches 
by his enemies, deserted by his friends, and fbrsak* 
en even by his God— <}onsider him in these cir- 
cumstances of unparalleled woe, and see whether 
it will not fire your heart with holy seal, and arm 
your bands with an heavenly resolution, to crucify 
every lust, to mortify every vile affection. Did 
HAmrxBAL, by the command of his father, swear 
at the altar, to maintain an irreconcilable enmity 
against' the Romans? So should the Chrisciaii> 
when standing as it were at the foot of the cro8% 
and beholding the sufferings of his dying Saviour, 
swear to maintain a perpetual opposition against 
every lust and every sin. Here he will form his 
firmest resolves, to enter into no alliance, to adhnk 
of no truce, with those enemies of his soul and 
murderers of his Lord. Such a consideration, set 
home by the blessed Spirit, will be instead of a 
^ousand arguments to persuade, instead of a thou* 
^sand incentives to prompt, to cheerful obedience^ 
So struck was Paul with a view of this astontshing 
love, and the righteous claim which Jesus has to 
isvery heart, that he accounted a want of love to 
him the highest pitch of ingradtude and wicked- 
ness ; and boldly pronounced the state of such to be 
accursed to the last degree.* 
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Here we behold the Redeemer's love to his Fa- 
ther's law, and the superlative regard that he had to 
the honour of his divine government. For though 
he was determined that the rebels should be saved 
from deserved destruction ; jret rather than the 
least reflection should ever be cast on the violated 
law as though its precepts were unreasonable, or 
its penalty cruel ; he Himself would obey, he Him- 
self would bleed. By which procedure he declared, 
in the most emphatical manner, that the law, in its 
precepts, is entirely hely and good ; and, in its 
penal sanction, perfectly just. And at the same time 
he demonstrated, how justly those who die under 
its curse, are punished with everlasting destruction. 
Reflect upon this, believer, and see whether it will 
not prove a noble incentive to labour and strive alter 
a more perfect conformity to its holy precepts, in all 
your tempers, words, and actions ; in all that you 
are, and in all that you do. Then you will see, 
that as the Lord, out of love to your soul and. In hon- 
our to the law, refused not to die the most infiunous 
death for your salvation.; you are laid under the 
strongest obligations to love his name, and reverence 
the law ; to confide in his atonement, and imitate his 
example. 

When the christian considem that his whole per« 
son is the object of redeeming love, and, the pur- 
chase of Imnftanuel's blood ; when be reflects, that 
the end intended by this purchase is, that he should 
serve the JLord without fear in holiness and righteous* 
neas all the days qf his Ufti and that he should live 
to Him who died/or him and rose agmn : beholding 
such a deliverence, by such stupendous means, and 
for such a glorious end ; he wiU exclaim with Ezra, 
on an infinitely less important occasion ; Seeing thai 
tkony our Godf hast given us such deliverence as tbisy 
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thouid we again break thy eommandmentM ? The 
heurt that is not moved, by such considerations as 
these, to love the Redeemer and to glorify his name, 
is harder than stone, and colder than tee ; i& eatire- 
ly destitute of every^ grateful feeling.^— Were betier- 
ers more fully acquainted with the love of a dying 
Saviour, and the infinite efficacy of his atoning blood ; 
their dependence on him would be more steady, and 
•their love to him would be more fenrent. And were 
this the case, how patient would they be under ail 
their afflictions ; how thankful in all their enjoyments; 
how ardent in all their devotions ; how holy in att 
their conversation ; how useful in all their beaviour 1 
Yea, how peaceful, how joyful, in the prospect of 
death and a future world ! Then would their lives be 
happy indeed — The purchase made by the holy One 
of God is therefore a noble, a constraining motive to 
holiness of life. 

Their calling is another consideration used to the 
same purpose. As He who hath called you tt hoiy^ao 
be ye holy in all manner of conversation. The cbris* 
tian should often meditate on the nature and excel- 
lence of his high, holy, heavenly calling. Being call- 
ed by grace, he is translated out ofdarkne^B into mar' 
vellous light ; and from under the fiower of darkneM^^ 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Out of a state 
of wrath, and of alienation from God, he is brought in- 
to a state of peace, and ofcommuhion with him. Now^ 
the very end of his calling is, that he might be holy : 
that he might show fotth the praises c^ his infinite 
Benefactor here below, aud finally attain his glory, in 
the upper world. — How great the blessing itself I 
How gracious, how glorious the design of God in be- 
stowing it ! The remembrance of this must necessa- 
rily have a tendency to holiness, in every heart that 
is in the least acquainted with it. 
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The mtrciee of God in general, and in«re ptrticu- 
larly that special mercy manifested in the free pardon 
ef all their sins, and the everlasting justification of 
their persons, constitute the noblest attractive of the 
heart.*— -An attractive of sovereign efficacy, to dravr 
Ibrth all the powers of their souls, in a way of cheef* 
ful ohedience to the ever-merciful God. That/br- 
giveneMB vfhich is vith our Sovereign, and the mani- 
festation of it; &r from being an incentive to vice, 
causes them to fear and reverence, to love and adore 
him.o*«The state of believers, as not being under the 
Isfir, is considered and improved to the same excel- 
l^t purpose. Sin shall not have dominion over you. 
On what is this positive assertion grounded I Is it 
because they are bound to obedience, on pain of in- 
curring the curse of a righteous law ; or the dread- 
ful peril of suffering eternal ruin I Far from it. The 
leason assigned, which ought ever to be remember- 
ed, is ; For ye are not under the iawj but under 
graee.^ Here grace is described as having dominion. 
Here g^ace reigns. Thiiv consideration tlie apostle 
applies, as a powerful motive to holy obedience. 

The^/tia^ relation in which believers stand to God, 
and their hope of life eternal, constitute another mo- 
tive to answer the same important exid.^ The inspir- 
ed writers frequently take notice of that sublime re- 
lation txk remind them of the dignity and privileges 
attending it, and to promote a suitable conduct. And, 
svrely, the children of God should act from^ nobler 
principles, and have more elevattd views, than tlie 
slaves of sensuality and the servants of sin. A con- 
sideration of their heavenly birth, their honourable 
character, and infinite inheriunce, must animate: 
them to walk as becomes the citizens of the New-Je- 

* Rom. su.4. f Ron. vi. 14. t Eph. v. T. PbU. ii. lA. 



r^ 



- -vT^fTje-iS^ 



210 OF 0&i.CS, AS IT AEIOm 

rusaleniy and the expectants •£ an eternal crown.-^ 
The iiidwtlling of the Holy Spiriti together with the 
safety and comfort of hulievers, which in Tarioua re** 
speqts aiise Irom it ; are considered and urg^d for 
their advancement in holiness.* For the absolute ne^ 
cessity of his abiding presence with the people of 
Gody is no small inducement not to grieve the sacred 
inhabitant, by a loose and cart^lcss conversation. 

The firomuesy which are all yea and amenin ChrUU 
Jesus ; those exceeding great and precious^promiseti 
which relate boih to tliis world and that which is to 
come ; ai'e improved, as a further motive, to kiditc)!^ 
the children of God to press forward after all hoU- 
ness of heart and lifc.f The apostle Peter, as befors 
observed, considering their tendency and desig^ 
scruples not to affirm, that it is Sy them ; by their io» 
fiuence on the soul, that we are made /lartakers of m 
divine nature.^ These glorious promises are greal^ 
as the heart of man can conceive, great as JehoYsk 
himself can make. -*. 

The consideration of those chastisements wUb 
which the Lord, as a father, corrects his children^ 
when remiss in their duty, and negligent in theprac* 
tice of good Works ; is another motive to stir them 
up to follow after holiness, and to make theix^ watch- 
ful against the incursions of temptation.^ I said, 
with which the Lord as a father chastises i not 
punishes. For it is the property and business of a 
tender father to correct his children, when disobe- 
dient ; but of a Judge and of an executioner, -to 
•pronounce a person worthy of punishment and . to 
inflict it, which, in the proper sense of /lunishmentt. 
makes no part of the divine conduct toward the 

♦ 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. Eph. it. 30. f 2 Pet. i. 4. 2 Cor. 
yil 1. t 2 Pet. i. 4. ' } Psal. Ixxiix. 30, 31, 32. 
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keirs of glory. When their heavenly Father chas- 
tises theni) it is not merely to demonstrate *his own 
sovereignty, but to correct for lau Its committed ; tind 
that, not in wrath, but in love. Yea, he docs it be- 
cause he loves them, in order to make thtm pariak' 
ers of hi% holinestf and that they may not be ecndemn^ 
ed with the world** This being the design of God 
in chastising his people, and the severest chastise- 
ments being a fruit of his paternal care ; though the 
means be grievous, yet they are salutary, and the end 
is glorious. Correct them he will, but not disinherit 
them. He will make them smart for their folly, but 
he will not abandon- them to ruin. According to that 
declaration; If his children foraake my law^and walk 
not in my judgments ; if they break my etatutesyand 
kee/i not my commandments i then will I visit their 
transgressions with a rod^ and their iniquity with 
strifies, J^everthele^s^ my loving kindness will I not 
utterly take from him^ nor svffer my faithfulness to 
fail.\ As the Lord corrects his children, whfen diso- 
bedient ; so he reveals more of his love to them, when 
they walk steadily in the paths of duty. Such as 
maintain the closest communion with him, and 
most punctually obey his commands, have reason 
to expect richer manifestations of his love ; to live 
more under the smiles of his countenanee ; and, 
consequently, to be miore joyful in their pilgrimage 
here on earth, having larger foretastes ojf future 
glory.' While those- of his people that backslide 
more frequently, and are not so careful to perform 
his will; come oftener under hi^ correcting hand, 
and their comfortable communion with him is more 
interrupted. 

• ■ 

* Heb. xir. 5—11. 1 Cor. xi. 32. t Tsal. Ixtxii. 30, 

an 32,33. 
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This motiTe, it mvtt be confessed, is of a less gt^ 
nerous kind than those before mentioned. Not- 
withstanding) in the present imperfect state, it hM 
its use. Nor is it destitute of holy love. For 
though the redeemed of the Lord fear the frowns 
of their Father's face, and the iashes of ius correct- 
ing rod ; yet thejr do not live under the slarish ap^ 
prehensions of eternal wrath, nor are they kept in 
the waj of dul^, by the tormenting fears t>f that 
awful punishment. Though they may justly expect 
more copious manifestaiions of their Father's love» 
when they walk in obedience to him ; yet they do 
not obey to obtain life, or to gain a right of inherit* 
ance. No, thej are already heirs* They are not 
only servants, but sons^ and are possessed of a filial 
affection for him who has begotten them to a lively 
hope. — ^Though the motive therefore be' not so freoy 
and pCire, and noble, at> those before mentionedt 
which are taken from blessings already conferred; 
yet it savours of love to God, and has a regard to 
his glory. The obedience performed under its in*- 
fluence, is of a different kind from all the duties of 
the most zealous moralist, that is unacquainted with 
salvation by grace. It must, however, be graatedy 
that the more pure our views are to the glory ci 
God, the more perfect is our obedience, and the 
more acceptable in the sight of our heavenly Father. 
Yet, far be it that we should indulge the thought of 
our duties, when performed to the utmost of our 
ability, bemg accepted of God for their own sake I 
The acceptance with which they meet at the hand 
of God, is not because they are perfect, or we wor* 
thy; but in consequence of our union with Christ* 
and the justification of our persons in him. These 
duties, being the fruits of holiness, are produced in 
virtue of our union with Him ; are considered as 
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evidences of that union, and accepted through Him 
as our great high priest in the heavenly sanctury-— 
Accepted, not to the justification of our persons, 
but as a testimony of our love and gratitude, and of 
our concern for the giory of God. 

That these are all the motives to obedience, with 
\vhich the scriptures fui*nish believers, and which 
they are bound to keep in their view, I am far from 
supposing ; blit they, I conceive, are some of the 
principal. If, therefore, these have their proper in* 
flucnce upon them, they will be neither idle^ nor un- 
fruitfuly in the knowlcdf^e of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

It is evident, from the ibregoing paragraphs, tliat 
sanctification is an important part of that salvation 
and biessednMs, which are promised to the people of 
God, and provided for them. Let the reader, there- 
fore, be careful to look upon h, and seek after it, 
under its true character. Be diligent in the pursuit 
of holiness, not as the condition of yo\ir justiGcation ; 
but as the brightest ornament of a rational nature, 
as the image of the blessed God, and as that by 
which you bring the highest honour to his name. 
In this the perfection of ^our intellectual powers con- 
-sists, and evef lasting glory is its genuine result. 
The children of God should always remember that, 
though lioliness and gOod works give them no 
atle to life ; for that is the prei*ogative royal of di- 
vine grace, through the Mediator's work ; yet an 
higher, and still higber degree of holiness, is to be 
sought with all assiduity. It being their proper bu- 
siness, as well as their great blessing, while they 
walk in Christ the way ; to evidence, by holiness and 
good works, that they are in him, and so free from 
all condemnation. 

It also appears, that as no bbdience is acceptable 
to God, except it proceed from a principle of love 

T 
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to his name, and he performed with a view to his 
jlory $ and as no man is possessed of that heavenly 
principle, or capable of acting for that exalted end, 
but the true believer, or the justified person ; so it 
must be very proposterous, .and entirely unavailing, 
to exhort ftinneis to do this or the other good work, 
in order to gain an interest in Christ ^ or as prepa- 
ratory to justification by him. For an interest in 
Christ, is not acquired by the sinner, but freely be- 
stowed of God ; and is a primary fruit of eternal, 
distinguishing love. Nor are the best works of ah 
unbeliever, any other than splendid faults ; neither* 
spiritually good in themselves, nor acceptable to 
Him that searches the heart. Till we receive the 
atonement which is by Christ, and that forgiveness 
which is with Jehovah ; all our duties arise from a 
slavish principle, and are directed to a selfish end. 
" Without this, all that you do,** says Dr. Owen, 
w however it may please your minds, or ease your 
consciences, is not at all accepted with God — You 
run, it may be, earnestly ; but you inin out of the 
way : you strive, but not lawfully, and shall never 
receive the crown— True gospel obedience is the 
fruit of the faith of forgiveness. Whatever you do 
without it, is but a building without a foundation ; 
a castle in the air. You may see th« order of gospel 
obedience, Eph. ii. 7 — 10. The foundation must be 
^^id in grace ; riches of grace by Christ, in the free 
pardon and forgiveness of sin. From hence must 
the work^of obedience proceed if you would have 
them to be of^God's appointment, or find acceptance 
with him."* 

Hence it is evident, that as it is the gospel of 
reigning grace, under the agency of the divine Spi- 

* On th« him^ed aidThh-ticth Psalm, p. 266, 267. 
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rit, which produces true holiness in Ihe heart, and 
furnishes the christian with such excellent motives 
to abound in obedience ; this glorious truth is ab- 
solutely necessary to reform the world — Necessary 
to be known, experimentally known, that we may 
please God, or answer any valuable purposes in u 
holy conversation. For the gospel only can furnish 
us with such principles and motives to obedience, 
as will cause us to take delight in it. When we know 
the truth, as it is in Jesus ; then, and not till then, the 
"ways of •wisdom will be ways of pleasantness. Then 
faith vyill wopk by love to God and our neighbour. 

Be it your concern, believer, to keep in view the 
many inducements to holiness, with which the book 
of God abounds and urge» upon you. Always con- 
sidering it as your indespensable duty and proper 
business, to glorify God by an holy, heavenly, use- 
ful conversation. Remember, you are not your own: 
you arc bQ2iglit CSV^ arrive i^ your whole persoa Ia 
the Lord*s. As nothing is a more powerful persua- 
sive to holiness, than a consideration of the love of 
Christ and the glory of God, that are manifested m 
the atonement made on the cross ; let that be the 
subject of your frequent meditation. For the cross 
and the work finished uuoji it,^ exhibit the brightest 
view of the divine perfections. Endeavour, then, 
to obtain clearer views of Jehovah's glory, and of 
your reconciliation to him by Jesus Christ ; aiid you 
will have a greater abhorrence of all sin, and be 
more abased in your own eyes. Contemplate the 
bitter sufferings which Jesus underwent, not only 
for your good, but in your stead j and you will be 
pained at the heart on account of your past trans- 
gressions and present corruptions.* The more you 
become acquainted with that divine philanthropy^ 

* Zeob.iii. 10* 
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which was manifested in the cederoplibn of yotii 
loul from the pit of destruction ; the more wiii it 
constrain you to love, to adore, and to glorify Uk 
Lord Redeemer.* For as the lore of God mauifest*^ 
cd in Christ, proclaimed in the gospel, aitd experi-*- 
tpced by faith, is that which first fixes our affections 
•n him ; so the more we view it, the more will ouc 
love be heightened. And as love to God is the only 
principle ol trqe obedience, the more it is heightei^- 
•d, the more will it influence oi|r minds and conduct 
in all respects. Thi^s grace, that very grace whick 
provided, reveals» and applies the blessings of sal- 
vation, is the master which teaches, is the motive 
which induces, apd the sovereign which sweetly con-^ 
stndns 9^ believer to deny himself|. and to walk in the 
ways of holiness.f 



CHAP. IX. 

Concerning'^ thfi J^^^cesaiiy and Usefulness of HoU* 

nessy and of Good Work^, 



H. 



AVING considered the nature of sanctification;, 
the character and state of those happy souls who en- 
joy the blessings ; the way in. which they come to 
possess it ; and ^he many cogent motives to eng^t^;^ 
bejievers in the pursuit of holiness, and in the prac- 
tice of true virtue ; I shaU now proceed to show the 
necessity of holiness, and the various important pur- 
poses whrch are answered by the peiibrmance of 
good works. 

Love to God, being by regeneration implanted 
in the heart of a sinner, he is fitted for spiritual com* 

•2 Cor. v. 14. tTlt. u, 11,1?. 




OJT tfOJLfli£S» AKB GOOD WOAXS. 21f 

manion with the great Object of all religious wor- 
ship, in his ordinances, and with his people in the 
church below ; and for a more perfect communion 
with Him in the world of glory. In this fellowship 
with the Father, and witli his Son Jesus Christ, with- 
which believers are indulged in the present state ; 
and in that more intimate fellowship with God, en- 
joyed by the spirits of the just made perfect above,. 
true happiness, both in time and in eternity, consists. 
But the unsanctified soul is absolutely incapable of 
such re&ned pleasures. There must be a spiritual 
discernment, and a heavenly taste, be fore things of 
this kind can be either enjo/ed or desired. For while 
a man continues in his natural state, at enmity with 
God and in love with sin ; he neither has, nor can 
have any real pleasure in approaching, his Maker. 
Two canJiot toalk together exccfit they be agreed^ 
Hence it is that our Lord, says ; Except a man be 
born againy he CASHOft are the kingdom qf God, WitlL 
whom the apostle agiees, when he asserts, Without 
holiness no man shall see the JLord, 

That holiness which the scripture so expressly 
requires in order to the enjoyment of God, is pos- 
sessed by every one that is born fi'om above, and in 
a justified state. Love to God being the grand 
principle of holiness, and the source of all accepta- 
ble obedience ; none can enjoy it and not be possess- 
ed, in some degree, o£ real holiness. Nay we majr 
venture to assert, that whoever loves the infinitely. 
Amiable, is possessed of all that holiness, in the. 
principle, that shall at any time flourish and adorn 
his future conversation, or that shall shine in him to 
:ill eternity. Such an one therefore, must not only, 
have a title to heaven, but also be in a state of prepa* 
sation for it. 

T 2 
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Some professors, who espouse the notion of unless 
perfection, and look upon themselves as uncommon 
friends to the mterests of holiness ; talk, indeed^ of 
persons being in a regenerate and justified stat^ 
while they are yet un sanctified. ^ Consequently, quite 
incapable of having communion with God, in his or'i^ 
dinances here ; entirely unfit for the sublime enjoy- 
ments of thp i^e^vetily world hereafter, and therefore, 
if they Itsave the present state in such a situation^ 
everlasting misery must be thexr portion. But as the 
doctrine of sinless perfection in this life, is it bold 
opposition to the testimony of God, and contrary tc|. 
all christian experience ; so this imagination is equal* 
ly false and uncomfortable. For, either they mean 
the same things by the terms, regenerate Kadjuatifi" 
cdy which the scripture does, or they do not. If not, 
what they say is nothing at all to the p\|rpose ; ai^il 
thcrefbre unworthy of a moment's regard, whatever 
may be their meaning. But if, by these expressions, 
they intend the same things which, the Holy Spirit 
does, in the volume of infallibility ; then it is evident, 
IKim the tenour of divine revelation, that they labour 
under a great mistake. For what is intended by the 
juatijication of a sinner, but that the eternal liidge 
pronounces him righteous according to law, and freed 
fVom every charge ^ What is implied in the regene^ 
ration of a sinner, but a communication of spiritual 
life, and the restoration of the image of God ih man f 
Now is it possible that a person should be regenerate 
cd and justified ; that he should stand clear m the eye 
of the law, ai)d be viewed by omniscience as possess^-, 
cd of spirittial life, and as bearing his Milker's im- 
age : yrhiit he is yet unsanctified, and quite unfit (or. 
fh>ry ? There is no such flaw in the blessing of justi-. 
cation, nor any such imperfection in the state of ft 
regenerate person, as to leave him at 9ucb a disUuncA 
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from the eternal inheritance. We are not} in order 
of time, first renewed by the Spirit of truth, and jus*, 
tjified b^ an, imi>uted righteousness, in virtue of 
which we ai:e entitled to glory ; while yet we remain 
entirely destitute of holiness, or a capacity of enjoy- 
ing eteiTial bliss, for which we must labour and strive 
in hope to attain it at some future period. For^, be- 
ing freed from, the curse, and entitled to blessedness, 
we are the members. of Christ ; in a new state, and 
live a new life-^Possessed both of a right to glory, 
and of a i>regaration for it; at th$ satne timj^v though, 
not by the same means. 

As holiness, of Keart is absolutely, necessary tOr 
communion with God, and to the enjoyment of him ;; 
so holiness of conduct, or an external conformity 
to , the div.ine rev.ealed will, is. highly useful, and 
^swers various important purposes in the christian 
hfc ; the principal of w.luch I would now consider^ 
•^•vBy obedience to the cominands. of God, we evi- 
dence the sincerity of our holy profession. By thii. 
our faith is declared genuine before men ; who have 
no other way to conclude that it is unfeigned, but 
by our works. Whoever pretends to believe in 
Jesus, and i^ not hal)itually cajTcful to perform good 
works ;. hi3 failh is worthless, baiTcn,' dead-^By i^ 
good conversation, in vi^hich our light shi(ies. before 
men; we edify our brethri^, silence opposers, and. 
preserve the gospel i^m those reproaches which 
would otherwise \e cast upon it,.as.if it were a li- 
centious doctrine. An ei(^mp]|iry conduct in chris*. 
tian professors, has often be^n own^d of God and 
made happily useful, by convincing the ignorant, 
and Uf removing their prejudices against the truth; 
so as to make them. Impartial inquirers after it, andL 
Arequently of winning them oyjB.r to an approbatioxi 
QtiUm^ walking in the paths of duty, we express. 
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our gratitude to God for his benefits, and also glo- 
rify his holy name ; which is the great end of all 
obedience. 

The works of faith and labours of love which 
believers porforin, will be remembered by Jesus 
the Judge, at the last and great day of accounts t 
those especially that are done to the poor, despised 
members of Christ, and for his sake. These will 
be mentioned, at that awful time, as fruits and evi- 
dences of theii* union with Christ, and of their love 
U>him. They will distinguish real christians front 
open profligates and mere formalists ;. from all that 
were punctual in the performance of a round of du* 
ties, that cost them nothing ; which raised theip 
character among men, and exposed them to no 
shame, nor sufl'ering ;. but excedingly backward to 
part with their unrighteous Mammom for the sup- 
port of the cause of God, or to assist the poor and 
the persecuted members of Christ. — These are the 
principal of those npceaaary lue^y for which goo£ 
works are to be maintained* . 

It is, notwithstanding, carefully to be observed ;. 
That neither our external obedience, nor inherent 
holiness, constitutes any part of that righteousness- 
by which we are justified. Neither the one nor 
the other^ is eitlier the cause, or the condition, of 
our acceptance with. God. For,^ as before observ* 
cd) that righteousness by which we are justified}, 
must be absolutely perfect. But our personal obe- 
dience is greatly defective, even in the best of men. 
and in their most advanced state, while in the pre-- 
sent life. So that if God were to enter into judg- 
ment with us, on the ground of our own holiness 
or duties, none of us could stand in the avrful trial. 
Our holiest dispositions would be found fio* short 
Qtil that porfcction which tlie law requires ^ and our. 
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best duties could cot answer for themselvcsy muclk 
less atone for our transgressions. Ml our righteouM'*^ 
ness are as Jilthy rag* ; and we have need of a high, 
priest to bear the iniquity ^ aur holy thiug%. For 
who among mortals dare say to the omniscieBt God :. 
M Search and try this, or the other dutyi performed 
by me ; thou shalt not, on the strictest examina- 
tion, find any defilement cleaving to it, nor anv 
sinful defect attending it ?'" Who dare add ; ^ I 
am willing to risk my soul's eternal salvation om 
its absolute perfection, after such an exact ftcrutin|r 
made V* The boldest heart must very much trem- 
ble at such a thought ^ nor dare the most upright 
make the solemn appeal, or venture his immortal all 
•n such a foundation. 

Hence the great teacher of the Gentiles, wha 
was a most emment saint, notwithstanding all his. 
extraordinary gifts, his beneficent labours, ex«m« 
plary conduct) and painful sufferings^ for the cause 
of truth and the honour of his divine master ; ut* 
terly disclaimed all pretensions to p^^rsonal wqrthi? 
ness. ' For, when taking a prospect of the, awful* 
tribunal, he earnestly desired to be foundin Christ i 
not- having his own righteousness^ tphich vhis of the 
lawj consisting in his own holiness and righteous- 
deeds ; but that which is through the faith qf Christy 
even the righeousness which is of God by faith* 
This obedience, and this only, can support our hope 
and comfort our hearts, when we think of standing 
before him. who <t a consuming f re. That righteous- 
ness which was wrought out before we had a beings 
is the only ground of a full discharge before our 
final Judge ; and being so, is the source of*- all our 
comfort and all our joy, as to that grand affair.. 
If any person therefore solicitously inquire, Hbw 
shall I appear before m; Maker ? the answer i8> IXu 



the obedience of Christ, which is perfect in itselfj 
and entirely free for the guilty.. But if the inquiry 
be, How shall I express my thankfulness to God 
for his benefits and glorify his name ? then the an- 
swer evidently is, By living in conformity to his re- 
vealed will ; and by devoting yourself, all that you 
are, and all that you have, to his honour and service. 
Thus provision is made, in the covenant of grace, 
for the believer's peace and joy, by a direct view of 
the finished work of Christ ; and for the exercise of 
every virtue, the performance of every duty, whe- 
ther it be religious, or moral ; and all for the noblest 
end, even the glory of God. 

Hence it is manifest, that though our good works 
are of no consideration at all, in the article of Jus- 
tification, or in obtaining a title to life ; yet, on many 
other accounts, they are highly necessary ; and it 
is an affair of the last importance, to be rightly ac- 
quainted with the proper uses of good works. Oth- 
erwise, we shall inevitably run into one of those op- 
posite and fatal extremes, Arminian legality, or An- 
rn'???i»i^:! licentiousness. The former will wound 
<^ur peace, infringe on the honours of grace, and ex- 
alt self. The latter will turn the grace of God into 
wantonness, harden the conscience, and render us. 
worse than infidels avowed. We should therefore, 
be exceedingly careful rightly to to distinguish, be- 
tween the foundation of our acceptance with God, 
and that super-struc ture of practical godliness which 
must be raised upon it. 

Let us once more hear the judicious Dr. Owbn» 
Speaking to this point he says ; << Our foundation 
ill dealing with God, is Christ alone ; mere grace 
and pardon in him. Our building is in and by ho- 
Tmess and obedience, as the fruits of that faith by 
which we have received the atonement. And great 
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mistakes there are in this ro&tter, which hring 
great entanglements on the souls of men. Some 
are all their days laying of the foundation, and 
are never ahle to build upon it to any comfort to 
themselves, or usefulness to others. And the rea- 
son is, because they will be mixing with the foun- 
dation, stones that are fit only for the following 
building. They will be bringing their obedience^ 
duties, mortification of sin, and the like, unto the 
foundation. These are precious stones to build 
with, but unmeet to be first laid to bear upon them 
the whole weight of the building. The foundation 
is to be laid, as was said, in mere grace, mercyi 
pardon in tiie blood of Christ. This the soul is 
to accept of, and to rest in, merely as it is grace s 
without the consideration of any thing in itself, but 
that it is sinful and obnoxious unto ruin. This it 
finds a difficulty in, and would glady have some- 
thing of its own to mix with it : it cannot tell how 
to fix these foundation-stones, without some cement 
of its own endeavours and duty. And because 
these things will not mix, they spend a fruitless la- 
bour about it all their days — But if the foundation 
be of grace, it is not ali of works; for otherwise 
grace is no more grace^ If any thing of our own be 
mixed with grace in this matier, it utterly destroys 
the nature of graccy which if it be not alone, it is 
not at all. 

<' But doth not this tend to licentiousness ? Doth 
not this render obedience, holiness, duties, morti- 
fication of sin, and good works, needless I God. 
forbid I Yea, this is the only way to order them 
aright unto the glory of God. Have we nothing 
to do bui to h.y the foundation \ Yes, all our days 
we are to build upon ii, when it is surely and firm- 
ly laid. And these arc the mefins and ways of our 
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ediHcation. This then is the toiil to do, who would 
come to peace and settlement. Let it let go all 
former endeavours, if it liad been engaged in any of 
that kind. And let it alone receive, admit of, and 
adhere to mere grace, mercy, and pardon, with a full 
sense that in itself it hath nothing for which it 
should have an iifterest in them ; but that all is ot* 
mere grace tliough ^esus Christ^-*O^Afr /bundaticn 
tan no man lay — Depart not hence until this work 
be well oyer. Surcease not an earnest endeavour 
with your own hearts, to acquiesce in the righteous- 
ness of God, and to bring your souls into a comfort- 
able persuasion that God, for Christ's sake, hath 
freely forgiven you all your sins. Stir not hence un- 
til this be effected. If you have bee^ engaged in 
any other way ; that is, to seek for the pardon of 
sin by some endeavours of your own i it is not un- 
likely but that you are filled with the fruit of your 
own doings ; that is, that you go on with all' kinds 
of uncertainties, and without any kind of constant 
peace. Return then af^ain hither. Bring this 
foundation werk to a blessed issue in the blood 
of Chri-st i and when that is done, up and be do* 
mg/ • 

It is greatly to be fewed, that the distinclion sO 
judiciously pointed out in the preceding quotation, 
is but little known or considered, even by m'^ny 
who are earnestly cotjcerned iil a religious profes* 
sion, and it is undeniably plain, that there al*e great 
numbers denominated christians, who, as they 
know nothing in reality concerning Christ ; so, in 
fheir conduct, they are more like incarnate devils 
than real saints.-^Nor are there a few that perform 
a round of duties very exactly, and have an higU 

'^On^e ffnnircd And Thirtieth Psalm, p. 307, 30S. 
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Opinion of their own religious profession ; who, not- 
withstanding, are far from possessing that holiness, 
and from performing those good works, which are es- 
sential to the christian cliaracier. View them in their 
places 6f publib worship, and in the performance of 
devotional duties ; they assume a serious air, as though 
they were greatly concerned about their everlasting 
welfare. See them in their families and in the com* 
mon concerns of life, there they are full of levity ; unr 
. s^vouiy and loose in their conversation. Some of these 
pretenders to Christianity will also attend that semi- 
nary of vice and profaneness, the playhouse, and other 
amusements of this licentious age, as far as their cir- 
cumstances will permit. You may see them vain and 
extravagant in dress and show, while their pious neigh- 
bours bf the same religious community, with all their 
industry, Sire hardly able to acquire decent clothing : 
yet these children of carnal pleasure, either do not at 
all regard their distress, or content themselves with 
saying, Be ye warmed. They will be lavish at their 
own tables, while the poor among the people of God 
are almost starving by their side : yet such is their 
love to Christ and hi& members, that they will think it 
an instance of great condescension if they vouchsafe 
to visit them and say, BcyeJiUed, 

If these pretenders to piety be naturally of a more 
grave and serious disposition, view them in their trade 
and business; there you will find them covetous, grip- 
ing, and oppressive; making it.thcir chief design to 
lay up fortunes for their dependents, and to raise thei# 
families in the world. These, like their forefathers^ 
y#r a firetence^ make long fir ay er 9 ; even when, by usu- 
ry, extortion, and oppression, they devour viidowa* 
houses^ aud grind fhr faces of the fioor. They iity up 
that in their coffers, which of right b iongs to the 
Yicedy who labour under tfem; the rust of which 

U 
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shall be a swift witness against them another day, and 
Mhall eat their Jlesh as it v>erejire» Is not the church 
defiled) and is not the gospel dishonoured! by such 
sanctimonious wretches as these ?— »Such persons^ 
whether more light in their disposition and conduct) 
or more grave in their temper and behaviour, are alike 
the children of the devil and the slaves of sin ; are on 
a level, in the sight of God, with the most profane. As 
to the covetous, those votaries of Mammon, whatever 
dislike they may have to their associates, tliey stand 
ranked in the book of God with extortioners apd 
thieves, with drunkards and adulterers. Nay^ they 
are branded with the most detestable character of 
idoiatera. 

The sin of covetousness is, I fear, greatly misun- 
derstood, and much overlooked by many professors. 
Were it not, the remark would not be so often made ; 
(<Such a person is a good christian, but a covetous 
man.*' Whereas it might witli as much propriety be 
said ; << Such a woman is a virtuous lady, but an infa- 
mous prostitute." For the latter is not more contra- 
ry to sound sense, than the former is to the pociitive 
declarations of God, recorded in scripture. When 
we hear people in common talk about covetousness, 
we are tempted to look upon it as a merely trifiinj;; 
fault. But, when we open the volume of heaven, we 
find it pronounced idola+ry, and considered as a capi- 
tal crime ; while j[ehovah denounces damnation 
against the wretch that is guilty of it.* 

In what then does this aggravated sin consist ? I an- 
swer, Covetouanessy in the language of inspiration, in 
the deaire qf having more ; the desire of obtaining, 
or of increiising in wealth. Whoever therefore is ha- 
bitually desirous of riches, is, in the estimate of hea- 

* 1 Cor. Yi. 9, le. Eph. v. 5. Col. iii. 5. Psal. x^ 3. 
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Ten, a covetous man; whatever his station in life, or 
profession of religion may be. The language of a co- 
vetousheart is that of the horseleech's daughters, Givcj 
give. The covetous man is always desirous of morCf 
whether he have little or much : and, if a prefessory 
he will always find some pretence to hide the iniqui- 
ty of his idolatrous heart. But, however such a pro- 
fessor may cover his cnme under plausible pretences 
of any kind ; or however safe he may imagine himself, 
as being a member of some visible church, and free 
from her censure ; the time is coming when the mask 
shall be stripped off, and then it shall be fully known 
where his afl'ections havc1>cen,and what God he hath 
served. Then it »hall plainly appear, whether Jeho- 
vah, or MammoUr swayed his affections and ruled in 
his heart. — Perhaps there are few sins for the practice 
of which so many excuses are made and plausible pre- 
tences urged, a& that of covctousness, or a love of the 
world: consequently, there are few sins against which 
professors have greater occasion to watch. It was 
not, therefore, without the greatest reason, that our 
Lord gave that solemn caution to all his followers f 
Take heedy and Iteware q/'covETousNESS.* 

* Luke xii. 15. None will snppoi^, from what is here as- 
serted, that I mean to encourage idlenesg, or extraTagauce. 
No ; far be it! Those who, through indolence, pride, or pro- 
digality, waste their substance and fail in the world, can hard- 
ly be too severely censured. They not only impoverish th«m- 
Eclves, hut injnre their neighboui*s ; are the pests of society, 
I nd public robbers. 

The reader, i presume, will not be displeased, if I present 
him with a quotation on this subject, from my worthy and 
honoured friend, Mr. Hisry Venn.—** It is remarkable," says 
he, ** that the covctousness against which we are so earnestly 
warned in God's word, is not of the scandalous kind ; but such 
as may govern the heart of a man, who is esteemed very vir- 
tuous and excellent by the world. In the tenth Psahn the eo- 
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Wc may, therefore, conclude, that tbough thci. 
absolute freeness of Christ, as exhibited in the gos- 
pel to the worst of sinners, must be maintained 

vetovs, irbom the XjOtA h there said to abkor^ arc the Tery per- 
sons of whom the wirketl !:pcak well ; vt Mch could iierer be the 
CBse-t did their lo^e of money mnke them either ▼Htanoa^ III 
their practice, or mi»erahly pcntii ions hi their temper ; formea 
oH this stamp none commend. The same thing Js ofaBCcrabfei 
in that solemn cautioii %iYen by our Redeemei: ; TMksl^edand. 
beware of cox ei outness. By v^hicb it is evident He meant ii& 
inore, than a rooted pcrsuasioH that the comfort of iife cenRist&i 
in abundance, and desij-ing, from such a pergoasion, to be rich : 
this wa^ the covetnnsiiess onr Lord condemns, iknd that fait 
admonition miojht sinli the deeper, he represents the workingt 
of that avarice which iie condemn;;, in a case which passes.err-« 
exy day before our eyes. It is this : A man growftTich in-hhr 
business, not throu:;Ii fraud aud extoKion, but by. the blefssii^^ 
ef God upon his labour and skill. As is Htmal, be is higlily d»« 
lighted with his success; he exultfi in the prospect ' of beli^^ 
master, in a few years, of an independent fortune. In th«' 
mean time, he is determined to be fru^a} and diNgent, till' he' 
takes his final leave of business, to enjoy all the sweetii of ^asat 
and splendour. Luke zii. 19. Now, where are the pei^ple, 
governed by the common maxims and principles of humai|na'<> 
tiire, who see any thing the least to blame in this man's senti* 
ment or conduct ? Who do not applaud and imitate it thetn* 
selves ? Yet this very man our liords sets befi;>re our eyes, jss 
the picture of one engrossed by a covetous desire of the tbioga. 
of this world. Tiiis veiy man he represents as summoned, in 
the midst of all his golden hopes, to appear a niQst guilty crim-^ 
inal at the bar of his despised Maker. Lo ! this is the man 
whom our Lord exposes, as a miserable wretch for all others 
to take warning by, and resist covetousness. $o, suoh a fool 
and such a sinner as this is he thai Iqyeth up treasure for him^ 
self; that is, every earthly minded man, who seeks after 
wealth, as if it was the foundation of happiuess; and is not 
rich torvdrds God; rich iu iaith, hope, and holiness. Luke xii. 21 . 
** Paul in perfect harmony with his Lord, forbids the desire 
ofwealth as a criminal effect of avarice. Let your conversan 
ion be wUhoui covelovinesst and b^ ^nteni nith 9uch things a$ . 
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with confidence ; yet we are bound to affirm, with 
equal assurance, That h^ who pretends to faith hi 
Jesus, and does not habitually live under the benign 
influence of love to God, and of love to his brother 
for the truth's sake / and that he who does not ma- 
nifest this heavenly affection by a suitable conduct, 
has no claim to the christian character. 

t/e have : for He kath wtd, IwiU never leave thee, nprfortake 
thee. Heb. Siiii.' 5. And where, instead of this self-denied 
temper, a desire of increasing vreakb is cherished, there, snares, 
defilement, and ruin, are declared to be the certain consequen- 
ces. For tke^ that wiU (the original signifies the simple desire) 
be rich^faU into temptation and a snare, and into manyfooliih 
and hurtful lu$ts^ which drown men in dettruclinn arvi perdi* 
tion, tor the love (f money is the root of all evil : which 
nhiU some have coveted after, they hofve erred from the faiths 
and pierced themselves throiigh with many sorrows, 1 I'im. ▼!. 
9, 10. — If it slwaid be taid« Do you mean then to affinn, that' 
is wrong for any man to arise to a state of* ^reat wealth ? The 
scripture, I answer, condemns only the desire of riches and the 
passion fur them, as defiling an^ sinful. Therefore, if whilst 
your whole heart is given to God, be is pleased to prosper what- 
ever you take in hand, and giro you an abundant iacrease ; 
then your wealth is evidently as much^the gift of God, as if it 
came to you by legacy or inheritanee. It is God*s own act 
and deed to call you up, who was content to sit down iu a low 
place, toan.higher poiutof view, and to intrust you with more 
talents, to impiwre them for his glory. Now the difference 
between possessing wealth, thus pnt into your hands, and de* 
siring to grow rich, is as great as that between a worthiest, 
iimbitions intrnder into a place of honour, seeking nothing bat 
lus Own base interest ; and a man sought out for his worth and 
iavested wRh the same oflS^e, for the public good. And those 
who can see no material, no necessary distinction in the t«« 
cases, aie already blinded by the love of money." Complete 
Dutj ofmanf p. 389, 390, 391, 392, 2d Edit. 
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Qf Graccy a% it rei^na in the J^eraev^raftcf. ^:fA^ 

Saint a to eternal Ghry* 
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.T appears, from the preceding chapier^y that^lli^^ 
state of believers, whether considered as relative^ 
or as real, in their ju^tificationy adoptjoD), ^and. sanc«. 
tification, is highly exalted ; aiid that the privileges. 
attending it are of inconnparable excellence, and, 'of: 
infinite worth. In each of these particulars: it has^ 
a}$o been proved that grace reigns; that the exceed- 
ing riches of grace are manifested. 

The believer, notwithstanding, who knows him- 
self, will be ready to inquire with great solicitudei; 
^<How shall I persevere in this happy State H B^. 
what means shall I attain the desired end?. What 
provision has the Lord made, that, aft^e-all^' I shail- 
not come short of the expected bliss ? Grace ^ I 
thankfully acknowledge, lias done great thinga 
for me ; to reignmg grace I own myself unspeaka^- 
bly obliged. But if grace as a sovereign, do 
not still exert her power, I not only possibly may^ 
but certainly shall finally miscarry."-— Thus will 
every christian conclude, when he considers the 
number and power, the malice and subtility, of. 
his inveterate spiritual enemies, compared witlv. lus 
own inherent sti^ength to resist them. For the 
-vTorld, the flesh, and the deiiil are combined against 
him. These, in their several ways, assault his peace 
and seek his ruin. These attempt, in various forms^ 
to cause him to wallow in the mire of sensuality^ 
as the filthiest brute; or to puff him up with pride, 
as Lucifer. By insinuating wiles or open attacks ! 
with the craft of a serpent^ or the rage of a lion^ 
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they endeavour to compass his ruin : and, alas, how 
small his ability, considered in himself, to resist und 
averconae ! The corruption of nature, even in the 
regenerate, renders the believer's desires aficr that 
which is good, too often exceedingly languid, and 
.enervates all his moral powers. His pious framcn 
ar^ fickle and uncertain to the last degree ; nor can 
hey with safety, place the least confidence in tliem. 

This bumbling truth was exemplified in the case 
of Peter. Though all men be offended because of 
Tkeey yet will I never be offended^^^-^Though I should 
((ie with Thee^ yet will I not deny T^^^ee— was his con- 
fident language. But, alas 1 in a very little while his 
frame of mind is altered. His courage fails. His pi* 
ous resolutions hang their enfeebled heads: and, not- 
withstanding his boasted fidelity, he cannot watch 
with Christ so much as one hour, though there be the 
greatest necessity for it. He is brought to the trial) 
iu^d like Sampson, his locks are shorn : his presum- 
ed strength is gone. He trembles at the voice of a 
silly maid; and) shocking to think! denies his Lord 
with dreadful oaths and horrid imprecations.— Such 
are the inherent abilities of those who' are to fight 
against the world, the fiesh, and the devil. Suchy 
considered in themselves, are the best of saints. 

Now, can these unstable and impotant creatures 
hope to persevere, and to^ attain eternal life ? Can 
those who l^Qw not how to trust their own hearts 
for a moiBent;*^ whose moral strength, in a compa- 
rative view, is m^jre wetness ; who are continually 
surrounded with craftyi powerful, and unwearied 
adversaries, ratiqn^jy expect a complete victory 
and an everlasting crown ? Yes; these very persons 
can do alLjlJ^i^gf. through Christ strengthening them, 

:■ ^ .* IVov.^Kvm. 26» Jer.XT|tO. 
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God can enable even a worm to thrakh the moun* 
faint. They shall not only come off victorious, but 
be more than conquergrs over all their enemies. Nor 
can this appear strange, or in the least incredible^ 
when it is considered, tliat omnipotent Grace reign^'^ 
That the love, the power, the wisdom, the promiseif 
the covenant, and faithfulness of God— >that all the di- 
vine Persons in the eternal Trinity, and every per* 
fection in the Godhead, are concerned in their pre- 
servation and engaged to maintain it. 

The loi^e of God is engaged for their eTerlastiAg" 
security. Having chosen them to life and happiness^ 
as a primary fruit of hts own eternal favour; his 
love must abate, or his purpose be rendered void^ 
before they can finally fail. But if the Lord of host 9 
hath t^urfiosed^ who shall disannul it 7 H hia hand 
be stretched outy for the execution of gracious de<^ 
signs, who shall turn it back^ before the end be ac-. 
complished ? As He thought^ so shall it come to 
^Mss : and as He fiurfiosed so shall it stand,*'-^Nor 
shall his love to their persons ever abate. For He 
restsj he takes the highest complacency in the exer- 
cise oihialove^ and in all its favoured objects. Such 
is Jehovah's delight in his people that He rejoices o-ver 
t/irm with singings and takes a divine pleasure in 
doing them good.f His love is unchangeable as 
himself, and unakerabiy fixed upon them. Con- 
sequently, though the manifestations of it may 
vary, yet, while infinite wisdom is capable of di- 
recting, and almighty power of executing his gra-'^ 
cious purposes toward them, they shall never perish. 
Agreeable to which, we hear the apostle exultuig 
in God's immutable love. Affirming, that nothmg 
in the heights above, nor any thing in the depths 

♦ Isa. xif. 24> 27. \ Zeph. tii. 17. Jen xxjrU. 42. 



beneath ; nothiog present, nor any thing future, shoulct 
be able to separate him from it.* 

lihe /lower o£ God is also engaged on the behalf of 
all those who are begotten again to a lively hofie* 
They are kcfit by it^ as in a garrison, through faith t9 
Malvation.-f His power surrounds them as a fiery 
wall, to be their protection and thcilestruction of their 
adversaries.:^ Omnipotence itself is their shield, and 
^eep6 them night and day.§ As omnipptence is their 
guar4, so omniscience is their guide; the honour 
9f divine wisdom being concerned in their preserva- 
tion. For if a regenerate soul, one that has been res* 
C.ued out of Satan's hand, wei*e finally to fall and pe- 
rish forever ; it would argue if not a want of powey 
in, God to maintain the conquest, yet a change of re* 
aohition ; and so would bring no honour to the wis- 
4;Qm of his first design. It is no reputation to tho 
wisdom of ap artificer to suffer a work, by which ho 
determined tO: 91 anifejiit, in ages to come, his exqui* 
site skill, s^nd upon which his affections were placed ; 
to be dasli^din pieces before his eyes, by an invete* 
irate eneipy, when he had power tp have preyented tt» 
"How the, scriptures inform us that, in the method of 
reflemptign, tii^ wisdom of God. is peculiarly cott* 
cern.cd, is greatly diversified,*and in the most wonder- 
ful manner .di^splayed. Jehovah abounded in all wis-* 
dom and /prudence, in forming the stupendous plan, 
and in choosing suitable means to attain a wonderful 
end. But if any of the chosen, redeemed, and called, 
were to- be finally miserable, how cpuld this appear ? 

The promaea of God, those exceeding great an4 
firecious firomises: which are made tp his people, iif- 
iixv^ Xhmjx strong consqlatioQ respecting this mRtter« 

* JUmi. viM. 38, 31^. + 1 Pet. i. 2. 3, 4. f Zech, it d. 
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For the Father of mercies has declared, that he witf 
confirm t%em to the etidi and preserve them to hit king" 
dom. That the righteous ehali hoid on their tray, and 
grow stronger and stronger ; that they ahaii never dt" 
fiartfrom him^ but ftar him for ever ; that as they 
are in his hand und in the hai>d of Christ, they shaK 
never be plucked thence^ andconseqi^enliy, «Aa//ne-' 
ver ficriah, Yc», the blessed God has repeatedly and 
solemnly declared, that he will never^no never, have 
themy nor/brsake them. And the reason is, not because 
they are worthy, or any way better than others ; but 
for the glory of his own eternal name, and because he 
has chosen them to be his peculiar people. 7'he Lord 
v>iU not forsake his fie of ile^ for his great name*s sake ; 
because it hath pleased the Lord to make them hisfieO' 
file* — These promisss, with many others of a simile 
kind are yea and amen ; are made, and unalterably 
confirmed, in Christ Jesus, Divine faithfulness is 
pledged in tliem, and infinite power is engaged to per^ 
form them. These promise s*— let christians exult in 
.the cheering thought i — these promises were made 
by Him that cannot lie; to which he has annexed) 
amazing to think I his most solemn oath ; with this 
professed design, that every sinner* who flees for re* 
fuge to lay hold on the hofie set before bim^ might 
have strong consolation. Now the promise and oath 
of God, being two immutable things, mubt ascertain 
the believer's final happiness. 

Jehovah's covenant with his people in Christ, af- 
fords another glorious attestation to the comfortable 
truth. That covenant which is ordered in all things ; 
which is stored with heavenly promises, replete with 
spiritual blessings, and absolutely sure ; that cove*^ 

• 1 Cor. i. 3. 2 Tim. iv. 18. Job. xtii. 9. Jer. xnii. 39, 40. 
Deut. zxsUi. 3. Juha z. 28, 29. Heb. ziii. <5. 1 Sam. %n, 22. 
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nant of pcrxc which never shall be removed, runs 
thus : T/iey s/igil be my fieofile^ and I %vill be their 
God, jind I will f^i-ue them one heart and one way^ 
that they may fear me forever^ for the good of them 
und of their children after them, .jind I will make 
an everlasting covenant with themy that I will not 
turn away from them to do them good ; but I will 
fiut my fear in their hearts^ and they shall not </e- 
Jiart from me.— The stability of the new covenant 
is here asserted in tqe strongest terms. This gra- 
cious covenant is entirely different from that which 
was made with our great progenitor Adam ; the 
condition of which was perfect obedience, and the 
promise of life was suspended on that condition.— 
It is also very different from that which was made 
with the people of Israel at Sinai; which being bro- 
ken by them, was abrogated by the Lord himselfl 
The language of this is testamentary. It consists 
of absolute promises, requires no condition to be 
performed by man, and is perpetual. Here that 
sovereign Being, who cannot lie, declares in the 
strongest manner, that those who are included ia 
this covenant shall not depart from him^ and that he 
will never cease tc do them good. Security greater 
than this, is not to be conceived, nor can be had.— • 
It would indeed be absurd to suppose, that God 
should make a new and better covenant than that 
which he made with Adam, or with Israel at Sinai; 
a covenant without conditions to be performed by 
man; a covenant which displays rich goodness and 
boundless grace ; and that, after all the covenantees 
should be as liable to the dreadful forfeiture of life 
and happiness, as our first father, when under the 
covenant of works. Nay, if the new covenant had 
been conditional ; if perseverance and immortsj 
huppinfess had depended on our performance of any 
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condition, whether greater or less ; our state, as be* 
lievers, would have been much more hazardous than 
Adam's was, while under the covenant of works ; be* 
cause of the very great disparity between that state 
of uprightness, in which he was created ; and ours of 
corruption, into which we are fallen «— Perfect obedi- 
ence was easier to him, than the least possible condi" 
lion would be to us. 

The faithfulness and inviolable veracity of God, 
give further assurance of the saint's perseverance. 
The rocks, though of adamant, shall melt away ; the 
everlasting mountains shall be removed ; yea the 
whole terraqueous globe itself shall disappear ; but 
the faithfulness of God in executing his covenant, 
and the veracity of God in performing his promises, 
are unchangeable and eternal. The Lord U faithful 
who shall atablish you and kee ft you from the destruc- 
tive power of every evil ; and he has declared, that 
he will not suffer his faithfulness to fail. Yea, He 
hath sworn by his hoUnena^ by the glory of all his 
perfections, that he will be faithful to his covenant 
and promisiis, respecting Christ and his chosen 
seed.* So that, if there be immutability in the pur- 
pose ef God ; if any stability in his covenant ; if any 
fidelity in his promises, the true believer shall cer- 
tainly persevere. Rejoice, then, ye feeble follow- 
ers of the Lamb. The basis of your confidence 
and consolation is firm and strong. Stronger than 
all the troubles of life ; stronger than all the feai's of 
death, and stronp:er than all the terrors of approach- 
ing judgment. Why should not you dismiss every 
slavish apprehension, when the God of power, cf 
truth, and of grace, has made such ample provision 
for your deliverance from every evil you had any 
•reason to fear ; and to the enjoyment of every b]ess<> 

"^ 2 Thess. iii. 3. Psah hrnix. 33, 34, 35. 
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In g you ought to desire, whether in this or a future 

tvorld ? 

The merit of the Redeemer's hlood, his interces- 
sion for his people, and his union with theni} strong- 
ly argue their final preservation, and heighten their 
assuramres of it.— T'Ae merit of hia blood. For, is it 
probable that He, who so loved them, as to give his 
life a ransom for them ; that he who suffered such 
tortures of body and horrors of soul in their stead ; 
that he who drank the very drcgb of the cup of 
wrath, on purpose that joy and bliss might be their 
portion for ever— is it prc^able, 1 say, that he should 
ever suffer those who are in the most emphatical 
sense his /^fczf/tar) hi% purchased fteoftie^ and his own 
property, to be taken from him by craft or i>ower, 
and that by the most abhorred of beings and his 
greatest enemy ? Such a supposition is very absurd.- 
Such an ev«nt would be highly injurious to the Sa- 
viour's ^character. What, will not He who under- 
went so much for them in the garden and on the 
cross 5 who bore the curse and suffered the pains of 
hell in their stead, even while they were lenemies ; 
protect them now they are become, by converting 
grace, his friends f Why was he willing to be at 
such an amazing expense in Iheir purchase, if, after 
all, he permit their avovired enemy to make them 
his easy prey ? That be far from him ! The thought 
be far from us I No ; while there is compassion in 
his heart, or power in his hand ; while his name is 
JESUS, and his work salvatioi^ ; he must aee of the 
travail of hia aoul^ and he completely aafipficd. It 
cannot be that one feoul for whom he gave his life 
and spilt his blood ; whose sins he bore aAd whose 
curse he sustained, should ever finally perish. For 
if that were the case, divine justice^ after having ex« 
acted and received satisfaction at the hand of the 
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Surety, would make a demand on the principal ; 
in other words wonid require double payn^nt<-^-Be- 
bides, the faithf ulncss of Christ to his engagement i» 
i^reatly interested in the everlasting^ happiness of all 
iiis redeemed. For we cannot forget who it is that 
says; I came dovfu from heaven^ not to do mine own 
Kvillj but the vfill ^f Him that 9ent me, And thiM f# 
the Father* a will which hath 9eiit me, that qf all 
Kvhich He hath given mcj I should l^se Kon'ajNGf 
hut should raiae it up, again at the 'iaat day. Now, if 
Jesusy to whom the elect were given, and by whom 
they were redeemed, became responsible for thein to- 
ihe Father at the last day, as his own decIamtiomS' 
import ; were he not fully to execute the divme will, 
in reusing up all that were committed to his care, he 
^vould (I speak it with reverence) fail in the perform-, 
unce of his own engagements— -Consequently, cither 
his power, or his faithfulness, would be impeached ; 
a supposition of which is absurd, and the aissertion 
blasphemy. • 

The inter ceaaion of Christ for. his people, in the 
heavenly sanctuary, affords another evidence of the 
c^lorious truth. This intercession is founded on his - 
perfect atonement for all their sins : and it is a firm 
foundation for that purpose. So that, notwithstand* 
ing all the accusations of Satan lodged against 
them; notwithstanding all their weakness and all 
\ heir unworthiness ; the intercession of Jesus the 
Son of God, of Jesus Christ the righteous, must 
afford them the highest security. For their Re- 
deemer ia atrongy the Lord qf hosta is hia name, he 
ahall thoroughly {dead their eauae^ And as every 
believer is interested in this intercession, so Jesus, 
the advocate, is never denied in his suit.* His 
plea is always valid, and always effectual to the end 

"^ John xrii. 20. and xf. 42. 
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intended : tehich is^ as he expressly informs us, that 
their faith fiUl not ; and, that they may be preserved 
from destructive evil.* Our ascended Redeemer is 
not, in this -pait of his mediatorial undertaking, like 
a mere petitioner, who may or may not succeed ; for, 
to all the blessings he solicits on their behalf, he has 
a previous right. He can claim them, in virtue cf 
the promise made to him and his spiritual seed, hav- 
ing, as^ their substitute, fully performed the cor.di- 
tiona of the everlasting covenant. Yes, believer, the 
compassion of Him who bled on the cross, and the 
power of Him who pleads on the thronei ascertain 
your final felicity. 

That ineffable union which subsists between Chri s 
and his people, involves the truth for which I am 
pleadings and clearly evinces the important point. 
For as every believer isfa member of that mystical 
body of which He is the head ; so, while there is life 
in the head, the members shall never die, neither by 
the wiles of craft, nor the assaults of power. For Ho 
-vrho who rules over all, with an unremitting regard to 
ithe church, declares cocceniing his people ; Be^ 
€au»e I Uvfy ye 9haU liife al90. His life, as Mediator, 
<8 tlie cause imd support of theirs ; and they are the 
fulneuM and glory ^ Him vfho fiUtth all in all.j'^Afi it 
is written, Ckritt is -n^ur life — Y%ur life is hid with 
Christ in God4 Y#ui* life is hid ; like the most va- 
luable treasure in a secret place. Ulth Christ ; com- 
mitted to his guardianship, and lodged under his 
care, who is able to keep that which is intrusted to 
his hands. In Ood / the bosom of the Almighty is 
the sacred repository inl which the jewel is safely 
kept. Cheering thought ! For Jesus, the gi\ardiun, 

* Luke xxil. 34, John zvil. 1 h 15, 
yEph.lZ2iZ3^ 9 Cor. Tiii. j{3. |CeLiU.3,4. 
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^-ill never be bribed to deliver up bis charge to the 
-power of an enemy ; nori shall any sacrilegious hand 
ever be able, by secret (rand or open violence) to rifie 
the casket where Jehovah lays up his jewels.* The 
lifu cf believers is bounds vfi in the bundle ^Hfe with 
the Lord their Cod ;t and the bond of that union. shaU 
:>ever be broken, the mysterious connection shall ne« 
ver be dissolved. For h€ that 19 joined ta the JLord U 
one S/iirit with him ; and>. therefore> absolutely in* 
separable, t 

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit ia bclicTerSy. 
burnishes them with another cogent acguoientinproot 
cf the joyful truth. He is in them. u. well of Jiving 
Kvater^ Mfiringing ufi unto ever lotting life. As a guide 
and a comfoiteri he i^ given to abide with them fot^ 
rver. His design, in regeneration, is their complete- 
holiness and evetiasting happiness. His gracious 
purpose, in taking up his residence in them, is to fit 
them for sublimer enjoyments i to secure their per- 
.sevcratcQ ; to gv^rd them through life, and conduct 
ihem to glory. By him they are sealed to the ehtif cf 
redemfition : and He is the earnest <f their inherit^ 
itnce. Now as an earnest is part of the whole, and 
is given in assurance of enjoying the ivhole ; and- as 
liie Holy Spirit is caUed- the earjiest of* our everlast* 
ing iaheriianc: ; the words must' import the utmost 
certcdnty of our future bliss, if possessed of this 
earnest. Otherwise, which would be shockmg to af- 
ilim, it must be esteemed precarious, as not answer* 
log the epd for which it was given. 

The word and ordinances of God, on which it is 
both the duty and privilege of believers to attend-, 
happily subserve the great design. By these, as 
thi*ough the whole, the great Agent of the covenant 

'• Mai. ill. 17. t 1 8aM. Vf. ». t 1 Cor. vi. 17» 



TTorkB iir a way auked to Uie nature of a rational being. 
Kdr.though tbe bwXntMare kcf^t by thp invincible /lotw- 
cr 4^ G^d f yet not by- meana merely physical, but 
through faith. Whatever, therefore, is. adapted to 
increasB^andrconfimi ourfaith in the ^reat Redeemer, 
itt the sama time, tends to our preservation. This the 
word and ordinaiices do. In the divine word, belie v- 
era.baTeiaany great and preciouj promises to eiacou- 
jag^'tlifim^ many exhortations to dip(}ct and animate 
them in the performance of duty \ many warnings 
given^ and danglers pointed, out, to deter them, from 
«vU.; many examples o£ suffering patience, and vic- 
. toHott&ftdth, for their imitation, comfort, and support, 
whenever they eome into similar circumstances; 
and many. glorioEs things affirmed, concerning that 
inheritance, which God has provided for them, in 
e«deT:tQ: raise their afieelioiis tp heavenly: things, 
ahd to kragorafie their hope of eternal blessc^d^eaa ; 
all wiiich are adapted to promote their edification, 
add to piteaerve ahem in. the ifVf of pea€^. The 
ordiHaneje*^ o£ Godm geatral, which are compared 
to greea pastures,: in. which the sheep of Ghrist de^^ 
light both^ feed. and rest.;* being jidft];ited,.tQ OPU- 
mh Jth^ir 'toula, and. to incr^asjd the -vtgoiir of • <hieir 
spiritual life, must be haDj>ily cftf)d«|ciyQ:t# Ihj^ir 
preaerVatioOf By a- auitftbl^: attendance :9n divine 
iaatitutiensi. . balievera have their. &Mii. cGnQrmed, 
their hoUftess advanced, and. theii^ hope .birighti^ned. 
In theni they have the bread ; o£ Grod diap^'na^^i < 4y 
which they are lunittahed-up tp. Jife.^if^nifi^i.r Qn 
thosja. appointments of be^v^ni : tb«aacfe(r«».. U la f heir 
duty. alidJLheif bleasiog; tft^attiend: DOT: cf^...it^ej, 
:«vith(Siit jtbo hif^eat 'P? eavofepliQn^ .ex|>ec|,4^i]paery(|- 
wninsht fai^ .whilei/thfigr Aeg^«^itliA^j9id)^aqr 
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means. Nor are the divine chattivemeuu without 
their use, in this respect. For the chitdrea of God 
are chastened of their Father, that they vdgki n»i kc 
condemned mth the worid** 

On the whole, then, we have the utmost rcaaon 
to conclude with Paul, that wherever Qod begins a 
food worky he vfill certainljr perform tt until the dmy 
-y Jesua Chriet. For He that formed the universe^ 
IS not such an inconsicicrate builder, as to lay the 
foundation of a sinner's complete happiness in bis 
own eternal purpose, and in the blood of his on! j' 
Son, and then leave his work unfinished. ^ No ;- it 
shall never be said hy his infernal enemies, ^ Here 
Ood hegun to luild and wa9 not able to JinUh* He 
' once levied, redeemed, regenerated, and designed to 
iiave saved these wretched souls. But his love abat* 
• ed ; hu purpose altered ; or, which is more to our 
. honour and his dasappointment, we have rendered his 
plan of operation abortive : and now we tormealfcf with 
'a vengeance, inijirrlads tliat were once high in Je«^ 
hovah's £ivour, and numbered among his children.*' 
But though this be the consequence of the opposite 
doctrine, Luciter himself, with all hie pride and en- 
mftyr will never entertain such a thought^ nor thus 
' blaspheme his Maker. ^ 

Tt^e following qtetafion ma^r serve to exhibit^ in 
a cotnpendioUs view, tSe substance of the fepegoing 
paragraphis. ^ Since we stand not, tike Adam, up- 
'Jon our- <Kwn bottom ; but are branches of such a 
vAie as never withers ; members of sueh » bead 
as iieter dies ; sharers in such a ISpirit as deanseth, 
Lealeth, 2^ purifieth the heart ; partakei*s oC 
trdeh' pii>]tisc» as are.setiled with the oath of God . 
•;^ince w«-Uvey not b]r<^ur own life; but by the 

* } Cor. xi. ZSt. Pask M^^ M, 31, 39, 33, 34. 
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ihb of Christ ; are not led or sealed by our own spi* 
rit, but by the Spirit o( Christ ; do not obti^D mctcy 
by oar own praters, but by the intercession of 
Christ ; stand not reconciled to God by our own en- 
deavours, but by the propitiation wrought by t^hnst ; 
who laved - us when we were enemies and in our 
blood ; who is both wHling and able to save to the ut- 
termost) and to preserve his own mercies in us ; to 
whose office it belong) to take order that none who 
ai*e given unto him bo lost— undoubtedly^ that life of 
Christ in us, which is thus underpropped, though it 
be not privileged from temptations, no, nor from 
backslidings, yet it is an abiding Ule. He who 
raised our soul from death, will eitlier {[^reserve our 
feet from felling, or, if we do fall, will heal our back- 
!»iidingB and will save us freely/'* 

Some, perhaps^ may be ready to object t ^ If the 
preservation of believers depend upon God^ in the 
manner asserted ; they have no occasion to be at 
all careful how they live. No great harm can be- 
fal them) for they are certain of being finally safe." 
In answer to which I shall only observe ; That the 
strength of this objection was long since tried, by 
Satan, upon our Lord himselfl But as it appeared 
of tux force to Him, thotigh the tenopter proposed it 
as a necessary consequence of those promises made 
by the Father to Christ, as man and mediator, re- 
specting hia preservation f so it appears to have as 
little in the present case. The major proposition in 
the devil's argument was ; If thou art the Son of 
God, his angela will certainly preserve thee : thou 
canst not be injured* And his conclusion was^ 
Theref<|re,: without any danger, thou mayest cast 
thyself down ftom this cnupence. So, in the pre^ 
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sent casC} the argument conydned in-the objeetibnf 
is ; If you be a child of God and in uhien #ith 
Christ) jour perseverance must be certain. For,> 
being the charge of Omnipotence) it is impossible 
you Should finally fall. Therefore, you may safely 
bid adieu to all circumspection. You need not fear 
sin, or its consequences ; nor is there any occasion 
to be solicitous about walking with God in the ways 
of holiness. But as our LK>rd, who hffd not the 
leant doubt of the special care of his Father over 
him, rejected Satan's proposal with the utmost ab* 
horrence ; knowing it was a temptation to evij, and 
that the argument used to enforce it was. an abuse 
of the scrtptnre : so the believer, though fully per- 
suaded that grace reigns in .every part of salvation: 
and though it strongly appears in that special care 
of God, which is incessantly exercised over him in 
his perseverance to eternal life ; yet he is well con- 
vinced, that he must not. continue in sm that grace 
may abound. On every such suggestion, tbereforci 
he will from his heart say : God forbid J — Besides, 
there are many important purposes answered,- by 
walking in the ways of obedience, i^sf^cting the 
chrbtian himself, his neighbour, and his God ;■ 
which, having been considered already, I shall not 
here particularly mention. 

Nor can it, with any pi'opriety, be objected against 
the doctrine for which I am pleading ; << That the 
saints are exhorted to pray for the continual aids 
of gi*ace; for divine support, in times of trial*; 
and for protection against thehr enemies," as if it 
argued their state unceitain, with reference to the 
final event. For Christ, who was absolutely -sure of 
happiness, nor could pnasibtly fail .of enjoying the 
reward that was promised to him as Mediator ; or 
cpme short of:pqp96ssiKg .lfaatigI6ry trUch he bad 
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with the Father before the world was ; yet prayed for 
it with as much fervour as any sajnt can possibly do 
fbr the most detii'&ble blessing.* A noble example 
this, of the assurance of faithi respecting our eternal 
state; and of an unreserved reliance on the divine 
promises, being perfectly consistent with earnest and 
constant prayer for the fulfilment of them ! — Beside?^ 
whoever dares to act on the principle of this objection^ 
has no reason to consider himself as a christian ; but 
rather as dead in sin, and in the broad way to final ruim 
But notwithstaading the Lord has promised that 
his people shall never perish ; yet as he has no 
where engaged that they shall not fall into sin, and 
as moral evil is provoking to the eyes of his holiness, 
they are bound tc use the utmost caution lest, by 
disobedience, they move him to use the scourge. 
For the frowns of a Father will be hard to bear; as 
their spiritual peace and joyful communion with him 
will be much intertupted, by such disobedience and 
chastisement for it. The cliildren of God, when 
careless in their walk, and guilty of backsliding, have 
severely smarted under his correcting hand. The 
sorrowful confessions and bitter complaints of Da- 
vid, after his scandalous intrigue with Uriah's wife, 
are a standing incontestable proof of this observa- 
tion. Their persuasion of interest in the everlasting 
covenant has been terribly shaken, if not lost for a 
reason, so as to wound their hearts with keenest an- 
guish ; till, after many prayers and great watchful- 
ness, they have been again indulged with the smiles 
ef Jehovah's coimtenance, and with the joys of his 
salvation.f The remembrance of this, and a con- 
sideration how God the Father ard his incarnate 

* John ivii. 1, 5. Compare 2 Sam. vii. 27, 23, 39. Dau. ix. 2, X 
i Psal. n. 8, 12, and \k\x\s. 30, 31^ 32. 



246 OP GRACE, AS IT &£JGVS 

•Son arc dishonoured, the Holy Spirit grieved, the 
glorious gospel reproached, weak believers offended, 
and the hands of the wicked strengthened, by ths 
careless conduct of christian professors ; afford a 
sufficient reason for tlK>se multiplied cautions, which 
are given to the disciples of Christ in the hook of 
God, that they indulge not any criminal passion in 
the least degree ; without supposing, that their final 
happiness depends on the steadiness of their walk^ 
or on the goodness of their conversation. For our 
perseverance in faith and holiness depends on the ex* 
ccllency of our state ; as being in covenant with God) 
his adopted children, and the members of Christ; not 
upon our obedience and endeavours. 

Hence you may learn, believer, that as the enemies 
of your soul are inveterate, subtle, and powerful, and 
your spiritual frames inconstant ; it is highly neccs* 
sary you should live under a continual remembrance 
of these awakening considerations. What more adyi* 
sable, what so necessary for you as to walk circum^ 
spectly ; to watch and pray, lest you enter into temp- 
tation ? A sense of your own weakness and insuffi-; 
ciency, should ever abide on your mind and appear 
in your conduct. As the corruption of nature is an 
enemy that is always near you, and always in you» 
while on earth ; and as it is very strong^ly disposed to 
second every temptation from without ; you should 
^eefi your heart with all diligence. Watch, diligent^ 
]y watch, over all its imaginations, motions, and ten* 
dencies. Consider whence they arise and to what 
they incline, before you execute any of the purposes 
formed in it. For such is the superlative deceitCul- 
ness of the human heart, that he who trusteth it U a 
/oolj* ignorant of his danger, and unmindful of his 

♦ Prov. xxviii. 20. Jer. xvii. 9. Prov. Ix. 22. 
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best interests. This consideration should cause eve- 
ry child of God to bend the suppliant knee, i;?ith the ' 
utmost fi^equency, humility, and fervour : to live, as 
it were, at the throne of grace ; nor depart thence 
till far from the reach of danger. Certain it is, that 
the more ivc see of the strength of our adversai:[e8^ 
and of the danger we are in from them ; the more 
shall we exercise ourselves in fervent prayer. Can 
you, O christian, be cool and indifferent, be dull and 
careless, when the world, the flesh, and the devil, are 
your implacable and luiwearied opposers ? Dare 
you indulge yourself in carnal delights, or in a sloth- 
ful profession, while the enemies of your peace and 
salvation are ever active and busy in seeking to com- 
pass your fall, your disgrace, and if possible your 
eternal ruin ? jiwake thou that sieeficMt ! Mistake 
not the field of battle for a bed of rbst. Be eober / 
be vigilant. 

Are there, notwithstanding the believer's weakness 
and the power of his enemies, such strong assurances 
given of his perseverance, complete victory, and final 
happiness ? then, though with fear and trembling, he 
should often reflect on his own insufficiency, he may 
rely on a fedthful God, as his unerring guide and in- 
vincible guard, with confidence and joy. The re* 
membrance of that, will be a constant motive to hu- 
mility and watchfulness. The exercise of this, will 
maintain peace and consolation of soul ; will be an in- 
exhaustible source of praise, in spite of all the at- 
tempts of inveterate malice in his most enraged foes. 
For the Almighty says, I^'ear not : I am thy 9hield^ 
for ever to defend thee ; and thy exceeding great re- 
wardy to render thee completely happy. While the 
4:ternal God is his refuge^ and everlasting arms his 
support, there is no occasion to fear. If God be for I 

U8^ who can be against us ? — WJicn the gates of hell 
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and the powers of earth uniteil assail the believer, 
menacing destruction to both body and soul ; then the 
namcj the promises) the eath,andthe attributes qfJc' 
hovah are a strong towery an imprcgnihle fortress : 
and conscious of his own inability to resist the cne- 
nyi he runneth into itf and m sa/c from every attacky 
however crafty or violent. The righteous man, the 
real christian, dtveiieth on high^ out of the reach of ev- 
ery evil. HU place of defence is the muniticnM t^f 
Tock% i immoveable, as their solid foundations ; inac* 
cessible, as their lofty ridges^ Nor shall the favour* 
ed mhabitants of this everlasting foitress, ever bo 
c^liged to surrender for w;int of provisions. A ful- 
ness of living bread) and streams of living water, are 
united with invincible strength. For, it is added, 
Bread 9haU be given him^ and hia waters shall be sure. 
He shall want nether nourishment, nor protection; 
outward defer.ce, nor inward comfort. Happy, then, 
thrice happy they that are under the Reign of Grace ! 
Every attribute of Deity is engaged to promote their 
felicity. All the eternal counsels terniinttte in their 
favour ; and Providence, in the whole course of 
events respecting them, has a special regard to their 
advantage. Thus divine grace appears and reigns 
in the perseverance of true believers. For grace pro<> 
vides the means necessary to it ; grace applies them ; 
and omnipotent grace crowns them with snccessy to 
its own eternal honour and praise. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Concerning the Person qf Chritt^ by tohom Grace 

reignM, 



T 



HE person of Christy considered in connection 
with his work) is a copious and exalted subject ; infi- 
nitely deserving our most attentive regards. For his 
person is dignified with every excellency, divine and 
human ; and his work includes every requisite for the 
complete salvation of our guilty souls. 

The constitution of our Mediator's wonderful per- 
son was an effect of infinite wisdom, and a manifesta- 
tion of boundless grace. The hypostatical union of 
his divine and human nature, is a fact of the last im- 
portance to our hope of eternal happiness. For^ by 
the personal union of these two natures, he is render- 
ed capable of performing the work of a Mediator be- 
tween God and man. If he had not possessed a na- 
ture inferior to that which is divine, he could neither 
have performed the obedience required, nor have suffer- 
ed the penalty threatened by the holy law ; both which 
were absolutely necessary to the salvation of sin- 
ners. 

Nor was it sufficient merely to assume a created 
nature ; for it was to be that which is common to 
men. The law being given to man, the obedience 
required by it, as the condition of life, was to be per- 
formed by man, a real, though sinless man. Because 
the wisdom and equity of the supreme Legislator 
could not have appeared in giving a law to our spe- 
cies, if it had never, so much as in one instance, been 
honoured with perfect obedience by any in our nature. 
As man was become a transgressor of the law, under 
its corse, and bound ta suffer eternal misery ; it was 

Y 
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necessary that he who should undertake his deliver- 
ance, by vicarious sufferingst should be himself a man. 
It would not have appeared agreeable, that a different 
nature from that which sinned should hare suffered 
for sin. Had it pleased the infinite Sovereign to have 
saved the angels that fell, with reverence we nnnr. 
#uppo9e, that it would have appeared suitable to m- 
vine wisdom, that their deliverer should liave as« 
sumed the angelic nature. " But as man, having lost 
bis happineas, was the creature to be redeemed ; and 
as humanity, having lost its excellence, was the na-i 
ture to be restored; it was necessary that redempticMiy 
and this restoration, should be effected m the human 
nature. For o« btf the disobedience of one man^ maity 
were made nnnere^ brought under condenmation, and 
liable to eternal death ; even <a, 6t/ the obedience t^ 
one man, Jesus Christ, must many be made righteouM i 
be delivered from condemnation, and accepted to ey-r 
erlasting life. 

It was necessary also that, the human nature of 
Christ, in which he was to accomplish our deliver-^ 
ance, should be derived from the common root and 
fountain of it in our first parents. For it does not ap« 
peur suitable to answer the various purposes design* 
ed by the assumption of our nature, that it should be 
created immediately out of nothing ; nor yet that his 
body should be formed out of the dust, like that of 
the first man. . Becuuse, on that supposition, there 
would not have been any such alliance between him 
and us, as to lay a foundation for our hope of salva« 
tion by his undertaking. It was necessary that he 
whu stiuulx! sustain the character and. perform the 
work of a Redeemer, should be our Qoelov near kina^ 
man; one to wnom the right of redemption belonged** 

«. * Lot. XIV. 48, 401, . Ruth li. 20. and iii. 9* Mwgin. 
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So it was declared in the first promise; The 
seed of (he tudman^ ho other^ s/iaii bruise the serfient'a 
head. He was not only to assume the nature of mani 
but to partake of it by being made of a woman. Thus 
he became our kinsman^ and our brother. Accord- 
ing to that saying) both he that sanctifieth^ and they 
Vfho are sanctified^ are all qf one nature : for wiiich 
cause f He is not ashamed to call them brethren.*-^ 
Amazing condescension this I That the son oi tho 
Highest should become the child of a virgin ; ^that 
the God of nature shoi^Id become the seed of her 
whO) with a bold, presumptuous hand^ plucked the fa« 
tal fruit which entailed death on all our species ; that 
He whom At) gels adore should appear in our nature 
when sunk in ruin>that he might obey, and bleed, and 
die, for our deliverance; what words can express 
what heart can conceive, the depth of that condescen- 
sion, and the riches of that grace, which appear is 
such a procedure I 

It was absolutely necessary, notwithstanding, that 
the nature in which the work of redemption was to 
be performed, should not be so derived from its 
original fountain as to be tainted with sin t or par- 
take, in any degree, of that moral defilement, in 
which every child of Adam is conceived and bom. 
It behoved us to have such an high priest, as was 
holtjy harmlessy undifiled^ and separate from sinners / 
for as a priest, he was to atone for our sins and ran- 
som our souls. If the human nature of Christ had 
partook, in any measure, of that pollution whicl;* 
since the £ill, is hereditary to us; it would have 
been destitute of the holy image of God, as we are 
prior to regenemtion ; and, consequently, he would 
have been rendered incapable of making the least 

*Heb. a. 11. . 
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atonement for us. He who is himself sinful, can* 
not satisfy divine justice on the behalf of another ; be- 
cause, by one offence, he foiicits his own soul.— -Here, 
then, the adorable wisdom of God appears in its rich* 
est glory. For though it was necessary our Sui*ety 
should be man, and the seed of a woman : yet he was 
conceived in such a manner as to be entirely without 
sin. Yes, Jesus, though born of a woiuan, was abso* 
luicly free from the guilt oH the first trausgres&ioni 
and from every degree of that depravity which is com- 
inon to all the offspring of Adam. The perfect pa<* 
rity of our Mediator's humanity, being an article of 
the last importance to our- salvation ; is frequently 
and strongly asserted in the sacred writings. The 
complete rectitude of his heart, and the unsi>otted sanc- 
tity of his life, are there displayed in lively colours. 

A little to explain and illustrate this momentous 
truth, it may be of use to consider ; How it is that 
we, who are the natural descendants of Adam, be« 
came guilty through the first transgression, and are 
made partakers of a depraved nature. As to guUr 
by the first offence, it may be observed 1 That the 
whole human nature sul^sisted in our original pa- 
rents when it was committed ; and that Adam was 
our public representative. Hence it is that his of- 
fence became the sin of us all ; is justly imputed 
and charged upon us. In him^ as our comnfton re- 
presentative, we all sinned. Such being our natural 
state, as the descendants of an apostate head, we 
justly bear that humbling and awful character ; 
Chil]>&£n or WRATH, BT ifATURE. — But Adam 
was not a federal head to Christ. The Lord from 
heaven was neither inclvded in him, nor represented 
by him. He was not included in him. For the 
blessed Jesus was conceived in a way entirely su- 
pernatural and born of a virgin. He was not bora 
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in virtue of those prolific wordsi hy which the gr^tt 
Creator blessed the connubial state before the falf^ 
Increase and multi/Utf ; but in virtue of a gracious 
y^romis^) made after the fiedl^ when -Adam ceased to 
be any longer a public person^-— ^He was not repre^ 
sented^^ Mm. For our grand progenitor was th^ 
representative of none Imt hia natural of&pring* 
The holy Jesus, therefore, not being naturally dc^ 
scended from hisn^ could not be represented by hifflf. 
It appears, indeed, highi)i ineoagruoua lor ua t» 
imagine, that he who was qf 'tie eari&r ^artky^f 
should be the repreaentative of him who ia the Lork 
from heaven i of him who is,, in all respects, hik 
Great Superior. It could not be, that one who la 
the Son of God, as well as- the . Seed of a woma% 
should acknowledge Adant for hia federal head*. 
Our Lord therefore had «£ concern in bis guUt, «a 
a descendant from him ; which is the. case of alt 
his natural posterity. The promised Seed not beinti^ 
included in that covenant under which the first h^ 
man pair stood, could not be chargeable with any 
part of that guilt whtdx attended the vicdadon of ll. 
Original gmlt becomes ours in virtue of Adam't 
Telation to us, as our publio representative r and 
hence it is imputed to us by a righteous God. ' Fo9 
if we had not beee: aomfO way kLW>lTed in the firat 
transgression, before it was imputed.to ua, it couUI 
not justly have beea charged upon us. Because it 
is not the imfiutation of Adam'ar offrnce that maliesi 
it ours; but, beings kgalfy Qtira, in con8e(|iienco oi 
0UI! natiiral and federal J«lfttion tailing it ia juatiyr 
imputed to us. 

Nor could the Lord Redeemer be- liable to the* 
na^ssary conseqiMiice o£ Adamfa offence; that is, 
a depravation of nature. This immediately follow- 
ed> as the natural efEect of his lirst trani^gression^ 

Y2 



25% THE FXESOS OF CHAIST, 

which transgression being committed by hink as our 
representatire, is legalty ours ; and hence we share 
with him in its natural and awful effecu. In other 
words, we derive a corrupt nature from him, be- 
cause we were guilty with him. Nor was the im- 
putation of his ofi'ence to us, the cause of this woful 
effect ; but his offence being legally ours, prior to 
that imputation. But as Christ was not concerned 
with him in original guilt, having no relation to him 
as a federal head ; the natural consequence of that 
guilt co^ld not talie place in him, a& it does in us^ 
f^ing represented by Adam and descended from 
him according to the common course of nature.F«» 
Thus was the human nature of Jesus Christ entire* 
If free from all contamination : and thus that holy 
things which was formed in the womb of the vir-* 
gin, by the |x>wer of the Most High, was constituted 
the second Adam, in opposition to the first This 
production of the human nature of our glorious 
hnmanuel, being in a way supernatural and divine, 
18 called the creation ^ a new thing in the earth,* 
Thus Christ became a partaker of the nature which 
had sinned, without the least sinfulness of that nature* 
It was absolutely necessary also, that our Mediator 
and Surety should be God as well as man. For as 
he could neither have obeyed, nor suffered, if he 
had not possessed a created nature ; so had he been 
a mere man, however immaculate, he could not 
have redeemed one soul. Nay, though he had pos- 
sessed the highest possible created excellencies, they^ 
would not have been sufficient ; because he would 
still have been a dependent being. For as it is es* 
sential to Deity, to be underived and self-existent ; 
&o it is essential to a creature, to be denved and ^«^ 

* Jer^ zzxL ffi^ 
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pendent. The loftiest seraph that sings in glory is 
as really dependant on God, every moment of his 
existence, as the meanest worm that crawls. In 
this respect, an angel and an insect are on a level.— 
Every inteligent creature, therefore, whether human 
or angelic, having received existence from the Al- 
mighty, and being continually dependent on him, as 
the all -producing, all-supporting first cause : must 
be obliged to perpetual obedience, by virtue of that 
relation in which he stands to God, as his Maker 
and Preserver. It is highly absurd to suppose it 
possible for any creature to supererogate, or to do 
more m any way of obedience to Him from whom his 
all was received, than he is under the strongest ob- 
ligations to perform, in consequence of his absolute 
and universal dependence. But whatever is pre- 
viously due from any one, on his own account, can- 
not be transferred to another, without rendering the 
first devoid of that obedience which it is absolutely 
necessary for him to have. Universal obedience 
in every possible instance, is so necessary in a ra* 
tienal creature, as such,, being dependent on God 
and created for his glory ; that the omission of it, in 
any degree, would not only be criminal, but expose to 
everlasting ruin. 

The righteousness therefore of a mere creature, 
however highly exalted, could not have been accepted 
by the Great Supreme, as any compensation for our 
disobedience. Because whoever undertakes to per- 
form a vicarious righteousness, must he one who 
is not obliged to obedience on his own account. Con- 
sequently, our Surety must be a I>ivine Person ; 
for every mere creature is under indispensable obli- 
gations to perfect and perpetual obedience. -^Now, 
as our situation required, so the gospel reveals, a 
Mediator and Substitute thus escalted smd glorxotRr. 
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For Jcsiih is described as a Divine Person, as one 
who could, without any arroganco, or tiie least dis- 
loyulty, claim independence ; and, when thus con" 
sidcrcd, he appears £t for the task* But of such 
an One we comd have had no idea^ without thi^ 
distinction of Persons in the Qodhead wbieh the 
scriptures reveal. Agreeably to this distinction, 
we bcli^old the rights of Deity asserted and vindL* 
Gated, with infinite majesty and authority, in the 
person of the Father; while we view every divine 
perfection displayed and honoured, in the 'aki>^ Ur 
lustrious nsanner, by tbe amazing condescension of 
the eternal ^o»^«->By the humiliation of Nlm whO| 
in his lowest state of subjection, could claim an 
equality with God.-— *Such being the dignVty of out: 
wonderful Sponsor, it wa$ by hi« own voluntairy conr 
decen&ion that he became incarnatei^ and t^dc nfion 
him the form qf a servant. By the same free act of 
his will he was made under the Lawy to perform that 
obedience in our stead, to which) as a Divine Person, 
he was no way obliged. 

Tbe necesity there was that our Surety should bo 
a Divine Person might be further ppoved, by; con- 
sidering the infinite evil there is in sin. That sin i» 
an infinite evil, appears from hence. Every crime 
is more or less hernoua, in pro^^ortion as wo are un- 
der obligations to the contr^y. For the crtminalty 
of any disposition, or action, coiosists in cwiirarietyt 
to m/iat vte aught to fiQ^se^^y or perform. If tibere- 
fore we hate, disobey, or dishonour any porsoa;L 
the sin is always proportional to the obligations wet 
are imder to love, to honour, and to obey him. Nowg 
the obligations we are under to love» to honour, ai^i 
to obey any person, are in proportion to lus loveli* 
ness, his dignity, and his aujthority. Of this nonfr 
caa doubt.-- Jf uU&infiiuto beauty, dignity^ aju4 au^ 
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thoritf belong to the immensely glorious God : we 
must be under equal obligations to love, to honour, 
and to obey him ; and a contrary conduct must be 
infinitely criminal. Sin therefore is a violation of 
infinite obligation to duty : consequently, an unli- 
mited evil, and deserving of infinite punishment. 
Such being the nature of our offences, and of the 
aggravations attending them : we stand in absolute 
need of a surety, the worth of whose obedience and 
sufferings should be equal to the unworthines of 
our persons, and to the demerit of our disobedience. 
If, to the evil there is in every sin« we take into con- 
sideration the vast numbers of sinners that were te 
be redeemed, the countless millions of enormous 
cHmes that were to be expiated ; and the infinite 
weight of divine wrath that was to be sustained ; all 
which were to be completed in a limited and ^ihort 
time, in order to reconcile man to God, and to effect 
his eternal salvation ; we shall have still stronger ev- 
idence in a proof of the point. 

Were a defence of the proper Deity of Christ my 
intention, the scriptures would furnish me with am- 
ple matter and abundant evidence in favour of the cap- 
ital truth. For the names that he bears, the perfec- 
tions ascribed to him, the work he has done, and the 
honours he has received, loudly proclaim his Eternai. 
DivixiTT. But I wave the attempt and proceed to 
observe. 

That it was necessary our Surety should be God 
and tnttfi^ in unity of person. This necessity arises 
from the nature of his work; which is that of a medi- 
ator between God, the offended sovereign, and man, 
the ofiTtrnding subject. If he bad not been a partaker 
of the divine nature, he could not have been qualified 
to treat with God ; if not of the human, he would not 
hare been fitted to treat with man. Deity alone^ was 
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too high to treat with man ; humanity alone^ was too 
low to treat with God. The eternal Son, therefore, 
a&sumed our nature, that he might become a middle 
person ; and so be rendered capable of iaying kia htmda 
u/ion bothi* s^d ^^ bringing them into a state of per- 
fect friendship. He could not have been a mediatorin 
regard to his office, if he had not been a middle p^*soii 
in respect of his natures.— -Such is the constitution of 
his wonderful person ; . and hence he is called Imxav- 
VKL, God vnth ua^ or in our nature. 

The perfect performance o£ all his offices, as 
priest, prophet, aad kin^, requires this unk>n of th« 
divine, tQ> the human nature.*«ir As .a PrinMt, For \k 
was necessfiry ha should have some thin fr t^ ofTer^ 
that he should offer himself. But pare Deity could 
liot be offeped. It was requisite therefore that he 
should he man, and taken from among men, a» 
every other high priest was.^^And, had he not been 
Giod, as he could not. have ha4 an absolute power 
over his own life, to lay it down and take it up at 
his pleasure; so the offering of the human nature if 
not in union with the divine, would not have made 
a proper atonement for our transgressions, would by 
DO meaiis have expiated that enormous load of. hu- 
man guilt, for which he was lo suffer. Nor could 
his death have been an equivalent, in the eye of 
eternal justice, to tliat everlasting punishment which 
the righteous law threatens against sin ; which must 
have been the sinner's portion, as it is his just de- 
sert, if such an admirable Sponsor had not appeared 
on his behalf* But when we consider that he who 
suffered, the just for the unjust, was a Divine Per- 
son incarnate, we camiot but look upon him as per- 
fectly able to bear the punishment and to perform 

* Job. ix. 33. 
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the work. For as the infinite evil of sin arises from 
the majesty^ and the excellence of Him against 
whom it is committed ; so the merit of our Surety*« 
obedience and safferings must be equal to the digni* 
ty of his persdtik How great} how transcendently glo- 
rious are the perfections of the eternal Jehorah I so 
great, so superlatively excellent is the attonement of 
the dying Jesiis ! 

As a Profihet, For had he not been the ^omniscient 
God, he could not, without a Irevelation, have known 
the divine will respecting his people. Nor could he 
have had a perfect acquaintaince with that infinite va« 
riety of cases, in which, through every age and nation^ 
they continually need his teaching.*-~And, if he had 
not been man, he could not so familiarly, m his own 
person, have revealed the divine will. 

As a King, For if he had not been God, he 
could not have ruled in the heart, or have been the 
Lord of conscience ; nor would he have been able 
to defend and provide for the church, in tliis imper- 
fect and mitilant state. Neither could he, in his 
own right, have dispensed eternal life to his follow* 
ers, or everlasting death to his enemies, at the last 
day. And if he had not been man, he could not 
have been an head, either political or natural, of 
the same kind with the body to which he is united, 
and over which he is placed as King in Zion. Con- 
sequently, he coUid not have sympathised with the 
members of his mystical body, as h< evidently does. 
But as his wonderful person is dignified with every 
perfection, divine and human ; as he possesses all thei 
glories of Deity, and all the graces of immaculate hu- 
manity; these render him a mediator completely 
amiable and supremely glorious— -and adequate ob« 
ject of ^the sinner's confidence! an of the believer's 
jof. 
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Henee it appears, that Christ is a glorious, a ^- 
yine mediator ; a mediator that has power with Grod 
and with man. He must be able therefore io Mave to 
the uttermoatj to all perfection and for ever, all that 
come to God by him. The obedience of such a Sure- 
ty must magtufy the law, and render it highly vene- 
rable : must have an excellence and a merit, incom- 
parably and inconceivably great. It must be of 
more value than the obedience of all the saints in 
the world, or of all the angels in glory. The suf- 
ferings underwent by this Heavenly Substitute, the 
sacrifice offered up by this wonderful Hig^ Priest, 
must be all sufficient to expiate the most accumulated 
guilt ; omnipotent to save the most horrid transgres- 
sor. For his obedience is that in worth, which his 
person is in dignity. This, infinite in glory ;— -that, 
boundless in merit. 

As the greatness of an offence is proportional to 
the dignity of the person whose honour is invaded 
by it ; so the value of the satisfaction made by the 
sufferings of any substitute, must be equal to the 
excellence of the person satisfying. Sin being com- 
mitted against infinite majesty, deserved infinite 
punishment; the sacrifice of Christ is of infinite 
worth ; being offered by a person of infinite dignity. 
It was the sacrifice, not of a mere man, not of the 
highest angel, but of Jesus the incarnate God ; of 
Him who is the brightness of the Father's glory, and 
Head over all the creation. As the infinite glory 
of his divine Person cannot be separated from his 
humanity; so mfinite merit is necessarily connect- 
ed with his obedience and sufferings. In ail that he 
did, and in all that he underwent, he was the Son of 
God , as well on the cross, as before his incarna- 
tion ; as well when he cried, My Gody my Godj why 
haat thou forsaken me ? as when he raised the de)id> 
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aHd reversed llie laws of nature. He was Jehovah's 
Fellow when he felt the sword of justice awake upon 
him : he thought it no robbery to assort an cquality 
with God, even when he was fastened to the blo6dy 
tree, and expired under a curse.*— Was the sin for 
which he suffered infinitely evil ? the Person who sa- 
tisfied is infinitely excellent. Did an infinite Object 
suffer in his honor by our offences ? the injury is re- 
paired by a Subject of infinite excellence making an 
atonement for them. Our sin is infinite in respect of 
the object ; our sacrifice is infinite, in regard to the 
subject. Jehovah considered our Surety as the Man 
fits JelloWfYf hen he smote him: and we should consl* 
der him under the same exalted character when we 
believe on him, and piead his atonement before God. 
— " Here is firm footing, here is solid rock." In the 
divine dignity of the Redeemer's petson, and in the 
consummate perfection of his work ; there is an ev- 
erlasting basis for faith, the assurance of faith, the 
full assurance of faith— A basis, firm as the pillars of 
nature; immoveable as the eternal throne. 

Whereas, if with Socinians, we suppose that Je- 
sus had no existence, before his conception in the 
womb of the virgin, and so look upon him as a mere 
man ; or if, with Arians, we imagine him to be a kind 
of superangelic spirit, united to an human body ; 
yea, though we should compliment him, as some 
of them have "done, with ascribing all divine per- 
fections to him, extept eternity and self-exist- 
ence, >vhich is absurdly impious ; yet we rob him of 
proper Deity, we make him a dependent being, we 
reduce him to the rank of mere creatures, and de- 
prive ourselves of that foundation of confidence in 
lum which his true character affords. For we ne- 

* Zeeb. xui. 7. Philip, ii. 6, 8. Gal. iii. 13. 
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ver can persuade ourselves, that the sufi'cHngs of a 
mere creature, and those for so short a time, could be 
accepted by the most high and holy God, as a right- 
eous compensation to liis law x^nd justice, for the sins 
of innumerable millions of hell-deserving transgres- 
sors. Hence it is, that those vrho deny the ptx)per 
Deity of Christ, commonly deny that he made 
satisfaction for sin to divine justice. Thus far they 
are consistent, and (what they affect to be called) rff- 
fr'onai. But they may do well to consider whether 
Ihey themselves be able to satisfy eternal justice ; 
;md how they can expect admission into the kingdom 
of glory, by the sin-avenging God, without any satis- 
friction made for their crimes. For, certain it is, that 
lie who governs the universe is inflexibly just, as 
well as divinely merciful. The just God and the 
S.vviouR is his revealed character. As thus reveal- 
ed, we must know him and trust in liim, if we would 
escape the wrath to come. 

Here let the reader admire and adore the love of 
the eternal Father, and the condescension of the 
fiivine Son. 7%^ iove of the eternal Father, For 
the glorious person described is the Son of God, and 
the Father's gift to sinful men. In comparison 
"with whom, all the angels and all worlds, bestowed 
upon us for an inheritance, would be tricing and 
\4ext to nothing. Because all created things are 
equally easy to divine power, being only the ejects 
^)f the simple will of God. The formation of aa 
ur.^el, or of an insect; of a thousand systems, or 
of a thousand grains, is the same thing to omnipo- 
iencc. For which reason, there could be no cbm- 
]?arativc greatness in any such gifts. If therefore 
I he eternal Father would manifest hi* love to an 
uncommon degree ; if he would so gratify his 
jncrcy, in blessing his ofrendi4ig creatures, as to 
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have an appearance of doing violence lo himself? it 
must be by giving /lis only bcgottm So?i^ who is one 
in nature and equal in glory with him — by givin;;- 
him to be their substitute, their propitiation, and 
their saviour. In this view, how great the pre- 
priety, how striking the beauty of those apostolic 
sayings ! He that ajiarcd not /;/.9 civn Sorij but de- 
livered him up, for us all^ how shall he not *ivith liiri 
also freely give us all things ? God commcndeth his 
love towards us^ in that while rjc were yet aimier.t 
Christ died for us. Here divine love appears to the 
utmost advantage ; here it shines in all its glory. 
For its rich donation is infinitely excellent, and the 
blessedness resulting from it is consummate and 
eternal.— 77r<r ctndescension of the divine Son, That 
He who was in the form of God^ and t/tought it not 
robbery to be equal with God ; that He whom an^cIs 
obey, that He whom seraphs adore, and before 
whom they veil their faces; as coniscious of their 
own comparative meanness, or as daz^slcd with the 
blaze . of his infinite glories — that He should be 
made flesh, take upon him the form of a servant, 
perform obedience, and give u'j>himseif to the most' 
inftimous death, is amazing I But that he should 
surrender himself to die for sinners, for enemies, 
and for such as were in Jictual rebellion against him, 
is unspeakably more amazing I These are demon- 
strative proofs, that the Lord Redeemer is as much 
superior to his creatures in the riches of his grace, 
as he is in the depths of his wisdom, or in the works 
of his power. Let all the heavens adore him 1 and 
let the children of men be fillfed with wonder, ar.d 
bum with gratitude ! for this glorious Redeemer is 
accessible by sinners ; who was designed for sin- 
ners ; and on then^ his power and grace are magni- 
fied. 
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Such is that representation which the gospel gives 
of divine, redeeming love. But were we to deny 
the proper Deity of Jesus Christ, and to reject the 
reality of his atonement, we' should, in reference 
both to the Father and tlie Son, obscure its glory, 
weakens its force, and almost destroy its Tery being. 
On Soclnian principles, many of the most empha- 
tical terms and phrases of inspiration, relative to 
our salvation by the Son of God, must be under- 
stood in a sense directly contrary to their natural 
import: or, in other words, the language of scrip- 
lure must be reversed.— For instance ; our Lord 
says, Ood so loved the world^ that he gave his 
only begotten Son, B^ut Socinianism teaches us tO: 
understand the divine declaration tlius : " God so 
loved the son of Mary^ that he gave him the go- 
vernment of the world.'* Paul says. Ye know the 
grace qf our Lord Jesus CaRisr, that, though he 
Hvaa rich^ yet for y4iur sokes he became fioor. But, 
according to this hypothesis, the meaning and the 
fact are ; " Ye know the grace of God to the maa 
Jesus Christ : who, though he was by nature fioor^ 
us any that are born of a woman ; though in the 
whole of his life, he was equally dependent on the 
Father's power and pleasure as any other person 
can possibJy be ; and though neither the labours 
of his ministry, nor the pains of his martyrdom,, 
were equal to those of many among his disciples ;; 
yet, for his own sake^ and as the reward of his 
obedience, he became, through divine bounty, incom^^ 
fiarably rich." 

In another Epistle the same apostle says ; Christ' 
Jesus, being in the form of God, thought it not roA* 
bery to be equal with God :■ but made himself of n* 
refiutation, and took ufion him the form of a servant, 
a?id Tjcts made in the likeness of men: and keing/aun& 
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in fashion a« a many he humbled himself j and became 
9bedient unto deaths even the death of the cross. 
Now this according to the principles of Soci^usi 
may be paraphrased thus : << Christ Jesus, being a 
merely human creature, existed in the form of a. man. 
Conscious of this, he tli«)iight it the most, impious 
robbery op the honotHr^ of Deity, for him tp be equal 
Mrith God ; whether it yrere by bearing his names, by 
claiming his attributes, by presuming to perfot m hi^ 
works, or by receiving his worship. Yes, being made 
in the form of a servant, (because as a mere creaiurc, 
it was impossible he sho4i4d exist in any other iorm ;) 
and feeling his own emptiness, he was- contented to 
appear m the likeness of men. And seeing he wus a 
mere man, there is no reason to wonder that he was 
found in ^shloR as a man : or that, as a righteous 
person, and a teacher of truth, he was greuUy hum- 
bled, as many ptber good men have been, by poverty 
and reproach. Nor yet, Ibeling himself entirely at 
the Divine disposal, is there any reason to be surpris- 
ed that as a i|i«rtyr, he became obedient to dcatli, 
even tbe death, of the cross : because he knew th^t 
such was the will of hts Creator and Sovereign. But 
as he had nq. bodily disease, to affect bis imagination 
with melancholy gloom ;• no guilt on his consciencer 
to excite despondency ; no unhallowed attfichment 
to iamily connections, to religious friends, or to any 
sensible obj^ect : no doubt of special interest in the 
Father's love ; nor any fear, with regard to his own 
final felicity; the wonder is, that, in his last sufier- 
ings, and before any human hand was upon him, he 
should be so full of consternation, so penetrated with 
anguish, as to sweat blood, and to exclaim. My soui 
is exceeding sorroivful^ even unto death-'^My God^ 
my Gody why has thou forsaken me I At this wc 
may weU.be astonished ; because many of his disci* 

Z2 * 
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pics, even when in the hands of their barbarous exe- 
cutioners, and thou^ conscious of personal guilt, 
have sustained the extremest sufferings without one 
<:ompldint, and sometimes with indications of \BXube- 
runt joj. 

<' Besides, Jesu« dying only as a martyr, bekig 
perfectly mnocent of the crimes lakl te his charg^y 
and suffering nothing at all from the hand of ete^riial 
justice for the sins of others ; the love he expressed 
to men like himself was far from being so disint^* 
osted, so fervent, or so great, as multitudes- have ima< 
gined. For he was absolutely certain of rising again 
from the dead within the space of three days ; and| 
us the reward of hk obedience to death, of being e:k- 
iilted to the throne of universal empire. Yesy he 
knew that God would highly exalt him^ and give Mm 
a name above every name : that at the name qfJeni^ 
every knee ehould bovjjofthinga in heaven^ andthin^M 
in earthy and things under the earth ; and that eveth^ 
dengue whould confctn that JeauM Christ r« JLord^ to 
the glory of God the Father. Now, as he was a mere 
iman ; and his death was only that of a witness to di- 
vine trut^ ; as he lost his life only for three days ;• 
and as he had the most certain expectation of such 
an unboucided reward; it cannot with reason be sup- 
posed that his love to men considered as neighbours^ 
or his compassion to men considered as perishing ia 
ignorance and in superstition, was much superior to 
that philanthropy which prophets, apostles, arid mar-, 
tyrs have discovered. Because it is manifest, thatf 
had self-love been the only principle of his conduct, 
he could not have promoted his own advantage so ef- 
fectually in any other way. Who, that loves God 
and man ; who, that pursues his own supreme honouv 
and happiness, would refuse to undergo similar suf- 
ferings, provided he were absolutely certain* of s^jT; 
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equal reward ? Naji did not Codrusi did not the 
D&CII, voluntarily devote themselves to death f6v 
the good of their respective countries ; though being 
enveloped in Pag^n darkness, the only reward they 
had to expect was a little posthumous renown ?" 

So abhorrent are tho gpand ^principles of' Socini- 
anism to the language and sentiments of divine Re- 
velation i On those principles, the phraseology of 
inspired writers is extremely strange, and very ob- 
scure : so obscure, that instead of saying, Great ft 
the myatery fifcoDLiNRSS ; we may justly exclaim, 
^< Unaccountably singular, and profoundly mysteri- 
ous, is 9 HE L^ANGUAGB ^f firofihet9 and of afioatlee^ 
respecting the Perfton and work of Jesus Christ !*' 
For though the tlnnga intended are plain, and easily 
apprehended by common capacities-; yet the terma 
by which those things are expressed, are so entirely 
abstruse, that the most- ardent study, amd the greatest, 
acumen, are absolutely necessary to develope their 
meaning* Christians have been used to consider 
scripture mysteries, as inflating to the mod if s of cer- 
tain imfiortant facta / which facts, being plainly re- 
vealed, are believed on the authority of divine testi- 
niony : but this new theology teaches us to look for 
those mysteries in the unparalleled modus ofbibUcal 
exfireanon. I said, un/iaraileied. For, surely, if the 
Socinian system be true, no set of: writers, who had 
not lost their senses, and who intended to be under- 
stood, ever expressed common- ideas in such myste- 
rious language, as that which ds used by the inspired 
penman relative to Jesus Christ, and to the great 
work of ledemption by him.* 

* See Dr. Abbadis on tkt Deity ofJesut Christ EneMidl, 
ttithc Christian Religionj P^sira. . 
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Fully persuaded, therefore) that the Scriptures 
noun as they ttp<fak9 let the dinner who is conscious of 
nothing but misciy and wretchedness about him, flee 
to the all sui&cicnt Mediator ; trust in him as nugh* 
ty to save ; and veracity itself has engaged that he- 
shall not be disappointed in his expectations. As a 
divine Person, he must be able to act agreeably to ev- 
ery character he bears : perfectly qualified to execme 
every office he has undertaken ; and completely fitted 
lo fill up each relation in which he stands to his peo- 
ple. Let us repose the most unreserved confidence 
in his atonement and intcrcessioHf as our Priest ; look 
to him for instruction^ aa our Pl-^phet ; be subject to 
him, and expect protection from him^ as our King.- 
Let us manifest the most fervent love te him, as our 
Redeemer ^ yield him the most cordial obedience, as- 
our Lord ; -and pay him the sublfmest worship, as our 
God. I will add, let all those who deny his. proper 
Deity, and reject his vicarious death ; who refuse \m 
hono«r him as a Divine Person, and to ficcept his- 
righteousness as IV^diator ;. be aware lest, when it is 
too late^ they feel their want of his atonement, and be 
compelled to- acknowledge, that. Hb is< ovxa all, 

GOD BLSSSEaFOR EVERv 

Let my reader contemplate- with wonder and with 
joy, the infinite honour that is conferred on the hu- 
man nature, in the Person of our great Mediator.— 
For it is in everlasting union with the Son of God; 
IS now seated' on a. throne of light; is the most glo- 
rious of all creatures, and the eternal ornament of 
the whole creation ^ Yes, believer, He on whom 
you rely, in whose hands you have intrusted your 
soul, still wears your nature while he pleads your 
cause. That v^ry body that hung on the cross, and 
was laid in the grave ; that very soul which suffered 
the keenest anguish, and was exceeding 99rrov(futf. 
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even unto death ; are now, and ever shall be, in close 
connection with the Eternal Word. Mysterious, 
ineffable union ! big with wonder and re^etc with 
comfort ! How encouraging it is to consider, that 
as Jesus ifi clothed with that very huyianity, in 
which he suffered afflictions- and trials of every kind 
and of every degree ; he cannot forget his tempted, 
despised, afflicted people in this militant state. In 
himself he sees their image ; in his hands he be* 
holds their names. He feels for them, he suffers 
with them :* he never will, he never can overlook 
their persons, or be unmindful of their best interest^.. 



eHAP. xir. 

Concerning the Work of Christy through igfhTcA Grac& 

rtigns.. 



H. 



AVING takeh a vifew of the person o! Christ, 
and of his qualifications for the work of a Mediator, 
arising fromhis pei^onal excellencies considered a& 
Immauuel; we must now advert to that perfect 
vfork^ through which grace reigns^ and in virtue of 
which her favours are dispensed. 

Grace reigna^ says the oracle o£ heaven, thropvor 
miOHTEousNE^. Rightcousncss, it) this place, I 
understand as including- the whole of that obedience 
which the Redeemer, under the character of a sure- 
ty, performed to the perceptive part of the law; and 
aJl those bitter sufferings whieh he underwent, in 
conformity to its penal sunction« Through this obe- 
dience grace reigns, in a way strictly conformable 

' f JUH^. ii. 18. and Jar. 1$.. Isa. sJiz. t5, 16. 
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to the rights of divine justice. By this most perfect 
M-ork of Christ) the tenderest mercy is manifested to 
misci*able sinners, and meets with the truth of Je- 
hoTah's righteous threatenings against sin. Here the 
righteousness of God,, as the lawgiver, appears ia 
taking vengeance on sin ; so as to be productive of 
substantial and lasting peace to the sinner. Happy' 
expedient ! Wonderful grace I—But let us a little 
more pai*ticu!arJy consider the nature and excellen-^ 
cies of this evangelical righteousness*. 

As to its nature^ it is a complete conlohnity to* 
the divine law. Whatever the precepts of Jehth' 
vah's law demanded, the adorable Jesus performed 
in its fullest extent. His nature being perfectly ho- 
ly, the piinciplc of his actions was absolutely pure; 
tJie end foi: which he did them entirely right ; and 
the matter of them, and rule of their performance, 
Avithout any defect— Whatever the law, considered 
as broken, threatened by way of punishment against 
the oifcnder ; to that he submitted in all its dreadfuL 
se verily. For /ye was made.' sin;, he was' madr 9 
cursf. He suffered— -amazing love V unparalleled 
condescension !— -He suffered the greatest shame,, 
the most excruciating pain, that the malice of men, 
or the sub^ility of devils, could invent or infiict : and, 
which was infinitely more, the wrath of God. The 
dui*ation of his passion was indeed comparatively 
short ; but for this the infinite dignity of his Person 
was a full compensation. When we consider that 
it was the Son of God and Lord of Glory, who^ 
bied and died under every circumstance of- inSamy- 
apd pain; all the dreadful monuments of divine jus* 
iice inflicted on the sons of rebellion in past ages, 
and transmitted to posterity in the most f^uthentic 
records ; all the misery that awaits the licentious 
world, and is denou^icod in- the^^ripcEre'; cannot 
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raise our ideas of Jehovah's vindictive justice to so 
high a pitch, as a remembrance of the bitter, though 
transitory sufferings of the divine Jesus. 

The cxctllenciea of this righteousness appear from 
the characters it bears in wholy writ. For, to^ignify 
its unspotted purity, it is called^n^ linen^ clean and 
Kvhite, To denote its completeness, it is called aro^e. 
To hold forth its exquisite beauty, richness and gloiy, 
it is called clothing of nx>rought gold^ and raiment of 
needle-work. To point out its unequalled excellency, 
it is called the best robe. It is better than the robe 
-of innocence with which our first parents were cloth- 
ed before the fall ; yea better than the righteousness 
of angels in glory. For theirs is but the obedience 
of mere creatures J of dependent beings. But this — 
which is the highest epithet that language can give— 
this is the righteousness of GOD. Its nature and 
properties are such, that the Lord himself seems to 
gloiy in it, frequently calling it His righteousness,^ 

It is an everlasting righteousness.f It is a robe, the 
beauty of which will never be tarnished ; a garment 
that will never decay ; and clothing that will never 
wear out. When millions of ages have run their am- 
ple round, it will continue the same that it was the 
first day it came into use ; and when millions more 
arc elapsed, there will be no alteration. The con- 
tinuance of its efHcacy, beauty, and glory, will be last- 
ing as the light of the new Jerusalem ; unfading; as 
the eternal inheritance. 

It is a righteousness already fierformed. It is not 
something now to be wrought in us, by the operation 
of the Holy Spirit. No ; it was completed when the 

* Kev. xix. 8. Isa. Ixi. 10. Psal. xlv. 13, 14. Luke xv. 
22. 2 Cor. V. 21. Rom. x. 3, Jer. xxiii. 6. Isa. xlvi. 13. 
nnd hi. 5, 6,1{. and li. 1. f Dan. ix. 24, 
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divine Redeemer cried, li isjiniehedy und ffove up. tic 
^Ao«/.-— But here many persons fall intQ a fatal mis- 
take. Ready they are to imagine, that sinners arc 
accepted of God in virtue of rightecusncss wrought 
in them, and performed by them, throHgh the assist- 
^mce of the Holy Spirit : which assistance they'sup- 
pose was purchased for them hy the death of Christ. 
But, while such an imagination prevaih, they never 
can experience what it is to be in a justified state. 
Besides, when the blessed Jesus died, he did not do 
something to assist our weak) but willing endeavours 
to save ourselves ; he did not lay in a provision of 
grace, or purchase the Spirit for us, by which the 
defects of enfeebled nature might be supplied^ and 
we rendered capable of performing the x:ondition of 
our justification. But, at that awful and ever memo- 
liable period, when he bowed his head and expired \ 
He, by himself alone, perfectly finished that righ- 
teousness, which is the proper condition, and the 
grand requisite of our justification.*-That the Spi- 
rit of grace and truth, as given to any, is a preeious 
fruit of the death, resurrection, and glorification of 
Christ, is freely acknowledged ; but that Jesus died 
to purchase the Spirit, to work in us any part of 
that righteousness, on account of which we are ac- 
cepted of God, must be denied. For the pnncipal 
work of the Spirit, in the method of grace, our 
Lord himself bearing witness, is to testify of him, 
and reveal his glory to the sinner^s conscience. He 
shall testify of mc'-^He shall glorify me ; for He 
shall receive of Mine^ and shall show it unto you.* 
Nor does the Spirit of truth act as a sanctifier, till, 
in order of nature,' we are perfectly justified : and 
when justified, he efiects our sanctification by tbs{t 

* John XT. 26i and xti. 14. 1 Con ii. 12* 
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xtvy truth which rereals the obedience of Christ as a 
finished work. — To think otherwise, is according to 
the Popish scheme, which confounds |usUfici^ioB 
with sanctificatioa ; hut is very far from bemg the •doc- 
trine of the apostles. It is also contrary to -the senti- 
ments of our first Reformer s^ and of all their genuino 
successors, both at home and abroad. 

Notwithstanding what has been said concerning 
the matchless excellence <>f the Redeemer's right- 
eousness, the < reader whose mind 4s enlightened to 
behold the defects attending his own best peiibrm* 
ances, and whose conscience is afi^ected with a sente 
of deserved -wrath, may, perhaps, be ready to say; 
<( As to the glorious nature and siirpciHative excel- 
lence of this obedience, there is no dispute. But^ 
is it ft*ee for a mere sinner ? Is :t not rather de- 
signed for those who are some way qualified for it* 
by a set of holy principles, and a series of pious ac- 
tions ; those who are distinguished -from the alto- 
gether worthless and vile ? Is there any possibiUtf 
for a miserable sinner, a condemned crimitosrf ; one 
whose transgressions are great, and whose corrup- 
tions are strong, to4>artake of it, and be made happy 
by it ? and if there be, which is the way ?"— To these 
momentous inquiries the oracles of God furnish a 
substantial answer. For they inform us that there is 
another ex-cellenqy attending it, which has a special 
regard to the manner of its communication ; and 
therefore ought by no means to be overlooked. Yes, 
blessed be God ! the unerring word warrants me to 
assert that this righteousness is absolutely free. It 
was wrought for tke sinner ; it was designed for tho 
sinner ; and is freely bestowed on the vilest of sin- 
ners. It is "not matter of bargain, or the subject of 
sale ; it is not proposed on certain conditions / as, 
the peiibrming some arduous course of duties, or 

A a 
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the attaining some notable qualifications ; but it la a 
free gift Grace, aa a ao^ereign, la exahed to con* 
§br ; aad grace, we kuew, deals only with the un* 
worthy. Aa a gift it is imparted; aa a gift therefore 
it must be reeei?e<l ; and as for an absolutely £reo 
gift, the posaeaser of it should be thankful.^i^From 
these considerationa we may with confidence affirm^ 
tliat the mere sinner, the condemned creature : he 
Who Ibels himself in a perishing condition, and is 
eonseiooa thi^ he desertes no favour ; has the stroog^^ 
eat encouragement given him to rely on it, as quito 
sufficient for his justification, and absolutely free £o9 
hit use; Yes, diaoonsolato sinner^ you have no rea* 
son to hesitaiie, whether you have a right to oonoeive 
it, and to call it your own. Believing the testimony 
which God has g^ven of his Son, you receive it 
and enjoy the comfort arising from it. Heaven 
BfocUimf your welcome to Christ, and etempd 
faithfulness inaures acceptance to all Uiat beUevo in 
him. 

By a figure of speech that is frequent in scripture^ 
this righteousness is represented as tfteaking.'^ 
Doubtless, then, so noble a righteousness must 
have a charming language ; and a little attention 
will diacover its import. The language of this 
righteousness is repre^nted by Paul, as directly 
contrary to that description which Moses gives of 
the rigkteoutnetM «/' the law ; and thus it siddresses 
the anvious inquirer. Say not £4 thy hearty Wh9 
ehall ascend into heaven ? that Uy to bring Chriet 
down from above ; as though he had not appeared 
in our nature, to perform a righteousness for the 
justification of sinners. Nor does it bid thee in* 
quire. Who shall descend into the deefi ? that ta, ro 
bring ufi Christ again from the deads as if he had 
not perfectly paid the debt for which, as a surety, he 
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.became responsible ; and received in his reaUrree* 
tioU) from the liand of his Father, an acquittance in 
full for himself and his people. But what 9aUh i$f 
what then is< us language ? 7%e vford of grac« 
:which reveals this righteousness im nigh thtcy sinful 
And wretched as thou an. Mvtn so near» as to be 
in thy mouth to proclaim ks exceliencoy and in t/ut 
heart to enjoy its- comfort ; that is the vfordj th^ 
doctrine q/ySuM which we fireach. It further says^ 
That if tihou shmlt con/cM with thy mouth the Lord 
J€9U9i as dying an accursed death for the rederopr 
lion of sinners ;. and Mhait believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead^ a» a divine tesk* 
jtimony that the atonement made was- accepted by- 
eternal justice \ thou shalt be aarved from fmal mir 
sery, and exalted to the joys of heaven.*^ 

The kngui^e of this divine righteousness is hei^ 
described both negatively and positively. J^egat- 
tiveiy I We are not commanded to do some arduous 
work), in order to obtain acceptance ; nor are we 
required to do any thing at ail for that purpose.^-— 
Because it ia evident that believing^ in CAm/, whicjil 
IB here mentioned^ is> in the business of justifieir 
tioU) opposed to- works and doings of every kind.t 
The faith iiere designed is, therefore, to be considers 
ed as tiie receiving of Christ and. his righteous- 
ness ; or, as a dependence on him alone for salva^ 
tion. Believing the gracious rep<Mrt, we receive thf 
atonement ; we enjoy comfort i and have the earnest 
of. eternal glory. 

But aa the awakened sinner is. ever disposed to 
imagine that he mufit do some great thing, in order 
to obtain the pardon of ^iu and peace for his conr ' 
science ; therefore the language of thia righteous^ 

* BoBL X. 6, e* 7, a, 9. t Boip. iT. d, 10. €al. Ui. 1^ 18, 
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ness it also described /icniiveiy. Thus considered^ 
k plainly declares^ that the only obedience by which 
there is favour with God and a title to happiness, is 
already performed : and, that the anxious inquirer 
is not left in a state of uncertainty how it may be 
enjoyed ; for it is broug^ht near in the word of grace> 
with a free welcome to rely on it and use it as his 
ewn, to the everlasting honour of its divine author. 

By comparing what the apostle says about the 
rigfiteoit^nf ^f faiih^ with what Moses declares 
concerning the r%ghteou9n€99 qf tkt iaVf ^e learn;: 
That whoever thmks of doing any good workf as 
the condition of life, is ignorant ef* that obedience 
which the gospel reveals ; is under the law^ as a. 
covenant $ is a debtor to perform the whole ; and, . 
as a breaker of it, is obnoxious to its awful curse^ 
This is the case even when, with the Pharisee in 
the parable, he thanks God for. assisting him to 
perform the supposed condition, whether gif'cat or 
small. For the righteousness of the law, and the 
righteousness of faith, are here directly opposed'* 
This is evident from the scope of the place in ge- 
BevaL;. and' especially from the adversative ^ti/,.with 
which what is said about the righteousness of fiuth 
is introduced. 

This vicarious obedience Is no liess useful to the 
sinner, than perfect in itself^ By this work of our 
heavenly substitute, that holy law which we have 
broken is highly honoured ; and that awful justice 
which we have offended is completely satisfied. By 
this righteousness the believer is acquitted from 
every charge, is perfectly justified, and shall be 
eternally ss£ved. In this consummate work, Jeho- 
vah deciare%.himself well pleased, and in it all the 
glories of the Godhead shine.-— Yes, the obedience 
of our adorable Sponsor is perfect^ as divine jrecti^ 




tude could t«(|uir9; nd excellMitt at eUnMd vis- 
dom il8«lf cottld deriM. Admira^l^ ng^ieooMif »» i 
Who th«t is taii^iit of God would m^ ^w itih Paul^ 
desire to be/Qumiin it ? and wlio, tbat U conacioua 
oC an intaroac in il^ can aeas^ y^ admira and adore 
tjie grace thai fMrradedy. and tW Saviour that 
wrottf ht it ?. 

Is the obedienae o£ the Lofd Ksdfcemer so f lorkma 
ki its naturei so exceUeat in its properties, so free in 
the manner of its communication to the uagodlyr, 
and so extensively usefiil to all that possess it? 
What encoYiragpementthen has the miserable sinner to 
look to it ! How st^y ma^F h* confiide in it, as all^ 
sufficient to justify^his UBg^odijr soul i For, be the de- 
mands of divine law and infinite justice ever so great, 
or numerous, or dreadful ; the work of Christ com- 
pletely answers them all. There is greater efficacy 
in the grace of God, and ill (he work of his incarnate 
Son, to justify and save from deserved perdition ; 
than there can be demerit in the ofiencea of a amnar, 
to incur condemnation and rain^ ^ 

Nor can it seem strange that the work of Chrkt* 
should be thus( efficaeioiiSi For God the Son peribT&- 
ed it, in the capacity of a substitute- God tire Fathe* 
declares his de}ight in it, and treats as his children alt', 
those who are vested with it- And it is the principal^ 
business of God the Uely Spirit, as a guide aad com^ 
forter, to testify of it. So that every other tighteoweik 
ness, in comparison with it, i» quite insignificsiitiB 
if set in competition with it, is viler tiian dross, and 
worse than nothiAg. In this righteoittx»eaa Clifistian9> 
•fall ages have gloried, both living and dying, atf tlHI 
only ground of their hope. In this most perfect obe^ 
dience believers are now exalted, and thie- taints i^ 
beavea triumph. For the work of Cinist finiiahadt^ 
a eataa ia- tlie bwdenr of their sobgaiM^Ant wIm dsd. 
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point out all its beauties ? Who can show forth haTf 
US praise ? After aU that has been written or said 
about it) by prophets or apostles, here on earth ; after 
i^l that has been sung or can be conceived, by ssdnts 
or angels in the world of glorjr; considered under its 
divine character, th« riortsou^ness ev JEHO- 
VAH, it exceeds all possible praise. The inhabitants 
of the heavenly world must be conscious, that their 
loftiest strains, though expressed with seraphic aiv 
dour, &11- vastly short of displaying all its excellence. 
So that, 

** Wktn OabrM soandt thew glorioiii tbtap, 
'* He tmes andnuBinoBsalLlui itriQ|tJ' 



CHAP. XIII. 

Coneerfiinif the Contummation of the glori^ut reigt^ 

qf Grace, 

As divine Grace is glorious in itself and infinitely 
euperior to aH that is denominated free £ivour among 
men ;. as the way in which it reigns is absolutely with* 
out a parallel, and such as will render it forever dear 
to all the disciples of Christ ; so the end of its benign 

government is equally glorious v for it is eternal life, 
eviving, ravishing thought ! This, in subordination 
to his own glory, is the great design of God in every 
gracious dispensation toward his people. The em:^ 
pthatical phrase is used in scripture to signify, .^» ev- 
erlaeting ttate {(f eam/iUte holineaa and tonaummate 
ka/tfiineMj in the fireaence and f nation tf God^ in all 
"kh' Persona and fierfectiona. To this blissful states 
Grace as a sovereign, infallibly, brings, her subjocts» 
through the Person and woi*k of Immanuel. 
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To assist our feeble* and contraGted minds in foitn*- 
ing some &int idea» of- celestial blessedness, and to 
inform us by whom it shail- be- enjoyed ; it i^--eom^ 
pared by sacred writers to ^ the mcst delightful and 
glorious thing» that come under our notice m the 
present world. For instance: To denote its* super- 
abounding delights, it is called /taradtsey in allHstoa 
to the garden of Eden s. for at God's rt^ht hamtare 
pleasurcM /br- evtrmorc^^To signify- its grandeur, 
magnificence^ and glory, it is called a crovfn ukd a 
kingdom. As a crown, it is unfading and mcorrupt- 
ibe. To intimate that none shall enjoy it,, except 
in virtue of the Redeemer's obedience, it is denomi- 
nated a crown qf righteou9ne99. It is also called a 
crown ^ life and a crown ^glory. As a kingdom 
it was prepared for belier-ers before the foundation 
of the woWci, and^is the kingdom^ their Father i-^ 
who bestows it upon them hers, in right to possess; 
hereafter, in peHect enjo3rment;. To ascertain its 
perpetuity,, it is called an nferto«/9ii^ kingdom ; and 
those that enjoy it, are called Itingay are said to Hi 
ufion thrones^ and to reign in /(/2r.«— To inform us 
who shall possess it> and on what ground, it is call« 
ed 9Ltk inheritance. Plainly- denoting, that none but 
the children of God shall enjoy it ^ for a servant, 
considered as- such, cannot inherit. We must 
therefore be the sons of the highest, byt adoption and 
regeneration, before we can justly hope to enjoy the 
heavenly^ patrimony. For however dUigent the sons 
of God ma3!i be in keeping hia commands, and in 
performing his will : they shaU not possess it under 
the notion of a reward of duty,- or as wages for 
work ; but under the idea of a testamentary gift.^-^ 
Yes ; it is a gift by way of legacy, and is bequeathed 
to them' in the everlasting testament of our hord 
I«ftas Cbriat According; to those words^./ aftfioint 
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ly ie^Mmini wf r# yMi • Ungdontf* Tbe kSogdOti is 
noet gkMiotttf the inlieritaBCe most free to d^ cUV' 
drea of Ood, and abeolfttelj Hnalieimbie. 

Nor are tbe heirs of this boundleM btias wkhovt 
some joffal foretastes of it in this liSs. Faith heiiif r 
aa the apostle defines itf ike 9ubaimnee qftking^^ ho/ted 
/qt and the evidenee ^ikin^^a not 4eem i tbej antkl^ 
pate» in some degree^ the |Of s oC the vpper world. 
In the present state^ thejr receive the earnest of thei^r 
future inheritance, and rejoice in hope of the hiil fru^ 
ition. Nayy at some hrtght interTai% thejr rejtnee wUU 
joy unapeakakle^ and fuU qfghrY^^ For he (hat be* 
Ueveth hath everkuting Itfty in the prosai^ei and in 
the earnest of it HdCfvn^Jiedfwr rt/uge io lay hold- 
on the hope tet he/ore them / those two immutable 
ihingSf the promise and the oath of God,, in either ef 
which ii 19 imfioaMle for him to lie i affard them 
etronf coneoiathn respecting their final preaervation 
and eternal happiness. Living bf feith on the dyingr 
the ascended Redeemer^ as th«Lr surety and sacrifice) 
their righeousness and advocate : and viewing the 
stability of the promise^ the covenant^ the oath of Je* 
hovah ; they have the greatest assurance thaty when 
Christ who ia their life ahall afifieoTf they aho shall 
pear with afihim in glory. 

The future happiness of believers may be consi- 
deredt either as it is enjoyed by the aefiarate a/Uritf. 
before tbe resurrection anid the last judgment; or 
by the aoul and body umtedj after that awful period 
is come, and those grand events had taken place.-^ 
That tbe separate spirits of the saints are possessed 
of thought 9ttid cooaciottsness, and that they enjoy 

* Lake ziii^ 29. Tbas the celebrated WirsnTSientet and 
interprets the passags. Oacon. L. iii. C. x. J 28.. To the i 
e&ct, BazA aad CA&Xi4*io tfanslato tba words*. 
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ineffable bliss in communion with Jesus their ezalteC 
Head ; are truths manifestly contained in the uner- 
ring wor<d. Soon as that mysterious union, which 
subsists between soul and body in the present state, 
is dissolved by death ; the soul, being made perfect* 
ly free from the being o£ sin, immediately, enters in- 
to glory. Death, to the saints, far from being apenaL 
evil, is numbered among their privileges, and makes 
one article in their comprehensive inventory of di** 
idne blessings.* Death is the gate by which theyv 
enter those heavenly mansions prepared for them ;. 
in the possession of which they enjoy delights that 
could not be experienced in this mortal state. The 
knowledge of that sublime blessedness, and of an in*> 
terest in it, made Paul desire to^defiart and tQ be 
vtith ChrUt which ie far better ; infinitely preferable 
to all that can be enjoyed in this world. 

llie same incomparable man: and in&Uible teach* 
er says.; Whilst we are at home in the body^ we are 
absent from the Lord :, at the same time declaring, 
that it was far more eligible to him and his pious- 
cotemporaries,tobe absent f^oth the b»dy and fire*^ 
sent with the Lord, Now if the apostle's words 
have any sense, and if their meaning be at all intelli* 
gible, we cannot suppose him*, to have imagined^ that 
his immortal soul, when^ separated from the body, 
would lie in a sleepy, unconscious, inactive state, till 
Ihe sound of the archangel's trumpet should awaken 
it ; which notion is by some warmly espoused. For in 
such a state of absolute insensibility he could not 
with any propriety, be said ta be with Christj or to 
enjoy the presence of God. Befone the dissolution 
of his body^ he rejoiced in the light of Jehovah's 
countenance, and had much communion with his. 

*VCoc. iil22. 
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God } was indulged with bright manifealatioiA of 
divine laYOury and exulted in the certain prospect o£ 
a blissful immortality ; all which^ according to the 
sleeping scheme, he instantly lost by death. Under 
the deprivation of which he must continue £br a long 
series of years ; even till the voice of the Omnipo* 
tent, and the alarming crash of a falling woridj shall 
rally his dissipated, and waken his drowsy powers in*- 
to action i and so bring him into a second enjoyment 
of himself, and of his God. How uncomfortable suck 
an idea to the real christain ! 

That the departing spirits of the children of God 
enter immediately into happiness, might be proved 
from a great variety of divine testimonies* Among 
which there are few more apposite, than that which 
contains the remarkable and gracious iknswer of 
Jesus to the converted thief^ when they were both 
on the verge of the unseen world. Vtrily I. say 
unto thee^ To»day Mhalt thou be with nte in fiartt*- 
ifM<.«-These words include a particular answer to 
the request of the expiring penitent, who prayed 
that Christ would remember him. As if our Lord 
had said ; << I will not only remember thee, as absent; 
for veriiyi thou shalt be with me in the everlasting- 
i^ansions, to behold my glory." As the dying pe- 
titioner desired his request might be granted, when 
the bleeding Jesus should enter into his kingdom ; 
the suffering Saviour certified him, not only of the 
place where he was to reign, which he calls fiuradiae ;, 
but also of the time when he was to enter on the pos- 
session of his kkigdom, signified by, to*day^ Nor 
is it unworthy of notice, that when this promise 
was made the day was half elapsed ; for it was about 
the sixth hour. Yet Christ promised him the joys of 
paradise before that very day concluded ; knowing 
ihat» in the interim^ they shoQld both make their 
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exit. A& the gracious promise to this thief vfM very 
extraordinary ; and as the person to whom it was 
made was in such circumstances, and bore such an 
infamous character ; Jesus confirmed it with the as- 
severation, verily. As if he had said; '* I, tiie Amen^ 
who am truth itself, solemnly declare that what I 
have promised shall certainly be fulfilled this day.'* 

The different punctuation and sense of the textf 
that are -given by those who adopt the sleeping 
scheme, appear far-fetched^ strained, and jejune d— 
They contend, that the words ought thus to be point* 
ed ; / say unto ihecy to-day thou ahalt be with me 
in fiaradiae^ As if our Lord had not the least in- 
tention to fix the time, when the converted male- 
factor should behold his glory ; but only declared^ 
by the expression tO'dayj the certainty of what he 
promi8ed*-*-To which forced, unnatural, and insipid 
interpretation of the passage, it may be justly ob*< 
jected ; That at the thief could not be ignorant of 
the time ' when the gracious promise was made $ 
BO he h^d no occasion to have that particular dis^ 
tinguished and confirmed in so solemn a manner.— ^ 
Nor is it the expression io-day^ but the word verity ^ 
which indicates the truth of what was affirmed, and 
the certainty of enjoying the promised blessing. 
For as to-day in our Lord's answer, denotes a pre- 
cisely limited time ; so it evidently corresponds to 
the adverb nohen^ in the thiers petition. 

This hypothesis appears, not only uncomfortable 
to the real christian, and anti-scriptural to the im- 
partial examiner of the sacred records, but also un- 
philosophical. For as the soul is a thinking being, 
if, when the animal frame is dissolved, it were to be 
entirely deprived of thought and consciousness ; it 
must, for ought appears to the contrar)', lose its ex- 
istence. But if so, instead of a resurrection at the 
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Iftst dasT) there must be a new creation ; Which is 
contrary to the analogy of faith, and to the hope of 
saints in ^ycrj age. A mind without thought and 
consciousness, and matter without solidity and ex- 
tension v being equally absurd ideas. 

The separate spirits of saints, therefore, being 
lodged in eternal mansions, and abiding at the 
source of all felicity, enjoy inconceivable pleasures. 
They are completely released from all troubles of 
erery kind; from all sins and sufferings; from all 
temptations and sorrows. Moral eril, with all its at^ 
tendaats, is entirely banished from those bright 
abodes : for the ^people that dwell there are all per- 
fectly righteous ; nor shall any of the inhabitants of 
that land say, /am sick. Their garments are al- 
ways white ; their harps are always tuned**— -Being 
vith Christ, according to his promise, they behold 
his glory, and are delighted with his beauQr. The 
infinite excellencies of Jesus, the incarnate Jebo- 
TAH, are illustriously dbplajred in that ei&alted 
state. Those divme and mediatorial .perfections, 
of which, while iiere below, we ^an form but ve« 
ry low conceptions : beam forth on the holy and 
happy spirits in a blaze of glory. — With adoring 
gratitude and pleasing astonishment ih&y reflect ; 
'< This is HE that once raised a feeble cry in the 
stable at Bethlehem! This is he that spent his life 
in one continued series of beneficent actions, when 
surrounded with meanness and poverty, with re- 
proaches and sorrows! This is HEl— >but, O how 
changed !-*-^who made his exit on Calvary, under 
every mark of infamy, under the severest sensa- 
tions of pain, both in body and soul ; and all this 
to accomplish our salvatiom !'*— To view him eye 
to eye, who was once a man of sorrows and suf- 
ferings to the highest degree ; to behold him who 
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IS their husband and head, after all the abasement and 
misery to which he submitted on their account, thus 
exalted and glorified, must fill their souls with ex- 
static bliss. 

Nor are they mere spectators of his glorious exalt- 
ation. They not only behold their beloved, and have 
intercourse with him, as loyal subjects with an exalt- 
ed sovereign ; but he entertains and rejoices over 
them as his friends and brethren, as his bride and por- 
tion. This wc may learn from the friendly freedom 
he used with his disciples while on earth. For 
though, as their sovereign Lord, he required supreme 
respect, and accepted profound adoration ; yet he did 
not keep them at an awful distanc.e, but conversed with 
them in the most familiar manner. Doubtless, then, 
he does not behave with less freedom, or keep ihem 
at a greater distance, because of his exalted state ; but 
rather takes them into a state of exaltation with him- 
self. For though he is exalted above all blessing and 
praise, yet not as a private person, nor merely for his 
own sake ; but as the head of his numerous family, 
and as the saviour of all his people. . The advance- 
ment of him, the head, could not be intended to re- 
move the members to a greater distance : for there is 
the same relation, and the same union, subsisting be- 
tween him and them. Consequently, they must be 
honoured and exalted with him. Beholding his infi- 
nite glory, their adoring regards are heightened ; but 
this is far from diminishing their nearness to him, or 
their delight in him. It only serves to increase their 
astonishment and joy,as they find him still condescend- 
ing to admit them into such a familiarity with him, 
and so liberally communicating his glory to them. 

When in this lower world, they discerned ihe sig- 
natures of Deity in the works of creation, and of prov- 
idence. They beheld yet brighter displays of Jcho- 

Bb 
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vah*s gloiy in the operations of grace, and in the amaz- 
ing e fleets of his love ; in the gift of a Saviour, and in 
111 3 death on the cross. But now, having their intel- 
leciual powers abundantly strengthened, they have 
manifestations of his infinite excellence, compared 
with which, all their previous discoveries of divine 
perfection, by the material creation ; and all the hap- 
piness they enjoyed in the church militant, were poor 
and mean, were low and languid beyond expression. 
For they are surrounded with the opulence of Godf 
and eternally enriched with his munificence. 

If Paul, ravished with the more obscure appearan- 
ces of divine wisdom, could not forbear exclaiming ; 
O the dcjxth of riches^ both of the xvUdom and knoW' 
ledge of God ! what holy transports of wonder must it 
afford the s/iirits of the just made fierfectj to have the 
counsels of heaven laid open to their view ? The con- 
templation of divine power, under the conduct of infi- 
nite wisdom, and leagued with boundles goodness, 
must heighten their pleasure. How delightful to be- 
hold, in the light of glory, that power which raised 
the vast frame of nature, and fix>m the beginning sus- 
tained all things — That power, which turned the 
mighty wheels of providence in every age of the 
world, through all the revolutions of time — That un- 
controlled power, which restrained legions of malig- 
nant spirits and accursed fiends, in ten thousand dif- 
fcrcr.t instances^ from perpetrating their malicious 
desip^ns, mid from filling the world with mischief; 
which wrought upon the obdurate hearts of rebellious 
creatures, caused them to acknowledge divine s;:>ve- 
reigiity, and made thim willing to accept salvation in 
the appointed way — That power, which, having form- 
•od tnoir souls aiit w, preserved them in the midst of 
innumerable dfin[<ers that continually lay in their 
way to the regions of happiness ; nor ever intermit- 
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ted its guardian agency, till it brought them safe to 
glory ! 

If the power of God, as beheld by the saints in light, 
be so delightful a subject of contemplation ; what ex- 
uberant joy must the views of his love afford ? For 
as love is the noblest passion of the human breast, so 
it is the brightest beam of Divinity that ever irradiated 
the wide creation. Love is a pleasing theme, and the 
meaning of that divine sentence, God is Love, is 
there unfolded to the very life. The happy spirits 
are no longer obliged to learn Jehovah's love ftom 
his names and works ; for they now behold it as es- 
sential to his Being. The day they had long expect- 
ed, that happy day which is appropriated to the 
full discovery of divine love,, having, dawned upon 
them, they take their ^/l of loves. Now the im- 
mortal spirit is invigorated in all its powers, en- 
larged in all its faculties, on purpose to render it 
capable of taking in more copious views, and of re- 
ceiving abundantly larger emanations of divine love, 
than it could possibly before enjoy. They have now 
traced up the streams to the eternal fountain ; the 
beams, to the very sun of love. The bosom cf their 
Father, where the thoughts of love were lodgvd from 
everlasting, and where its noble designs were formed, 
is laid open to their view. Now they clearly see 
why the Son of God became incarnate, undertook the 
redemption of man, and, in order to accomplish the 
arduous work, obeyed, and suffered, and died the most 
painful and infamous death — Died, a sacrifice, an 
atonement for sin ; a spectacle to the world, to angels, 
and to men. The wonderful soul penetrates the va&t 
design, and sees, with warmest gratitude, why itself 
was not made an everlasting monument of divine jus- 
tice; why its native enmity against God was com- 
pletely subdued, and why its enormous crimes were' 
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pardoned. All which is resolyed into the free, dk- 
tin^j^uishiiig love of God. The adoring soul beholds,. 
with ecstacies of delight* bow well the admirable ef- 
fects correspond to their grand original cause> Cer* 
tainly, nothing short of heaven itself, which gives the. 
experience, can give an adequate idea of such exalt- 
ed bliss. 

Nor will their views of divine justice ; no not in its^ 
awful eirects considered as vindictive, aiui manifested 
in the damnation of innumerable myriads of apostate 
angels and sinful men ; in the least alkiy their joys^ 
or damp their pleasures. For, however infidels may 
now object against an eternal punishment being in- 
flicted for transient crimes; and arraign the Book of 
God itself, which asserts that so it shall be ; to them 
it appears, in the clearest light, that sin is an infinite 
evil, and therefore justly deserving of perpetual mis- 
cry. Their holy wills, being perfectly conformed to-. 
the pleasure of God, fully acquiesce in the sentence 
pronounced upon ofl'cnders, and rejoice in tlie execu- 
tion of it on all the daring sons of rebellion, whether 
angels or men. They now more fully discover, how 
holiness in the Lawgiver, the demands of his law, and 
the rights of his justice, were all displayed and per- 
fectly satisfied, in the redemption of their souls by 
the blood of the cross. The remembrance and views 
of which are a scene of wonders, and an mexhaustable 
source of joy. 

Divine holiness they contemplate with supreme de- 
light. God is glorious in holiness* This perfectioa 
of the Godhead has frequently been celebrated in lofty 
strains of devotion, by saints on earth.*— -Now, if those 
who dwell in houses of clay ; whose views, at the best> 
are so feeble and partial, have been so affected by 

Exod. XV. n, 1 Sam. U. 2. Psal. xxx. 4. and xovif. 12. 
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meditating on it ; what thoughts must they haye who 
behold it in all its glory ? With adoring hearts and 
ravished eyes, with inflamed devotion and notes di- 
vinely sweet, they join the heavenly choir in that se- 
raphic hymn ; Holy ! holy ! holy ! i$ the Lord 0/ 
hosts ! Heaven and earth are full of his glory I How 
inconceivable the pleasure ! how divine the joy ! And 
may I not venture to add, the views of this glorious 
holiness must have such a transforming efficacy on 
the happy spirits, as to produce in them a perpetual- 
ly advancing conformity to God in holiness and in 
glory ? 

If the face of Moses shone with peculiar bright- 
ness, after he had been admitted to familiar converse 
with Jehovah on the mount ; how much greater must 
that effulgence be, which God communicates to those 
who constantly behold him without any interposing 
Teil ? The transcendent amiableness of Jehovah great- 
ly consisting in his immaculate holiness (for holiness 
is nothing but intellectual beauty) and he presenting 
himself to Beatified saints as the Infinite Beauty; 
they must perpetually rest in him as the proper ob- 
ject of their love, and as the centre of their delight. 
Nor can they cease to admire the equity of that com- 
mand, which requires the most perfect love to God, 
ODr account of his own infinite loveliness and all- sur- 
passing excellence. 

Being favoured with a more perfect knowledge of 
God, and more intimate communion with him, their 
love to him is proportionally heightened. That grace 
which reigned in their whole salvation, being discern- 
ed by them in a stronger light ; inflames them with 
the most ardent love to its adorable Author, and to 
Jesus by whom it reigned. All the amiable and infi- 
nite perfections of Deity, shining upon them in the 
light of glory, their holy bosoms cannot but glow with 

Bb 2 
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the Utmost fervour. They cannot but make returns 
of love, and in such a manner, as are suited to their 
happy and exalted state.-— Their supreme love to 
God, causes them to contemplate his divine perfec- 
dons, and astonishing operations, vf'iih ever-new de- 
light ; by which they are more and more assimulated 
to hU divine image. Hence that sublime delight, 
\rhich, in the sacred page, is called ihe joy qf the 
hord. 

Absolutely free from that pride and sel^hnes& 
which taniish our best services while here, and quite 
rem<5te from all those imperfections which attended 
them in a malignant state \ songs of sincerest grati- 
tude and hymns of holy wonder, the profbundest ac* 
knowledg^ents of multiplied obligations to reigning 
grace and the k>ftiest strains of thanksgiving to God 
und the Lamb, are their uninterrupted and sweet em* 
ploy. Ever free to declare, that the only cause of 
their enjoying the beatific vision, and being seated on 
thrones of glory ; is that grace which, as a mighty^ 
magnificent, and bountiful sovereign, reigned through 
the person and work of Immanuel. Hence it is that 
grace, as it appears, and shines, and triumphs, in res- 
cuing them out of the hands of Satan-^in preserving 
them throi^gh all dangers— 4n supporting them undeir 
the severest trials-— ui bringing them safe to glocy^ 
and in crowning them with unutterable bliss — is the 
grand and unvaried burden of their songs. To the 
Gon OF ALLGRA.CB, the triune God, they address all 
possible praise with divine delight. 

Peculiarly great and glorious is that sublime bless* 
edness which is possessed by the separate spirits of 
saints in heaven : it, nevertheless, comes far short oS 
that happiness which shall be enjoyed in their whole 
fiersonsf and which belongs to the consummation of 
that celestial stale. For the oracles of God frequent'^ 
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If intimate^ that the bliss of the saints will not be ab« 
solutely complete, tHI the general judgment is past, 
and the end of the world is eome.* We may there- 
fore take notice of some things^ by which their bless-, 
edness will then be enhaaced. 

Their bodies being raised in glory, and re -united, 
to their immortal spirits, will not only be a demon- 
stration of divine power, and a display of divine good* 
ness, very wonderful in their eyes ; but also an addi- 
tion to their blessedness. For so long as any of the 
children of God continue in this perplexing, misera- 
ble world ; and so long as the bodies of saints depart-- 
ed are confined in the grave ^ the happy 8|iirits in. 
glory caniiot be ignorant, that tlve power wliich sin. 
obtained over man i& not yet entirely abolished ; and, 
consequently, that sometliing must be wanting to the 
consummation of their joy. But by the resurrectiour 
death itself, which is the last enemy^ shall be destroy- 
ed ; never more to have the least power,, but over 
the enemies of God, and of his peopleu 

That the dead shall be raised, i» a fundamentals 
article of the christian; creeds That the same bodies- 
shall be raised,, which fell by death, the justice of 
God and the comfort of believers apparently re- 
quire ; is clear from tlie scriptures, and is itnplied. 
int he word resurrection. But though, as. to their 
substance they shall be the same ; so &r at least, as- 
to support the identity, of them ;. yet as to th&ir qual- 
ities, the alteration will be so great, that we can- 
not form suitable ideas fioncerning them. — That sur- 
prising change which shall pass, upon them, is ab- 
solutely necessary to fit them; for the exalted state in- 
to which they shall be introduced, when re-animat- 
cd by their imxAortal spirits. Hence those words;. 

♦ 2 Cor. ill. 4. 2 TliD. 1. 12. and iv. S, 1 Pet. r. 4; 
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Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. 
The present constitution of our bodies renders theiri 
incapable of bearing the splendour of the heavenly 
world ; and consequently of partaking in- the joys of 
that state. The glory of it would be insupportably 
bright; too dazzling for them to sustain. Like 
herbs and flowers of the most delicate kind, exposed 
to the scorching glare of the meridian sun, they 
would &int under it. But when that which was 
90Vfn in corrufition shall be raised in incorru/ition ; 
when that which was sown in dishonour and weak- 
neasj shall be raided in glory and power ; when this 
eorrufitiblc shall fiut on incorru/ition, and this mortal 
shall fiut on immor tali ty ^-^in a word, when that 
which was sown in a natural body shall be raised a 
spiritual body ^ it will then be capable of partaking 
in the employment and bliss of heaven. When the 
bodies of believers shall be raised by almighty pow- 
er, and fashioned by infinite wisdom,' like to the 
glorious body of Christ;* they will be fit compan-^ 
ions for their souls to all eternity. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun^ both in body and 
soul, in the kingdom of their i^a/Aer.t— Then shall 
the body, which partook in the sorrows and suffer- 
ings of this present world ; which suffered various 
hardships and acts of violence, from the enemies of 
Christ: and which assisted the intellectujal powers 
in performing religious duties, be a partaker of the 
joys of that triumphant state. Yes, the earthly tab- 
crnjicle, being the purchase of redeeming blood, 
and the temple of the Holy Ghost, even when sur- 
rounded with imperfections ; snail then be bright 
as the sun, vigorous with celestial youth, and un« 
decaying as the power that shall support it. Wc 

• Philip, ill. 21. t Matt, ziii 43.. 
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may therefore conclude, that the bodies of the sainta 
being raised from the dust of death, will contribute 
much to augment their bliss.— -But who can form 
adequate ideas of the uature and excellence of a 
Bfiiritual body ? Who can declare the piower and 
grace tliat shall be exercised and manifested toward 
the children of men in raising their sleeping dust» 
and in forming their bodies afresh for an eternal worlds 
after so dignified an examplar as the glorious body of 
Christ ? Here we must leave them, till we behold the 
glorified body of our exalted Redeemer, or experi- 
ence the happy transformation. For the beloved dis- 
ciple himself declares, It doth not yet. appear what 
we shall be : but we know that when he shall appear 
we shall be like hinty for we shall set him as he is,* 
To which I may add, in allusion to the words of the 
psalmist; we shall certainly be satiftfied with the 
amazing alteration, when we awake from the sleep of 
death, in the likeness of our adorable Saviour.f 

Another thing which will add to the blessedness 
of saints at that day, is their public acquittal by Je- 
sus the judge when standing before his tribunal.— 
Behold he cometh with clouds and every eye shall see 
him ! Infinitely grand and awfully amiable He now 
appears. Innumerable angels attend his approach,, 
and pour around his chariot. The brightness of ten 
thousand suns is lost in the blaze of his glory, and 
in the lusture of his countenance. Behold ! a great 
white throne is erected \% clear as light, and fiery as 
fiame. The judge, inflexibly just and immensely 
glorious, ascends the tribunal; and before his pre* 
sence the heavens and the &arth Jlee away. Those 
innumerable millions of rational creatures that peo- 
ple the universe, ar6 now assembled. The books. 

• 1 John m. 2* t P»Jm »▼»*• ^« * R«^- ^^^ ^^ 
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are opened. Myriads of adoring sevaphsy and 
countless multitudes of anxious spectators, await the 
Ijrand result. The wicked, with trembling hands 
and throbbinf^ hearts; with horror in their aspect 
and damnation in view, would be glad to lose their 
being ; but the righteous are bold and intrepid : for 
the judge is their friend, and their saviour. The 
righteousness in which they appear, was performed 
hy Him. The plea which they make. He cannot re* 
reject. For it is the blood which He shed to atone 
for their sins, and the promise He made to comfort 
their souls, under the expectation of this important 
event. They there stand, not to have any fresh 
indictment brought against them ; nor to have any 
thing laid to their charge, by Satan, or the liaw, or 
justice ; but to be honourably acquitted in the pre- 
sence of angels, and of the whole assembled' world. 
The sentence of justification, long before pronoun- 
ced in the court of heaven, and in the court of 
conscience, at the time of their conversion ; is 
now recognized in the most solemn and public 
manner. The works of faith and labours o9 love 
performed by them, in the time of their pilgrimage 
here below, toward their needy feilow-christians ; 
are now produced by the omniscient judj^e, as fruits 
an;l evidences of their union with him, of their 
faith in him, and of their love to him.* The na- 

Malt. XXV, 34 — 40. It is very observable how different the 
conduct of saints will be, at this awful and gloritms hme, from 
(hat of norainal professoi's. as reprrsenrod hy our Lord in Matt, 
vii. 22, Here we find the Judiijo taking notice of his people's 
works, when they make no moiition of them. Not only so, 
but wlicn he is pleased to rarniion their labours of love, with 
high approbation, tht y seem to have forgotten them. A plain 
proof they did not expect salvation by them, nor ever thought 
of any such thhig. I\o; Christ was tiieir righteousness, and 
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ture and quality of their works ; the principle from 
which they proceed, and the end for which they 
were done, together with the character of those that 

that was sufficient. The works they performed were deseed 
to glorify him, and to express tbeh* gratitude to God ibr bis 
benefits. But, so conscious were they of the imperfections 
cleaving to their performances, that they were ashamed to 
mention them. Wliereas, when our Lord represents the rea- 
son of hope in self-righteous persons, he tells us tliat they will 
say with great importunity ; Lord ! Lord J have me not proph^ 
esied in thy name ? and in thy name hate cast out devifs ? and 
in thy name done maaw wonderful works 7 But he will answer \ 
I never knew you : Depart Jrom me, ye that work iniquity. 
They plead their own works, religious duties, and great useful- 
ness, as a sufficient reason why they should be admitted into 
the kingdom of glory. Not that they pretend to haye done 
tliese things by their own strength, or natural abilities. No ; 
they acknowledge that all was done in the name of Christ; 
by his authority, and his assistance. For which reason, we 
may suppose, they would be the more confident of acceptance 
with him. Hence, we have done this and we have done the 
other, is their cry and their plea. Thty thought of coming 
to heaven by their own works. They did tliem for that end, 
and were loth to be disappointed. But what is the issue ? 
Why, truly, these mighty woikers and veiy useful persons, are 
branded as the workers of iniquity ; not acknowledged as the 
people of God. They are thrust down into hell, witli all 
their fine recommendations and imaginary goodness ; and not- 
withstanding all their pleas and promising hopes founded upon 
thcin. — While the poor in spinf, those who arc sensible of 
their own unworthiness ; who live by a righteousness impnte^l, 
making that the only ground of their hope ; and who, from love 
to the truth, and to Christ as revealed by it, perform good 
works with a view to the glory of God, not in the least ex- 
pecting admission into the eternal kingdom for the sake of 
their pious performances — these, who say not a word about 
any thing which they have done, are accepted by tlie Judge of 
all, into everlasting honour and joy. Let the legalist be cau- 
tioned by this, not to trust in his own duties, though of the 
most splendid kind; and let all who love the truth be encour- 
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were benefitted by them ; will afford suf&cient evi- 
dence to whom the performers of them belong.-— 
These expressions of love and fruits of holiness be- 
ing remembered by Christ, though forgotten by the 
samts, he will avow them for his own ; he will num- 
ber them among his jewels ; he will confess them , 
before his Father and all the holy angels. Then 
i shall their characters which, in the time of their so- 
journing here below, were aspersed with every foul 
^ reproach, be fully vindicated to their everlasting 
) honour, and to the eternal confusion of all their ad- 
^ versaries. For, withi a smile of divine complacency 
the judge will say ; Come ye blessed of my Fat her j 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun» 
dation of the world. Reviving words ! Having long 

desired to be near the Lord, they are invited to 

• 

aged to aboond id every instance of duty to God ; especially, 

J ill that of conmiDQicating to the indigent members of Christ. 

For the Judge will say to them on his right hand ; Inasmuch 
nt ye have done it unio one iff the host qfmy brethren^ ye have 
done it unto me. Matt. ixv. 40. Wliat coodescension is 
here ! Christ is not ashamed to own the meauest of his people 
under the character of brethren. 

There is reasou to fear that many professors, whose situation 
in life is a little more elevated than that of their neighbours, 
are almost above looking at the poor brethren of Christ ; and 
would be extremely offended, if one of those indigent disciples 
were to address any of them under the character of a brother. 
But who art thou, reptile of the earth ! that thou sbouldst be 
ashamed of them whom Jesus, the Lord of glory and Judge of 
. the world, will acl^nowledge as his brethren? What, sliall a 
little shining dnst, or worldly honour, so elate thy ignoble 
miad and swell thy contracted heart, that the poor members 
of Jesus C1>:'ist shall have no place in thy affections ! Beware 
lest, after all thy professions, thou sliouldst go down to hell 
with a lie in thy right hand ; and all thy expectations of eter* 
nal happiness prove no better than ** the baseless fabiic of a ri* 
sion." 
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comei and to be with him forerer. Now the pain- 
ful fears wliich they once had are eternally remov- 
ed; for they are pronounced blcBMed ^f the Father^ 
by a voice which the whole assembled world shaU 
hear. They who are all poor in spirit) and the gene- 
rality of the poor m temporals ; how agreeably then 
must they surprised to hear, that they are called to 
possess a kingdom ; called to inherit it, as princes of 
the blood royal, who are bom to thrones and crowns ? 
Lost they will be, in pleasing astonishment, to find 
that, before they had a being, or the foundations of 
the world were laid, the eternal God had prepaied this 
kingdom for them : and every reflection upon the 
way in which they came to possess itj must heighten 
their amazement and joy*— -Then shall they be admit- 
ted, in their whole persons, into the fulness of bliss ; 
into a nearer and more perfect fruition of God, than 
they ever before enjoyed. 

. Their blessedness thus heightened shall be eternal. 
It is eternity stamped on their enjoyments that gives 
them their infinite worth. For could they who are 
so high in bliss be apprehensive of an end of their 
happiness, however remote ; << that ghastly thought 
wcmld drink up all their joy." But their .inherit- 
ance is unalienable, their crown unfading, and their 
kingdom everlasting. Jehovah himself is their 
light, and the Most High their glory, Tes, the 
infinite God is their portion, and their exceeding 
great reward,"^ Their felicity therefore is perma- 
nent as the divine perfections they adore and enjoy ; 
and made certain to their own comprehensive mindtf 
beyond the possibility of a doubt. This makes 
their, state supremely glorious. This constitutes it 
heaven indeed.— Nay, what if the limits of their capa- 

* faa. lir. 19. Gen. xv. 1. 
C c 
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cities should be for evtr enlai^gbtg^ 4nd'f<^ ever re- 
ceiving greater mea&urea oC ^ry I Foe ike Deit jiis 
an ininite source of biasse^^iefts ; ami iaioe ^esseis 
inay bo for ever expanding^ and for e^er ^llmg4n.tbift 
ocean of Ail^sufiiciencf . What aa amaxing statie of 
ever-growing pleasure ! and whatinn aatonkfaing scale 
of bliss I Jehovah shsAI g^^ii )ne»haaetiii4e stores erf 
UessingSt as jet unfciiowii. to angels> and feast tkmki^ 
souls w^h J03FS that are ever i)ew;-*^othiiig equal to 
this can. be conceived ^ lAerisIs^ nodiing soperiof 
can be enjoyed by «ere ^reatoces. Yet sfai»«*-hear 
it^O yc nation^ 1 ondiiuen^ye Meafnom a&r 1 vhile 
the millions oCbea^fied saitts dweli on the s«QpeiH 
dous troth 1-^his is the emd of the victorious Reign 
of Grace. Crrace rc^gaad. in the eternal connaelSy 
vrhen contriving the way to. ihis glorknis end. 
Grace reigned ifi; pHrovidil^ the weasS) 4niid in ^- 
stowing the blessings, that irere secessary to its 'ac- 
complishment. Grace reigned to tins compleie exe- 
cution of the noble, the astonishing deugnfirom firit 
to last. Surely, then, reigiHni^ grace shcnirld'have the 
unriva;lled honour of all t-he-Uessibg enjoyed by be- 
lievers on earth, or by saiuts in light; Yes^ aiid it 
shall have the glory in all the churches of Chiiat be- 
lo^f and in all the triumphant hosts above» For w^hed^ 
the last stone of the apinQUal temple shall be Uud, it 
will l)e with shoulingiSj OR^cii! okAjcs: vv^d st 1 

In these respecis the blessedness of saints^ in their 
entire persons, after -the reMirrection sftid the general 
judgment, wi)! exceed that of their separate spirits t 
and in how many other partK^-rars theptnceeditigs'df 
that day will add to their liapfxiileBS, 1 neither-tiffirm 
qor presume to inquire*. It is quite sufi^ient for us 
to know, while in the present .st^e, that ve are heirs 
of this blessedness, and that it is inconceivably great. 
Wc should rest contented \yith Ivhat' is revealed 
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coQcerniDg it) without bi4<!i^ging it curious imogiQa* 
tlooi in searching after tto»Q pArticulurs o£ whicli 
the Spirit of wi&dom baa givea ua ne intimations^ 
or those that aofe very obscure ; for such inquiriei 
ape aure to be attended with vanity) rftther than edifi« 
cation. ■ :# 

Nor wiU the ^gelic hosts be utrnfTected spectatoni 
when that grandest of all divine werkS) redj&mptiohi 
§hall be completed. For as they bad often been ciiargi 
ed with oSces of great bnpePtanee to the church of 
God, and to its particular memberst while in thiaiow4 
er world ; so they had seen wttJb Astooishnient the in- 
carnation of their Sovereign) his fiereble appearance in 
^d roanger, his Ufe of poverty) q{ leproucheS) and of 
i^ufparings. They saw his agony ia the ^jardeni) and 
h4^rd his cries and cox9.plainitSi. They .saw.him extendi 
e4 onthe crpsa) and beheld hiti teodin thegrav^e. Thsf 
were witnesses o{ hijs victorioua Ke3Ut;rectioii» and, 
^y attended^ hi% t^iunpbatt aaceiaion inito the. renlhit 
of glory. T^y b^held^ anid «^fte9 reflected on thesii 
^linga^ w^tb amia^^nsenc. Th#y diligenily looked intu 
these worka of divine contrivance, these mf^steniesof 
ifi^aite love;* wondering what would be the grafi4 
Bcanlt. They had kHig desired tlie evcdution of thia 
mysterious plan)^aiKl: noW' they ha^e it. . 



*' Now thevare struick; with deep amaee,. 
*^ Each with his widg conceals his face i 
*' Now ctap their soaading plQitt^, and cry. 
•* The gltfries tftht Bbitt.»* 



. If those ^t'lwm sone of light and love c^uld not 
fiirbear ahauting^for ^y^ when they beheld the matt^ 
rial world rise into existience) and saw its finished 
fbnn.;t how jpiuch, greater reason will they have t# 

♦ 1 Pet. i. IS. BplK iH la t^Jbb xxxTia. 7, 
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rejoice, when they behold all the redeemed world 
brought sale to glory and confirmed in bliss ? Those 
morning start, those children of aVdour and sons of 
God must exult with joy, when they view the spotless 
perfection and ravishing beauty of the whole church, 
considered as the bride, the wife of the Lamb.* Nor 
can any thing short of transport seise their breasts 
when they reflect, that all this immaculate innocence 
and matchless beauty arose from reigning grace, 
through the person and work of their incarnate Sove- 
reign ; her own original being base and miserable. 

And now, reader, what are your thoughts of this 
blessedness ? Very probably you are one of those 
that hope to go to heaven when they die. If so, what 
is your hope ? Is it a mer& wish, or a well-grounded 
expectation I Remember, that the word of God re-^ 
quires you, as ft christian professor, to be ready to 
give an answer to every man that aekeih you a reaaoH 
t(f the hofiethatU in you. Have you ever seriously in 

amred, why you hope to be happy, when so many mil- 
ons will be eternally miserable : when it is certain 
few from the scripture, that there are comparatively 
very that find the way to life ? You have, perhaps, never 
thought much about these interesting subjects. But 
why, then, do you call yourself a christian I Why 
hope to go to heaven ? For if this be your condition, 
you are in the g^ail ofbitterneaa^ antf in the bond qfin*. 
iquity. You are— ^may God enlighten your mind to sec 
it ! may reigning grace deliver you Cron\it 1— -you are 
at present a child of wrath, and an heir of destruction. 
But why hope for heaven \ when you have no 
delight in God ; no pleasure in his ways : no love 
to h^s people : in a word, possessed of no holiness t 
and^ without holiness, intellectual happiness is im* 

♦ Eph. V. 27. )Iev. xxi. »• 
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pos^tSle. * Heav^y wcr4 yoit there, ivouM be no 
hearven to you: nocvas an unregen^rate »innef, can 
3^u desire it foe the sake of its enjojrments. Ffi* 
they are cointiiu'y^ to the prevaiHog inclination p£ 
your will. You do not love heaYen> but are afraid 
of hell. The inhabitanta of the celestial world 
would be no companions fbr yoii. Their busiDe9S 
would be a toil, and- thei^ language unknown ; their 
eweetest hosannas would afford yt>u to pj.easu.re, 
and tiie. symphony of their golden harps would be 
discord in your earsr Nay, the fr^tion ef God, 
their highest joy^ would be your greatest uoeasi- 
ness, were you to be admitted into thoie manatone 
of purity in an unregenerate state. For happineis 
consists in the enjoyment of an object thatia cono^ 
];Heteiy suitable and satisfying to our desires/ A 
holy God therefore cannot be oui^ happiness, with- 
out partaking of his holiness. Eemeinber, sinuer^ 
that if you leave the world in an unsanctified statCy 
as ybu caiinot b^ fit for heaven, so you must Jiot 
enter those abodes of blissful purity, or taste their 
sublime pleasures ; but your state will be eternally 
fixed^ where there are vfecfiingf:- vtailingy and gnat^ 
inff of teeth* 

Are you a serious person, and - a- strict professor ? 
Be it so ; yet it behoves you^ to consider what is the 
feundat&oa of. your hope. Fov there f« a way that 
weemeth right unto a man i:.but the end thereof are 
the waya of deathi* A'- man may. be zealous for 
God,^ and in 4nany respects^- exemplary, in his con* 
versation ; yet, after all, perish .for ever.f ' What 
then is the reason of your hope ? Is it that grace 
which reigns through the person and work of Christ ? 
Can jK>u say with the primitire chriatiaas. JVe de* 

* Pref . xf k 25; f Heoi. is, 31, at.ouidz. 2, 3. . 
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lUvt that through the Grace of our Lord Jeotm 
Chriaty we thail he eaved? Are you come to a 
point about that most interesting and solemn afiairi 
-the taiyation of your immortail souH la your hope 
of glory lively and bright, or languid and obscure? 
It ksuch as is attended with rejoicing, as purifies 
the heart and conduct l^ Has it Christ and his finish- 
ed work, together with the promise of Him that 
cannot iie^ for its everlasting support ?-«-0, professc- 
or I seek for certainity and satisfaction i they are to 
be had in the knowledge of Christ, and in the belief 
^f hia truth. If you love your soul, rest not in unr 
certainty about an affair of mfinite • consequence. 
«Yoo are building for eternity : be cautious therefore 
^ith what materials you build : and upon what foun* 
^tien- A mistake in the ground of your trust will 
-ruin your soul. Read your bible, meditate, and pray 
.that the Spirit of truth may direct yeu in the momen- 
tous concern. 

: Are yon a child of God and an hair oC the king^ 
dom ? endeavour, by a conscientious attendance on 
all the puclic means of grace, and by maintaining 
communion with your heavenly Father in every pri- 
vate duty, to make a swift progress in vital religion, 
and m real holiness : remembering,, that holiness 13 
the health, the beauty, and the glory of your immor- 
tal mind. Seek after it therefore as a divine privi- 
lege, and as a heavenly blessing. Watch and pray 
against the insurrection of indwelling sin, the soli- 
citations of worldly pleasure, and the assaults of 
Satan's temptations. Watch especially, against spi- 
ritual pride and carnal security. As to the former; 
rejoice not in your knowledge, or gifts, or inherent 
cxcellenciea : no, nor yet in your christian experi- 

'^Rom.T.2. iretL3v5. 1j(tfuiiii.a.. . 



-/itokseiB* ' Be thankful for tbem, but put them not in 
the place af Christy or the word o£ his grace ; so as 
.tamake thentthe ground of your present confidence, 
or the source of your future comfort. For so to do^ 
is not to rely on the promise of God,^ and. to live 
hy faith in Jesus Christ; but to admire your own 
mcoompiishments, by which, you differ from other 
men,, and ta Hve upon your own frames. The con-^ 
•sequences of which most commonly is, either Phari- 
saical pndcy imagining ourselves to be better than 
-others ; or desponding fears,, as i£^ when our frames 
are flat and our spirits languid, there were no salva-^ 
tion for us. The peace and comfort of such pro«>^ 
fessors must be uncertain to the last degree.— But as 
a guilty, perishing sinner ; as. having no recommen- 
dation nor any encouragement, to believe in Jesus» 
or to look for salvation by him, but what is contain-* 
edin- the word of grace ; depend upon him, live by 
•bim. The more you behold the glory of Grod in 
the face of Jesus Christ, the more will you see of 
your OMm vileness. The more you grow in real ho- 
liness, the more sensible you will be of the powep 
of your own corruptions, and of the imperfections 
attending all your duties. You will be more and 
more- convinced, that if the gospel did not warrant 
your dependence on Christ, tinder the character o£ 
a sinner; you could have no hope, even after ever 
so long and zealous a profession of religion. You 
should live under a continual remembrance, that 
yoU" are stiH an unworthy, a guilty, a damnable crea- 
ture ; but accepted in Christ, and freed from every 
curse. That will keep you. truly humble, and pro- 
voke ^to. self-abhorrence ; this will make you really 
kappy, and excite to praise and duty. 
' Watch against carnal security and spiritual sloth* 
Forget not that you have znany enemies. Betaberi 
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tberefore, de vigilant. Time is illoit ind absolttb^^ 
imcertata. Husband weU your pracious moaieiitt. 
Lay them out for God. Be careful that the fruhs 
ioi fp^tude to jour infiaiM Bamefactor may adorn 
your whole behatiour. Make the hoimefs^nd use- 
^iness of the li£e of Jesua your fJEtfr examfxle : cc^if 
after that brighter of^ pattenia.^-*-Remeti^ery that 
^fae eyes of God, of.angeia, of. accursed spirits, and 
of men, are all ufion you. Both friends and ene* 
jn:es inspect 3^our conduct and mark y;our steps.*-^- 
How necessary then is^ watchfulness and circun>- 
apecuon ! Lest, &lliug into ^sin« yotur s|uritaal joys 
be iinpuredy your friends and allies be f^rieTcd, and. 
your adversaries triumph^-'— Having received the 
earnest of your future inheritance ; having had some 
^yfui foretastes ofuhat immense bliss, of which you, 
O christian, are an heir; raaiBS it your constants 
business^ as it is your indispensable, duty^ to live 
above the world,, whether- your temporal circum*- 
stances be affluent or penurious, prosperous or ad» 
verse. Let your conversation- be in heaven, as be-^- 
eomes a citizen of the New- Jerusalem. It is your 
duty and blessing to live in the prospect of the. 
world to come, and. as on the confines of it. Con«^ 
v«rse much with the Eternal Mind, in pra>er and 
praise, and holy-meditatioii : so shall you contract a 
blessed intimacy with r that sublime Being, whoee 
favour is better than life, whose frown.. is worse than 
destruction. By such an . interconrse with God you 
will taste more exquisite delights than all the pleas« 
ures of sin can boast; tiianallthe riches of tiie world 
can bestow. Yes, believer, by such converse,, witb 
6od, you shall find your mercies sanctified, and your ^ 
afiiictions alleviated ; your holy dispositisna invigorate 
od, and }rour corrupt aifections weakened.— »Be it your 
Consiant endeavour that^ whenever jsour iiedr^ yoiif 



THE GlioiIOVS BEIGN OF GRACE. 305 

^orionS) your heavenly Bridegroom shall come,, he 
may find you ready ; having your loins girt> your 
lamp burning, and waiting for his glorious advent. 
So shall your soul be peacefuli your life useful, and 
your deatl) triumphant. 

While we soar on the wings of faith and holy me« 
dilation, in order to explore the wonders of reigning 
grace ; while we endeavour to sound its depths and 
to measure its heights, we are elevated, as it were, 
to the suburbs of heaven. We taste of j[oys divinely 
sweet, and savour the entertainments of angels. But, 
alas ! how soon the pinions of divine contemplation 
flag ! How soon are we interrupted by the workings 
of indwelling sin, or by the impeitinences of a noisy, 
busy, transcient world I Yet,ibr our comfort, we have 
to remember, that when a few more of our fleeting 
days are elapsed, we shall enter on a state unchangea- 
ble to enjoy those infinite delights which are includ- 
ed in the beaUfic vision ; in tbc fruition of the eternal 
JEHOVAH. 

To conclude : from this imperfect and brief sur- 
vey of The reign of Grace i from this feeble attempt 
to illustrate its power and majesty, we may learn ; 
That the free favour of God, manifested in our sal- 
.vation, is a theme so copious and sublime, that all 
which can be said by the most evangelical and elo<* 
quent preachers i all that can be written by the most 
accurate and descriptive pens ; all that can be con- 
ceived by the most excursive and sanctified imagi- 
nation among the sons of men, must come infinitely 
short of a full display. Yes, after all that is ima- 
gined or can be sung, by angels or men, by seraphs 
or saints, in the church below or in the choirs 
above; the charming subject will remain unex- 
hausted to .eternity. For the riches of Christ are 
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unsearchablct and the grace of Crod is luibeunded^ 
Who, then, 

^- Who ifaall fnmrtHe bModiM fiM^f 

** What vain pretander dares ? 
'* The theme surroaantB an angel's tOQgnat 

** jlod OabrM't harp despain.'* W 4 tt». 
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